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Subject: Buckley School Plum Meeting
To: "david.ryu@iacity.org" <david.ryu@lacity.org>, Sarah Dusseault <sarah.dusseauit@lacity.org>
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Steve Weiss <Weisslnc1@aol.com>, Craig Knizek <cknizek@theagencyre.com>

Councilman Ryu & Sarah-

I am writing regarding the upcoming PLUM hearing regarding the Buckiey School which will take place next 
week. Unfortunately due to a scheduling conflict i will be unable to attend, but I would like to inform you of 
some issues that affect neighbors of the school.

According to the terms of the CUP, Buckley must perform a traffic count in the neighborhood every October. 
This was included in the CUP because the school has a major impact on local traffic and there have been 
issues with their traffic compliance for many years.

When the October 2016 traffic count was submitted to the Buckiey Neighborhood Council, a neighbor noticed 
discrepancies in the traffic counts. The neighbors and SOHA representative then asked the school to explain 
the discrepancies. We were told they were investigating it. After countless emails and two more quarterly 
Neighborhood Meetings, we are still awaiting an explanation. In fact, at the last meeting, we were told that 
the issue with the traffic report would be explained at the upcoming PLUM hearing.

Given that the annual traffic report is mandated by the current CUP, it is astonishing that they are withholding 
an explanation of the October 2016 results until June 2017. Certainly this is not the intent of the current CUP 
and it demonstrates a lack of respect to the neighbors, and most importantly, a lack of compliance with the 
CUP. I'm sure the school's lawyers will explain away the discrepancies at PLUM, but this waiting game is truly 
arrogant on the school's part, especially since they are asking for CUP extension approval.

The second matter I would like to address is the timing of the quarterly Neighborhood Meetings. The 
meetings, which were mandated so neighbors could discuss issues caused by the school's long term 
construction
and general presence in our residential neighborhood, are at 9:00 am on Tuesdays. This is a difficult time for 
working neighbors to participate on the council. Therefore, we respectfully requested that one of the 
quarterly meetings be held at night. One meeting a year is ail we are asking to change. This will enable other 
interested neighbors to attend as well as alleviate the burden of volunteers having to take time off from work.

This request for one nighttime meeting a year has been summarily denied by the school. This is very 
perplexing. We've been told that school administrators cannot attend at night. However, SOHA and SONG 
hold their meetings exclusively at night, and frequently Buckley School administrators are present at these 
nighttime meetings. Given that it is to the school's benefit to get feedback from as many stakeholders as 
possible, it is difficult to understand why they are refusing to hold one meeting a year at night.

Lastly, on behaif on the school's neighbors, I'd like to reiterate the suggestion I made prior to the previously 
scheduled PLUM hearing. When the school imposes a fine on Buckley parents or student drivers who break 
the law and endanger neighborhood residents, I propose that the fine is put in a neighborhood protection 
fund. This will allow residents to mitigate the negative effects of the additional traffic and danger caused by 
the school. We have had far too many close calls from drivers rushing to the school and this is a way to 
ensure that the fine assists the residents who are most affected by these indiscretions.
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We, the neighbors, request the support of the councilman's office to ensure that Buckley meets its CUP 
obligations in a timely manner, reduces some of the conflict of the timing of the Neighborhood Council 
Meetings, and recommends that school imposed traffic related fines are put into a neighborhood protection 
fund.
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Can we count on your support?

Lastly, please explain the repercussions for the school when they do not adhere to the CUR

Regards,
Vivian Gumbiner
SOHA representative on Buckley Neighborhood Council

Sent from my iPhone
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