
CITY OF LOS ANGELES
INTER-DEPARTMENTAL MEMORANDUM

November 13, 2018Date:

The Honorable City Council 
c/o City Clerk, Room 395, City Hall
Attention: Honorable Mike Bonin, Chair, Transportation Committee

Seleta J. Reynolds, General Manager 
Department of Transportation

To:

From:

Subject: REVIEW OF BEST PRACTICES FOR OVERSIZE VEHICLE PARKING RESTRICTIONS (COUNCIL 
FILE 17-0956)

SUMMARY

This report summarizes the Los Angeles Department of Transportation (LADOT) initial review of best 
practices for restricting oversize vehicle parking by other municipalities.

RECOMMENDATIONS

That the City Council RECEIVE and FILE the report.

BACKGROUND

On January 12, 2018, the Los Angeles City Council (Council) adopted CF 17-0956, directing LADOT to 
report back with an analysis of the best practices and ordinances that permit, restrict, and/or ban 
recreational vehicle (RV) parking on public streets in other municipalities. The motion states, "As a result 
of the rise in homelessness, there is also an increase of people living in oversized/recreational vehicles 
(RVs)." Concurrently, residents are reporting concerns about the presence of oversize vehicles and RVs 
reducing roadway space (especially on narrow streets), occupying multiple parking spaces, and impeding 
line of sight at intersections and driveways.

On June 29, 2010, Council approved an ordinance amending Los Angeles Municipal Code (LAMC) Section 
80.69.4 to revise the definition of oversize vehicles, and to establish a procedure to investigate and 
determine whether the parking of such vehicles between 2:00 AM and 6:00 AM on designated City 
streets is prohibited (Council File 09-3036). Since 2010, Council has approved numerous resolutions to 
restrict the parking of oversize vehicles on streets throughout the City. In 2017, Council adopted over 
130 resolutions. After oversize parking restriction signs are installed, the vehicles often move to nearby 
streets until parking restrictions are posted on those streets. Communities continue to experience a 
proliferation of these vehicles, and the current program provides a piecemeal approach to the problem.

On June 27, 2018, Council approved (CF-14-1057-S4), a six month extension to LAMC Section 80.52, 
restricting the use of vehicles for dwelling purposes, with a revised sunset date of January 1, 2019. The 
Council motion instructed the Department of City Planning, City Administrative Officer (CAO), Chief 
Legislative Analyst (CLA), and Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority (LAHSA) with the assistance of 
the City Attorney, Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD), and any Department that is necessary, to
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report on the feasibility of developing Vehicle Dwelling Parking programs, that prohibits vehicle dwelling 
near the program sites, and restricts vehicle dwelling parking sites from being within 500 feet of schools, 
preschools, daycare facilities, and parks.

California Vehicle Code for Oversize Vehicles

The State of California authorizes local authorities to establish their own policies that prohibit or restrict 
vehicles of a certain size from stopping, parking or standing in adherence with California Vehicle Code 
(CVC) 22507. CVC 22507 states:

Local authorities may, by ordinance or resolution, prohibit or restrict the stopping, parking, or standing 
of vehicles, including, but not limited to, vehicles that are six feet or more in height (including any load 
thereon) within 100 feet of any intersection, on certain streets or highways, or portions thereof, during 
all or certain hours of the day. The ordinance or resolution may include a designation of certain streets 
upon which preferential parking privileges are given to residents and merchants adjacent to the streets 
for their use and the use of their guests, under which the residents and merchants may be issued a 
permit or permits that exempt them from the prohibition or restriction of the ordinance or resolution. 
With the exception of alleys, the ordinance or resolution shall not apply until signs or markings giving 
adequate notice thereof have been placed...

California Coastal Commission

California voters established the California Coastal Commission in 1972 to protect public access and 
coastal resources. To ensure ongoing beach access, the Commission requires all local governments to 
comply with the California Coastal Act's mandate to "maximize public access to and along the coast and 
maximize public recreational opportunities in the coastal zone consistent with sound resources 
conservation principles and constitutionally protected rights of private property owners."

