
TRANSPORTATION
MOTION

On November 8, 2016, Measure M was enacted with the support of more than 71% of Los Angeles 
County voters, reflecting our strong desire for comprehensive solutions to LA's traffic challenges.

Measure M will provide funding for specific transportation projects in the San Fernando Valley, including 
an Orange Line grade separation project (with ultimate conversion to light rail); the LA River Valley 
Bikeway; and transit improvements in the North San Fernando Valley.

Measure M also will provide the City of Los Angeles with Local Return funds for local transportation 
improvements, in addition to transportation funding from other sources. By Metro's own estimates of 
local return allocations by County subregion, the San Fernando Valley will generate more than $21 
million per year in Measure M Local Return funds for the City, in addition to $24.8 million in Proposition 
C Local Return funds and $18.6 million in Measure R Local Return funds.

In the San Fernando Valley, one important opportunity for a comprehensive and multi-modal solution to 
traffic congestion is to improve mobility along Victory Boulevard and Vanowen Street, which will 
increase access to major job centers, small businesses, educational institutions, transit stations, and 
freeways.

Los Angeles' Mobility Plan 2035 identified several specialized networks to move people more efficiently 
throughout the City, including the Vehicle Enhanced Network (VEN), which identifies arterials that 
currently carry significant numbers of vehicles-30,000 to 80,000 per day, traverse 10 miles or more 
through the City, and provide access to freeways and critical facilities. The overall intent of the VEN is to 
provide streets that offer safe, consistent travel speeds and reliable travel times, through physical and 
operational improvements, without constructing new travel lanes.

The Mobility Plan's VEN includes Victory Boulevard, between Topanga Canyon Boulevard and the 170 
Hollywood Freeway; and Vanowen Street is a companion corridor which runs parallel to Victory.

The mobility organization Fixed Angelenos Stuck in Traffic (F.A.S.T.) has developed a comprehensive set 
of suggested improvements along Victory and Vanowen, which could include more consistent peak-hour 
parking restrictions to increase lane capacity for buses, vanpools and other vehicles to move more 
people during peak travel hours; increased and improved crosswalks to improve pedestrian safety; 
relocating bus stops from the near side to the far side of intersections to increase bus speeds, reduce 
intersection congestion, and improve pedestrian safety; and improving multimodal connections to 
transit and major employment and education centers along the corridor.

Preliminary research shows that F.A.S.T.'s proposed improvements can reduce travel time, increase 
transit ridership and improve traffic safety on Victory Boulevard and Vanowen Street. Preliminary 
estimates from the Los Angeles Department of Transportation (LADOT) suggest that these proposed 
improvements would cost approximately $600,000, of which 90% is attributable to pedestrian and 
transit stop improvements.

The Victory and Vanowen corridor is an ideal location to consider for implementation of VEN 
improvements, considering that the goal of Mobility Plan 2035 is to develop a multi-modal 
transportation system. In the West San Fernando Valley, that corridor parallels the Orange Line, a high-
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qaulity transit corridor; the existing Orange Line Bike Path and existing and future segments of the LA 
River Valley Bikeway; and Sherman Way, where there are planned active transportation projects in 
Canoga Park and Reseda. Thus, properly-designed VEN improvements along Victory and Vanowen are 
consistent with a multimodal transportation strategy.

F.A.S.T. has agreed to assist with outreach to neighborhoods and neighborhood councils along Victory 
and Vanowen, to gather community input about potential improvements and determine the level of 
community support for various options. Additional information from LADOT and Metro would make that 
outreach more effective. F.A.S.T.'s proposals would only be implemented if there is sufficient 
community buy-in.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the Council INSTRUCT the Department of Transportation (LADOT), in 
coordination with other relevant departments, such as bureaus in the Department of Public Works, 
affected Council Districts, and F.A.S.T., to develop a range of proposed improvements, and associated 
cost estimates, for enhanced mobility along Victory Boulevard and Vanowen Street, to be used in part 
for continued outreach to the diverse communities along this corridor; and to report back to the 
Transportation Committee with 60 days;

I FURTHER MOVE that LADOT and the Board of Public Works be INSTRUCTED to work with Metro and 
F.A.S.T. to determine which bus stops should be moved to the far side of intersections, and the 
corresponding sidewalk and crosswalk improvements required, including those necessary to ensure 
A.D.A. compliance, of F.A.S.T.'s proposals are implemented; and

I FURTHER MOVE that the CAO and LADOT be INSTRUCTED to identify potential sources of funds to 
implement F.A.S.T.'s recommendations, as they may be modified through community input and 
consultation with affected Council offices.
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