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Re: Appeal from Approval by the Board of Building and Safety Commissioners 
Board File No. 160112
Application to Export 5400 Cubic Yards of Earth 
9016 West Thrasher Avenue, Los Angeles

Members of the City Council:

This is an appeal from a decision by the Board of Budding and Safety Commissioners 
(the “Board”) on June 20. 1027, approving the above-referenced application, as 
recommended by the Departments of Building and Safety, Transportation, and Public 
Works.

At the hearing, members of the public expressed their serious concerns about public 
safety as a result of the Haul Route The Los Angeles Municipal Code provides that at 
the hearing rhe Board “shall consider the views of... all other affected persons” and that 
it "shall then grant or conditionally grant approval of export and import operations or, in 
the event it determines that the grading activity, including the hauling operation, will 
endanger the public health, safety and welfare, it shall deny the request." LAMC § 
91.7006.7.5. The Municipal Code also contains specific notice provisions for the 
hearing. For the reasons set forth below, the Board failed to comply with the Los 
Angeles Municipal Code, and its approval of the application was arbitrary and capricious.

I. The failure to provide clear two-way access on Thrasher Avenue makes this 
route unsafe.

At this hearing and at many previous ones related to using Thrasher Avenue as a haul 
route, neighbors have expressed concerns about worker parking along the route as well as 
about several large dumpsters that block an entire lane of traffic on Thrasher Avenue. 
These dumpsters seem to be permanently placed and are located on curves, making the 
street challenging to navigate even absent a haul route.

Repeated requests to have the Board of Building and Safety Comm issioners direct Public 
Works to revoke permits for dumpsters and office trailers located on haul routes have 
fallen on deaf ears.
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Running a haul route on what is effectively a one-lane road is both unsafe and 
irresponsible.

II. The City’s failure to provide adequate enforcement of traffic laws makes this 
haul route unsafe and therefore improper.

In virtually every hearing related to haul routes in the Bird Streets, neighbors have 
presented into evidence the fact that basic traffic laws are not enforced in our area. 
Vehicles, including dump trucks, travel at unsafe speeds and stop signs are routinely run 
with impunity, because the fact that laws are not enforced is common knowledge.

Until the Police Department is directed to provide daily enforcement of traffic laws in the 
area, any haul route operating here is unsafe and therefore improper.

Very truly your;

Gr______________■"

Barbara Dawson
9141 W. Thrasher Avenue

Bruce Garratt 
1457 N. Blue Jay Way

rn ' /
Lisa Gapratt
1457 N. Blue Jay Way


