
MOTION IMMIGRANT AFFAIRS, CIVIL RIGHTS AND EQUITY

It is estimated that there are 11 million immigrants in the United States without 
legal status. One million of those are estimated to be in the County of Los Angeles. 
President Donald J. Trump has proposed policies that target undocumented immigrants 
for detainment and deportation through the Department of Homeland Security. The 
reports of immigration enforcement agencies detaining and expediting deportations 
have increased anxiety and fear among the undocumented individuals that they will be 
separated from their families and livelihood.

The City of Los Angeles recognizes the importance of the immigrant contribution 
to our culture and economy. The City must do all it can to help immigrants gain access 
to the system that can grant them legal status. Citizenship will provide the right to vote, 
full access to good paying jobs, the opportunity to run for public office, and the ability to 
travel abroad with ease,

The Mayor's Office of Immigrant Affairs has identified common barriers to 
naturalization, which include the high upfront costs of applying, the lack of English 
proficiency, lack of time to prepare for the citizenship exam, and the general lack of 
knowledge about the naturalization process. The City has made strides to develop 
policies that address the plight of the undocumented in our region, and the Council 
recently created a special committee to examine citywide immigration and civil rights 
issues. The Council also approved funding for the Los Angeles Justice Fund, designed 
to provide legal resources and services to Los Angeles’ immigrant population. Still there 
is more to do.

The Council should explore all available resources to open opportunities for the 
millions of eligible people who are undocumented. The Council should request the City's 
Immigrant Advocate, City Administrative Officer (CAO) and Office of the Chief 
Legislative Analyst (CLA) to report on the available resources to increase opportunities 
to access the naturalization and citizenship process.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the City Council instruct the City of Los Angeles’ 
Immigrant Advocate, along with the City Administrative Officer (CAO) and Chief 
Legislative Analyst (CLA) to report on resources available to increase opportunities for 
immigrants to access the naturalization and citizenship process.
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