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Good afternoon Councilmembers,  
 
Emma Howard, Senior Planner, Councilmember David Ryu 
 
Our office is here to present the Councilmember’s unqualified support of the Buckley School. In 
regards to the appeal filed of the schools 2017 Plan Approval and Determination of Condition 
Compliance, he urges you to deny the appeal and support his suggested modifications to the 
CUP conditions intended to improve process and community communication.  
 
Over the last several months our staff has worked with the Buckley school, and City Planning 
staff to assess the current review project process. It is the Councilmember’s belief that the 
Buckley’s annual CUP compliance review process, first begun in 2006 has served its purpose 
and is no longer needed. He supports the January determination letter from Planning to that 
effect. 
 
Councilember Ryu believes the current compliance process is an over commitment of staff time. 
The determination of condition compliance now takes longer than a year to complete including 
appeal time. It is now halfway through 2019 and before you today is an administrative review for 
2017 for a school that has never been found in violation of their conditions in the past 13 years. 
This CUP is working. Additionally LADOT requested to discontinue annual traffic review, which 
was a primary component of the Plan Approval file. Ending this process will give back much 
needed staff time in the Valley office for the Mulholland Specific Plan caseload and free your 
staff up for other PLUM items.  
 
During our discussions with the community we noted that some constituents feel strongly that 
this annual plan approval is needed to ensure the CUP is in compliance. We also noted that 
there’s a desire for more types of community outreach. Condition A-53 of the Buckley CUP 
establishes a Neighborhood Committee which meets 4 times a year to discuss matters of 
concern to the neighbors and community with school management and our council office. 
Traditionally this meeting is held on weekday mornings in our Sherman Oaks office.  
 
The Councilmember is calling for a change to this condition, asking the Buckley School 
Community Liaison offer 2 of these 4 meetings to the Sherman Oaks Homeowners Association 
and the Sherman Oaks Neighborhood Council Planning and Land Use Committee. He also 
suggests that the Committee commit to reviewing their processes and procedures annually to 
ensure that the committee continues to work smoothly and has time to reflect on their mission 
and strategy and adjust as needed.  
 
 
Based on the months of dialogue from our office regarding the way the committee works and 
the needs of the community, he believes there will be substantial benefits to having wider 
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community outreach at more publicly accessible night meetings twice a year, which 
will allow the school to proactively discuss their overall operations with the whole community, 
while still holding in-depth and ongoing discussion with representatives. 
 
Above all the Councilmember wants to affirm his support for the Buckley School as a good 
neighbor. Regardless of a yearly review, they rigorously comply with their CUP.  Other schools 
can and should take a page from their good faith commitment to transparency of operations and 
compliance with their CUP.  
 
The language below in italics is our office’s suggested re-wording for Condition A-53, with 
changes in bold:  
 
 
A-53. Neighborhood Committee. The applicant shall form The Buckley School Neighborhood 

Committee (the “Committee”) and assign a management level employee as a community liaison. 

The Committee shall be comprised of the applicant’s community liaison and representatives of 

the Sherman Oaks Homeowners Association, the applicable Council Office(s), the Sherman Oaks 

Neighborhood Council, and other interested community stakeholders. The applicant’s community 

liaison shall meet with the Committee at least four times per year in regard to matters of concern 

to the neighbors and the community. Meetings shall be held when called by the Committee on at 

least two weeks notice. The community liaison shall also attend special meetings on reasonable 

notice called by a majority of the participating stakeholders. Of the four meetings per year, one 

meeting shall consist of attendance at any meeting of the Sherman Oaks Homeowners 

Association to present an annual update and one shall consist of attendance at any 

meeting of the Sherman Oaks Neighborhood Council Planning and Land Use Committee  

to present an  annual update. The Committee and the applicant shall work together in good faith 

to reach a reasonable, practical resolution of matters which addresses legitimate community 

concerns and legal requirements and operating and programmatic requirements of the Buckley 

School. At one Committee meeting each year, the Committee shall review its procedures 

(including but not limited to meeting notifications, setting of agendas, recording of 

minutes, etc.) and, based on the collective input and vote of the Committee, make any 

agreed upon changes to those procedures to ensure the effectiveness of the Committee 

in accomplishing the goals of this Condition A-53. Minutes of the Committee meetings shall 

be submitted to the Director of Planning for inclusion in the subject City Plan Case File. 

 
Thank you, 
Emma Howard 
Senior Planner, Councilmember David Ryu 
Council District 4  

https://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/index.cfm?fa=ccfi.viewrecord&cfnumber=17-0383-S3

