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Comments for Public Posting:  I am writing this letter as a Latinx, queer artist and as California

LGBT Arts Alliance’s Executive Director. The Alliance is an LA
Based LGBTQ+ arts nonprofit whose mission is to nurture,
promote, produce queer art and artists that advocate for social
justice, equity, accessibility and preservation of our history in LA
County. We have been in existence since 2014 when we received
our 501 3c status, our audiences are mostly underserved
LGBTQ+ communities that are lacking for representation of their
lives and identity in their mists. We asked the County of
Supervisors and City Council to consider more flexible and
culturally sensitive parameters in terms of accessing vital funding
in cycles to come and consider eliminating exhibit H from the
budget. Dante Alencastre Executive Director California LGBT
Arts Alliance 



I am writing this letter as a Latinx, queer artist and as California LGBT Arts Alliance’s Executive Director. 

The Alliance is an LA Based LGBTQ+ arts nonprofit whose mission is to nurture, promote, produce queer 

art and artists that advocate for social justice, equity, accessibility and preservation of our history in LA 

County. 

We have been in existence since 2014 when we received our 501 3c status, our audiences are mostly 

under served LGBTQ+ communities that are lacking for representation of their lives and identity in their 

mists. 

The Alliance from its inception has brought queer programming to Pacoima, Indio, Coachella, San 

Fernando Valley, East LA, San Diego, Santa Ana to supportive and enthusiastic audiences. 

Since 2018 when I was appointed ED by my board the Alliance has extended their programming, 

received our first NEH grant and held our first fundraiser. 

Our online monthly newsletter is received by almost 2k members and 75 arts organizations that equally 

serve the LGBTQ+ arts community. 

We are grateful to have been recipients of LA County and DCA grants before and look forward to 

receiving funding to continue the work of reaching out our deserving LGBTQ+ communities. 

As a smallish LGBTQ+ arts organization a reduction of funding can mean the end to our organization or 

at least the end of growth and sustainability. 

It is our belief that our organization who is an exemplary prototype of equity, diversity and accessibility 

should be allowed not only to survive but to thrive 

We asked the County of Supervisors and City Council to consider more flexible and culturally sensitive 

parameters in terms of accessing vital funding in cycles to come and consider eliminating exhibit H from 

the budget. 

Personally I am not sure if I’ll be addressing you as an ED in the future but would like to add my support 

for much need  change for organizations that nurture LGBTQ+, indigenous, disabled and other 

marginalized communities in the future. 

Thanks for your attention in this matter. 

Dante Alencastre 

Executive Director 

California LGBT Arts Alliance 

 

 


