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Ron Galperin 

ControllerSeptember 13, 2017

Honorable Eric Garcetti, Mayor 
Honorable Michael Feuer, City Attorney 
Honorable Members of the Los Angeles City Council

Re: Department of Recreation and Parks - Condition Survey and Report Card

Our community parks provide Angelenos with opportunities to play, learn and relax; they increase quality 
of life, foster community, enhance air quality, and improve health. To assess how well the Department of 
Recreation and Parks (RAP) is shepherding these resources, I retained KH Consulting Group to study 40 
L.A. community parks and survey 3,749 L.A. residents, in partnership with RAP. This methodology was 
inspired by “New Yorkers for Parks,” which has issued report cards for New York City parks since 2003. 
Los Angeles parks need more support. The results of this report show that maintenance, sustainability and 
safety are among the chief concerns. The resulting scorecards also indicate that the lowest graded parks 
are throughout the East San Fernando Valley, South L.A./Harbor, and Metropolitan/Greater downtown 
Los Angeles areas.

Prioritizing and Planning Park Maintenance

While L.A. Parks received “A” grades for the maintenance and conditions of children’s play areas and 
park center interiors, both the survey research and report card assessment agreed that park restrooms are 
most problematic. 37% of surveyed L.A. residents indicated that maintenance, especially cleanliness, is 
the area in need of greatest improvement. Restrooms received “C” grades overall, and 16 community 
parks received “D” or “F” grades for their restrooms. Although reduced staffing has caused RAP to focus 
on unplanned and on-demand requests in a reactive manner, a more proactive approach is needed. RAP 
should implement an operations and staffing plan that can improve the condition of parks, and among 
other things, provide staff to monitor and clean restrooms daily. In addition, an asset inventory 
management system could help RAP plan preventative maintenance by making it easier to analyze life
cycle and work-order trends; such a system would also help allocate management and repair crews. These 
changes would increase efficiency, leading to cleaner facilities and, eventually, reduced costs. It is critical 
that we first prioritize better maintenance of our park facilities, prior to creating additional parks.

Ensuring Sustainability for Years to Come

L.A. parks face a number of environmental challenges. Due to pests, disease and drought, RAP estimates 
it will lose 30% of its trees over the next three to five years. Such losses would harm the City since trees 
offer significant environmental and health benefits. City leaders should support RAP efforts to replace 
dead trees and increase the diversity of tree species.
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Additionally, recent changes to the L.A. Department of Water and Power rate structure will increase 
RAP’s annual water costs from $9 million to $22 million. Although RAP reduced its water use by 56% 
since 2007 and invested in “smart” irrigation systems, the high cost of water will be increasingly 
burdensome. As a solution, better stormwater management can offset the need to purchase water, while 
protecting natural resources during drought; therefore, it is important to invest in infrastructure such as 
permeable ground surfaces.

Creating Safe and Inviting Parks in All L.A. Communities

In our survey of L.A. residents, 46% said safety deterred them from using parks more. The presence of 
gangs can intimidate everyday users and RAP employees alike. Graffiti, vandalism, and other crimes 
drain resources from RAP and restrict access to facilities such as restrooms and recreation centers. 
Improving safety, especially in high-crime areas, will require increased coordination with the public, 
nonprofit groups, and public agencies such as the Police Department, and the City’s Gang Reduction and 
Youth Development program.

Homeless encampments pose another challenge for many parks, particularly in terms of maintaining clean 
restrooms, preventing public health hazards, and performing grounds maintenance. Current allocated 
resources are inadequate to meet the need and removing encampments is not a solution if people have 
nowhere to go. Despite these challenges, better coordination with City and County agencies should be 
pursued to limit the negative impact of encampments.

Planning and Funding Solutions

To address these issues, the City must plan strategically. In that regard, the L.A. Parks Report Cards can 
help set standards for future evaluation, identify park priorities, develop a Citywide master plan, and 
monitor progress. By first focusing on park assets with the lowest grades, and parks with the lowest 
overall grades, RAP can improve user experiences more efficiently. I urge RAP to adopt the Report Card 
model, and continue to fill existing maintenance position vacancies, to mitigate its maintenance issues and 
determine how best to manage its assets. In order to maximize RAP’s operating budget, the Department 
should explore partnership opportunities with nonprofit organizations to fund the scorecard assessment.

I also recommend that RAP think more creatively about funding maintenance and upgrades with existing 
funds, such as exploring the use of special City funds that typically have been used for new parks, and to 
reallocate other existing funds. This could allow RAP to pay for these plans, invest in innovation, and 
fulfill important mandates such as emergency preparedness. Without sufficient staff, equipment and more 
strategic planning, RAP cannot adequately improve maintenance, sustainability, and safety. With smart, 
strategic investment, all Angelenos can enjoy the safe, clean, and welcoming parks they deserve.

You may find more detailed findings and recommendations, in the attached report, and online at 
parkgrade.la.

Respectfully submitted,

Ron Galperin 
CITY CONTROLLER
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L.A. Parks Report Cards:
City of Los Angeles Department of Recreation & Parks (RAP) 

Condition Survey & Report Card

Report Summary

The City of Los Angeles's Department of Recreation & Parks (RAP) is 127 years old, making it 
one of the nation's oldest park departments. RAP is the steward of 444 park sites on 16,150 
acres of parkland within the City of Los Angeles. It offers recreational opportunities, social 
and cultural programs, and open space to the youth, adults, and seniors of Los Angeles. In 
addition to the traditional parks, RAP provides diverse park experiences, such as skate parks, 
dog parks, golf courses, museums, camps, and the world-class Griffith Park Observatory.

Community parks were the focus of the three-volume "L.A. Parks: L.A. Recreation & Parks 
Condition Survey & Report Card" report. Community parks typically serve multiple 
neighborhoods within a three-mile radius with venues for recreation, athletics, and open 
space. Some of their amenities may include picnic areas, children's play areas, walking paths, 
athletic fields, gyms, and swimming pools, depending on the site and community needs.

VISION FOR COMMUNITY PARKS

Parks serve a critical function in providing urban populations with open space for recreation 
and leisure. As democratic spaces, they welcome all without hesitation, embracing residents, 
workers, and visitors alike. They are also important places for:

Incorporating nature into the city landscape

■ Addressing large-scale environmental issues, particularly in light of climate change, 
heat island effect, and prolonged droughts

Targeting a variety of age groups to support moderate and vigorous physical 
activities - healthy behaviors which are important to communities and individuals' 
well-being

The mere presence of a park will not necessarily attract park users. Parks must have 
facilities and offer services that residents want to use. They must be maintained and 
managed to keep them safe, clean, and inviting. Parks are at their best when they are well- 
used by a variety of different age groups all day, every day. An active park is a true 
community asset that helps children, youth, adults, and seniors to:

■

■
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Socialize, make valuable connections, and obtain social support 
Enjoy being outdoors 
Increase physical activity

Clean, functional, and accessible parks improve the quality of life for residents and 
stimulate economic development by enhancing the value of surrounding properties.

■
■
■

L.A. PARKS GRADES

This project involved the assessment of 40, or 42%, of the City's 95 community parks. These 
40 community parks are referred to collectively as "L.A. Parks" in this report. The majority 
of the parks (60%) studied are between 5 acres and 24 acres. The largest L.A. Park is Valley 
Plaza Park (77.6 acres). The smallest L.A. Park is Patton Street Park (.4 acres).

KH Consulting Group (KH) served as the prime contractor, working with team members 
from RAND Corporation and the Office of the Designed Landscape (OotDL) to conduct this 
study on behalf of the Office of the Controller.

The KH team made more than 70 site visits to the L.A. Parks between October 2016 and 
June 2017. KH worked with Controller and RAP staff to design a stakeholder survey to gain 
public input regarding perceptions of community parks. The Office of the Controller, 
Department of Neighborhood Empowerment, and RAP distributed the online questionnaire. 
RAP distributed and collected hard copies of the questionnaire at the community parks. The 
online and hardcopy questionnaires were available in either English or Spanish. In total, 
3,749 participants responded to the questionnaire - 1,589 individuals (42%) responded 
online and 2,160 individuals (58%) completed hard copy questionnaires.

Each community park had strengths and weaknesses.

Strengths. The L.A. Parks achieved A grades for the maintenance and conditions of 
the children's play areas, park center interiors, and gyms. Specific community parks 
also received overall A grades: Culver Slauson, Jim Gilliam, Palisades, Patton Street, 
and Westwood Parks.

Weaknesses. Park cleanliness was an over-riding concern. Many parks earned low 
grades in specific areas. The most problematic area was restrooms, especially field 
restrooms, which received a C grade overall; 16 of the 40 community parks received 
grades of D or F for their restrooms, which at times were un-usable. David M. 
Gonzales, Lou Costello, MacArthur, and Sun Valley Parks received the lowest grades 
(C+/C) overall.

The City and RAP want the public to use their community parks. Heavy park use and greater 
density of homeless individuals using the parks generate increased maintenance needs, 
making it more challenging for RAP to maintain clean parklands, facilities, and restrooms.

■

■
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L.A. Parks' Grade Summary: Overall Maintenance Features

The L.A. Report Cards of the maintenance features identify specific areas in need of 
improvement, particularly restrooms.

Overall Grades, 
Maintenance Features

L.A. Park Grades

Children's Play Areas 

Picnic & Sitting Areas

A-

B+

Outdoor Courts B+

Athletic Fields B+

Landscaping & Natural Areas 

Exercise Areas/Trails

B

B+

Park Center Interiors A-

Exterior Infrastructures B+

Park Cleanliness B-

CRestrooms

Drinking Fountains B

Absence of Graffiti B

L.A. Parks' Grade Summary, By Community Park

The following table summarizes the overall grades for the 40 L.A, by geographic area. Parks. 
Volume I of the report displays the detailed grades for maintenance features, by L.A. Park.

Overall Grades, 
By ParkL.A. Parks, By Geographic Area

Metropolitan Area
Chevy Chase 
El Sereno 
Hollenbeck 
Lafayette 
Lemon Grove 
MacArthur 
Montecito Heights 
Patton Street 
Shatto

B
B
B-
B-
B-
C-
B-
A-
B+
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Overall Grades, 
By ParkL.A. Parks, By Geographic Area

Westside Area
Culver Slauson
Jim Gilliam
Oakwood
Palisades
Pan Pacific
Robertson
Westwood

A-
A-
B+
A-
B+
B
A-

South L.A./Harbor Area
th B-109 Street

Algin Sutton
Augustus Hawkins
Fred Roberts
Leland
Lou Costello
Martin Luther King, Jr.
South Park
Van Ness
Wilmington

B
B+
B
B+
C+
B
B-
B+
B

East SFV Area
David M. Gonzales 
Delano
North Hollywood 
Panorama City 
Sun Valley 
Sylmar 
Valley Plaza
Van Nuys-Sherman Oaks 
Victory-Vineland

C
B
B
B
C
B
B-
B
B+

West SFV Area
Granada Hills 
Northridge 
Tarzana 
West Hills 
Winnetka

B
B
B
B+
B
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RAP should adopt the L.A. Parks Report Cards' approach to all community parks and 
develop similar grading methodologies for other types of parks. This report builds on the 
approach used in New York City by New Yorkers for Parks (NY4P), and adds some new 
assessment techniques and aspects when looking at community parks in the City of Los 
Angeles. Although the NY4P organization has been issuing report cards since 2003, this 
approach is new for the City of Los Angeles. As a result, this effort establishes baseline data 
for RAP to use and build on to determine the greatest priorities for resource allocations.

RAP should develop a plan for routinely assessing community, regional, neighborhood, and 
pocket parks. In this way, RAP can monitor progress and share results to improve public 
accountability, evidence-based management, and continuous improvement initiatives.

MAJOR FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Many of the recommended actions RAP can do on its own; some require collaboration with 
other City and County departments.

Maintenance

RAP's maintenance function is responsible for providing the residents and visitors of the 
City of Los Angeles with safe, attractive, and well-maintained parks and recreation facilities. 
It is a significant challenge. There is room for 
improvement.

RAP is still feeling the effects of the major 
budget reductions imposed in the wake of 
the 2008 economic recession. RAP's FY 2016
2017 staffing levels are 33% less than they 
were in FY 2007-2008.

Changes in the cost structure for City 
overhead services and utilities have 
burdened RAP with additional de facto 
budget cuts. RAP's "Park Proud L.A. 2017
2021 Strategic Plan" (Draft, April 2017) and "Equitable Workforce and Service Restoration 
Plan" (September 2016) provide the direction and details for RAP to restore and improve 
the maintenance of the City's parks. The recommendations in this report are consistent 
with and support these plans RAP has developed. A part of this service restoration plan is 
to revise its regional organizational structure, which impedes effective coordination of 
ground and facility maintenance and program activities at the parks.

Our recommendations seek to move RAP from its current stance of "do the best you can 
with the resources you have" to a professional organization that uses technology, data 
analyses, and best practices in its maintenance functions. Becoming a more effective 
maintenance organization requires RAP to make the transition from demand-driven "repair 
of the broken and failed" to planned preventive maintenance. Planned preventive 
maintenance can better ensure that parks and facilities are in a state of good repair and

RAP Authorized Positions by Fiscal Year (FY)
2,500 -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

6796 of2,000 numberof

compared to4J£ FY 2007-20081,500E
T5
Jj 1,000
E

500
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2009

2009
2010

2010- 2011- 2012- 2013
2014
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2015
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available for use. Preventive maintenance is less costly in the long run. To develop an 
effective preventive maintenance program requires an asset inventory and asset 
management system, which RAP lacks.

Other recommendations address a continued focus on the efficient use of resources, both 
human and material (water, electricity, equipment, etc.). RAP also must respond to special 
issues, such as the threats of drought and pests to the parks' trees and the crisis of the 
rising homeless population. RAP should monitor park and facility usage, ensuring adequate 
response during periods of high-usage demands (e.g., cleaning, maintaining, and upgrading 
of restrooms). Some of the recommendations require joint-agency efforts to control 
graffiti, reduce gang presence, address homelessness, or implement innovative watershed 
management practices.

Our intention is that the report's findings will point out the seriousness of the current 
situation and our recommendations will provide guidance for meaningful improvements. 
The City of Los Angeles will or has benefitted from different funding sources:

Proposition H (to end homelessness)

Proposition K (to acquire, improve, construct, and maintain City parks, recreation 
facilities, and other projects)

Proposition A (County park funding)

Quimby funds (increased funding for parks and park improvements as a result of real 
estate development)

Despite these funding sources, RAP must continue to ensure it can cover additional staff 
hours and maintenance activities for new facilities, parklands, and programs made possible 
by these Propositions. If the new funding results in additional facilities and property 
without corresponding funding for programming and maintenance of the facilities, it 
could actually make matters worse.

