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August 8, 2019

The Honorable City Council
Of the City of Los Angeles
Trade, Travel and Tourism Committee Members
City Hall, Room 395
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Re: Response to City of Los Angeles Council Motion No. 17-0971-S2LAX

Van Nuys

City of Los Angeles Dear Committee Members:
Eric Garcetti 
Mayor Attached please find the joint Los Angeles Department of Water and Power (LADWP) 

and Los Angeles World Airports (LAWA) quarterly reports for the fourth quarter of CY 
2018 and first quarter of CY 2019 in response to the subject motion.

Board of Airport 
Commissioners

Sean 0. Burlon 
President

Since our last report, LADWP and LAWA have made some progress on reliability and 
resilience of the power supply to Los Angeles International Airport, such as:Valeiia C Velasco 

Vice President

Gabriel L. Eshaghian 
Beatrice C Hsu 
Nicholas P Roxborough 
Thomas S. Sayles 
Dr. Cynthia A TeMes

LAWA’s implementation of protocols to ensure continued testing of back-up 
power systems according to manufacturer's recommendations.

LADWP and LAWA collaboration in developing, the emergency 
communication protocols between the two departments which impact 
notifications to LAWA for restoration time following a power outage.

Deborah Flint 
Chief Executive Officer

Reaching a final agreement on a new Interconnection Agreement for the LAX 
Central Utility Plant, an agreement which has been dormant for several years.

Tacit agreement of LADWP to locate a field response team on LAX within the 
next year.

LADWP and LAWA partnering with the National Renewable Energy 
Laboratory to find better ways of securing a more reliable and sustainable 
power and water resource.

LAWA working with our stakeholders and tenants regarding the 
implementation of more resilient standards to our airport terminal systems as 
recommended by the Electric Power Research Institute study for lAx.

LAX continues to routinely suffer from power outages and surges. A total of 15 
outages (both momentary and sustained) in 2019 are recorded to date. Three of the 
most impactful of these were:
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On August 3, 2019, LAX experienced a power interruption that caused loss 
of power to various airline and LAWA offices, flight information display 
boards, concessions operations, bus gates, and other equipment on the 
north side of Tom Bradley International Terminal (TBIT). It took nearly three 
hours to restore power and get TBIT back to full operations.

On July 3, 2019, a 10-second power outage took down Terminals 2, 3, 4, 5, 
Tom Bradley International Terminal, the Central Utility Plant and traffic signals 
in the Central Terminal Area. Even though LAWA was able to restore power to 
all affected areas within 1-hour, these 10- seconds contributed significantly to 
vehicular, airline and passenger movements as well as Federal Inspection 
Services (TSA & Custom and Border Protection) processing.

On June 5, 2019, LAX loss power for four hours. This caused a major 
disruption to flights, airport security and airport operations as well as 
significant stress and frustration for the travelling public. In fact, Southwest 
among other airlines had 14 cancellations and 18 delays. In addition, LAX 
experienced major traffic back-up on Sepulveda Blvd, Century Blvd and the 
405 freeway. Though power was eventually restored, LAWA is still waiting for 
LADWP’s response on the root cause of this prolonged outage.
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In the short term we are working together on several initiatives. They include 
evaluating ways to rapidly install portable back-up generators to selected terminals so 
they are on the ready for a power interruption; updating power outage event 
communication protocols to help expedite response time; revising LAWA quick 
access and escort protocols to facilitate LADWP emergency crews into secure areas; 
and offering an LADWP field office on LAX campus for faster emergency response.

Regardless of immediate steps taken to react to power loss, without reliable power 
LAX will continue to be subject to disruptive power anomalies. That is why LAWA is 
entering into the procurement of one long-term solution to power reliability with a new 
Receiving Station X (RS-X) that is planned to be commissioned in the 2023 
timeframe. This new receiving station will provide dedicated connection to a high 
voltage transmission line with LAWA as the only client. LAWA received bid submittals 
July 25, 2019 in response to our RS-X design and construction request for proposals 
and plans to award a contract this fall.

We appreciate your interest in this important issue and trust that your scrutiny will 
continue to facilitate solutions on the part of both agencies.

If you have any questions or if additional information is required, please contact me at 
424-646-5260, or you may have a member of your staff contact Mr. Mark Adams, 
Chief Management Analyst of Government Affairs, at 424-646-5114.

Sincerely;
/cx

Flinty 
Chief Executive Officer 
Los Angeles World Airports



Attachments: Joint LADWP-LAWA fourth quarterly report for 2018 
Joint LADWP-LAWA first quarterly report for 2019 
Council Motion No. 17-0971-S2 dated January 17, 2018 
Initial LADWP-LAWA Joint Report dated February 27, 2018

Councilmember Mike Bonin, City of Los Angeles, Council District 11
Martin L. Adams, Interim General Manager, LADWP
Michele Schwartz, Chief of External Affairs
Mark Adams, Chief Management Analyst
Robert L. Gilbert, Strategic Advisor
Michael Christensen, Deputy Executive Director - Operation and Maintenance 
Robert Falcon, Interim Deputy Executive Director - Planning and 
Development Group 
Mina Hanna, Senior Airport Engineer
Jack R. Waizenegger, Landside Access Modernization Program Electrical 
Consultant
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