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Los Angeles County officials recently informed Council District (CD) 12 that illegal dumping is 
occurring in the Browns Canyon area in and adjacent to CD 12. According to the County, transporters 
of construction material, including but not limited to dirt and/or construction debris and/or junk and 
salvage, are using City streets to access unpermitted or unlicensed dump sites in Browns Canyon to 
illegally dispose of construction material. Further, this material is picked up throughout the City 
enroute to these illegal dumping sites.

County officials have investigated the properties suspected of receiving the construction material. They 
found that these properties are not legally permitted or licensed facilities and that they are pursuing 
legal action against them.

These commercial-sized dump trucks are consistently found to be overweight and illegally transporting 
construction material on City streets that are not designed to carry that load. Browns Canyon Road is 
showing the strain of this illegal activity.

In an effort to address this problem, the County has requested enforcement-oriented assistance from the 
City. A potential option would be to adopt an ordinance making it a misdemeanor to use City streets to 
knowingly transport to an unlicensed or not properly permitted site and to receive or process this 
material. The ordinance should institute a $1,000 fine per incident. Additionally, the ordinance should 
include the ability to add possible criminal action against all parties involved - including the 
hauler/driver, trucking company, contractors and developer/owners of sites where the construction 
material originates.

In this manner, all parties involved in this criminal activity would be less inclined to dispose of 
construction material at these illegal locations, and follow existing code and procedures to legally 
dispose of construction debris. The perpetrators know the rules, but participate due to the lower cost of 
illegal dumping. If the fines cost more than the legal tipping fees, the illegal activity would diminish.

I THEREFORE MOVE AND REQUEST the City Attorney to draft an ordinance that would make it a 
misdemeanor to use City streets to knowingly transport construction material, including but not limited 
to dirt and/or construction debris and/or junk and salvage, to a site unlicensed or unpermitted to receive 
or process said construction material.

*

I FURTHER MOVE that the Department of Transportation be directed to open an investigation, 
engineering or traffic study, to establish appropriate road restrictions to be imposed on the City’s 
portion of Browns Canyon Road, and that the Department be authorized to post such regulatory signs 
as necessary.
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