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Date: April 11,2017

To: The City Council

From: Richard H. Llewellyn,.Jr., Interim City Administrative Officer

Subject: ESTABLISHMENT OF SALARY FOR THE NEW CLASS OF ZOO 
NUTRITIONIST (CLASS CODE 2364)

On May 24, 2016, the Executive Employee Relations Committee approved a 
recommendation of this Office to establish the salary for the new class of Zoo Nutritionist 
(Class Code 2364). The class was adopted by the Civil Service Commission on 
January 14, 2016 to be used by the Zoo Department. The Zoo Nutritionist position will oversee 
the animal nutrition program and supervise the animal commissary staff at the Los Angeles 
Zoo. In the past, a contractor has been used to develop appropriate dietary requirements for 
the animals at the Zoo. However, the number of contractors providing such services has 
diminished over the years, due to a trend for zoos throughout the country to have their own 
nutritionist on staff.

In an effort to recruit and retain individuals with the required advanced degree 
and the requisite skills and abilities to assume the position, it is necessary to set the salary 
commensurate with industry standards for similar work. The recommended salary range is 
comparable to the other zoos with Nutritionists on staff, including Zoo Miami ($51,260 - 
$86,237), Oregon Zoo ($59,164 - $75,493), and San Diego Zoo Global ($59,164 - $89,502).

Recommendations

That the City Council, subject to the approval of the Mayor:

Approve the attached Ordinance No. 184251 to establish the salary for the new class of 
Zoo Nutritionist, approved as to form and legality by the Office of the City Attorney; and

1.

Authorize the City Administrative Officer, upon accretion of the class to a bargaining 
unit, to amend the appropriate Memorandum of Understanding to reflect the salary 
approved by ordinance.

2.

Fiscal Impact Statement

The Los Angeles Zoo is special funded; there will be no impact to the General 
Fund for one Zoo Nutritionist position.
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