Tree Canopy, Drought, and Pests

RAP should ensure the environmental benefits of the parks are enhanced and sustained. 
L.A. Parks are directly affected by the environmental challenges facing Southern California, 
such as:

■

■

■

■

Increased water costs. Los Angeles Department of Water & Power (LADWP) 
recognized RAP with the "Recycled Water Customer of the Year Award" in 2017. 
RAP's ability to maintain green and healthy community parks is impaired, however, 
by increased water costs and mandated water use reductions. RAP should 
strengthen its partnership with LADWP and Los Angeles Department of Public Works 
(LADPW) to more aggressively pursue water conservation and watershed 
management practices.

■
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Effects of drought. Outdoor areas have been suffering from 
drought conditions and mandatory water conservation 
measures for the past 2 to 3 years, with many stressed trees 
and dried lawns. Community parks are public spaces that can 
be enjoyed by all. RAP should seek relief from LADWP's 
watering restrictions (regarding days and frequency) so that 
RAP can apply best practices in watering to maintain its parks 
and prevent tree loss.

Threats to tree canopy. The tree canopy is important for air 
purification and mitigating rising temperatures. Drought, pests 
(particularly the Shot Hole Borer), and lack of urban forest 
diversity led RAP to estimate that 30% of the parks' 325,000 
trees will die in the next 3 to 5 years. Trees can play an 
important role in managing the City's micro-climates; however, 
the community parks have many unshaded areas and lack 
urban forestry diversity (as documented in Volume II). RAP 
needs a tree canopy plan and tree replacement program.

Irrigation systems. RAP should upgrade its irrigation systems to

reduce leaks, help keep mature trees alive, and improve water 
conservation. Landscaping and trees are critical features of 
parks that attract park users and are vital parts of the City's 
ecosystem. Keeping mature trees alive and healthy should be a 
priority.
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Park Use

People are more likely to thrive when they engage in routine physical 
activity and when they have multiple positive social connections. Parks 
are a public good that can make a major contribution to support 
residents' health.

RAP should provide more programs and events at under-used parks, 
especially at parks located in areas with high population density.
Local community parks should offer more and varied activities to serve 
the diverse needs of local residents. L.A. Parks have an average of 
more than 50,000 residents within a one-mile radius. Serving this 
many people means that a wide array of programming should be available.

More outreach and marketing is needed to make local residents aware of existing and new 
programs. Scheduling more events at parks, such as dances, concerts, and competitions, is 
an opportunity to attract local residents.

The City of Los Angeles and RAP should invest more resources in community parks and 
expand park hours and services to attract more users. A cultural shift is needed to make
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parks more appealing, as greater use of parks will ultimately translate to a healthier 
population. That shift will require resources for programming, staffing, improving 
maintenance, and making capital improvements.

Parks are community assets with multiple facilities and infrastructure; however, RAP park 
buildings are generally closed to the public on Sundays and many are open only part of the 
day on Saturdays—days when most people have leisure time. During many of the L.A. Parks 
site visits, there was only one staff person on duty on a Saturday, which made it difficult for 
them to open indoor facilities and monitor what was happening outside in the park.

Parks and Gender

RAP should continually strive to close the gender gap in the use of community parks. RAP 
reports that it has 1.5 million participants in its sports programs each year.1 Females 
represent approximately 26% of RAP's youth sports participation citywide.

Girls Play LA (GPLA) is designed to increase girls' participation in sports by helping to 
support sports league costs for girls, ages 6 to 15. Through GPLA, girls participate in various 
youth sports programs, such as softball, basketball, and volleyball. In FY 2015-2016, RAP 
reported that GPLA supported 438 teams with 5,178 participants at 49 sites. Although GPLA 
is a good start, much more needs to be done to engage girls and women in using 
community parks.

On the basis of KH's stakeholder questionnaire, females care about the parks: 61% of the 
respondents were female. In addition, 75% of the females versus 69% of the males thought 
"Exercise is Important." Walking was the most popular exercise (76%) in comparison to 
team sports (38%) for all respondents. Therefore, recreational offerings beyond sports 
programs (e.g., dance, gymnastics/tumbling, music, and even martial arts) can attract more 
women and girls.

Females are more concerned than males about safety and program offerings available at 
the community parks. Different park design elements can make parks more attractive. For 
example, women are more comfortable jogging or walking on circular paths. On the KH 
stakeholder questionnaire, females had a greater interest in the children's playgrounds, 
whereas males were more interested in athletic fields and sports courts. Women also enjoy 
greater access to nature versus the asphalt courts and artificial turf fields, which are 
prevalent in many of the community parks.

RAP has established a strategic priority to offer more free and equitable recreation 
programming. It should monitor and report on park use, by gender and age, to determine 
what kinds of programs, park design, and park elements increase park use. In addition, RAP 
should continue to enhance its targeted marketing efforts to attract women and girls to the 
parks.

1 City of Los Angeles Department of Recreation & Parks, Annual Report 2015-2016.
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Park Safety

RAP must aggressively work with other agencies to tackle safety issues. The goal should 
be to make parks safe havens where people can recreate and enjoy open spaces. The 
presence of gangs and graffiti deter some people from using the parks. Although most L.A. 
Parks are safe, there is a wide range of reported crimes in the surrounding areas. The 
presence of gangs and graffiti in some of the community parks can make them less used and 
increase maintenance demands.

RAP should continue to partner with the Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD) and other 
community groups to reduce crime and gang presence in park neighborhoods. RAP has 
been working to rebuild its Park Ranger Program. RAP should establish criteria for assigning 
Park Rangers to specific community parks with greater safety issues.

RAP must aggressively work with other agencies to 
address trespasser and camping issues. Although there 
appears to be some coordination with social services, ' 
park staff members should not be expected to handle £ 
the challenges of homeless individuals on park facilities % 
alone.

MacArthur Park, one of the more affected L.A. Parks, had 
at least 20 tents during one of the daytime site visits. The 8 
community parks are not designed to handle overnight 
camping. The restrooms are not equipped for bathing.

Evicting the homeless, however, will not solve the problem if they have nowhere to go. 
Addressing these homeless challenges requires concerted and coordinated efforts by the 
City of Los Angeles Department of Housing, Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority 
(LAHSA), and the various departments in the County of Los Angeles that deal with mental 
health, public health, and social services, including wrap-around services. The aim should be 
to ensure that individuals are connected with services that can address and resolve the 
problems that made them or keep them homeless (e.g., economic catastrophe, substance 
abuse, or mental illness). There should be some consideration given to assigning more social 
services staff from other social services agencies and nonprofit organizations to the most 
heavily impacted parks.

Park Master Planning and Land Acquisition

RAP should ensure community park master plans are up to date. RAP does a reasonable 
job in fulfilling its mission of what a community park was in the 20th century. In the 21 
century, expectations are higher for what community parks can and should be.

RAP lacks master plans for many of its community parks that combine community park 
standards and community characteristics and needs. RAP needs to determine the optimal 
mix and placement of:

; .
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Outdoor park areas for soccer fields, playgrounds, jogging trails, urban trails, 
multipurpose fields, picnic areas, natural areas, dog parks, skate parks, and various 
types of sports courts

Park facilities, such as restrooms, pavilions, senior centers, recreation centers, gyms, 
pools, parking, etc.

Diversity of trees and plantings for greenways, open spaces, and watershed 
management purposes

Planned programmatic offerings and activities

Maintenance and sustainability considerations

Other factors relevant to a given community

With park master plans, RAP will have identified the needed enhancements for cohesive 
community parks as new funding sources become available. The park master plans should 
define the desired balance among open space, recreation, and facilities that serve the 
public.

RAP should ensure it has the resources to maintain and deliver programs when it acquires 
parkland. In the last 5 years, RAP has added 45 parks with a total of 125.7 acres - an 
average of 2.8 acres per addition. Most of the added parks are neighborhood parks (small 
acreage and pocket parks), although 5 are community parks and 4 are larger regional parks. 
RAP needs to ensure it has the resources and budget to care for them and future land 
acquisitions.

Summary

Given the limited resources and land available for parks, the City and RAP need to make the 
best use of existing parks, ensuring they are well-maintained, inviting, and well-used. Parks 
are also important to help mitigate the negative environmental impact of climate change.

■

■

■

■

■

■

OUTSIDE PROJECT SCOPE

There were a number of financial areas that were outside of the scope of this project, which 
may warrant further review:

The City's overhead charges on RAP
Unfunded mandates, such as emergency preparedness in the parks 
LADWP's water and electricity rate increases without corollary investments in 
technology to reduce usage rates 
The City's use of park permit fees

■
■
■

■
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ARRANGEMENT OF THE REPORT

This L.A. Parks Condition Survey and Report Card is divided into three Volumes. Highlights of 
the contents of each volume follow.

Volume I: L.A. Parks Report Cards of 40 Community Parks

Volume I presents the L.A. Parks Report Cards for the park features overall and for the 40 
individual community parks studied. The recommendations outline the need for RAP to:

Adopt the L.A. Parks Report Cards' approach to 
identify priorities and monitor progress

Focus initially on improving maintenance 
issues with the lowest grades (e.g., field 
restrooms and park cleanliness) and the L.A. 
Parks with the lowest overall grades

Increase awareness and access to park 
programs and facilities

Make the best use of resources available and 
seek greater investments in the community 
parks

■
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Volume II: L.A. Parks Case Studies of 15 of the 40 community parks

Volume II presents case studies and a series of interpretative maps, focusing on the economic 
and social benefits of 15 of the 40 L.A. Parks. On the basis of this analysis, RAP needs to:

Maximize the tree canopy in all parks, given 
the environmental and health benefits of trees

■

- j

Establish and implement a tree canopy plan to 
replace dead trees, increase the number and 
species of trees, and retrofit community parks 
to have more diverse tree ornamental areas

Re-design L.A. Parks' surfaces so they are more 
permeable and can provide storm water 
retention and filtration (reinforced further in 
Volume III)

Make the best use of available community 
parks and pursue opportunities to take 
advantage of open spaces that are not 
designated parklands

■

■
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September 2017■

KH

suiting Group (KH),
1417 FAX: 310^203-5419 Em

, Suite 200, Los Angees CA 
Web Site: wwwTeBphore: 310/203- yB^khcgco

Several recommendations involve RAP working with other City departments to:

Infiltrate storm water from the neighborhoods surrounding community parks

Reduce crime in park neighborhoods with high crime statistics by partnering with LAPD 
and other groups

■

■
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Volume III: L.A. Parks' Challenges and Maintenance Recommendations

Volume III discusses L.A. Parks' challenges and outlines maintenance recommendations. The 
Appendix contains the questionnaire results from 3,750 stakeholders regarding the 
community parks.

Environmental challenges. Given the environmental 
importance of the parks and the environmental 
challenges facing Los Angeles, RAP should:

Implement improved water management 
practices for its sprinkler and irrigation systems

Partner with LADWP for more effective 
watershed management practices (also 
discussed in Volume II)

Continually strive to reduce its energy use 
through energy-saving solutions and innovative 
financing arrangements

Develop a comprehensive tree replacement 
program, including the removal of dead and 
diseased trees (also discussed in Volume II)

/■.

■
i« '

k -fS
■

MacArthur Park

RON | GALPERIN>]■
Volume III: L.A. Parks' Challenges and 
Maintenance Recommendations
L.A. Recreation & Parks Condition Survey & Report Card

September 2017

■
KH

KH Con 
: 310/203-5

rg Group (KH), 1 
FAX: 310/203-5

1 Avenue
: gayia@khog.oom * Web Site: www.KHCorsultingGroup.:

Park cleanliness. RAP should:

Continue its graffiti removal program efforts and partner with other agencies to 
reduce gang presence

Develop a comprehensive plan and funding program to upgrade, maintain, and clean 
park restrooms, particularly field restrooms

■

■

RAP Organizational Structure & Staffing. RAP should continue its current efforts to:

Reach optimal staffing levels and use available options to supplement its resources as 
needed

Restructure its management and regional organization for grounds and facility 
management

Develop efforts to capture the institutional knowledge of its key people before they 
resign or retire

■

■

■
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RAP Management Tools & Practices. RAP should:

Develop an asset management inventory system to refine preventive and routine 
maintenance requirements

Build on existing knowledge and practices to develop a preventive maintenance 
program with workload standards, based on its asset inventory and maintenance 
operations analysis

Engage maintenance staff during the design and construction review process with 
follow-up reviews

Take advantage of technology innovations to improve maintenance operations and 
reduce costs

■

■

■

■

Evidenced-Based Management and Planning. RAP should:

Use the L.A. Parks Report Cards as baseline data and a model for establishing standards 
and monitoring progress in all community parks; adapt the approach to its other types 
of parks

Develop master plans for its community parks

■

■

The three Volumes, along with the grades and scores, stakeholder questionnaire data, and 
interpretative maps, are posted on the City Controller's website at: 
http://www.lacontroller.org/Parkgrade.LA
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Introduction
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■MThe L.A. Park Report Cards establish baseline data 
and provide the City of Los Angeles and Department 
of Recreation & Parks (RAP) management with 
insights for determining resource priorities and 
allocations.
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KH Consulting Group (KH), teamed with RAND 
Corporation and Office of the Designed 
Landscape (OotDL), to conduct the L.A. 
Recreation & Parks Condition Survey & Report 
Card project.

The report cards serve as snapshots for RAP, 
the City, and the public to assess the 
conditions of the parks against a benchmark, 
identifying priorities and transferring lessons- 
learned from high-performing parks to low- 
performing ones.

Project Scope
This project includes 40 of RAP's 96 
community parks. Community parks typically 
serve multiple neighborhoods within a 3-mile 
radius with venues for recreation, athletics, 
and open space. Some of their amenities may 
include picnic areas, children's play areas, 
walking paths, and athletic or aquatic 
complexes, depending on the site and 
community needs. Some community parks 
may be small with only a single athletic field or 
playground.

Tasks Performed
The work effort entailed:

■ RAP management and employee 
interviews

■ Document reviews and research

■ 40 park site visits conducted on 
Saturdays in Fall 2016

■ 15 additional site visits to collect data 
for the environmental and social 
benefits analysis for case studies

■ 11 additional site visits to observe 
maintenance operations (Volume III)

■ 7 follow-up site visits in Spring 2017 for 
validation of the Fall 2016 findings

■ A stakeholder questionnaire with 3,749 
responses (distributed both online and 
at park sites and in English and Spanish)

In addition to the Report Cards (Volume I), the
project includes 15 Case Studies (Volume II)
and analysis of RAP's challenges and
maintenance operations (Volume III).

Objectives
The overall objectives of the L.A. Parks Report 
Cards are to:

Provide an independent assessment of 
community parks
Highlight areas of excellence and areas 
that need attention and remediation, 
particularly regarding park maintenance 
and cleanliness
Provide a more nuanced assessment of 
what is present and potentially missing 
that could improve the quality and use 
of the community parks

This condition survey excluded Griffith Park, 
regional parks, neighborhood parks, and small 
“pocket" parks.

2



L.A. Department of Recreation & Parks
:*v W/,RAP serves the critical function of providing urban 

populations with open spaces for recreation and 
leisure.

