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When our current City Attorney, Mike Feuer, was the city councilman for our 
neighborhood, The Buckley School approached him for his support of their CUP 
expansion. Mr. Feuer said NO. He actually wrote the school a letter stating that he 
could not support their expansion given their history of continuous CUP 
violations.
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Our neighborhood also had numerous discussions with then Councilman Feuer 
concerning public safety and traffic and reckless driving and the risks involved 
expanding a commercial use at the end of a residential cul-de-sac with over 2,000 
vehicle trips a day traveling in and out of the school along streets with no 
sidewalks.

I filed this appeal in response to The Buckley School's annual compliance report 
for all the reasons set forth in my written attachment dated February 17th.

I also filed this appeal because the Planning Department stated in its 
determination of compliance that, quote "the school has been found to be 
operating with no adverse effects on the adjacent uses".

Given all the neighborhood complaints concerning reckless driving by Buckley 
School parents, staff and students, this finding is just completely wrong. There's 
absolutely no question that The Buckley School's traffic and reckless driving has 
an adverse effect on everyone who lives and walks in this residential 
neighborhood.

There were a few issues included in my appeal, but in the interest of time I would 
like to focus my brief comments today on just one specific matter that I 
included—-public safety.

For years now, a number of us neighbors have voiced our concerns and filed 
complaints with The Buckley School, the council office, the LAPD, and LADOT 
regarding those Buckley vehicles that speed up the wrong side of Stansbury Ave 
to get around the am traffic queue, or that blow through stop signs after school 
lets out in the afternoon, or that speed down the nearby residential streets in the 
evening after social events on campus.



A couple of months ago, LADOT recognized how dangerous this wrong-way 
driving problem was by repainting double-double yellow lines down the center of 
Stansbury Ave. just one block north of the campus. It now looks like the center 
median of the San Bernardino Freeway in front of our homes. The problem has 
gotten better since this restriping, but unfortunately, a number of cars, including 
Buckley vehicles, continue to drive up the wrong side of the street. In fact, a few 
months ago Officer Slinsky of the LAPD actually cited a bus full of Buckley 
students that was driving illegally up the wrong side of Stansbury.

I certainly recognize that these reckless drivers do not represent everyone 
associated with the school and our neighborhood certainly appreciates all the 
emails and letters that Buckley tells us they send to their parents pleading with
and threatening them to drive safely.....but these passive measures are just not
working. We keep hearing over and over again how seriously the school takes our 
traffic concerns, but nearly every day or night a small but consistent number of 
Buckley vehicles drive recklessly in the neighborhood, and then if we complain 
we're told again how seriously the school takes our traffic concerns, and the 
pattern goes on and on and on. Frankly, it's gotten to the point now where most 
neighbors have simply given up complaining.

A few months ago I left a message for Buckley's Head of School about a parent I 
saw that morning who was flying up Stansbury going at least twice the legal speed 
limit. I wasn't the only neighbor who witnessed this black Maserati. The answer I 
received back from the school was that I was mistaken—that this particular 
vehicle had a loud engine so I must have been confused.

Something has to change. It is simply unfair for The Buckley School to plead 
poverty when asked to monitor its daily traffic and then rely on its neighbors to 
serve as their CUP traffic informants.

My suspicion is that no one on staff at the planning department is even aware of 
the extent of the neighborhood traffic problems because if they were, there is 
simply NO WAY that they could have come to their conclusion.

So, please, in the interest of public safety, I ask that you consider my request to 
modify section 26 of the school's CUP and require that Buckley provide daily



traffic monitors, not only in the am drop off hours as my initial appeal requested, 
but in the afternoon and evening, as well when there are social events on 
campus.

Look, I am not suggesting today that these monitors should enforce our traffic 
laws. But here's the reality; (1 "one") the LAPD's senior lead officer for our 
neighborhood has made it clear that the department doesn't have the resources 
to monitor Buckley's traffic, (2 "two) the emails and letters that Buckley staff 
sends to their parents simply aren't solving the problem, (3 "three") I'm sure the 
Buckley school doesn't want what the Archer School just agreed-to which I 
understand is mandatory shutting of 75% of its enrollment (and Archer isn't even 
located at the end of a residential cul-de-sac), and (4 "four") certainly no one 
wants to see anyone injured.

In conclusion, Section If of Buckley's CUP states, quote, "the authorized use shall 
be conducted at all times with due regard for the residential character of the 
surrounding area and the right is reserved to the City Planning Commission to 
impose additional corrective conditions if, in its opinion, such conditions are 
necessary for protection of persons using the school or residents in the area".

Section 26 of the CUP needs to be updated, but if there is some reason why the 
modest solution i have suggested is not agreeable, then please, on behalf of 
everyone who lives in this residential neighborhood, help us find a solution to this 
public safety problem.

Thank you for your consideration.


