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C O U N CNEIGHBORHOOD L

Building A Better Community

Bel-Air Beverly Crest Neighborhood Council 
City of Los Angeles Municipal Building 

1645 Corinth Avenue, Room 103-4 
Los Angeles, California 90025 

Office 310-479-6247 
www.babcnc.org

Date: July 24, 2017

Los Angeles City Council
c/o Zina Cheng zina.cheng@lacity.org
Legislative Assistant
City of Los Angeles 200 North Spring Street, Room 395 
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Re; Council File: 17-0764 & 170765 and Board File: 160085

The BABCNC Planning and Land Use Committee supports the Doheny Sunset Plaza Neighborhood 
Association's appeal regarding the haul routes at 9196 & 9016 W Thrasher.

9196 Thrasher is less than 20’ wide and an unimproved sub-standard street. 9196 is a dead end cul-de- 
sac, too narrow for the practical use of a fire truck or other emergency vehicles which would have to 
back out until they reach 9016. Traffic obstructions and enforcement are the basis of this appeal and 
therefore the issuance of these haul routes are inappropriate.

Based on the failure of the City to clear these obstructions, and the lack of enforcement, there is 
substantial evidence that a project or projects may have one or more significant effects on the 
environment, the health, safety and welfare of its residents, and ignoring CEQA Guide Lines that clearly 
addresses Cumulative Impact in this hillside community.

“In determining whether an effect will be adverse or beneficial, the Lead Agency shall consider 
the views held by members of the public in all areas affected as expressed in the whole record 
before the lead agency. Before requiring the preparation of an E.I.R., the Lead Agency must still 
determine whether environmental change itself might be substantial.

In evaluating the significance of the environmental effect of a project, the Lead Agency shall 
consider direct physical changes in the environment which may be caused by the project and 
reasonably foreseeable indirect physical changes in the environment which may be caused by 
the project.
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(1) A direct physical change in the environment is a physical change in the environment which 
is caused by and immediately related to the project. Examples of direct physical changes in
the environment is the dust, noise, and traffic of heavy equipment that would result from construction.

(2) An indirect physical change is to be considered only if that change is a reasonably foreseeable impact, which 
may be caused by the project. A change, which is speculative or unlikely to occur, is not reasonably foreseeable.

Therefore, an E.I.R. is suggested due to the direct and indirect impact caused by the city’s failure to 
address the abovementioned issues. Before an agency can require an E.I.R. they have to make a 
determination. When assessing whether a cumulative effect requires an E.I.R., the lead agency shall 
consider whether the cumulative impact is significant and whether the effects of the project are 
cumulatively considerable. An E.I.R. must be prepared if the cumulative impact may be significant and 
the project’s incremental effect, though individually limited, is cumulatively considerable.

A direct physical change in the environment is a physical change in the environment, which is caused by 
and immediately related to the project or projects. The impacts related to examples of direct physical 
changes are dust, noise, and the traffic of heavy equipment that would result from construction. An 
indirect physical change is to be considered if the change is a reasonably foreseeable impact, which may 
be caused by the project or projects. The residents in this hillside area have testified many times at the 
BBSC to no avail.

An indirect physical change in the environment is not immediately related to the project, but is caused 
indirectly by the project. No matter how much you water down the soil, the dust created from digging it 
up and loading it onto haul trucks is unavoidable. So are the other activities involved in construction. 
The residents are not against construction, but the cumulative impact of the number of projects currently 
in this area, coupled with the fact that there are only two ways out of it, Doheny Drive and Rising Glen. 
The cumulative impact of construction trucks is overwhelming and the public health, welfare and safety 
of the community is unacceptable. Over the past couple of years, some of the residents have experienced 
breathing problems, and some of their children have been to doctors with respiratory issues.

When assessing whether a cumulative effect requires an E.I.R., the lead agency shall consider whether 
the cumulative impact is significant and whether the effects of the project are cumulatively considerable. 
An E.I.R. must be prepared if the cumulative impact may be significant and the project’s incremental 
effect, though individually limited, is cumulatively considerable.

The area surrounding these properties is overbuilt to such a degree that it violates the intent of the 
Baseline Hillside Ordinance which is to protect the Santa Monica Mountains and accordingly with the 
fact that dust, traffic, heavy equipment and direct physical changes in the environment requires a 
determination that the overall environmental change is so substantial that anything further requires an 
E.I.R. “Cumulatively considerable” means that the incremental effects of an Individual project or 
projects are significant, when viewed in connection with the effects of past, current, and future projects.

Sincerely,
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Robin Greenberg, President
Bel Air Beverly Crest Neighborhood Council
email: rgreenberg@BABCNC.org

cc: Nikki Ezhari nikki.ezhari@lacitv.org 
Julia Duncan iulia.duncan@lacitv.org 
Stephanie Savage ssavage@babcnc.org

Ellen Evans ellenevans@outlook.com 
Yves Meiszala vvesrealrealtor@gmail.com 
Stella Jeong sioeng 2229@vahoo.com
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