A

1

Or.
f.m

The L.A. Report Cards align with RAP's mission "...to enhance the quality 
of life in Los Angeles by providing attractive, safe, and well-maintained 
parks with diverse recreational opportunities to serve and enrich our 
community."

.

1
i

■mu

RAP is 127 years old, making it one of the 
nation's oldest park departments. Today, RAP is 
the steward of 444 park sites on 16,150 acres of 
parkland within the City of Los Angeles.

An active park is a true community asset that 
helps children, youth, adults, and seniors to 
socialize and connect, enjoy the outdoors, and 
increase their physical activity. Parks improve 
overall quality of life for residents and visitors, 
as well as enhance the value of surrounding 
properties.

RAP Key Facts
■ 444 park sites
■ 16,150 acres of parkland
■ 1.1 million hours weekly park use
■ 212,000 free summer lunch meals
■ 422 children's play areas
■ 321 tennis courts
■ 1.2 million visits to swimming pools
■ 92 miles of hiking trails
■ 1.5 million sports program 

participants annually
■ 1,400 full-time employees
■ 35,000 registered volunteers

RAP offers recreational opportunities, social 
and cultural programs, and open space to the 
youth, adults, and seniors of Los Angeles. In 
addition to the traditional parks, RAP also 
provides diverse park experiences, including 
skate parks, dog parks, golf courses, museums, 
camps, and the world-class Griffith 
Observatory.

Community parks must have facilities and 
services that residents want to use. They must 
be maintained and cared for to keep the area 
safe, clean, and inviting.

As democratic spaces, parks must welcome all 
without hesitation, embracing residents, 
workers, and visitors alike.

3



40 L.A. Parks Selected
Overall, 40, or 42%, of RAP's community parks were evaluated, using the L.A. Parks Report Card approach.
The scope of this project includes 40 RAP community parks serving more than 2 million residents, representing 42% of the City's community parks 
and a cross-section of Los Angeles. Community parks include parks with common facilities, such as playgrounds, and recreation centers, which serve 
a variety of residential communities citywide. RAP categorizes 96 of its parks as community parks; 74 of these occupy 5 or more acres. Note: We 
excluded parks that were sub-parks of other larger parks, single-functional facilities, and stand-alone senior centers.

Selection Methodology
Each of the 15 City Council District Offices selected one community park for the in-depth case studies, presented in Volume II. The other 25 
community parks were grouped by City Council District, known as strata. A City Council District was treated as a single stratum if it had fewer than 7 
community parks (5 City Council Districts fell into this category). City Council Districts with 7 or more community parks were divided into two strata 
by the median park acreage in that City Council District. (The remaining 10 City Council Districts fell into this category.) RAND then randomly 
selected one park from each of the 25 strata. In this way, the L.A. Parks sample reflects the profile of all of community parks. The 40 community 
parks are collectively referred to as L.A. Parks in this report.

84% of the L.A. Parks have less than 50 acres. The 40 L.A. Parks range in 
size from a few acres to 77.6 acres at Valley Plaza Recreation Center. 
The largest parks are in the San Fernando Valley. The smallest L.A. Park 
was Patton Street Park. The majority of the parks (60%) are between 5 
acres and 24 acres.

81% of the L.A. Parks serve between 25,000 and 99,999 residents 
within a one-mile radius. The median population within a 1-mile 
radius of the L.A. Parks is approximately 45,000 people.

# L.A. Parks % L.A. Parks Population Within 1-Mile Radius # L.A. Parks % L.A. ParksAcreage
50-80 3 7.5% 100,000-175,000 4 10%
25-49 3 7.5% 50,000-99,999 13 32%
15-24 13 32.0% 25,000-49,999 19 48%
5-14 11 28.0% 10,000-24,999 4 10%

Totals<5 10 25.0% 40 100%
Totals 40 100.0%

4
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VMetropolitan Area 
© Chevy Chase Park 
© El Sereno Recreation Ctr.
© Hollenbeck Park 
© Lafayette Community Ctr.
© Lemon Grove Recreation Ctr.
© MacArthur Park 
© Montecito Heights Recreation Ctr. 
© Patton Street Park 
© Shatto Recreation Center

Westside Area 
© Culver Slauson Park 
© Jim Gilliam Recreation Ctr.
© Oakwood Recreation Ctr.
© Palisades Recreation Ctr.
© Pan Pacific Park 
© Robertson Recreation Ctr.
© Westwood Recreation Ctr.

South LA/Harbor Area 
© 109th Street Recreation Ctr.
© Algin Sutton Park 
© Augustus Hawkins Nature Center 
© Fred Roberts Recreation Ctr.
© Lou Costello Recreation Ctr.

East San Fernando Valley 
© David M. Gonzales Recreation Ctr.
© Delano Recreation Ctr.
© North Hollywood Park 
© Panorama City Recreation Ctr.
© Sun Valley Park 
© Sylmar Park 
© Valley Plaza Recreation Ctr.
© Van Nuys-Sherman Oaks Park 
© Victory - Vineland Recreation Center

West San Fernando Valley Area 
© Granada Hills Park 

Northridge Park 
© Tarzana Recreation Ctr.

West Hills Sports Ctr.
Winnetka Recreation Ctr.
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© Martin Luther King Recreation Ctr. 
© South Park Recreation Ctr.
© Van Ness Recreation Ctr. 
iji) Wilmington Recreation Ctr.
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L.A. Parks' Grades Summary
Summary Grades, By L.A. Park

Metropolitan Area Grades GradesEast SFV AreaSummary Grades, By Feature Chevy Chase 
El Sereno

B CDavid M. Gonzales 

Delano

North Hollywood 

Panorama City 

Sun Valley 

Sylmar 

Valley Plaza

Van Nuys-Sherman Oaks 

Victory-Vineland

BOverall
Grades

BL.A. Park Features Hollenbeck 
Lafayette 
Lemon Grove 
MacArthur 
Montecito Heights 
Patton Street 
Shatto

B-
BB-

A-Children's Play Areas BB-
C- CB+Picnic & Sitting Areas B- B
A-B+Outdoor Courts B-
B+

BWestside AreaB+Athletic Fields
B+Culver Slauson

Jim Gilliam
Oakwood
Palisades
Pan Pacific
Robertson
Westwood

A-
Landscaping & Natural Areas B 

Exercise Areas/Trails

A- West SFV Area
B+ BGranada HillsB+ A-

BNorthridge 

Tarzana 

West Hills

B+
A-Park Center Interiors BB

B+A-B+Exterior Infrastructures
South L.A./Harbor Area BWinnetka

thB- B-109 Street
Algin Sutton
Augustus Hawkins
Fred Roberts
Leland
Lou Costello
Martin Luther King, Jr.
South Park
Van Ness
Wilmington

Park Cleanliness
Grades
The next section displays grades for the 
maintenance features overall.

B
CRestrooms B+

B
BDrinking Fountains B+ The subsequent section shows the overall 

grade and detailed feature grades for each L.A. 
Park.

C+BAbsence of Graffiti
B
B-

The Appendix describes how the features and 
L.A. Parks were scored and graded.B+

B
L.A. Parks Report Cards 6
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Features Assessed

Features Assessed

t7«Community parks were assessed for their ability to contribute opportunities for 
recreation and enjoyment of nature in a clean, well-maintained, and attractive 
environment.
Maintenance-focused features. 40 L.A. Parks were evaluated on the following 
features from a maintenance perspective:

Children's Play Areas 

Picnic & Sitting Areas 

Outdoor Courts (Hard Surface)
Athletic Fields
Landscaping & Natural Areas 

Exercise Areas/Trails 

Park Center Interiors 

Exterior Infrastructures 

Park Cleanliness 

Restrooms 

Drinking Fountains
Absence of Graffiti (listed as “Graffiti")

Other features - gyms, customer service, park use, unique facilities and park 
areas, program offerings, and safety - were also assessed across the 40 L.A. 
Parks and noted as “other observations" from an overall perspective. Except for 
gyms, these other features do not inform the community park-specific grades.

<*

»uB
* ”

1.
2.

L'-
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

Features with a “n.a." (not available) indicate either:
■ The park did not have the feature
■ The park had the feature, but it was not available 

to be assessed on the days of the site visits
In either situation, the feature was not scored.

8



L.A. Parks Maintenance Performance

The 12 features were assessed on more than 100 different park conditions. Every site visited had some positive features, which mitigated some of 
the negative features noted in the park. If a problem was relatively isolated, or was averaged with the score of a similar feature that was in good 
condition in the same park, the negative conditions did not eclipse the positive findings of other park features.

The overall RAP park system is doing an adequate job with the resources it has, but falls short of fully meeting expectations (an A grade) in many 
areas. Therefore, RAP should improve its maintenance services to achieve outstanding parks throughout the system.

Grade Number Percent Interpretation

5/40 13%A Meets expectations

31/40 Indicates a specific feature or features require improvement77%B

4/40 Indicates significant improvements are needed10%C

Park use and density of homeless individuals using the parks generate greater maintenance needs. Parks with high use - which RAP wants for its
community parks - have greater maintenance needs.

Strengths. RAP achieved A/A- grades for:

■ Children's play areas (available at 38/40 community parks)

■ Park center interiors, including gyms (although not all were open on Saturdays; all were closed on Sundays)

■ Swimming pools (2 were open and assessed on a Saturday)

Weaknesses. The features requiring the most improvements are:

■ Restrooms. Of the 39 L.A. Parks with restrooms, 44% received A or B grades for their restrooms, demonstrating that many parks are capable of 
providing clean restrooms. In contrast, 56% received C, D, or F grades because at least one restroom had problems and poor physical 
conditions. Although a restroom might be cleaned routinely, one user may leave the restroom in poor conditions until the next cleaning. The 
older restrooms tended to be harder to maintain than the newer restrooms with stainless steel sinks and commodes. Our observations 
occurred at different times of day on Saturdays that may affect the grades as well.

■ Park cleanliness. Overall park cleanliness can be improved: 58% received A or B grades; 42% received C, D, or F grades.

9



Feature: Children's Play Areas
Children Play Areas ■L

VGrade Number Percent

A 34/38 89%A
m.

4/38 11%B

[|Children's play areas were consistently in good condition at the visited 
community parks. 38/40 L.A. Parks had children's play areas. Many of 
the children's play areas were new, clean, and creative. Many included 
accessibility for the handicapped. Westwood ParkNorthridge Park
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Feature: Picnic & Sitting Areas
Picnic & Sitting Areas

A

*Grade Number Percent L : ,

B+ 20/38A 53%

16/38B 42%

2/38C 5% '■fc
f

38/40 L.A. Parks had picnic and sitting areas. Picnic and sitting areas are important to encourage 
more park use. While parks are great for exercise, seating areas provide a place to picnic and rest 
after exercise, particularly for seniors and adults with disabilities or health issues.

The 2 L.A. Parks that received C grades were Lou Costello and David M. Gonzales. They had aging 
or broken tables or benches.

The 2 L.A. Parks with no picnic areas are 109th Street and Leland Park.

' .
V '.v

Pan Pacific Park

Lafayette Park
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Feature: Courts & Athletic Fields
Outdoor Courts (Hard Surface) Athletic Fields

Grade Number Percent Grade Number Percent

B+ B+22/35 17/36A 63% A 47%

10/35 17/36B 29% B 47%

3/35 2/36C 8% C 6%

35/40 L.A. Parks had outdoor courts with hard surfaces for basketball, 
handball, tennis, and other sports. 3 L.A. Parks received C grades 
because of cracks in the asphalt; problems with hoops, backboards, or 
nets; or wear and tear.

36/40 L.A. Parks had athletic fields. The final score was sometimes an 
average of an outstanding turf field and a grass field that might have 
been suffering from the drought and had many bare spots. Some 
athletic fields had problems with irrigation, standing water, and mud in 
places.

The bare portions of playing fields is a combination of poorly functioning 
irrigation systems and soil compaction. Even in years with average 
rainfall, these factors would result in denuded surfaces. Natural turf 
fields need resting, fertilization, and reseeding. The fields do not receive 
the level of maintenance they need, given the wear and tear they 
receive.

f7

Westwood Park El Sereno Park Van Nuys-Sherman Oaks Park Montecito Heights Park

12



Feature: Landscaping, Exercise, & Trails
Landscaping & Natural Areas Exercise Areas & Trails

Grade Number Percent Grade Number Percent

B+11/40 17/30A 28% A 57%

25/40 12/30B 62% B 40%

4/40 1/30C or D 10% F 3%

All 40 L.A. Parks had landscaping; 8/40 parks had natural areas to assess, 
discussed further in Volume II. Drought, pests (particularly the Shot Hole 
Borer), and lack of urban forest diversity led RAP to estimate that 30% 
of the parks' 325,000 trees will die in the next 3 to 5 years.

The 4 parks that received C or D grades were David M. Gonzales, 
Winnetka, MacArthur, and Tarzana, dragging down the overall score. 
Effects of the drought were prominent in the parks: trees suffered from 
insufficient water and parched fields were largely dirt. Similar to the 
athletic fields, natural areas need resting, fertilization, and reseeding.

30/40 L.A. Parks had exercise areas or trails. Many of the outdoor fitness 
stations were new. Several of the fitness stations were old although 
usable.

South Park received a F grade because the fitness area had been 
dismantled and was in unacceptable condition.

S • 'I rI

E
“ WETUHD ™ 

.-i VIEWING

mm
Hollenbeck Park Pan Pacific Park Augustus F. Hawkins Park Lemon Grove Park South Park
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Feature: Interiors & Exteriors
Park Center Interiors Exterior Infrastructures

Grade Number Percent Grade Number Percent

A B+29/37 19/40A 79% A 47.5%

6/37 19/40B 16% B 47.5%

2/37 2/40C 5% C 5.0%

3/40 L.A. Parks had no park recreation centers, senior centers, or other 
types of facilities (e.g., Patton Street and West Hills).

Of the remaining 37 L.A. Parks, indoor facilities were consistently in 
good condition, particularly the gyms, classrooms, and childcare centers. 
Up to 7 interior areas were scored and averaged at each L.A. Park.

The two parks that received C grades were Robertson and Valley Plaza. 
Robertson turned a multi-purpose room into a storage space for broken 
equipment. Valley Plaza's indoor facility was aging and in need of 
renovation.

Exteriors of buildings were in good condition with only isolated 
problems visible in 95% of the park facilities. Many of the facilities were 
older and require additional care.

2 L.A. Parks had more extensive exterior infrastructure problems: Lou 
Costello and David M. Gonzales. Both had exteriors with stained and 
dirty walls. Lou Costello had many areas where graffiti was painted over.
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Feature: Park Cleanliness
Park Cleanliness

Grade Number Percent

2/40A 5%

21/40B 53%

13/40C 32%

4/40D or F 10%

Culver Slauson and Wilmington, both of which had lower use rates, had the cleanest parks. Litter 
was the primary reason for L.A. Parks to receive B grades.