LADOT contacted the California Coastal Commission for any policies or standards on oversize vehicle 
parking in the coastal areas. The Coastal Commission indicated that they acted on requests for Oversize 
Parking Districts in the cities of Ventura and Santa Cruz, but not in Los Angeles County. However, the 
Coastal Commission considers and approves restrictions on a case by case basis with public access to the 
coastal area as a key factor.

DISCUSSION

To understand how other large cities address oversize vehicle and RV parking, LADOT staff reviewed the 
parking programs and municipal codes of the largest cities in the United States by population. Because 
California has unique laws and oversight from the Coastal Commission, staff concentrated the review of 
municipal codes on eight cities in California in addition to several large cities outside of the state.

Practices among Large Non-California Cities

Nine large cities in the United States (New York, NY; Chicago, IL; Houston, TX; Phoenix, AZ; Philadelphia, 
PA; San Antonio, TX; Dallas, TX; Austin, TX; and Jacksonville, FL) prohibit the parking of oversize vehicles 
and RVs throughout either the entire city or the entire residentially-zoned portion of the city by default. 
San Antonio allows limited parking of oversize vehicles for trip preparation, but only for a maximum of 
48 hours prior to and 24 hours after use, and only twice within any calendar month. Austin bans
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camping in public areas, which includes using a vehicle as a living accommodation on a street or in a 
parking lot. Jacksonville bans use of recreational vehicles for living purposes in residential areas.

Practices among Select California Cities

LADOT surveyed eight large to medium-sized California cities, including Anaheim, Long Beach, San Diego, 
San Francisco, San Jose, Santa Barbara, Santa Clarita, and Santa Monica. These municipalities were 
selected because they have some form of oversized vehicle restrictions in place, and share similar coastal 
and/or tourism traits with Los Angeles.

Restricted TimesCity Restricted Area Permit Program

Anaheim AllEntire city No

Long Beach All residential areas. 
Non-residential areas based 

on need

Residential areas - All; 
Non-residential areas - 
2:00 AM to 5:00 AM

Yes

San Diego Entire city 2:00 AM to 6:00 AM Yes

San Francisco Entire city 12:01 AM to 6:00 AM No

Select areas based on citizen 
request or determination of 
Director of the Department 

of Streets and Traffic

San Jose All No

Santa Barbara AllEntire city Yes

Santa Clarita Weekdays, holidays 
excluded

Entire city Yes

Santa Monica Entire city 9:00 PM to 6:00 AM Yes

For additional information on each California city surveyed, please see the Appendix.

Best Practices Options

Options Pros and Cons
1. Current Practice Pros:

• Allows for oversize vehicle parking districts to be 
created when a problem arises.

• Daily permits accommodate residents.
• Enforcement requirements continue at current 

levels, only expanding as signs are posted in 
various areas.

Maintain status quo with posting signs 
restricting parking between the hours of 
2:00 AM and 6:00 AM for oversize vehicles 
except by permit. Daily permits are limited 
to not exceed three consecutive days.
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Cons:
Cost and Timeline: As needed and will 
vary based on the number of oversized 
vehicle restrictions approved by City 
Council. In 2017, approximately 4,000 
signs were installed at an approximate 
total cost of $350,000.

Once oversize parking restrictions are posted, 
oversize vehicles often move a few blocks away or 
to another street that does not have oversize 
parking restriction signs posted.
Piecemeal approach creates a large backlog of 
oversize vehicle parking district sign requests. 
Significant cost to the City for manufacturing and 
posting the signs.

2. Current Practice with Permit Limits Pros:
Allows for oversize vehicle parking districts to be 
created when a problem arises.
Daily permits accommodate residents with fewer 
permits allowed per month to prevent ongoing 
storage of residents' oversize vehicles on-street. 
Enforcement requirements continue at current 
levels, only expanding as signs are posted in 
various areas.

Maintain status quo with posting signs 
restricting parking between the hours of 
2:00 AM and 6:00 AM for oversize vehicles 
except by permit. Daily permits are limited 
to not exceed three consecutive days. A 
monthly limit of six total permits per 
household to prevent ongoing storage of 
resident vehicles in posted areas while still 
allowing for trip preparation and return.

