
BUDGET & FINANCEMOTION

On March 16, 2017, the President released an outline of his proposed FY 2018 budget that reflects 
the priorities of his administration by proposing significant increases in defense spending, homeland 
security, and veterans’ services. Unfortunately, this plan proposes to fund these increases at the 
expense of numerous domestic programs that protect the health and welfare of thousands of 
Americans. Projects and programs ranging from senior services to community improvement grants 
to environmental protections would be eliminated or severely downsized under the President’s plan. 
As Congress begins its deliberations on the proposed FY 2018 budget, City leaders must send a clear 
message to our Congressional delegation detailing the impact of the President’s plan on projects, 
programs and services for City residents.

The President’s proposal would, for example, eliminate Community Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) and Community Services Block Grants, two programs that serve thousands of the City’s 
residents. Cutting CDBG funds could decimate a wide variety of local programs, including 
FamilySource Centers, domestic violence shelters, and community infrastructure projects to renovate 
parks and local community centers.

The President's plan also proposes drastic cuts to the Environmental Protection Agency which could 
severely impact local health and safety by reducing air and water quality protections. These cuts may 
also jeopardize the availability of environmental remediation funding that could help, for example, 
with revitalization of the Los Angeles River. Cuts in funding for the Global Climate Change 
Initiative as proposed in the plan would severely hamper implementation of the City's Sustainable 
City Plan for a cleaner environment and stronger economy.

The cuts in the President’s plan are far reaching and many would unfairly target some of the most 
vulnerable residents of the City - our senior population. Unemployed seniors wishing to re-enter the 
workforce would no longer have the support of the Senior Community Service Employment 
Program, which is slated to be cut. Vital health and safety programs for seniors, including Meals on 
Wheels could also be in jeopardy given the proposed drastic cuts to the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development. Funding for local transportation projects would be slashed, which could 
jeopardize the continued expansion of local and regional transportation for all residents.

Congress's upcoming deliberations will explore in more detail the President's proposed cuts. It is the 
City’s responsibility to ensure that our representatives are well informed on the negative impact 
many of these cuts will have to our share constituencies.

1 THEREFORE MOVE that the City Council instruct the City Administrative Officer, with 
assistance from the Chief Legislative Analyst, to report to the City Council with a comprehensive 
report on all projects, programs, and services that could potentially be impacted by the President’s 
FY 2018 budget outline, and include in that report estimates of the anticipated fiscal impact to each 
program, project and service. o
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