Park cleanliness was a challenge, particularly in high use parks or parks with individuals who had 
taken up temporary residency in the parks. 14/40 parks had no evidence of bulk items or 
makeshift housing. There were tents or bulk items in at least 15 parks. In most cases, these were 
isolated and in remote edges of the parks. The L.A. Parks with the greatest visibility of bulk items 
were Algin Sutton Park, Hollenbeck Park, Lafayette, MacArthur, Sun Valley, Valley Plaza, and Van 
Nuys-Sherman Oaks. The lowest grades were D grades (Lafayette, Hollenbeck, and Sun Valley) or 
a F grade (MacArthur), primarily for bulk items.

I I? rm.
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Panorama City Park Leland Park Hollenbeck Park
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Feature: Restrooms
Restrooms

i.
Grade Number Percent

C it
5/39A 13% t

-
12/39B 31%

22/39C, D, F 56%

r vs.
While it is unlikely that restrooms are the primary features that draw 
people to parks, they could potentially influence which parks families 
choose to visit and how long people stay at the park.

A common finding in the parks was relatively clean, functioning indoor 
restrooms, and poorly maintained and foul-smelling exterior or field 
restrooms.

Community parks with a restroom C grade or below warrant further 
attention. Restroom cleanliness was one of the features that 
distinguished parks that received A grades.

L.A. Park Worst Restroom Grades

DLemon GroveThe exterior or field restrooms are often unusable, impacted by a 
homeless population that uses these facilities in ways for which the 
restrooms were not designed (e.g., bathing and washing clothing and 
hair). Paper supplies and soap were often missing. Lighting was 
sometimes dim (or missing). Smells were strong, making these spaces 
unappealing. In most cases, the instances that were of concern did not 
occur throughout the park, but were limited to certain areas.

A total of 67 restrooms in 39 L.A. Parks were assessed. (Note: Patton 
Street has no restrooms.) An effort was made to rate at least 1 
representative restroom per park. In some cases, only 1 restroom was 
accessible. For purposes of this report card, the lowest restroom score 
was used for a given community park, since stakeholders reported clean 
restrooms were one of their priorities. Popular parks, such as Pan 
Pacific, were downgraded because of their restrooms.

th109 Street 
Algin Sutton Park 
Chevy Chase Park 
Delano
Hollenbeck Park
Lafayette Community Center
Lou Costello
MacArthur
Martin Luther King Jr.
North Hollywood 
South Park 
Sun Valley 
Valley Plaza
Van Nuys-Sherman Oaks 
Wilmington

F
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Feature: Drinking Fountains
Drinking Fountains

Grade Number Percent

15/40A 38%

I J16/40B 40%
WTjZ9/40C or D 22%

til■-4 . “
S 11 .

We assessed 128 drinking fountains. Most drinking fountains were in working condition; 13 
were not functioning (10%). Moreover, 107 drinking fountains (84%) leaked or had peeling 
paint, rust, dirt in the basin, or insufficient water pressure.

Panorama City received a D grade because not a single drinking fountain was operational on 
the day of the visit.
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wm
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Sun Valley Park

5,
2-

i
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Chevy Chase Park
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Feature: Absence of Graffiti
Absence of Graffiti

■MBGrade Number Percent

14/40A 35%

14/40B 35%

12/40C or 
below

30%

The presence of graffiti may make some park users feel less safe. The L.A. Parks that received A 
grades had none or minimal isolated graffiti. The L.A. Parks that received B grades had a greater 
prevalence of graffiti, but in isolated areas. In 12 L.A. Parks, graffiti was more pervasive or
extensive. El Sereno Park

<5

North Hollywood Park
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Other L.A. Park Observations

Other aspects of L.A. Parks were also assessed beyond maintenance although the individual L.A. Parks Report 
Cards only display scores and grades related to the maintenance-based features, just discussed. These other 
aspects are: 1 m 'nji.-l.-s IV,..,,...... m Kn r r

GIRLS PLAY HERE■ Customer friendliness
■ Park use
■ Number of unique programmed activities
■ Number of unique facilities and areas (e.g., courts, fields, children's play areas, skate parks, or gyms)
■ Safety (see also Volume II)
Volume II, L.A. Parks Case Studies, provides additional insights on 15 of the 40 L.A. Parks, focusing on 
Environmental & Social (E&S) benefits of community parks.

GKLS PLAY LOS ANGELiiiSirsTi^uti
SIGN-UP NOW AT THIS LOCATION ©

----- j
■>Xy|

.

!-•'jn
Marketing and Outreach
Increased park use is dependent on public awareness and effective marketing and outreach efforts. Much of 
RAP's marketing and outreach is through banners, flyers, bulletin boards, and outreach materials in the park 
settings. There is some outreach through websites and social media.

•• 1 tinLIKE US ON ■

facebook TT"

w i
f
TC

lochamb

Loi Angr’t
. 71 . gEi 1GIRLS SOFTBALL 1

rtmcnt ol R**,. tm * <*' € VNORTH HOLLYWOOD REC.CTR 
• 818.763.7651 uIT

» {toEVENTS & ACTIVITIES 1fAFTER SCHOOL CLUB . i
AGES 5 -12 MONDAY • FRIDAY FOR INFO. CALL N

f .
-J

VAN NU SHERMAN OAKS R.C.V.A YOUTH BASKETBALL*
FOP INFORMATION call__

a
u

-------------- WUHttl
FOR AGES 5 • 12

TIT J r
s, ^9 9 9

For More lalo.C»H
PRE-K9 9 9

I mn.-Thun.

. ■iniO' - s®e*
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Other L.A. Park Observations
ChallengesIndoor Gyms

Note: Indoor gym scores were incorporated with 
other interior facility scores to derive a Park Center 
Interior score and grade for each L.A. Park.A Many of the gyms are older and lack natural light; have outdated HVAC

and lighting systems, which increase operating costs; and lack adequate 
space for spectators.

Indoor gyms were closed for recreation during Saturday observations in 
7 L.A. Parks; of these:Highlights

4 are in densely populated areas
5 had 20% of the households living in poverty within a one-mile 
radius
5 are in neighborhoods above the City's median poverty level
4 serve more than 50,000 residents in a one-mile radius

The indoor gyms that were open were clean and maintained with 
polished floors and functional basketball hoops. Some were used for 
basketball and indoor recreation by outside groups. Others were used 
for holding community meetings and events.

Gyms represent a substantial investment of several million dollars and 
all efforts should be made to maximize their use. Gyms typically host 
sports and activities that help people engage in vigorous activity, which 
is necessary for conditioning and fitness. *

*Note: Van Ness has two gyms; one was closed during observations.

JH
111

8| t

% households in poverty 
within 1-Mile Radius

Population within 
1-Mile Radius

L.A. ParkVan Nuys-Sherman Oaks Park Shatto Park

Granada HillsI 12% 15,754
Pan Pacific 14% 46,734

. i Delano 21% 38,678I 7 no
Valley Plaza 22% 54,212

|| Panorama City 25% 70,786
Van Ness 28% 55,543
Martin Luther King, Jr. 29% 60,246

109th Street Park Lafayette Park
20



Other L.A. Park Observations
38/40 L.A. Parks had at last one staff present during the site visits (West Hills (15 acres) and Pa tton 
Street (.4 acres) were the exceptions).

A consistent finding in 35/38 L.A. Parks was the helpful, courteous, knowledgeable, and friendly 
RAP staff members. They were able to explain the available programs and resources. In one 
community park, the staff members seemed pre-occupied; at two other community parks, the re 
were no staff present during the hours indicated that the office should be open.

The number of staff members in the parks or the hours that park gyms and classrooms were open 
were not formally assessed; however, both the hours of service and the number of staff members 
were limited on Saturdays. In many cases, there was only a single staff person available in the 
office, leaving no personnel outside monitoring the park or proactively assisting park users. Some 
parks closed their gyms early on Saturdays (by 3 pm). All the gyms were closed on Sundays.

How measured. Customer friendly 
service was assessed from multiple 
perspectives:

Degree to which staff members are 
knowledgeable about park facilities 
and programming, based on their 
responses to a question regarding 
what programs the park offered for:

■ Adults?
■ Youth?
■ Girls?
■ Seniors?
■ Individuals with disabilities or 

handicapping conditions?

Responses were matched against 
available programs. Points were 
awarded based on the quality of the 
response, not whether the parks 
had any of the programs or activities 
queried.

How RAP staff members treat park 
users (e.g., friendliness, 
courteousness, and helpfulness)

Hours posted and whether the park 
office was open and staff members 
were present. If no staff members 
were assigned to the park, the 
criterion was rated as not 
applicable. If the office was closed 
and no staff members were present, 
we called the following Monday to 
ask these questions. If no one was 
present when the office was 
supposed to be open, the score was 
the minimum score possible.

Customer
Friendly

A
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Other L.A. Park Observations
There was a large variation in the number of available activities across the parks. The 
number of activities that RAP offered ranged from 3 to 29 at the L.A. Parks. The mean 
number of activities was 12 (median=11). West Hills is unique in that it is managed by a 
community-based athletic organization. Two other L.A. Parks without full-time staff 
members (West Hills and Patton Street) were not scored on this criterion.

The table displays the L.A. Parks where RAP offered 8 or fewer types of activities, earning a 
C grade or below. Consideration should be given to making more activities and events 
available, particularly for adults and seniors who are underserved by local parks. Any new 
activities offered should be accompanied by a salient marketing and outreach effort, so 
local residents are aware of these opportunities.

Number of 
Unique 

Programmed 
Activities

How measured. Here we assessed 
the number of unique activities and 
programs offered to the public and 
sponsored by RAP. We did not 
include activities sponsored by non
governmental organizations. The 
grading scale was based on the 
current variation of activity options, 
rather than what is ultimately 
desirable and feasible.

Programs were counted if they were 
mentioned by park staff members 
or advertised on flyers, banners, 
bulletin boards, or the City website, 
and occurring within the past 30 
days of the park observation. 
Programs offered for multiple age 
groups were counted once.

Bonus points were awarded for 
programs that targeted girls, adults, 
seniors, and individuals with 
handicapping conditions.

L.A. Park Grades Score Population within 1-Mile Radius
David M. Gonzales C 8 38,835
Jim Gilliam C 8 34,362
Delano C 38,6786
El Sereno C 38,1836
Granada Hills Park C 15,7546
Van Ness C 55,5436
Augustus F. Hawkins Nature Park C- 5 71,751
South Park C- 5 87,855
Fred Roberts D 4 62,347 Limitations: This criterion does not 

account for attendance or 
participation in the activities.

Leland Park D 4 31,138
Culver Slauson Park D 3 29,713
Robertson D 3 44,709

In theory, a park could schedule supervised activities every 1 to 2 hours in several facilities, 
such as the gym, sports fields, classrooms, and outdoor spaces. The physical capacity to 
offer more programs and serve more park users exists. We estimate that most parks could 
triple or quadruple their current program roster and offer upward of 50 activities per week. 
What is lacking is the personnel and volunteer resources to develop and coordinate classes, 
physical activity programs, and other social opportunities.
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Other L.A. Park Observations
The L.A. Parks visited have a wealth of facilities, gyms, classrooms, courts, athletic fields, 
pools, and children's play areas available. 38 of the 40 L.A. Parks had facilities and activity 
areas. We counted a total of 34 unique facilities, courts, fields, or areas. The average 
number of unique areas was 11, but one community park had as many as 18 unique areas 
(North Hollywood).

For the last decade, RAP has invested in swimming and aquatic facilities: Westwood, Van- 
Nuys-Sherman Oaks, North Hollywood, and Pan Pacific Parks to name a few. Most of the 
pools are outdoor and are only open between July 4th and Labor Day. Only 2 pools were 
open on a Saturday in Fall 2016 and appeared in good condition. A number of the parks in 
the study have pool and bathhouse renovation projects in progress, including Van Ness, 
Algin Sutton, and South Park.

The number of unique areas can increase park use of a wider and diverse range of people, 
especially if the parks are well-maintained, clean, and offering programmed activities. 
Similarly, when more unique areas are available, accompanied by increased park use, RAP 
maintenance and operations have greater workload demands.

Number of 
Unique Park 

Activity Areas 
(Facilities, Courts, 
Fields, Gyms, Etc.)

How measured. The number of 
unique areas in the parks were 
counted, excluding small or 
specialty parks since they are 
designed to serve a limited user 
group.

Limitation: This criterion does not 
consider the numbers of each 
unique area type. For example, a 
park with 2 gyms was assigned the 
same score as a park with 1 gym, or 
parks with 1, 2, or 12 tennis courts 
were equally designated as having 
tennis courts.

A

Top-Used on a Saturday # Assessed # Available for Use % Used # in Heavy Use
Skate parks 5 5 100% 0
Artificial turf soccer 10 10 90% 3
Children's play areas 38 38 81% 4
Gyms 32 26 79% 12
Picnic areas 37 36 73% 2
Walking paths 15 14 73% 0
Sitting areas/benches 22 22 68% 1
Basketball courts 32 32 63% 2
Multi-purpose fields 28 25 61% 3
Tennis courts 20 19 55% 2
Fitness/exercise areas 27 26 41% 0
Baseball fields 30 23 33% 2
Recreation center rooms 29 7 17% 1
Handball courts 7 7 0% 0
Volley ball 2 2 0% 0
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Other L.A. Park Observations
Park use is the degree to which the park attracts park users. Parks with little use may be cleaner, but community parks exist to be 
enjoyed. Higher use parks have greater challenges in maintaining park cleanliness. Park use was scored, based on the number of park 
areas that had at least one person using them; an extra point was awarded for any facilities that were heavily used. Patton Street 
scored a 65 because no one was there during the site visit; in contrast, West Hills scored 100 because all its fields were being heavily 
used. 40% or less of the facilities or areas were being used in 13/40 of the L.A. Parks, listed in the table below.

Given the importance of community parks, it was surprising that not more people take advantage of them. This low park use suggests 
either some unobservable issues that keep people away from the parks (e.g., safety concerns, gang threats, or graffiti), or the lack of 
interesting and attractive activities that typically draw people to parks. In many parts of Los Angeles, there are excess demands on 
sports facilities, so seeing low use of facilities, such as baseball fields, tennis courts, and sports fields, is hard to explain, especially 
with tens of thousands of people living within a one-mile radius of these parks.

RAP should examine ways to increase park use, such as number of scheduled activities and increased outreach to local residents and 
community-based organizations. Parks are also safer when they are well used.

Park Use

L.A. Park % Park Facilities or Areas in Use Population within 1-Mile Radius How measured. We assessed 
whether each park facility or area 
was empty, had at least one user, or 
was heavily used, meaning the areas 
were crowded or people were 
waiting to use the facility or area 
because it was already full. Scoring 
was based on the percent of 
facilities or areas that had at least 
one user. An extra point was 
awarded for each area that was in 
heavy use.

Limitation: A facility or area was 
considered used if only one person 
was there. This means a park with 
12 tennis courts and one user got 
the same credit as a park with 1 
tennis court and 1 user. Thus, the 
percentages are generous.