Cons:
Once oversize parking restrictions are posted, 
oversize vehicles often move a few blocks away or 
to another street that does not have oversize 
parking restriction signs posted.
Piecemeal approach creates a large backlog of 
oversize vehicle parking district sign requests. 
Significant cost to the City for manufacturing and 
posting the signs.

Cost and Timeline: As needed and will 
vary based on the number of oversized 
vehicle restrictions approved by City 
Council. As a baseline, in 2017, 
approximately 4,000 signs were installed 
at a total cost of approximately $350,000.

3. Citywide Oversize Vehicle Parking Ban Pros:
Eliminates oversize vehicles on public streets 
citywide with limited exceptions.
Fewer LADOT resources required than issuing 
permits and creating new oversize vehicle parking 
districts.
Easier policy to enforce.

Citywide ban of oversize vehicles with 
exemptions for government, public utility, 
commercial loading vehicles, buses, and 
vehicles with disabled license plate or 
placard.

Cons:
Restrictive for residents that own recreational 
vehicles.
Displaces those living in oversize vehicles with 
limited options to park elsewhere in the City.
Not consistent with current oversize vehicle 
restricted parking hours, so existing oversize 
restrictions signs need to be replaced or removed. 
City currently lacks enforcement and sanitation 
capacity for this option.

Cost: Approximately $900,000 to post 
signs at all entrances to the City and 
remove current signs.

Timeline: Approximately 20 months, 
assuming four full-time staff assigned to 
post signs at all entrances to the City and 
remove current signs.
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4. Citywide Oversize Vehicle Parking Ban 
with Temporary Permits and Expanded 
Safe Parking Program

Pros:
Limits oversize vehicles on public streets citywide 
with exceptions for residents, businesses, and 
other classifications.
Easily regulated process.
Provides a safe haven for people living in oversize 
vehicles that need overnight parking.

Citywide ban of oversize vehicles with 
exemptions for temporary residential 
permits, companies doing business within 
the City, government, public utility, 
commercial loading vehicles, buses, and 
vehicles with disabled license plate or 
placard. Expand the Safe Parking Program 
to include designated public streets and 
lots in each council district to allow 
persons living in oversize vehicles to safely 
park overnight and receive social services.

Cons:
Limits residents and businesses, not already in 
oversize vehicle parking districts, ability to park 
on-street.
Potentially greater resource needs to administer 
the Program.
Need to identify locations and resources to 
accommodate the Safe Parking Program.
Not consistent with current oversize vehicle 
restricted parking hours, so existing oversize 
restrictions signs would need to be re 
removed.
City currently lacks enforcement and sanitation 
capacity for this option.
Current Safe Parking Program cannot handle the 
expected demand.

Cost: Approximately $900,000 to post 
signs at all entrances to the City and 
remove current signs.

or

Timeline: Approximately 20 months, 
assuming four full-time staff assigned to 
post signs at all entrances to the City and 
remove current signs.

5. Citywide Overnight and Intersection 
Oversize Vehicle Parking Restrictions with 
Temporary Permits and Expanded Safe 
Parking Program

Pros
Limits oversize vehicles on public streets citywide 
with limited exceptions.
Consistent with current oversize vehicle restricted 
parking hours, so existing oversize restrictions 
signs would not need to be replaced or removed. 
Addresses concerns regarding oversize vehicles 
inhibiting visibility of intersections.

Citywide restriction of oversize vehicles 
between the hours of 2:00 AM and 6:00 
AM, and prohibit parking of said vehicles 
within 50 feet of public intersections. 
Exceptions for temporary residential 
permits, companies doing business within 
the City, government, public utility, 
commercial loading vehicles, buses, and 
vehicles with disabled license plate or 
placard. Expand the Safe Parking Program 
to include designated public streets and 
lots in each council district to allow 
persons living in oversize vehicles to safely 
park overnight and receive social services.

Con
Limits residents and businesses, not already in 
oversize vehicle parking districts, ability to park 
on-street.
Residents would only be able to park their 
oversize vehicle on their street.
Displaces those living in oversize vehicles with 
limited options to park in the City.
City currently lacks enforcement and sanitation 
capacity for this option.
Current Safe Parking Program cannot handle the 
expected demand.

