
TRANSPORTATIONMOTION

Preserving Public Safety Next to Active Hillside Construction Sites

Multiple City agencies are typically involved with the enforcement of various City-imposed 
requirements on the new building of residential development at and next to active construction sites, particularly 
in hillside districts. Preserving safety within the public right-of-way with hilly topography and narrow 
roadways is paramount: obstructions which impede free, clear and safe access and circulation of vehicular 
traffic, such as trash trucks, emergency vehicles, and local motorists, must be eradicated. There is a need to 
clarify the enforcement roles of the various City departments.

For example, the Department of Transportation currently only has authority over the enforcement of 
posted time limits restricting the parking of vehicles on public streets. The Director of Planning or Zoning 
Administrator issues determinations to pennit the new construction of single-family dwellings in accordance 
with the Mt. Washington-Glassell Park Specific Plan and the Los Angeles Municipal Code. As part of the 
detenuination, the Director or Zoning Administrator may impose conditions of approval, such as operational 
restrictions during the construction phase and requiring a “Hillside Construction Staging and Parking Plan”.

The Construction Staging and Parking Plan typically prohibits construction equipment or materials to be 
stored within the public right-of-way. It also may restrict delivery and vendor vehicles and require the 
identification of locations of where all contractors, subcontractors, and laborers shall park vehicles in order to 
prevent the blockage of two-way traffic on streets in the vicinity of the construction site. Compliance with the 
Construction Staging and Parking Plan has not been consistently enforced in the hillside neighborhoods subject 
to the Mount Washington - Glassed Park Specific Plan, especially given existing narrow or substandard 
roadways.

While the Department of City Planning may impose conditions of approval as part of its Specific Plan 
Project Pennit Compliance detenuination or Zoning Administrator's Adjustment determination, the Department 
of Building and Safety provides the enforcement of the Municipal Code and city planning conditions of 
approval on the development of private property, not enforcement of activities within the public right-of-way.

Los Angeles Municipal Code Section 62.45 also authorizes the Board of Public Works to issue a 
“Building Materials Permit” to safeguard the public and protect the public street and sidewalk or public 
improvements. Its purpose is to protect public safety within the public right-of-way by regulating the placement 
of material or equipment used in connection with any building or work on adjacent private property. The 
Bureau of Street Services represents the Board’s enforcement arm to ensure compliance with any pennit 
conditions, such as a prohibition on materials occupying space extending more than ten feet out from the curb 
of the same side and only in front of premises for which the permit was granted.

One solution worth exploring is to authorize the appropriate City department to install and enforce 
signage prohibiting the parking of construction vehicles creating blockage of two-way vehicular traffic on 
public streets in hillside districts during specified time limits in the vicinity of an active construction site when 
hazardous and unsafe conditions merit such restrictions.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the City Council instruct the Department of Transportation in consultation 
with the Bureau of Street Services, Department of Building and Safety and Department of City Planning, to 
prepare and present a joint report with recommendations on establishing the authority to install and protocol to 

f enforce appropriate signage prohibiting the blockage of two-way vehicular traffic on public streets during
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specified time limits in the vicinity of an active construction site when unsafe conditions merit such restrictions; 
and clarification of the roles of respective City departments with respect to the enforcement of the Los Angeles 
Municipal Code to protect safety within the public right-of-way with hilly topography and narrow or 
substandard roadways.
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