
 
October 11, 2017 

 

Councilmember Mike Bonin 

Chair, Transportation Committee 

200 N. Spring St. 

Los Angeles, CA 90012 

 

 

Subject: CF # 17-0934: California Disabled Placard Parking Reform. 

 

Dear Mr. Bonin: 

 

Established in 1924, Central City Association (CCA) is committed to advancing policies that enhance 

Downtown Los Angeles’ vibrancy and increase investment in the region. By improving accessibility for 

disabled individuals, increasing the availability of on-street parking, and reducing roadway congestion 

caused by drivers cruising for parking, we believe that the proposed California disabled placard parking 

reforms will help achieve those aims. 

 

Due to its high residential and employment density and limited supply of metered parking spaces, 

Downtown LA is especially in need of smart reforms like the ones proposed by the Accessible Parking 

Policy Advisory Committee. Monday afternoon, for example, in an unscientific survey of 7th Street 

between Figueroa and Spring Streets we found that 20 of 29 metered spaces were occupied by disabled 

placard users. This is not an uncommon finding, and because of the time limit and payment exemptions 

available to placard users, many such spaces remain occupied by the same vehicle throughout the day.  

 

The consequences of our current disabled placard parking policy have negative impacts on commerce as 

well as accessibility. Our current rules limit turnover of shoppers and visitors, often reserving this 

important public space for a single user for a full day or longer when it is intended to be shared by many 

users on a time-limited basis. Relatively few spaces end up available to drivers without disabled placards, 

so occupancy regularly hovers near 100%. Professor Donald Shoup of UCLA has identified this as a 

significant contributor to congestion in Downtown as drivers cruise in search of parking, and the lack of 

unoccupied spaces means that disabled placard holders, like everyone else, are rarely able to find on-

street parking. While placard holders may occasionally get lucky and secure a short- or long-term metered 

space, our current system does not consistently work well for anyone. 

 

To address these challenges, CCA is especially supportive of 4 of the proposed reforms: 1) establishing a 

two-tiered pricing system, 2) directing revenue to accessibility improvements, 3) installing accessible 

meters/payment options, and 4) improving on-street enforcement. Together, we believe that these 

complementary proposals can significantly improve accessibility for disabled users, increase the 

availability and turnover of on-street parking, and reduce placard abuse. 

 

We would also like to suggest one amendment to the tiered placard system: including 4-hour time limits 

for Tier 1, which would eliminate most of the incentive to use a metered space for daily or overnight 



 

parking. We do not believe that a valid public purpose is served by eliminating time limits entirely, and 

that concerns relating to mobility and accessibility are adequately addressed by providing extended time 

limits to Tier 1 placard holders. Without this amendment, we are concerned that even a small number of 

Tier 1 placard holders may monopolize the limited number of metered spaces in Downtown and 

throughout the city, limiting turnover and access for all. 

 

We are very appreciative of the Advisory Committee’s efforts and your Committee’s interest in promoting 

more rational, equitable parking policy, and we look forward to seeing these reforms enacted at the state 

and local level. 

 

Sincerely,  

Jessica Lall 

President & CEO, Central City Association of Los Angeles 

 

 

Cc: Councilmember Nury Martinez, Vice Chair 

Councilmember Paul Koretz 


