
File No. 17-060Q-S71

TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE REPORT relative to timeframes for completing Southern 
California Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro) and non-Metro traffic plan review.

Recommendation for Council action:

INSTRUCT the Los Angeles Department of Transportation (LADOT) to report in 180 days with 
a determination as to whether the Permit Plan Review Division has achieved the 20-day plan 
review goal for non-Metro entities and recommendations to reduce the City's striping and signal 
plan review time even further.

Fiscal Impact Statement: The LADOT reports that the plans described in the July 20, 2017 
LADOT report, attached to the Council file, have no significant fiscal impact to the Genera! Fund 
as ail costs associated with staff time reviewing plans and any potential new positions are 
reimbursable through Metro, development fees, or B-Permit charges.

Community Impact Statement: None submitted.

Summary:

On July 26, 2017, your Committee considered a July 20, 2017 LADOT report relative to 
timeframes for completing Metro and non-Metro traffic plan review. According to the LADOT, 
it reviews striping, signal, and both short- and long-term temporary worksite traffic control plans 
for commercial and residential developments and, public works infrastructure projects managed 
by Metro, the Bureau of Engineering (BOE), the California Department of Transportation, the Los 
Angeles Department of Water and Power, and other public agencies. The City is currently 
experiencing growth in both private development and public works infrastructure projects, 
resulting in a surge of striping, signal, and worksite traffic control plans submitted to LADOT for 
review and approval.

The LADOT's Metro Programs Division is responsible for the review and approval of ail plans 
prepared by consultants for Metro's major construction projects, including the Regional 
Connector, Crenshaw/LAX Light Rail Line, Purple Line Sections 1, 2 and 3, and numerous 
smaller transportation projects. During Fiscal Year (FY) 2016-17, the Metro Programs Division 
reviewed and approved 3,657 plans, a 75 percent increase from FY 2015-16 when 2,090 plans 
were reviewed and approved. Per the Master Cooperative Agreement with Metro, the City has 20 
business days to review and approve plans, and we strive to meet this deadline on all reviews. In 
FY 2016-17, 97 percent of the plans submitted were reviewed and approved within 20 business 
days or less, with 45 percent of the plans completed in seven days or less. The few plans that 
exceeded 20 business days were all lower-priority projects for which Metro had granted an 
extension of the review time to complete more critical work sooner.

Also, the LADOT's Permit Plan Review Division is responsible for the review and approval of 
traffic plans for commercial and residential developments and non-Metro public works 
infrastructure projects. Signal plans for these projects have increased 125 percent since 2013. 
Current review periods for signal plans are approximately 30 working days.
LADOT currently reviews five percent of the first submittal signal plans within 20 working days. 
The LADOT is sensitive to the importance of expeditious review of all striping and signal plans to
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meet developer's and contractor's construction schedules. A maximum 20-working-day review 
period is LADOT's goal for plan review turnaround, similar to the BOE.

After consideration and having provided an opportunity for public comment, the Committee 
moved to recommend instructing the LADOT to report in 180 days with a determination as to 
whether the Permit Plan Review Division has achieved the 20-day plan review goal for non-Metro 
entities and recommendations to reduce the City's striping and signal plan review time even 
further. This matter is now submitted to Council for its consideration.

Respectfully Submitted

TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE

MEMBER VOTE 
BONIN: YES
MARTINEZ: ABSENT 
KORETZ: YES
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