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As part of the recent amendments to the RecycLA service contracts, the service providers will delay rate 
adjustments for a year that are intended to support source-separated organics collection and processing. This 
postponement will have the effect of limiting the crucial development of the organics collection program and 
potentially impacting the City’s long-term diversion efforts and compliance with State Law. AB 1826 (Chesbro) 
chaptered in 2014 requires jurisdictions/service providers to source separate organics on and after April 1,2016.

To minimize the impact of the organics postponement, the Bureau of Sanitation (LAS AN) should use the year to 
launch an Organics Implementation Team, (including the existing City Food Waste Task Force and LA Food 
Policy Council Working Group), that would drastically increase educational efforts, both to customers and 
service providers, regarding the organics collection program. This effort should also ensure that appropriate 
operational steps are taken to effectively source-separate organics in the near-term.

In this manner, by 2020, the City can roll out a world-class organics program that provides leadership in the 
industry and meets high standards of environmental sustainability, greenhouse gas drawdown, and regenerative 
needs for resilience. The organics program should produce high-grade compost that can help sequester carbon 
dioxide, increase water holding capacity and infiltration of soil and reduce the use of chemical fertilizers, 
herbicides and pesticides on farmland, parkland and other City lands, and community gardens. In addition, the 
organics program should model best practices on multiple fronts, including, for anaerobic digestion in such a 
way that the material serves to limit methane leaks and related pollutants in the community, community 
composting, and on-farm arrangements.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the Bureau of Sanitation (LASAN) be instructed to form an Organics 
Implementation Team composed of a Board of Public Works Commissioner, LASAN representatives, RecycLA 
service providers, and stakeholders to provide a robust educational/outreach effort regarding the organics 
collection program, its objectives, and affordability for customers via recycling assessments and support for 
community-based compost infrastructure; and ensure that operational steps are taken to effectively source- 
separate organics in the near-term with action-oriented deliverables on multiple fronts.

I FURTHER MOVE that LASAN work with the RecycLA service providers to ensure there is a strong, 
consistent organics educational/outreach message across the entire City so the effort is conducted with one voice.

I FURTHER MOVE that LASAN create an environmental rating system so that RecycLA service providers can 
be rated on their performance, including especially in organics collection and processing, including where 
organic materials end up.

I FURTHER MOVE that LASAN track and report-back on each RecycLA Service Provider’s education and 
outreach efforts during the two-year optimization period, including but not limited to, the number of customers 
who are given contamination notices per franchise zone, average number of contacts per customer, number of 
trainings provided, types of trainings, and contamination levels within franchise zones both before and after the 
optimization period is over.

I FURTHER MOVE that LASAN report on the status of these efforts in 45 days and provide the Council with 
regular Uj throughout the
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