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April 11,2018

Los Angeles City Council 
c/o Office of the City Clerk 
City Hall, Room 395 
Los Angeles, California 90012

Attention: PLUM Committee

RECOMMENDATION TO ENSURE RELEVANT INFORMATION AND GUIDANCE ABOUT 
DUST SUPPRESSION AND WORKER SAFETY ARE PROVIDED TO APPLICANTS FOR 
CONSTRUCTION AND DEMOLITION ACTIVITIES IN AREAS OF THE CITY WITHIN 1.7 MILE 
RADIUS OF CONCERN FROM THE EXIDE TECHNOLOGIES FACILITY; CF 17-0540

Dear Honorable Members:

On May 12, 2017, Councilmember Jose Huizar proposed a motion (17-0540), requesting that the 
Department recommend an effective method that ensures information and guidance regarding 
dust suppression and worker safety are provided to applicants for construction and demolition 
activities in areas of the City within the 1.7 mile radius of concern from the Exide Technologies 
Facility. Currently, a patchwork of regulations exists that require construction projects to post 
workplace safety rules on-site and curb dust mitigation. To ensure that properties near the Exide 
Technologies Facility are informed and aware of such requirements, the Department recommends 
the subject lots be flagged to alert permit issuance staff. The Department will be providing 
informational pamphlets for onsite distribution and/or on-site posting.

Currently, any private property within any residential district described in the zoning laws of the 
City is prohibited from conducting any activities that cause sand, dust, or dirt to be either blown 
or deposited over and upon the inhabited premises of others per Division A of Chapter IX, Article 
6 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code. Nonresidential properties are required to employ measures 
that prevent the loss of soil through wind or water erosion per Los Angeles Green Building Code 
(LAGBC) Section 5.106.1. Although the intent of LAGBC Section 5.106.1 is to prevent the 
pollution of storm water runoff from the construction activities, the implementation of an effective 
combination of erosion and sediment control and good housekeeping management practices 
(BMP’s) results in effective dust suppression.
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The State of California Department of Industrial Relations (CAL/OSHA) provides rules and 
guidelines aimed at protecting and improving the health and safety of California’s workers. 
CAL/OSHA has published a one-page summary detailing workplace safety rules and workers’ 
rights on the job titled Safety and Health Protection on the Job. CAL/OSHA currently requires that 
this document be posted in a conspicuous place where notices to employees are customarily 
posted so everyone on the jobsite can be aware of the basic rights and responsibilities.

As part of this recommendation, the Department will continue to ensure construction documents 
for nonresidential projects incorporate the appropriate BMP information and ensure residential 
districts are not in violation of LAMC Section 96.02. Additionally, construction and demolition 
activities within 1.7 miles of the Exide Technologies Facility will be flagged so that the 
Department’s permitting staff can provide the applicants with additional information regarding 
existing regulations pertaining to worker safety and dust suppression.

Establishing this process will not require any legislative action, but will involve coordination with 
the Department of City Planning to flag all subject lots located within the 1.7 miles radius of 
concern on the Zone Information and Map Access System (ZIMAS). Once the appropriate lots 
are identified, the Department will follow a procedure similar to Zoning Information File 1192 and 
Zoning Information File 2427 already in place. For example, Zoning Information File 2427 is in 
regards to properties adjacent to freeways for sensitive uses. The Zoning Information File serves 
as an advisory notice to applicants and provides information regarding the future impacts these 
types of uses may have when building within 1,000 feet of freeways. The proposed Zoning 
Information File for dust suppression and worker safety can function similarly to the 
aforementioned Zoning Information File 2427. The applicants can readily access any relevant 
information and guidance about dust suppression and worker safety that will be included in this 
Zoning Information File on ZIMAS for each subject lot.

Should you have any further questions, please contact Catherine Nuezca Gaba at 213 482-0435 
or via email at Catherine.NuezcaGaba@lacity.org.

c.

OSAMA YOUNAN, P.E. 
Executive Officer
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