Fred Roberts 38% 62,347
Northridge Park 36% 24,369
Montecito Heights 33% 35,668
Martin Luther King Jr. 33% 60,246
Sun Valley 31% 25,127
Delano 30% 38,678
109th Street 30% 58,448
South Park 30% 87,855
Leland Park 29% 31,138
Lou Costello 18% 36,465
Sylmar Park 15% 28,750
Chevy Chase Park 13% 27,256
Patton Street Park 0% 91,277
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Other L.A. Park Observations
Crime Count in Half-Mile Radius Around Park 

(October, 2016- April 2017)Park Safety 40 L.A. Community Parks
MacArthur Park 1,331

RAP and its community parks are reliant on the Los Angeles Police Department 
(LAPD) for safety. RAP's Park Rangers are assigned primarily to Griffith Park.

Shatto Recreation Center 1,128
Lafayette Park 1,001
Algin Sutton Recreation Center 696
South Park Recreation Center 562A park may be used less because of perceptions that the park is unsafe. Park 

managers can potentially interrupt this cycle by creating programming and events 
that draw people to the park. Although it is possible for police to help by 
patrolling the area, a large police presence may frighten some park users away. 
Neighborhood Councils and park advisory boards might be helpful in determining 
the type of programs that would be most suitable for local residents and that 
could encourage them to use the park with greater frequency.

Martin Luther King, Jr. Park 556
Lemon Grove Recreation Center 523
North Hollywood Park 511
109th Street Recreation Center 490
Hollenbeck Park 477
Patton Street 427
Jim Gilliam Child Care, Recreation Center 405
Pan Pacific Park 396
Van Ness Recreation Center 347

A facility design feature can also improve park safety, especially if staff members 
have clear visibility of the park from inside the building. L.A. Park buildings rarely 
have such visibility.

Van Nuys-Sherman Oaks Park 336
Fred Roberts Recreation Center 328
Valley Plaza Park 325
Oakwood Recreation Center 317
Wilmington Recreation CenterCrime statistics. The table displays crime statistics, reported in L.A. Compstat 

(October 2016-April 2017), within a half-mile radius of each L.A. Park. A half-mile 
radius was used because it represents a 10-minute walk to the park.

277
Delano Recreation Center 276
Victory-Vineland Recreation Center 258
Panorama City Recreation Center 255
David M. Gonzales Recreation Center 254

The mean number of crimes is 350 in the seven-month period, translating into 50 
crimes per park per month or 12 crimes per park per week. Volume II presents 
Case Studies of 15 of the 40 L.A. Parks and analyzes in greater detail the types of 
crimes committed. The majority of the crimes are assaults, robberies, vehicle 
thefts, and larceny. Although violent crimes occurred in the vicinity of the L.A. 
Parks, only a small fraction of them were homicide, rape, or sex crimes.

Robertson Recreation Center 250
Augustus F. Hawkins Nature Park 245
Lou Costello 245
Sylmar Park 223
Westwood Park 185
Tarzana Recreation Center 151
Northridge Recreation Center 150
Winnetka Recreation Center 148

Illegal behaviors. 12/40 L.A. Parks had illegal activities that may heightened park 
users' concerns about safety. 9/40 parks had observable evidence of illegal 
behaviors: alcohol and drug use or cigarette smoking. Exacerbating these 
concerns was the absence of an outdoor presence of staff or other security 
personnel at 3 of these 9 L.A. Parks.

Granada Hills Park 143
Sun Valley Park 137
Leland Park 136
Culver Slauson Park 130
El Sereno Recreation Center 103
Montecito Heights Recreation Center 98
Palisades Recreation Center 86
Chevy Chase Park 58
West Hills Sports Center 31
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Chevy Chase 
El Sereno 
Hollenbeck 
Lafayette 
Lemon Grove 
MacArthur 
Montecito Heights 
Patton Street 
Shatto
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L.A. Parks: Metropolitan Area
(Greater downtown Los Angeles (east of Vermont Avenue))

Metropolitan Area
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L.A. Parks Summary: Metropolitan Area
L.A. Park 
Grades

Chevy
Chase

Montecito
Heights

Lemon
Grove MacArthur

Patton
StreetEl Sereno Hollenbeck Lafayette Shatto

Acres 0.40 5.452.44 13.94 18.30 9.72 3.87 29.87 22.53

B B B- B- B- C B- A- B+Overall Grade

Overall Score 87 87 81 83 82 76 83 92 88

Children's Play Areas 

Picnic & Sitting Areas

93 95 95 90 90 90 95 95 95

90 95 90 92 90 80 87 95 95

Outdoor Courts 97 85 95 90 90 90 77 88n.a.

Athletic Fields 94 90 90 90 90 83 90n.a. n.a.

Landscaping & 
Natural Areas

92 88 85 86 85 68 82 90 83

Exercise Areas/Trails 95 85 85 93 95 95n.a. n.a. n.a.

Park Center Interiors 92 95 95 95 80 85 95n.a. n.a.

Exterior
Infrastructures

88 87 84 90 83 80 83 95 91

Park Cleanliness 85 83 69 68 79 60 83 89 82

Restrooms 65 86 65 65 69 65 81 85n.a.

Drinking Fountains 90 81 78 91 76 88 86 85 87

Graffiti 90 65 65 85 75 70 80 95 70
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Neighborhood Service Area:
East Los Angeles/Atwater Village
Council District: 13
Size: 2.4 acres

Chevy Chase Park
4165 Chevy Chase Dr., Los Angeles, CA 90039

Overall Grade Features & Facilities: Basketball courts (indoor), children's play area, handball courts (lighted), indoor
gym (with weights), indoor gym (without weights), picnic tables, small grass area, horseshoe pits, 
kitchen, multipurpose sports field, patio, table tennis table, stage, TV area

* 1

■

ir 1
GradeFeature $

Children's Play Areas 

Picnic & Sitting Areas

A-
I .

A-
I1

(1Outdoor Courts A
a yr1.Athletic Fields A —- |:i

: I
~ ~ *~ i *Landscaping/Natural Areas A- !el L »

I,Exercise Areas & Trails n.a.
I

Park Center Interiors A-

Exterior Infrastructures B+

Park Cleanliness ! 1*B

Restrooms F ^1
Drinking Fountains A- ■si

/Graffiti A-
. • -

Google Rating: 4.0/5 | 11 Reviews 
Yelp Rating: 4.5/5 | 5 Reviews

-1-10

30

https://www.google.com/maps/dir/4165+Chevy+Chase+Dr,+Los+Angeles,+CA+90039/@34.1337708,-118.3373041,12z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x80c2c0f02aaf599f:0x6a49b61e175d141d!2m2!1d-118.267264!2d34.1337907
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Chevy+Chase+Recreation+Center/@34.1338002,-118.2694772,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m10!1m2!2m1!1schevy+chase+park!3m6!1s0x80c2c0f02a11e9b1:0xc161b1a0bb0bf9ba!8m2!3d34.1338002!4d-118.2672885!9m1!1b1
https://www.yelp.com/biz/chevy-chase-recreation-center-los-angeles-2


Chevy Chase Park
4165 Chevy Chase Dr., Los Angeles, CA 90039

v ChallengesObservationsin
't

Park Cleanliness
Although the park was generally free of litter 
and graffiti, there were two instances of bulk 
items. Some of the tables had writing on them.

Landscaping
Landscaping was in good condition with 
minimal bare spots and healthy trees.

Facilities
Park features in good condition included:
■ Lawn/picnic area
■ BBQ stands
■ Indoor gym

Restrooms
Two restrooms were assessed. The stall in one 
restroom was in good condition while another 
had toilet paper on the floor. Some of the stalls 
lacked toilet paper. The second restroom was 
inaccessible and, thus, received a F grade.

»

-1

Water Fountains
The water fountains had strong pressure and 
were clear of debris. One was rusty.

Wear and Tear
The outdoor basketball hoop was damaged. 
Stairs adjacent to the recreation center had 
broken and chipped tiles.
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Neighborhood Service Area:
East Los Angeles/El Sereno
Council District: 14
Size: 14.0 acres

El Sereno Park
4721 Klamath St., Los Angeles, CA 90032

Overall Grade Features & Facilities: Auditorium, barbecue pits, baseball diamond (lighted), basketball courts 
(indoor), basketball courts (lighted/outdoor), children's play area, community room, indoor gym 
(without weights), picnic tables, tennis courts (lighted), kitchen, multipurpose sports field

II ' %

* I

, jj; v * * 'GradeFeature *

Children's Play Areas 

Picnic & Sitting Areas

A <

A a §7 ~
JSOutdoor Courts B

r/.i O <

Athletic Fields bJA-

Landscaping/Natural Areas B+

Exercise Areas & Trails n.a.

Park Center Interiors A

Exterior Infrastructures B

.1Park Cleanliness B-

Restrooms B

Drinking Fountains B-
W

iGraffiti F ► ••:

Google Rating: 4.6/5 | 49 Reviews 
Yelp Rating: 3.5/5 | 8 Reviews
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https://www.google.com/maps?daddr=4721+Klamath+St.,+Los+Angeles,+CA+90032
https://www.google.com/maps/place/El+Sereno+Recreation+Center/@34.0758576,-118.1839842,17z/data=!4m7!3m6!1s0x80c2c5b647201a83:0x56c42931ca38e173!8m2!3d34.0758576!4d-118.1817955!9m1!1b1
https://www.yelp.com/biz/el-sereno-recreation-center-los-angeles


El Sereno Park
4721 Klamath St., Los Angeles, CA 90032

ChallengesObservations

Water Conservation
Some standing water was observed on the 
field.

Maintenance
Most facilities were in good condition.

| i
Facilities
There were two playgrounds, with one being 
specifically geared toward younger children.

Drinking Fountains
Two of the 4 water fountains assessed were 
not functioning, and were dirty. Two others 
were in good condition.

w
Park Cleanliness
While the park was generally clean, there was 
a significant amount of litter by the skate park. 
Graffiti was noted in multiple places in the 
park. One fence had a hole cut through it.
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Neighborhood Service Area:
East Area/Boyle Heights
Council District: 14
Size: 18.3 acres

Hollenbeck Park
415 South Saint Louis St., Los Angeles, CA 90033

Overall Grade Features & Facilities: A lake with a walking path around its border. An outdoor theater, lake, bridge, 
exercise stations, playground, skate park, barbecue pits, children's play area, and picnic tables

F I
* IV.

i

GradeFeature

Children's Play Areas 

Picnic & Sitting Areas

A

A-

Outdoor Courts A
Hi i ■HSAthletic Fields n.a.

Landscaping/Natural Areas B

Exercise Areas & Trails ,A

Park Center Interiors A
« ,

A|J
a

■ M

Exterior Infrastructures B » ri • j»* *&*

Park Cleanliness D ■v J i»
J '+ 4 V *V -£■

Restrooms F J
:<tw

Drinking Fountains C+

Graffiti F

Google Rating: 4.2/5 | 215 Reviews 
Yelp Rating: 3.5/5 | 35 Reviews
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https://www.google.com/maps?daddr=415+South+Saint+Louis+St.,+Los+Angeles,+CA+90033
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https://www.yelp.com/biz/hollenbeck-park-los-angeles


Hollenbeck Park
415 South Saint Louis St., Los Angeles, CA 90033

Observations Challenges

Unique Features and Landscape

The park offers open green space with a 
variety of native and exotic tree species, based 
on 19th century Victorian park design 
concepts.

The park has a variety of facilities that provide 
recreation opportunities for different age 
groups: an outdoor theater, exercise stations,
skate park, lake and walking path, and 
playground.

The park offers scheduled activities for 
multiple age groups: Folklorico dance, salsa, 
and ballet.

Drinking Fountains

Drinking fountains were functional and in good
condition.

Park Cleanliness

Part of the park lies underneath a freeway. 
There appeared to be some gas tanks under 
the freeway. This section of the park was dark 
and thus, seemed unsafe. There was no park 
personnel presence around the park; they 
stayed in the recreation center.

There were makeshift houses along the edge 
of the park next to the freeway. One corner of 
the walking path had a significant amount of 
bulk item trash.

There was litter around the park with a lot of 
trash in the section under the freeway. There 
was some graffiti throughout the park.

Portions of the lake edge were in disrepair and
falling into the lake.

Water Conservation

■ Wf

ML
Areas of the lawn had standing water. There 
were some distressed trees. The lawn had
some dried grass and dirt patches.

Restrooms

The field restrooms were dirty and poorly 
stocked, although the indoor restroom was 
clean and functional.
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Neighborhood Service Area: 
Central/Westlake 
Council District: 10 
Size: 9.7 acres

Lafayette Park
625 South Lafayette Park Place, Los Angeles, CA 90057

Overall Grade Features & Facilities: Auditorium, basketball courts (lighted/outdoor), children's play area, community
room, picnic tables, soccer field (lighted), tennis courts (lighted), jogging path, kitchen, synthetic field
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■

A-
*
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Google Rating: 3.7/5 | 78 Reviews 
Yelp Rating: 3.0/5 | 9 Reviews IX
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https://www.google.com/maps?daddr=625+South+Lafayette+Park+Place,+Los+Angeles,+CA+90057
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https://www.yelp.com/biz/lafayette-park-community-center-los-angeles


Lafayette Park
625 South Lafayette Park Place, Los Angeles, CA 90057

ChallengesObservationsBl-

Park Cleanliness
Lafayette Park received a lower score for 
cleanliness. Although minimal litter was 
observed in the majority of the park, a 
moderate amount of litter was observed in an 
area on the south side of the park.
Four tents were noted as well as numerous 
bulk items. Three dogs were tied to trees with 
no visible owner in the vicinity.
Basketball Court
One of the four backboards was broken.
Field Restrooms
Field restrooms had tissue on the floor of the 
stalls and no soap was available on the day of 
the first site visit.
During a morning week-day visit in May 2017, 
many homeless individuals were using the 
sinks to wash up in Lafayette.
On a third visit in June 2017, the outdoor 
restrooms were locked and the water was 
turned off in the sinks, although the indoor 
restroom was open. The light fixtures in the 
women's indoor restroom did not work.

Water Conservation
Most trees appeared healthy, although some 
trees in the picnic area and along 6th street had 
succumbed to the drought. RAP has been 
planting new trees to replace them. Standing 
water was not observed.

■M

Sis

Facilities
Most park features were well-maintained:
■ Picnic tables
■ Walking loop
■ Tennis courts
■ Artificial turf soccer field
■ Skate park
■ Indoor gym

?
£74

El »
Bl

Fountains and Indoor Restrooms
Drinking fountains and indoor restrooms were 
clean and in working order during the Fall 2016 
site visit.I V
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Neighborhood Service Area:
Central/East Hollywood
Council District: 13
Size: 3.9 acres

Lemon Grove Park
4959 Lemon Grove Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90029

Overall Grade Features & Facilities: Auditorium, barbecue pits, baseball diamond (lighted), basketball courts 
(lighted/outdoor), children's play area, picnic tables, batting cages, jogging path, kitchen, outdoor 
fitness equipment, stage, TV area
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https://www.google.com/maps?daddr=4959+Lemon+Grove+Ave.,+Los+Angeles,+CA+90029
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Lemon+Grove+Recreation+Center/@34.0862654,-118.3063364,17z/data=!4m7!3m6!1s0x80c2b8a93eb89cff:0xb9d79d7c4eb5ec0b!8m2!3d34.0862654!4d-118.3041477!9m1!1b1
https://www.yelp.com/biz/lemon-grove-recreation-park-los-angeles


Lemon Grove Park
4959 Lemon Grove Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90029

ChallengesObservationsi -mm.m ■

Drought EffectsFacilities
Park features include:
■ Baseball field
■ Outdoor Fitness Area
■ Basketball Court
■ Walking loop
The picnic area and baseball field were in good 
condition.

wt
The overall landscape had numerous bare 
spots, dried grass, and few trees.U : v >

I ias
Wear and Tearr
The playground structures were functional, but 
slightly worn.