Cost: Approximately $450,000 to post 
signs at all entrances to the City.
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Timeline: Approximately eight months, 
assuming four full-time staff assigned to 
post signs at all entrances to the City.

It may be beneficial for the City to create a task force with representatives from LADOT, LAPD, LAHSA, 
Housing and Community Investment Department, Sanitation, City Attorney, and any other departments 
that can contribute to the overall effort to address the issue of homeless living in vehicles.

LADOT consulted with the LAPD, Safe Parking LA, and LAHSA. After discussing the best practice options 
in this report, LAPD and LADOT Parking Enforcement lack the resources to enforce citywide oversize 
vehicle restrictions, and the official police garages lack the towing and storage capacity to handle the 
expected number of vehicles impounded under citywide oversize vehicle parking restrictions. Each 
official police garage only has space to store between two to four oversize vehicles. Unless additional 
impound storage is identified, this would limit the City's ability to enforce oversize restrictions.

Compounding the enforcement limitations, vehicles cannot be towed while occupied. If an individual 
refuses to leave their oversize vehicle, LAPD, LADOT Parking Enforcement, and the official police garages 
cannot tow vehicles that violate oversize restrictions.

Safe Parking LA and LAHSA report that sufficient safe parking resources do not currently exist to meet 
projected demand, given the additional requirements of oversize vehicles compared to standard sized 
vehicles.

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT

Revenue from the sale of permits will be applied towards covering the cost of implementation, 
administration, and enforcement of the new oversize vehicle restrictions. Costs for the various options 
range from approximately $350,000 annually under current practices to a one-time cost of between 
$450,000 to $900,000 for the various citywide restriction options for sign fabrication, installation, and 
removal. Enforcement costs are unknown at this time.

SJR:KH:LE:gh

Attachment



APPENDIX - Oversize Vehicle Restrictions Among Select California Cities

Anaheim

Under an ordinance effective in May 2018, the City of Anaheim prohibits oversize vehicle parking on all 
city streets. There is no provision within the ordinance that allows residents to purchase permits to park 
their oversize vehicles within city boundaries.

The ordinance exempts: vehicles with a disabled placard or license plate; emergency parking for up to 24 
consecutive hours due to mechanical breakdown or physical incapacity of the driver or owner; 
government vehicles; public utility vehicles parked while the operator is conducting official business; 
vehicles actively loading and unloading persons or merchandise, or in engaged in construction or other 
work associated with an adjacent residence or building; vehicles loading, unloading and/or preparing for 
travel; and vehicles displaying a temporary placard issued by the City Manager.

Long Beach

In June 2017, the City of Long Beach banned oversize vehicle parking in all residential areas, and posted 
signs at all city entrances via surface streets and freeway off-ramps. Residents who provide proof of 
residency can purchase up to 22 household permits each year to park in residential areas for loading or 
maintenance purposes with a minimum of 24 hours between permit uses.

Long Beach can prohibit oversize vehicle parking in non-residential areas for traffic or safety purposes. 
Occupants of a non-residential block can petition to prohibit oversize vehicle parking with signed support 
from at least two-thirds of the street frontage occupants. Additionally, the City Traffic Engineer may post 
oversize vehicle restrictions in a non-residential area at the written request of a council district office, 
subject to either majority support or lack of sufficient opposition from the affected occupants. Signs 
posted within a business district restrict parking from 2:00 AM to 5:00 AM. Long Beach prohibits living in 
vehicles on public streets in its municipal code.

San Diego

The City of San Diego implemented its Oversize Parking Program in 2016. This program prohibits vehicles 
over 27 feet in length and 7 feet in height from parking within 50 feet of any intersection, alley, or 
parking lot between 2:00 AM and 6:00 AM without a permit. To ensure commercial activity is not 
hindered, the program exempts vehicles actively loading, unloading, or performing a service.

Residents with proof of residency and vehicle ownership can purchase 24 hour permits to park 
Recreational Vehicles (RV) on their block for up to 72 consecutive hours. No more than 72 permits may 
be issued to one address in a calendar year. San Diego's RV permit program prohibits overnight camping, 
lodging, or accommodation while parked on any public street.

