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AB 291 by Assemblymember Chiu would establish numerous legal protections against the 
disclosure of tenants’ immigration or citizenship status to federal immigration authorities. Passage 
of AB 291 is needed more than ever during this extremely difficult time of increasing anti
immigrant attacks on the residents of California. The City of Los Angeles needs to undertake 
immediate steps to enact our own local ordinance to protect our most vulnerable residents. We are a 
City with the 6th highest rental market in the nation, with severe shortage of housing, and a housing 
affordability crisis. At 54 percent, over half of the City’s residents are renters. Stronger legal 
protections need to be enacted to protect tenants from the actions of unscrupulous landlords who 
may disclose, or threaten to disclose tenants’ immigration or citizenship status to federal authorities 
or other parties as part of a pattern of potential harassment, retaliation, or discrimination based on 
immigration or citizenship status, whether it is real or perceived.

LAPD and domestic violence advocates have already documented that our immigrant 
communities are living in fear and not coming forward to report domestic violence. Just as this 
rising fear amongst our immigrant communities is resulting in a reduction in reporting of crimes and 
jeopardizing the health and welfare of our residents, this fear will likely result in a reduction of 
complaints to address health and safety habitability, an increase in harassment and retaliation that 
will lead to displacement, and an increase in homelessness that will also jeopardize the health and 
welfare of our residents, hr order to prevent these consequences, the Housing and Community 
Investment Department and City Attorney should review and report to Council with an anti
immigrant harassment ordinance.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the Housing and Community Investment Department (HCID), 
in consultation with the City Attorney, review the provisions of Assemblymember Chiu’s AB 291, 
and prepare and present to City Council in 30 days an anti-immigrant harassment ordinance that 
mirrors and expands upon the protections, enforcement mechanisms, and remedies listed in AB 291.
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