The basketball court had one of the hoop nets 
missing and cracks in the asphalt. The fences 
had holes.

,

I*"

Restrooms and Fountains
,-1 V.

Two restrooms were assessed. One was in 
good condition while the other was dirty and 
the soap dispenser was out of soap.

V
The two water fountains were functional, but 
not draining properly; the fountain with 2 
spigots had the basin missing in one.1

Park Cleanliness

i. ■■ ■ There was moderate litter seen in the park as 
well as some graffiti.
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Neighborhood Service Area:
Central Area/MacArthur Park/Westlake
Council District: 1
Size: 29.9 acres

MacArthur Park
2230 W. 6th Street, Los Angeles, CA 90057

Overall Grade Features & Facilities: Wilshire Boulevard divides this park. Features natural areas, including a lake, 
walking loop, and sitting areas; outdoor fitness stations; soccer field; picnic tables; baseball diamond 
(unlighted); amphitheater; recreation center; children's play area.
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Google Rating: 3.4/5 | 341 Reviews 
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https://www.google.com/maps/dir/2230+W+6th+St,+Los+Angeles,+CA+90057/@34.060205,-118.2792404,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x80c2c7756f5918cf:0x6f943b0ca8600833!2m2!1d-118.2770517!2d34.060205
https://www.google.com/maps/place/MacArthur+Park/@34.0584285,-118.2816162,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m7!3m6!1s0x0:0x8f91b210f9595be6!8m2!3d34.0584282!4d-118.2794282!9m1!1b1
https://www.yelp.com/biz/macarthur-park-los-angeles


MacArthur Park
2230 W. 6th Street, Los Angeles, CA 90057

&JI V H Observations■A;' Challenges:

mM Unique Features and Landscape 
The park has a mix of green open spaces, 
diversity of tree species, and a lake, based on 
19th century arboretum-like, Victorian park 
design concepts. Its recreational facilities were 
in good working order and well used (75% of 
the facilities were in use at the time of the site 
visit), including outdoor fitness stations, 
walking loop, soccer field, classrooms, and 
multipurpose room.

Drinking Fountains
All drinking fountains observed were in 
working order. One of 5 fountains assessed did 
not drain and had standing water in the basin.

\y v Park Cleanliness
Litter was observed throughout the park, 
(lighters, broken bottles, pill containers, etc.). 
More than 20 tents and many bulk items were 
noted. The smell of urine was strong in the 
passageways between the two sides of the 
park.
The lake had trash in and around it. One park 
staff member was observed cleaning up trash 
outside the office, but the park staff presence 
was not strong outside the office.
Graffiti was visible in various parts of the park, 
including on statues, picnic tables, park 
benches, and tunnel walls.
Water Conservation and Drought Effects 

The lawns and nature areas had bare patches. 
There was only dirt in the picnic area. 
Restrooms
Restrooms were unclean with standing water 
and toilet paper on the ground. There was no 
soap. A few stalls were out of order; several 
stalls did not securely latch.

In April 2017, at the request of LAPD, RAP
welded shut the exterior restrooms because of 
an inability to adequately control illicit 
activities and inappropriate usage. The 
outdoor sinks were not functioning.
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Neighborhood Service Area:
East Area/Montecito Heights
Council District: 1
Size: 22.5 acres

Montecito Heights Park
4545 Homer St., Los Angeles, CA 90031

Overall Grade Features & Facilities: Basketball courts (indoor), basketball courts (unlighted/outdoor), children's play 
area, indoor gym (with weights), picnic tables, tennis courts (unlighted), volleyball courts (unlighted), 
dodger dream field, horseshoe pits, kitchen, multipurpose sports field, baseball diamond (lighted), 
baseball diamond (unlighted)
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https://www.google.com/maps?daddr=4545+Homer+St.,+Los+Angeles,+CA+90031
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Montecito+Recreation+Center/@34.0960765,-118.2057875,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m7!3m6!1s0x0:0xac5addae7e6c95e5!8m2!3d34.0960765!4d-118.2035988!9m1!1b1


Montecito Heights Park
4545 Homer St., Los Angeles, CA 90031

Observations Challenges
[i Facilities

The indoor gym, children's play area, and 
picnic areas were in good condition.

Park Cleanliness
There were graffiti and litter around the park. 
There were tents set up at the top of the hill 
that runs along the side of the park.

/.V :.;/V

'

Maintenance
Part of the perimeter fence was in need of 
repair. Some of the basketball hoops and 
volleyball court nets were either missing or 
severely damagedf.

J. v"

Water Conservation
There were several instances of standing water 
or mud puddles.

FilHHaVil]

Drought Effects
There were patches of dry grass in the lawn, 
and a few distressed trees throughout the 
park.

T

*•

f
R jn ' ,r; Restrooms

One restroom was dim and smelled of 
marijuana, but otherwise was in working 
order. The other restroom was missing a soap 
dispenser and had minimal trash.
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Neighborhood Service Area: 
Metro/Echo Park 
Council District: 1 
Size: 0.4 acres

Patton Street Park
327 Patton Street, Los Angeles, CA 90026

Overall Grade Features & Facilities: Children's play area, outdoor fitness equipment, walking path, benches
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https://www.google.com/maps/dir/327+Patton+St,+Los+Angeles,+CA+90026/@34.0659616,-118.260972,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x80c2c7072d631583:0xe3383e0b25e01df8!2m2!1d-118.2587833!2d34.0659616
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Patton+Street+Park/@34.0658987,-118.2598567,18z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m7!3m6!1s0x0:0x348d9ed8b9d866c5!8m2!3d34.0658987!4d-118.2590655!9m1!1b1


Patton Street Park
327 Patton Street, Los Angeles, CA 90026

A Observations Challenges*
I Landscaping and Facilities

Patton Street Park is a small park (.4 acres) 
with well-maintained features:
■ Outdoor fitness equipment
■ Play area

■ Picnic area

A well-designed gate marked the entrance to 
the park.

Water Conservation
Points were deducted from water conservation
and trees because of standing water and two
stressed trees.

iiniji
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Drinking Fountain
One drinking fountain had sand clogging the 
drain.

K
Litter
A few pieces of litter were observed, although
no one was in the park at the time of the visit.

Maintenance
Lawn and landscaping was in good condition 
with no bare patches or invasive weeds noted 
and seemed to be maintained regularly.I

In terms of external infrastructures, paint,
lighting, and fences were in good condition.

One drinking fountain was clean and usable, 
with sufficient water pressure.J

Park Cleanliness
Patton Street Park had no observed graffiti, 
bulk items, vermin, or dangerous litter items.
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Neighborhood Service Area: 
Central/Koreatown 
Council District: 13 
Size: 5.5 acres

Shatto Park
3191 W. 4th St., Los Angeles, CA 90020

Overall Grade Features & Facilities: Auditorium, baseball diamond (lighted), basketball courts (indoor), basketball 
courts (lighted/outdoor), children's play area, community room, tennis courts (lighted), jogging path, 
kitchen, multipurpose sports field, outdoor fitness equipment, stage
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https://www.google.com/maps?daddr=3191+W.+4th+St.,+Los+Angeles,+CA+90020
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Shatto+Recreation+Center/@34.0676021,-118.2921481,17z/data=!4m7!3m6!1s0x80c2c765398fc6e5:0xcce2f5dd62eec58b!8m2!3d34.0676021!4d-118.2899594!9m1!1b1
https://www.yelp.com/biz/shatto-recreation-center-and-park-los-angeles


Shatto Park
3191 W. 4th St., Los Angeles, CA 90020

Observations Challenges

Landscaping
Trees were in good condition; only one
stressed tree was noted.

Drought Effects
The lawn had many bare patches.

J1P
Wear and Tear
A paved multipurpose court had cracks in the 
asphalt and no nets.

Facilities
Park features in good condition included:
■ Indoor gym

■ Outdoor fitness equipment
■ Seating areas
■ Basketball courts
■ Tennis courts
■ Multipurpose field
■ Baseball diamond
■ Playground
■ Walking loop

Restrooms and Water fountain
None of the restrooms had soap and one stall
door was difficult to close.

'r

Although clean, one of the three drinking 
fountains observed was not in working order.

Park Cleanliness
There was a moderate amount of graffiti, and 
some litter throughout the park.
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Culver Slauson
Jim Gilliam
Oakwood
Palisades
Pan Pacific
Robertson
Westwood

L.A. Parks: Westside Area
(Along the Route 10 Corridor and West of Vermont Avenue)
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L.A. Parks Summary: Westside Area
Culver

SlausonL.A. Park Grades Jim Gilliam Oakwood Palisades Pan Pacific Robertson Westwood

Acres 3.27 17.63 3.63 17.54 32.18 1.24 26.7

A- A- B+ A- B+ B A-Overall Grade

Overall Score 93 90 88 91 88 84 91

Children's Play Areas 

Picnic & Sitting Areas

95 95 85 90 95 90 95

95 95 85 98 90 85 85

Outdoor Courts 95 95 95 93 98 83 92

Athletic Fields 85 85 80 95 84 92n.a.

Landscaping & Natural 
Areas

95 86 91 87 90 88 85

Exercise Areas/Trails 90 95 93 98 83 88n.a.

Park Center Interiors 95 95 95 90 95 75 95

Exterior Infrastructures 95 91 94 94 95 85 91

Park Cleanliness 90 79 88 89 80 89 78

Restrooms 97 94 87 89 78 77 85

Drinking Fountains 91 91 84 96 91 75 91

Graffiti 95 90 78 85 85 95 90
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Neighborhood Service Area:
West Los Angeles/Del Rey
Council District: 11
Size: 3.3 acres

Culver Slauson Park
5072 S. Slauson Ave., Culver City, CA 90230

Overall Grade Features & Facilities: Barbecue pits, basketball courts (lighted/outdoor), children's play area, picnic 
tables, bike path, outdoor fitness equipment, tetherball
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Google Rating: 4.8/5 | 5 Reviews 
Yelp Rating: 5.0/5 | 1 Reviews
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https://www.google.com/maps?daddr=5072+S.+Slauson+Ave.,+Culver+City,+CA+90230
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Culver+Slauson+Recreation+Center/@33.9936137,-118.4086648,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m7!3m6!1s0x80c2ba0f0615be27:0x4e5f2b40af343cf7!8m2!3d33.9936137!4d-118.4064761!9m1!1b1
https://www.yelp.com/biz/culver-slauson-recreation-center-culver-city


Culver Slauson Park
5072 S. Slauson Ave., Culver City, CA 90230

r ChallengesObservations

r«*
* *1

Drinking Fountains
Two fountains assessed were functional. One 
fountain had insufficient water pressure and 
another was leaking slightly.

Maintenance of Building and Facilities
The park was clean. Restrooms were clean and 
functional.

AH
B

•-V- -

The park offers well-maintained outdoor 
basketball courts. The outdoor fitness stations 
by the baseball field were in good condition. Water Conservation

There was some standing water around the 
edge of the park, as well as in the water 
fountains.

Large Shade Trees
The park has attractive trees and landscaping.

Drought Effects
The baseball field had dry patches.
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Neighborhood Service Area:
South Los Angeles/Baldwin Hills
Council District: 8
Size: 17.6 acres

Jim Gilliam Park
4000 S. La Brea Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90008

Overall Grade Features & Facilities: Barbecue pits, baseball diamond (lighted), basketball courts (indoor), basketball 
courts (lighted/outdoor), children's play area, community room, indoor gym (with weights), picnic 
tables, soccer field (lighted), tennis courts (lighted), jogging path, kitchen, multipurpose sports field, 
putting greens, stage, teen center, TV area, paddle tennisA mm
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https://www.google.com/maps?daddr=4000+S.+La+Brea+Ave.,+Los+Angeles,+CA+90008
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Jim+Gilliam+Park/@34.013035,-118.3567843,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m14!1m6!3m5!1s0x80c2b9ce872e1eb9:0x27ac3f2e714d2e75!2sJim+Gilliam+Park!8m2!3d34.013035!4d-118.3545956!3m6!1s0x80c2b9ce872e1eb9:0x27ac3f2e714d2e75!8m2!3d34.013035!4d-118.3545956!9m1!1b1
https://www.yelp.com/biz/jim-gilliam-recreation-center-los-angeles


Jim Gilliam Park
4000 S. La Brea Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90008

ChallengesObservations
>’<5. r»

Park Cleanliness
A few bulk items, including a chair and a tent, 
were observed on the west side of the park. 
Small amounts of litter and graffiti were noted 
throughout the park.

Many Facilities
A wide range of athletic facilities were 
available: lawn bowling, putting greens, 
baseball fields, multipurpose fields, paddleball 
courts, tennis courts, and basketball courts. 
The tennis courts and indoor gym were well- 
maintained. A large parking lot provides ample 
parking.

1

T, Water Conservation
Standing water was observed on the 
multipurpose field between baseball 
diamonds.
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. 4? Maintenance
The restrooms and drinking fountains were 
clean and functioning.
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Neighborhood Service Area:
West Lost Angeles/Venice
Council District: 11
Size: 3.6 acres

Oakwood Park
767 California Ave., Venice, CA 90291

Overall Grade Features & Facilities: Children's play area, community room, indoor gym (without weights), picnic 
tables, multipurpose sports field, stage, baseball diamond (lighted), basketball courts 
(lighted/outdoor), computer lab
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https://www.google.com/maps?daddr=767+California+Ave.,+Venice,+CA+90291
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Oakwood+Recreation+Center/@33.9946772,-118.4659356,17z/data=!4m7!3m6!1s0x80c2bac1c85d1bff:0x2a4ec289362c76c6!8m2!3d33.9946772!4d-118.4637469!9m1!1b1
https://www.yelp.com/biz/oakwood-recreation-center-los-angeles


Oakwood Park
767 California Ave., Venice, CA 90291

ChallengesObservations

Park CleanlinessFacilities
Park features included a range of interior and 
sports facilities in good condition:
■ Indoor gym
■ Computer lab
■ Multi-purpose room
■ Classrooms
■ Basketball court
■ Baseball diamond

Graffiti was observed on a picnic bench and on 
a few signs. Litter was observed by the 
basketball court and throughout the park.

While fences were in generally good condition, 
the large amount of fencing made the park 
seem less inviting.