San Francisco

The City of San Francisco established an Oversize Parking Pilot Program in 2013. The pilot program 
restricted parking vehicles over 22 feet in length or 7 feet in height between 12:01 AM and 6:00 AM 
without any permit exemptions. The City posted approximately 700 signs in residential and public use 
areas, such as parks and recreation centers. Families living in oversize vehicles were directed to a
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program where they could safely store their vehicle after enrolling in case management to ultimately 
secure permanent housing.

The 2013 pilot relied on a ordinance that classified violations as a misdemeanor and gave the Police 
Department singular authority over enforcement. Due to inadequate resources within that department, 
the program was unenforceable and San Francisco chose not to expand the program. If the ordinance 
was written as a civil violation, and therefore enforceable by both police and traffic officers, the program 
may have been more successful. However, given the inability to enforce the program, the Board of 
Transportation Directors did not approve new sign postings. Instead, San Francisco took a more targeted 
approach to outreach and created a Department of Homeless and Housing that has a Vehicular 
Homeless Team to provide targeted assistance to people living in their vehicles and RVs.

San Jose

San Jose takes a similar approach to Los Angeles, allowing the Director of the Department of Streets and 
Traffic to establish "No Large Vehicle Parking Zones" following a citizen's request and departmental study.

Santa Barbara

In 2015, the City of Santa Barbara attempted to ban oversize vehicle parking citywide, but faced legal 
challenges because alternatives were not identified. In 2016, Santa Barbara adopted less restrictive 
measures including signage prohibiting oversize vehicle parking without a valid permit. The City posted 
signs at entrance points to the City, including freeway off-ramps and arterial streets within the City. After 
these modifications, lawsuits were withdrawn.

Free Oversize Vehicle Disability Permits are available to residents who have a valid disabled placard or 
license plate and who require an oversize vehicle to accommodate their mobility-related disability.
These permits are valid for one year and may be renewed. Permits may be used by the permit holder to 
park adjacent to their home, workplace, or facilities where they receive services.

The City issues Contractors Oversize Vehicle Parking Permits to businesses with oversize commercial 
vehicles. Permitted vehicles may park in the public right-of-way between the hours of 7:00 AM and 8:00 
PM. Applicants must have a valid Santa Barbara Business License and be current on all applicable city 
taxes, and vehicles must have a commercial registration issued by the California Department of Motor 
Vehicles.

Santa Barbara offers a Safe Parking Program that provides case management and outreach to the 
homeless, and off-street overnight parking to individuals and families living in their vehicles. The City 
provides 133 confidential, daily-monitored parking places for those living in their vehicles. Owners must 
provide a current driver's license, registration, and insurance.

Santa Clarita

The City of Santa Clarita adopted an Oversize Parking Program in January 2001. Santa Clarita's Oversize 
Vehicle Parking Program defines oversize as 23 feet in length, 7 feet in width, or 8 feet in height, and any 
vehicle that meets at least two of those criteria is considered an oversize vehicle. RVs can park for 48 
consecutive hours at a time without a permit, and residents may purchase permits that exempt their RVs 
from the oversize vehicle restrictions for an additional 72 hours. Any vehicle that displays a disabled
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placard or license plate is exempt from oversize vehicle parking restrictions. The City's program is not in 
effect on holidays and weekends.

Santa Monica

The City of Santa Monica adopted an ordinance in February 2013 that prohibits oversize vehicles from 
parking on any city street between the hours of 9:00 PM and 6:00 AM without a permit. Santa Monica 
issues permits for residents to park non-commercial RVs in residential areas at no cost upon proof of 
residency and vehicle registration. The City posts signs indicating the parking restrictions on all streets 
entering the city limits.

Santa Monica limits residents to one permit per 30 day period. However, residents may request permits 
for periods of up to 30 days. It is possible for residents to park their RV in residential areas on an 
ongoing basis. There is no requirement for residents to park the RV on their own block, thus allowing 
vehicles to be parked on any residential street and potentially impact other parts of the community. The 
City allows oversize vehicles in beach parking lots and have the same time restrictions as passenger 
vehicles.
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