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Los Angeles City Council
c/o City Clerk
City of Los Angeles
200 North Spring Street, Room 395
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Re: Appeal from Approval by the Board of Building and Safety Commissioners 
Board File No. 160085
Application to Export 8150 Cubic Yards of Earth 
9196 West Thrasher Avenue, Los Angeles

Members of the City Council:

This is an appeal from a decision by the Board of Building and Safety Commissioners 
(the “Board”) on June 20, 1027, approving the above-referenced application, as 
recommended by the Departments of Building and Safety, Transportation, and Public 
Works.

At the hearing, members of the public expressed their serious concerns about public 
safety as a result of the Haul Route. The Los Angeles Municipal Code provides that at 
the hearing the Board “shali consider the views of... all other affected persons” and that 
it "shall then grant or conditionally grant approval of export and import operations or, in 
the event it determines that the grading activity, including the hauling operation, will 
endanger the public health, safety and welfare, it shall deny the request." LAMC § 
91.7006.7.5. The Municipal Code also contains specific notice provisions for the 
hearing. For the reasons set forth below, the Board failed to comply with the Los 
Angeles Municipal Code, and its approval of the application was arbitrary and capricious.

The Appeal Should Be Granted Because Thrasher Is A Substandard 
Hillside Limited Street And Is Less than 20 feet wide.

1.

Thrasher Way was erroneously listed as having a “standard street” status on the 
“DEPARTMENT OF BUILDING AND SAFETY/PUBLIC WORKS PRELIMINARY 
REFERRAL FORM FOR BASELINE HILLSIDE ORDINANCE NO. 181,624 AND 
HILLSIDE ORDINANCE No 174,652” (hillside referral form). In addition, that form 
incorrectly states "yes" in response to the question whether the CPR (continuous paved 
roadway) is at least 20 feet wide from the driveway apron of the subject lot to the 
boundary of the Hillside Area?

A Substandard Hillside Limited Street is one with a width less than 36 feet and paved to a 
roadway width of less than 28 feet LAMC section 12.03.



Los Angeles City Council 
June 30,2017 
Page 2

Measurements taken very recently by neighbors have identified areas along the street as 
being I9’-3” to 19’-6” wide from face to face of curb, with curb completely missing 
along part of it.

Therefore, Thrasher is a Substandard Hillside Limited Street, not a "standard street."
And the City's 20 foot CPR measurement is not accurate The designation as standard or 

sub-standard and the CPR measurements have many consequences, including with 
respect to grading, setbacks, street access, and dedication requirements for public use to 
improve the street. These requirements, which were in effect at the time of 
the application, are listed in detail in this booklet:
https://plannmg.lacitv.org/Code Studies/BaselineHUlsideQrdBHComnrehensiveGuidcl 

s~tEdition.pdf. See also, e.g.","LAMC 12.21.C.10 (i), 12.24X28 (pre-2017). '

It is important to public safety for the City to re-measure the street and to apply the 
relevant development standards that apply to Substandard Hillside Limited Streets.

II. The failure to provide clear two-way access on Thrasher Avenue makes this 
route unsafe.

At this hearing and at many previous ones related to using Thrasher Avenue as a haul 
route, neighbors have expressed concerns about worker parking along the route as well as 
about several large dumpsters that block an entire lane of traffic on Thrasher Avenue. 
'These dumpsters seem to be permanently placed and are located on curves, making the 
street challenging to navigate even absent a haul route.

Repeated requests to have the Board of Building and Safety Commissioners direct Public 
"Works to revoke permits for dumpsters and office trailers located on haul routes have 
fallen on deaf ears.

Running a haul route on what is effectively a one-lane road is both unsafe and 
irresponsible.

III. The City’s failure to provide adequate enforcement of traffic laws makes 
this haul route unsafe and therefore improper.

In v irtually ev ery hearing related to haul routes in the Bird Streets, neighbors have 
presented into evidence the fact that basic traffic laws are not enforced in our area. 
Vehicles, including dump trucks, travel at unsafe speeds and stop signs are routinely run 
v ith impunity, because the fact that laws are not enforced is common knowledge.

Until the Police Department is directed to provide daily enforcement of traffic laws in the 
area, any haul route operating here is unsafe and therefore improper.
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Very truly yours,

Barbara Dawson
9141 W. Thrasher Avenue

/
Bruce Garratt 
1457 N. Blue Jay Way

Lisa G.i' i alt 
14^W. Blue Jay Way


