
Eric Garcetti 
Mayor

August 12, 2019

Honorable Members of the City Council
c/o City Clerk
City Hall, Room 395

Honorable Members:

Subject to your confirmation, I have reappointed Ms. Maryam Zar to the Commission on 
the Status of Women for the term ending June 30, 2024. Ms. Zar’s current term expired 
on June 30, 2019.

I certify that in my opinion Ms. Zar is qualified for the work that will devolve upon her, 
and that I make the appointment solely in the interest of the City.

Sincerely,

7V-
ERIC GARCETTI 
Mayor
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COMMISSION APPOINTMENT FORM

Name:
Commission: 
End of Term:

Maryam Zar
Commission on the Status of Women
6/30/2024

Appointee Information

1. Race/ethnicity: Persian

2. Gender: Female

3. Council district and neighborhood of residence: 11 - West

4. Are you a registered voter? Yes

5. Prior commission experience: Commission on the Status of Women

6. Highest level of education completed: J.D., Pepperdine University School of Law

7. Occupation/profession: Social Entrepreneur and Community Activist

8. Experience(s) that qualifies person for appointment: See attached resume

9. Purpose of this appointment: Reappointment

10. Current composition of the commission:

Commissioner APC CD GenderEthnicity

CaucasianPerlman, Nancy West 11 F

Zar, Maryam West 11 Persian F

Vega, Francisca East 11 Latina F

Bernard-Gibson, Erma J. Central 10 African American F

Central CaucasianFilla, Jackie 4 F

CaucasianMessing, Marla West 11 F

CentralPostigo, Jessica 4 Latina F



Maryam Zar

Maryam Zar was born in Iran. She arrived in the United States in 1979 and grew up in 
New Jersey. She went to Boston University for a Bachelor's Degree in Mass 
Communication and to Pepperdine Law School for a Juris Doctorate.

In 1992 she went back to Iran to become an advertising executive at a time when the 
nation was just emerging from war, and made her mark as a fiercely capable woman in 
a patriarchal land where women in the workplace were unwelcome. She parlayed her 
skill and her language arts into a job as an editor for an English language daily 
newspaper and quickly became a rising star, with her own dedicated page. She became 
a correspondent for publications based in London and Dubai. She returned to the States 
to pursue a law degree and become involved in the work of empowering women in the 
developing world.

Since then, she has Founded Womenfound, an organization dedicated to raising 
awareness for the plight of women around the world and advocating for the 
empowerment of women in patriarchal societies where opportunities and rights for 
women are scarce. She has also become a wife and mother, as well as a community 
activist and leader.

She currently Chairs the Westside Regional Alliance of Councils (WRAC) and alliance 
of 14 Neighborhood and community councils spanning the entire westside of LA, and 
has been appointed into the Boards of the Pacific Palisades Park Advisory Board, the 
Pacific Palisades YMCA, the Pacific Palisades Design Review Board, as well a 
nonprofit helping. Educate children around the world, and working in local student 
homelessness, called A More Balanced World.

She is the former Chair of the Pacific Palisades Community Council (PPCC) and the 
Founding Chair of the Pacific Palisades Task Force on Homelessness. She is also the 
an elected delegate for Assembly District 50 and has serves on the Executive Board of 
the Business and Professional Caucus. She is the former President of PTSA at Paul 
Revere Middle School in Los Angeles.

She has been recognized for her work by LA County Supervisor, Sheila Kuehl as 
"Volunteer of the Year” (2016), and named "Honorary Fire Chief” for Pacific Palisades 
by Fire Station 69. She was the first VP of Communications for the UN Women Chapter 
of the US National Committee for UN Women in LA, when it was first founded in 2012, 
and was recently elected as a Delegate for the 50th Assembly District.

She is a tireless advocate for everything that is just, and an endlessly creative thinker 
with the organized skill to motivate people and seek solutions to some of the tough 
issues that face our communities today. She is a contributing writer for the Huffington 
Post as well as her local Los Angeles newspapers. She is the mother of 3 children in 
LAUSD Elementary, Middle and High Schools, and is active at each school with an 
unyielding spirit of community service.
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Eric Garcetti 
Mayor

August 12, 2019

Dear Ms. Zar:

I am pleased to inform you that I hereby reappoint you to the Commission on the Status 
of Women for the term ending June 30, 2024. In order to complete the process as 
quickly as possible, there are several steps that must be taken, many of which require 
visiting City Hall. If you require parking during these procedures, please call Claudia 
Luna in my Office at (213) 978-0621 to make arrangements for you.

To begin the reappointment process, please review, sign and return the enclosed 
Remuneration Form, Undated Separation Forms, Background Check Release and 
Information Sheet within one week of receiving this letter. These documents are 
necessary to ensuring the most efficient, open and accountable City government 
possible.

As part of the City Council confirmation process, you will need to meet with Mike Bonin, 
your Councilmember, and Councilmember Gilbert Cedillo, the Chair of the Immigrant 
Affairs, Civil Rights, and Equity Committee, to answer any questions they may have.
You will be hearing from a City Council committee clerk who will let you know when your 
reappointment will be considered by the Immigrant Affairs, Civil Rights, and Equity 
Committee. Some time thereafter, you will be notified by the committee clerk when your 
reappointment will be presented to the full City Council for confirmation. Once you are 
confirmed, you will be required to take the oath of office in the City Clerk’s Office in 
Room 395 of City Hall. Claudia Luna will assist you during the confirmation process if 
you have questions.



Ms. Maryam Zar 
August 12, 2019 
Page 2

If you move at any point during your term, have any changes in your telephone 
numbers, or in the future plan to resign (resignation must be put in writing), please 
contact my office immediately.

Congratulations and thank you for agreeing to serve the people of Los Angeles.

Sincerely,

7V-
ERIC GARCETTI 
Mayor

EG:dlg



Attachment I 
Ms. Maryam Zar 
August 12, 2019

Nominee Check List

I. Within seven days:

Mail or email the following forms to: Claudia Luna, Office of the Mayor, City Hall, 
200 N. Spring Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012 or email: Claudia.Luna@lacity.org.

Remuneration Form

Undated Separation Forms

Background Check Release

Commissioner Information Sheet/Voluntary Statistics

As soon as possible, the Mayor’s Office will schedule a meeting with you and:II.

Your City Councilmember Mike Bonin

Councilmember Gilbert Cedillo, Chair of the Council Committee 
considering your nomination

Staff in the Mayor’s Office of Legislative and External Affairs will assist you with 
these arrangements.

mailto:Claudia.Luna@lacity.org

