
PUBLIC SAFETY

MOTION

It has been reported that 1 in 5 people are sexually harassed on public transportation. One of the 
biggest challenges is that riders do not always report instances of harassment on the Metro transit 
system. If riders do not report these instances, then it becomes much more difficult to address 
and combat the crime. In 2015, Metro began their “It’s Off Limits” campaign which encourages 
witnesses and victims to report unwanted sexual behavior and calls attention to the fact that 
sexual harassment will not be tolerated. This campaign was prompted by a survey of roughly 
23,000 Metro riders that showed that 22% of respondents had experienced sexual harassment 
while using the Metro system.

In early 2017, Metro formed a partnership with Peace Over Violence to operate a 24 hour, seven 
day a week counseling hotline where patrons can call and speak to highly skilled advocates who 
are trained to address the issues related to sexual harassment on a transit system.

LAPD is expected to take on policing of the Metro rail and transit lines within the City of Los 
Angeles on July 1, 2017. This presents an opportunity to take a new approach to address this 
ongoing issue.

I THEREFORE MOVE that Metro be invited to present on their ongoing efforts to address 
sexual harassment on the transit system as well as information on how the current campaign is 
impacting instances of unwanted sexual behavior.

I FURTHER MOVE that LAPD be requested to report on what new efforts will be made to 
address instances of sexual harassment on the Metro transit system within the City of Los 
Angeles boundaries, as well as any recommendations on how to educate the community about 
the need to report as well as recommendations on how to make reporting easier and accessible to 
the community. This report should also include information on how LAPD plans to 
accommodate vulnerable immigrant populations who may have concerns about interacting with 
law enforcement given the current political climate.
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