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The City of Los Angeles has long been a destination for refugees and immigrants from 
all over the world, and it is the largest gateway city for new immigrants entering the 
United States. It is therefore in the City’s interest to contribute to positive solutions to the 
challenges of immigration and the humanitarian crises of refugees.

The City has adopted a resolution in opposition to President Trump’s executive order 
which attempts to ban individuals from a number of predominantly Muslim countries. 
Two such executive orders have been blocked by federal courts.

Trump’s anti-immigrant agenda and rhetoric are in direct conflict with the American 
values of diversity, generosity, and inclusivity, values which have for centuries embraced 
immigrants into the American melting pot and which are enshrined in the words found 
on the Statue of Liberty: “Give me your tired, your poor, your huddled masses yearning 
to breathe free.” The United States has a history of welcoming refugees who come from 
all over the world to find safety, to rebuild their lives and to contribute to communities 
throughout the country.

Trump’s remarks concerning refugees and immigrants and his nationalist policy 
proposals have created an environment of fear and intolerance that endangers all 
Americans. The fear of deportation and discrimination can reduce cooperation with law 
enforcement and restrict civic participation that is necessary to improve our 
communities. The Administration fails to adequately acknowledge its role in the increase 
of hate crimes, and its anti-Muslim rhetoric feeds the recruitment of extremist enemies 
while also alienating moderate allies. Meanwhile, by restricting options for refugees, 
Trump is directly jeopardizing thousands of people who are fleeing war, persecution, 
famine, and human rights abuses.

A number of non-profit and faith-based groups provide resettlement support in the Los 
Angeles area. They report that a majority of refugees coming to the City do so through 
the process of family reunification. These groups support the integration of refugees into 
their new communities through guidance and direct assistance with housing, 
employment, transportation, and the gathering of supplies to support resettlement.

The Eagle Rock Neighborhood Council has taken action to support the integration of 
those resettling in the Los Angeles area. It has issued a Neighborhood Welcoming 
Resolution to demonstrate commitment to refugees and immigrants and has begun to 
mobilize support & donations for families in need. The City has the opportunity to help
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expand this network of support and to further welcome newcomers to ease their 
integration into our community.

Given that Neighborhood Councils are deeply engaged in their communities, have 
shown the ability to organize in support of worthy causes, and are active on issues of 
ongoing importance to the City, the Department of Neighborhood Empowerment 
[DONE] should enable and assist any Neighborhood Councils which seek to support 
refugee and immigrant integration into the City, as the Eagle Rock Neighborhood 
Council has done. By making available a replicable model, DONE could make it easier 
for other Neighborhood Councils to get involved. In addition to adopting Welcoming 
Resolutions, for example, Neighborhood Councils may wish to establish Welcoming 
Committees to liaison with resettlement agencies and to mobilize local support for 
families in need.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the Council instruct the Department of Neighborhood 
Empowerment [DONE] to offer a model based on actions taken by the Eagle Rock 
Neighborhood Council in order to enable and assist other Neighborhood Councils who 
choose to support refugee and asylee integration into the City and to foster inclusivity as 
a core value of the City of Los Angeles. DONE should report to Council on any further 
actions it would recommend to foster a network of local Welcoming Committees as a 
means of supporting successful integration of new residents and of countering the 
corrosive and divisive nationalist rhetoric that threatens to perpetuate a climate of fear 
and intolerance.
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