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Since 1943, Victory Baptist Church has served the Los Angeles community, spreading the good 
news through song, preaching and teaching. Victory Baptist Church is located at 4802 South McKinley 
Avenue, in Council District 9. Victory Baptist Church was organized and founded on Easter Sunday, April 
2, 1943, by Arthur Atlas Peters, who was soon thereafter ordained a minister.

In 1948, property was purchased near the Church to be used as a child care development center. 
Eventually, this property would expand to include a K-6 grade elementary school and senior citizen 
apartment building.

In 1950, Victory' Baptist Church made national news and inspired thousands when the Sunday night 
services were aired on Channel 11, KTTV, at prime time. The Voices of Victory (a 75-member choir) and 
the Pastor’s messages drew many worshipers to the church.

During the 1960’s, Victory Baptist Church became not only a spiritual center, but a political force 
in the community. The Church hosted fundraisers for the civil rights movement and encouraged voter 
registration. When the Church celebrated its 24th Anniversary, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was the guest 
speaker

The music department continued to grow and the Voices of Victory choir, directed by Samuel 
Spann, became well recognized in their style of playing and singing gospel music. Over the years, a 
multitude of famous singers including Mahalia Jackson, Dorothy Maynor, Jester Harston, The Clara Ward 
Singers, Ethel Waters and others ministered in song at Victory Baptist Church.

In 1976, Reverend Charles N. Chaplan was elected as the Pastor of the Church. It was during his 
tenure that he and his wife Julia Chaplan, accompanied the students from the day school on a trip to 
Washington, D.C., and also led a group from the congregation on a spiritual retreat to Egypt,

In 1995, Reverend W. Edward Jenkins was elected Pastor of the Church. His most significant 
accomplishments include erecting iron gates around the Church and refurbishing the main sanctuary and 
lower auditorium. Over the last few years, Reverend Jenkins has served as Moderator of the Los Angeles 
District Association.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the City Council designate the intersection of East 4th Street and 
McKinley Avenue as the “Victory Baptist Church Square,” and that the Department of Transportation be 
directed to fabricate and install appropriate ceremonial signs to this effect at this location.
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