The children's play area was located near a 
dumpster and a slight smell was noted.

Drought EffectsRestrooms and Drinking Fountains
Restrooms and drinking fountains were mostly 
clean and usable.

m
A few stressed trees were observed. The 
multipurpose fields had bare spots with more 
than 40% exposed dirt.

351

Wear and Tear‘mm

Some of the paint on the play structures was 
peeling or worn.
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Neighborhood Service Area:
West Los Angeles/Pacific Palisades
Council District: 11
Size: 17.5 acres

Palisades Park
851 Alma Real Dr., Pacific Palisades, CA 90272

Overall Grade Features & Facilities: Multipurpose sports field, barbecue pits, baseball diamond (lighted), basketball 
courts (indoor), basketball courts (lighted/outdoor), children's play area, community room, picnic 
tables, tennis courts (lighted), dodger dream field, kitchen, stage, volleyball courts (lighted/outdoor), 
seasonal pool (outdoor/unheated)A *5
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https://www.google.com/maps?daddr=851+Alma+Real+Dr.,+Pacific+Palisades,+CA+90272
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Palisades+Recreation+Center/@34.0421839,-118.525108,19z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m14!1m6!3m5!1s0x80c2a48102eb62a1:0x4de2cb195e63d50f!2sPalisades+Recreation+Center!8m2!3d34.0421839!4d-118.5245608!3m6!1s0x80c2a48102eb62a1:0x4de2cb195e63d50f!8m2!3d34.0421839!4d-118.5245608!9m1!1b1
https://www.yelp.com/biz/palisades-park-and-recreation-center-pacific-palisades


Palisades Park
851 Alma Real Dr., Pacific Palisades, CA 90272

ChallengesObservations
ii

k
■4*, Minor Wear and TearFacilities

Park features maintained in good condition 
included:
■ Indoor gyms
■ Baseball diamonds
■ Multipurpose fields
■ Batting cages
■ Basketball courts
■ Tennis courts
■ Walking loop
■ Outdoor fitness stations

A few signs were worn or faded, such as the 
instructions for the fitness equipment.

ll^
Some rust was visible on the edge of the roof 
and on the sides of the recreation centers.

The playground had a few areas of worn paint.
m

Drought Effects£

A few bare patches were noted on the lawn 
and a few trees were stressed.

Restrooms and Drinking Fountains

Clean, usable drinking fountains and generally 
clean restrooms were available.

m

Park Cleanliness

r' Minimal litter and no bulk items, dangerous 
litter, or pests were present.- ; r
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Neighborhood Service Area: 
Central/Fairfax/La Brea 
Council District: 4 
Size: 32.2 acres

Pan Pacific Park
7600 Beverly Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90036

Overall Grade Features & Facilities: Barbecue pits, baseball diamond (lighted), basketball courts (indoor), children's
play area, picnic tables, restrooms, amphitheater, jogging path, kitchen, multipurpose sports field, 
outdoor fitness equipment, stage, basketball courts (unlighted/outdoor)
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https://www.google.com/maps?daddr=7600+Beverly+Blvd.,+Los+Angeles,+CA+90036
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Pan+Pacific+Park+Recreation+Center/@34.0754602,-118.3567214,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m7!3m6!1s0x80c2b92e82c52f33:0xd5cede623445c795!8m2!3d34.0754602!4d-118.3545327!9m1!1b1
https://www.yelp.com/biz/pan-pacific-park-los-angeles?osq=pan+pacific+rec


Pan Pacific Park
7600 Beverly Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90036

ChallengesObservations
*SJl i Field Restrooms

A total of 3 restrooms and 1 portable toilet 
were assessed. The restroom at the rec center 
and near the senior center were in good 
condition, except for the non-functioning hot- 
water knob in the sink and one of the stalls not 
closing properly. The restroom in the middle of 
the park was unusable. The entire restroom 
was wet and soapy. The soap dispenser in this 
restroom was not working. The portable toilet 
was covered in toilet paper and did not have a 
place to wash hands.
Drought Effects
There were bare areas of grass throughout the 
park lawn and the multipurpose field. The 
park's soccer field did not have any grass and 
was the least used field. RAP is currently 
reconstructing the field.
Water Fountains
Three water fountains were assessed. One was 
in good working order, one had standing 
water, and the other had sand deposits in the 
fountain basin.
Park Cleanliness
Although the park had minimal litter, there 
were a few instances of bulk items.

Facilities
The park's basketball court was clean, well- 
maintained, and in use. The park had 3 
playgrounds with shade and sturdy equipment. 
The large multipurpose field was being used 
for a soccer tournament.
The recreation center has 2 indoor gyms. The 
park has its own Senior Activity Center.
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Water Conservation and Landscaping
No standing water was observed. Healthy 
trees, bushes, and flowers were present along 
the trail and throughout the park.
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Neighborhood Service Area:
West Los Angeles/Pico-Robertson
Council District: 5
Size: 1.2 acres

Robertson Park
1641 Preuss Rd., Los Angeles, CA 90035

Overall Grade Features & Facilities: Basketball courts (lighted/outdoor), children's play area, community room, 
handball courts (lighted), picnic tables, kitchen
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Google Rating: 4.3/5 | 7 Reviews
Yelp Rating: 2.5/5 | 6 Reviews
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https://www.google.com/maps?daddr=1641+Preuss+Rd.,+Los+Angeles,+CA+90035
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Robertson+Recreation+Center/@34.0494653,-118.3868685,17z/data=!4m7!3m6!1s0x80c2b966f3a7921b:0x674518e3263e49b2!8m2!3d34.0494653!4d-118.3846798!9m1!1b1
https://www.yelp.com/biz/robertson-recreation-center-los-angeles


Robertson Park
1641 Preuss Rd., Los Angeles, CA 90035

Observations Challenges

Shaded Playground
The playground was in the shade and all the 
equipment was in sturdy condition

Unused Indoor Space
Although the park had two multipurpose 
rooms, they were no longer in use. One of the 
rooms served as a storage room for broken 
equipment at the time of the Fall 2016 visit.Facilities

The basketball court was spacious with clear, 
painted lines. The basketball court was in good 
condition and was being used by the public. 
The park also has:
■ Walking loop
■ Sitting areas

Restrooms and Water Fountains
In one restroom, two toilets had flushers that 
were not working. The second restroom was 
functional, but had a non-functioning hand- 
dryer; it also had dim lighting.
Two water fountains were assessed and 
functional, although one had sand in the drain.

A

Wear and Tear
The outdoor fitness center had worn-out and
rusty bars. Most of the facilities were older and 
showing signs of wear and tear.
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Neighborhood Service Area: 
Westwood 
Council District: 5 
Size: 26.7 acres

Westwood Park
1350 S. Sepulveda Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA 90025

Overall Grade Features & Facilities: Indoor gyms, racquetball courts, classrooms, indoor pool, multipurpose field, 
soccer field, tennis courts, multipurpose court, basketball courts, baseball diamond, outdoor fitness 
stations, playgrounds, seating areas, picnic areas
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https://www.google.com/maps/place/Westwood+Recreation+Center/@34.053217,-118.448115,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x31e8d2978cee1a1a!8m2!3d34.053217!4d-118.448115
https://www.yelp.com/biz/westwood-recreation-center-los-angeles
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Westwood+Recreation+Center/@34.053217,-118.448115,15z/data=!4m7!3m6!1s0x0:0x31e8d2978cee1a1a!8m2!3d34.053217!4d-118.448115!9m1!1b1


Westwood Park
1350 S. Sepulveda Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA 90025

str j
Observations Challenges'•V-

Facilities
Well-maintained facilities included:
■ Indoor gyms
■ Indoor swimming pool
■ Playgrounds
■ Racquetball courts
■ Baseball diamond (closed)
■ Tennis courts
■ Basketball courts
■ Turf soccer field
■ Sitting areas

Wear and Tear
The outdoor fitness stations showed signs of 
wear and tear. A paved multipurpose court 
had no nets and cracks in the asphalt. Some of 
the picnic tables were worn and a few were 
not usable.

'v ;

' v;Ik ^ . > : 9VSH?

■- fJhw-j
Water Conservation & Drought Effects 

Dry spots and weeds in lawn areas were 
throughout park. Stressed or dead trees were 
observed. The multipurpose field was
approximately 30% bare. Several muddy 
patches were noted throughout the park.

'm

III

- Restrooms
The field restrooms were not clean with 
plaster missing.V

Drinking Fountains
While clean, 2 of the 5 drinking fountains 
assessed lacked sufficient water pressure.

. .
r

•S. L[0.
Park Cleanliness
We noted three homeless individuals, along 
with bulk items in the park and stored in the 
women's field restroom.
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L.A. Parks: South LA/Harbor Area
(South of Downtown Los Angeles to the Port of Los Angeles)
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L.A. Parks Summary: South LA/Harbor
L.A. Park 
Grades

109th
Street

Algin
Sutton

Fred
Roberts

Lou Martin Luther 
King, Jr.

SouthAugustus
Hawkins

Van
Ness WilmingtonLeland Costello Park

Acres 3.17 16.46 8.1 2.9 15.8 3.5 8.3 18.25 7.8 7.31

B- B B+ B B+ C+ B B- B+ BOverall Grade

Overall Score 83 84 88 87 88 79 84 80 89 87

Children's Play 
Areas

82 90 90 90 90 95 95 90 95n.a

Picnic & Sitting 
Areas

90 92 90 75 90 85 90 85n.a. n.a.

Outdoor Courts 93 90 80 95 80 88 75 95 88n.a

Athletic Fields 88 95 90 92 75 93 85 83 93n.a

Landscaping & 
Natural Areas

83 88 91 84 89 83 90 80 89 94

Exercise Areas/Trails 80 95 90 90 93 80 60 98 95n.a

Park Center 
Interiors

95 90 95 95 95 85 90 86 95 95

Exterior
Infrastructures

87 89 95 88 86 78 92 85 86 93

Park Cleanliness 88 71 89 85 71 79 79 81 88 90

Restrooms 65 65 76 84 93 65 65 65 87 65

Drinking Fountains 79 95 77 89 83 84 83 93 85 88

Graffiti 90 90 95 75 85 95 90 80 85 80



109th Street Park Neighborhood Service Area:
South Los Angeles/Watts
Council District: 15
Size: 3.2 acres1464 E 109th St, Los Angeles, CA 90059

Overall Grade Features & Facilities: Baseball diamond (lighted), basketball courts (lighted/indoor), basketball courts 
(lighted / outdoor), children's play area, tennis courts (lighted), multipurpose sports field (lighted), 
seasonal pool (outdoor/unheated), and splash pad
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http://maps.google.com/maps?daddr=1464%20East%20109th%20St.,%20Los%20Angeles,%20CA%2090059
https://www.google.com/maps/place/109th+Street+Recreation+Center/@33.9363196,-118.2508309,17z/data=!4m7!3m6!1s0x80c2cbd3b41bfa7f:0xd742f76b9b0fa43a!8m2!3d33.9363196!4d-118.2486422!9m1!1b1


109th Street Park
1464 E 109th St, Los Angeles, CA 90059

Observations Challenges

Facilities Park Cleanliness

This park offers a number of both indoor and 
outdoor facilities. Many of the outdoor 
facilities are lighted.

There was litter around the park, including
cigarette butts.w
Water Conservation4 The indoor gym was in good condition. 

Landscaping

There were no distressed trees and the grass 
was mowed, but had dry patches.

W There was standing water on the baseball 
diamond and side of the park.

M

mm ftlH '•mmc £I
Drinking Fountain

'■«I '$Vi

The drinking fountain near the playground was 
not in working order. Another one was in 
working order.

111
V.

Children's Play Area
i

The children's play area was not fenced and
vehicles could have driven onto the area. The 
children's play area was located near a
dumpster.

iff/}

a x:*&

mam
'foT.'

Restroomsu?
- .

The outdoor men's restroom was unavailable 
for use.,
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Neighborhood Service Area:
South Los Angeles/Westmont
Council District: 8
Size: 16.5 acres

Algin Sutton Park
8800 S Hoover St, Los Angeles, CA 90044

Overall Grade Features & Facilities: Auditorium, baseball diamond (lighted), basketball courts (indoor), basketball 
courts (lighted/outdoor), children's play area, picnic tables, soccer field (lighted), tennis courts 
(lighted), futsol field, computer lab, fitness zone, stage, multipurpose building, handball courts
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Google Rating: 4.1/5 | 41 Reviews
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https://www.google.com/maps/dir/8800+S+Hoover+St,+Los+Angeles,+CA+90044/@33.9572229,-118.3564674,12z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x80c2c9c2dfbadc61:0xcf0c4a5637d7760a!2m2!1d-118.2864273!2d33.9572427
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Algin+Sutton+Recreation+Center/@33.9572904,-118.2885615,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m7!3m6!1s0x80c2c9c2eedcf3df:0xb14a41593b663901!8m2!3d33.9572904!4d-118.2863728!9m1!1b1


Algin Sutton Park
8800 S Hoover St, Los Angeles, CA 90044

Observations Challenges
f

Special Facilities

The park has several unique and well- 
maintained sports facilities including:
■ Lighted L.A. Galaxy soccer field
■ Fitness zone
■ Handball courts
■ Two Dodgers Dreamfields
■ Futsol court

There was ample onsite parking available.

Water Conservation

There were a few places in the park where 
standing water was noted, as well as patches 
of dry grass.

Restrooms

One field restroom was in poor condition with 
debris piled in the corner. The outdoor men's 
restroom was locked and not accessible.

(
ft.

Park Cleanliness and MaintenanceAbsence of Graffiti

The park was basically free of graffiti.

--... ~

There was a moderate amount of litter, 
including empty liquor containers. Additionally, 
there were bulk items, including chairs and 
boxes/bags of clothing, left near the park 
entrance. Tire tracks were in the grassy area.
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Neighborhood Service Area:
South Los Angeles/Central Alameda
Council District: 9
Size: 8.1 acres

Augustus F. Hawkins Park
5790 Compton Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90011

Overall Grade Features & Facilities: Native flora and wetlands with walking paths, Nature Museum Hall with local 
nature exhibits, picnic tables, amphitheater, gardening boxes, and available rental space
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https://www.google.com/maps?daddr=5790+Compton+Ave.,+Los+Angeles,+CA+90011
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Augustus+F.+Hawkins+Nature+Park/@33.9900691,-118.248638,17z/data=!4m7!3m6!1s0x80c2c8fc007c3695:0x7e555b963c090d94!8m2!3d33.9900691!4d-118.2464493!9m1!1b1
https://www.yelp.com/biz/augustus-f-hawkins-natural-park-los-angeles


Augustus F. Hawkins Park
5790 Compton Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90011

Observations Challenges

This park is officially referred to as the August
F. Hawkins Nature Center.

Insufficient Way-Finding

Although there was a map of the park inside
the park center, it was difficult to figure out 
one's whereabouts outside in the natural 
areas.

Unique Features and Facilities

The park offers unique features: 

■ Wetlands

Water Fountains and Restrooms

Two of the drinking water fountains along the 
walking path did not function, but this might 
have been due to the irrigation testing and 
repair. The restroom was not clean and lacked 
soap and paper towels. One stall did not latch 
properly.

■ Nature museum

■ Outdoor auditoriums

■ Walking loop

Park Cleanliness

The park was free of graffiti.

Knowledgeable Staff

Park staff were friendly, informative, and 
knowledgeable about park programs and park 
history.

Maintenance

There was litter around the park, especially 
around sitting areas.

' ~'*i<
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Neighborhood Service Area:
South Los Angeles/Central Alameda
Council District: 9
Size: 2.9 acres

Fred Roberts Park
4700 South Honduras St., Los Angeles, CA 90011

Overall Grade Features & Facilities: Barbecue pits, basketball courts (lighted/outdoor), children's play area, 
community room, picnic tables, volleyball courts (lighted), kitchen, outdoor fitness equipment, 
synthetic soccer field (unlighted)
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https://www.google.com/maps?daddr=4700+South+Honduras+St.,+Los+Angeles,+CA+90011
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Fred+Roberts+Recreation+Center/@34.0005239,-118.245897,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m7!3m6!1s0x80c2c8f19d0993a9:0xc719d19a53bfcdf4!8m2!3d34.0005239!4d-118.2437083!9m1!1b1


Fred Roberts Park
4700 South Honduras St., Los Angeles, CA 90011

Observations Challenges

T Unique Facilities
The park offers multiple fitness station areas; 
one of them is adjacent to the playground.

Park Cleanliness
There was graffiti and small amounts of litter 
throughout the park, including the artificial 
soccer field and along a muddy pathway.

o
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M

Drinking Fountains
The fountains were in working order.

Limited Hours for Part of Recreation Center
' A sign was posted saying the recreation center

was going to be closed for 10 days.
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The recreation center 

will be closed from 
Friday October 21,

2016 to November 1,
2016 while we prep for

annual Halloween
festival f hank you

undor standing.
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Neighborhood Service Area: 
Harbor/San Pedro 
Council District: 15 
Size: 15.8 acres

Leland Park
863 S. Herbert Ave., San Pedro, CA 90731

Overall Grade Features & Facilities: Children's play area, multipurpose room, basketball courts (lighted/outdoor), 
volleyball courts (lighted/outdoor), baseball diamond (lighted), outdoor fitness equipment, ping pong 
table
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Leland Park
863 S. Herbert Ave., San Pedro, CA 90731

Observations Challenges

Maintenance

The baseball field, basketball court, fitness 
equipment, children's play area, and the 
majority of the walking path was in good 
condition.

Although the park does not have a gym, the 
multi-purpose room was in good condition.

Other exterior infrastructures, including paint, 
fences, and lighting, were in good condition.

Accessible Facilities

There are wheelchair accessible paths, along 
with walking paths throughout the park.

Restrooms

At the second visit, one restroom was open 
and in good condition.

Drinking Fountains and Restrooms

One of the 4 drinking fountains assessed was 
leaking, and another was not functioning; 
however, 2 were in good condition.

Restrooms were not open during posted 
business hours at the first visit.

Park Cleanliness

There was substantial trash in parts of the 
park, particularly in the undeveloped areas. 
Some of the trash indicated alcohol and drug 
use.
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Neighborhood Service Area:
East Los Angeles/Hobart/Boyle Heights
Council District: 14
Size: 3.5 acres

Lou Costello Park
3141 East Olympic Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA 90023

Overall Grade Features & Facilities: Auditorium, gymnasium (indoor without weights), music room, preschool room, 
stage, outdoor gym (with weights), basketball courts (unlighted/outdoor), baseball diamond 
(unlighted), children's play area, picnic tables
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Lou Costello Park
3141 East Olympic Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA 90023

ChallengesObservations
K Costello, cefXe

D • • r '
c°u Water ConservationFacilities

This park offers a variety of facilities:
■ Fitness Zones
■ Senior center
■ Childcare center

' x\LA ,n

There were several instances of standing water 
on fields and around fitness zone equipment.

* - 5 _1I fryI
WrtA.no^ IfllttOMt . ✓t Drought Effects,>//

Soccer fields and lawns had large dry patches.
Drinking Fountains
Fountains were in working order.

Park Cleanliness

There were bulk items located near the senior 
center. The building's exterior was stained, had 
chipping paint, and had several areas where 
graffiti was painted over.

Restroom

In one restroom, a toilet was clogged and 
there was no soap dispenser. The other 
restroom was littered and dark.
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Neighborhood Service Area:
South Los Angeles/Exposition Park
Council District: 8
Size: 8.3 acres

Martin Luther King Jr. Park
3916 South Western Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90062

Overall Grade Features & Facilities: Baseball diamond (unlighted), basketball courts (lighted/outdoor), children's 
play area, tennis courts (lighted), classrooms, Dodgers Dreamfield, kitchen, synthetic field, computer 
lab, weight room
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Martin Luther King Jr. Park
3916 South Western Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90062

, a V

tMMI ChallengesObservations
i Facilities

This center offers several indoor and outdoor 
facilities, such as:
■ Universal access playground with shade and 

rubber surfaces
■ Dodgers Dreamfield with shaded bleachers
■ Weight/fitness room
■ Computer lab
■ Ballet room

Park Use

A faith-based group was holding a service in 

the gym, making it closed for use for the public 

on a Saturday.

There were no people in the parkland outside 

of the recreation center on the day of the site 

visit.

Park Cleanliness

There were many cigarette butts observed 

throughout the park. Some of the outdoor 
fences had holes cut in them, and chipped 

paint was noted. There were missing tiles in 

the indoor stairway.

Drought Effects

Some trees showed signs of water stress.
There were bare patches in the lawn.

Field Restrooms

Only one of the several field restrooms was 

open at the time of observation. It was messy 

and had no lighting, making it impossible to 

close the door for privacy while using it.

Drinking Fountains
The fountain was in working order.
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Neighborhood Service Area:
South Los Angeles/South Park
Council District: 9
Size: 18.3 acres

South Park
345 E. 51st St., Los Angeles, CA 90011

Overall Grade Features & Facilities: Basketball courts (lighted/outdoor), children's play area, picnic tables, band 
shell, indoor gym (without weights), kitchen, playground (universally accessible), handball courts
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South Park
345 E. 51st St., Los Angeles, CA 90011

Observations Challenges
Park Cleanliness
There was litter indicating alcohol and drug 
use. The band shell appeared unused, except 
as storage for bulk items. Graffiti was observed 
on surfaces.

Landscaping

The park features stunning palm trees and 
other mature specimens. Canary Island Date 
Palms line the outside of the park; Mexican 
Fan Palms line the inside of the park.

With some exceptions, the park grounds were 
well-maintained and facilities were in good 
condition.

Exercise Equipment
The fitness equipment was in bad condition. 
Tape was used to keep the padding in place.

Water Conservation
Standing water and dry patches of grass were 
observed around the park.

Facilities

The artificial turf soccer field and universal 
playground were well-maintained.

Field Restroom
While the field restroom was in working order, 
it was dirty with water all over the ground and 
had an unpleasant odor. The indoor restroom 
was in good condition.

Wtd
Outdoor Court
The outdoor handball court had debris on the 
ground./
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Neighborhood Service Area:
South Los Angeles/Hyde Park
Council District: 8
Size: 7.8 acres

Van Ness Park
5720 2nd Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90043

Overall Grade Features & Facilities: Baseball diamond (lighted), basketball courts (lighted/outdoor), children's play 
area, football field (unlighted), picnic tables, soccer field (unlighted), tennis courts (lighted), indoor 
gym (without weights), outdoor fitness equipment

B+
Wa

23*
I;; y

;

'I'1'1
JGradeFeature A -

1 w
;;

m i si!
Children's Play Areas 

Picnic & Sitting Areas

A-

BrA-

Outdoor Courts A •P: 1" ,
Athletic Fields B-

I*
-Landscaping/Natural Areas B+ 'If

m -Exercise Areas & Trails A

Park Center Interiors A

Exterior Infrastructures B'B

Park Cleanliness B+ m

Restrooms B

Drinking Fountains B '
illlii

Graffiti B

Google Rating: 3.8/5 | 44 Reviews 
Yelp Rating: 3.5/5 | 5 Reviews

■ -*si J3- ■

84
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Van Ness Park
5720 2nd Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90043

f
7 Observations Challenges

i
Variety of facilities
Park features rated as good included:
■ Indoor gym
■ Picnic areas

■ Outdoor fitness stations
■ Walking loop
■ Basketball courts
■ Tennis courts
■ Multi-purpose field
■ Baseball diamonds
■ Batting cages

Park Cleanliness
The park had litter and graffiti on poles and 
storage containers. There were no dangerous 
litter, pet waste, pests, and bulk items.

i

3
Drought Effects
The lawn had numerous bare patches. A few 
stressed trees were noted.

Drinking Fountains
Although two drinking fountains were rated as 
good, two other drinking fountains lacked 
sufficient water pressure.

Landscaping and Maintenance
Exterior infrastructures in good condition 
included paint and lighting.

Limited Hours
The new gym was closed on Saturday morning.

Landscaping included colorful bougainvillea.
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Neighborhood Service Area: 
Harbor/Wilmington 
Council District: 15
Size: 7.3 acres

Wilmington Park
325 N. Neptune Ave., Wilmington, CA 90744

Overall Grade Features & Facilities: Baseball diamond (lighted), baseball diamond (unlighted), basketball courts 
(indoor), basketball courts (unlighted/outdoor), children's play area, community room, picnic tables, 
horseshoe pits, skate plaza, teen center
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https://www.yelp.com/biz/wilmington-recreation-center-los-angeles


Wilmington Park
325 N. Neptune Ave., Wilmington, CA 90744

ChallengesObservations
■ Drought Effects

There were some dry patches throughout the 
park.

Facilities
In addition to outdoor basketball courts, a 
gym, and baseball fields, the park offers a 
number of unique facilities:
■ Skate park
■ 6 horseshoe pits
■ Fitness Zone
■ Murals

w*.- ’> V.

ffZt .

^ ji
Park Cleanliness
There was some graffiti around the mural and 
around the park.

Restrooms
The field restrooms had low lighting and were 
moderately clean. One of the indoor restrooms 
was locked during business hours.
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David M. Gonzales 
Delano
North Hollywood 
Panorama City 
Sun Valley 
Sylmar 
Valley Plaza
Van Nuys-Sherman Oaks 
Victory-Vineland

89

L.A. Parks: East SFV Area
(San Fernando Valley, East of Route 405)

East SFV Area
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L.A. Parks Summary: East SFV Area
Van Nuys- 

Sherman 
Oaks

David M. 
Gonzales

North
Hollywood

Valley
Plaza

Victory-
Vineland

Panorama
CityL.A. Park Grades Delano Sun Valley Sylmar

Acres 6.8 4.45 55.6 6.0 17.26 19.78 77.64 65.18 6.48

CB BBCBB-BB+Overall Grade

Overall Score 76 86 84 85 76 85 80 87 89

Children's Play Areas 

Picnic & Sitting Areas

85 95 95 95 80 95 90 95 95

75 87 83 80 88 80 83 84 90

Outdoor Courts 80 91 94 75 80 90 94 90n.a.

Athletic Fields 75 89 88 89 83 85 88 94 90

Landscaping & Natural Areas 

Exercise Areas/Trails

76 85 86 83 81 93 86 88 86

80 92 85 84 95 84 93n.a. n.a.

Park Center Interiors 85 90 93 95 80 95 78 95 95

Exterior Infrastructures 79 95 86 94 83 89 83 86 93

Park Cleanliness 73 88 79 80 67 86 71 72 89

Restrooms 71 65 65 81 65 74 65 65 81

Drinking Fountains 73 92 93 65 79 84 90 84 93

Graffiti 65 95 78 75 75 65 80 85 85
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Neighborhood Service Area:
North Valley/Pacoima
Council District: 7
Size: 6.8 acres

David M. Gonzales Park
10943 Herrick Ave., Arleta, CA 91331

Overall Grade Features & Facilities: Auditorium, baseball diamond (lighted), basketball courts (indoor), basketball 
courts (lighted/outdoor), children's play area, community room, handball courts (lighted), indoor gym 
(without weights), picnic tables, soccer field (lighted), boxing gym, boxing ring, kitchen, stage
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David M. Gonzales Park
10943 Herrick Ave., Arleta, CA 91331

ChallengesObservations
Park Cleanliness
Litter and graffiti were visible on the picnic 
tables and benches. Cigarette butts were 
found in multiple areas of the park, including
the playground. Bulk items were stored by 
park buildings.
Drought Effects
The multipurpose field had bare spots and
dried grass. There were muddy areas, 
indicating water irrigation problems.
Wear and Tear
The wooden bleachers adjacent to the field 
were worn out and covered in sand. The 
soccer goals were dilapidated and torn in 
places.
Restrooms and Water Fountains
The restroom walls and stalls were covered in 
graffiti. A bike was blocking one of the stalls. 
The hand-dryer was not working; there were 
no paper supplies available. Although 
functional, the water fountain was damaged 
and worn.
Limited Hours and Resources
The recreation center usually closes at 3 pm on 
Saturdays. The center's computer lab no 
longer had access to Wi-Fi; the computer
classes were cancelled.

Facilities
The picnic area and children's play area were 
shaded. Evaluated park features that were in 
good condition include:
■ Gym
■ Playground
The basketball court had extensive cracks in 
the asphalt. The hoop nets were in good 
repair.
Landscaping
Healthy trees were present throughout the 
park.
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Neighborhood Service Area:
South Valley/Van Nuys
Council District: 6
Size: 4.5 acres

Delano Park
15100 Erwin St., Van Nuys, CA 91411

Overall Grade Features & Facilities: Indoor gym, picnic areas, synthetic soccer field, baseball field, a playground, 
community center, auditorium, stage, kitchen, computer lab
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Yelp Rating: 5.0/5 | 4 Reviews
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https://www.google.com/maps?daddr=15100+Erwin+St.,+Van+Nuys,+CA+91411
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Delano+Park/@34.1829348,-118.4649337,17z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x80c2970cb44fada3:0x1bdfd8c6b691579b!2s15100+Erwin+St,+Van+Nuys,+CA+91411!3b1!8m2!3d34.1829348!4d-118.462745!3m4!1s0x0:0x308d0d3da4b9d369!8m2!3d34.1821022!4d-118.4624903
https://www.yelp.com/biz/delano-recreation-center-los-angeles


Delano Park
15100 Erwin St., Van Nuys, CA 91411

J Observations Challengesc .a
w wMr ?

Park Cleanliness
There was litter throughout the outdoor 
portions of the park, including plastic bottles 
and paper towels.

Park Features
The park features in good condition included:
■ Soccer field
■ Indoor gym

■ Playground
■ Classrooms
■ Child care center

The water fountains were in working order and 
had strong water pressure.

Restrooms
The women's field restroom had a sink filled 
with water. The faucet and soap dispenser 
were not working properly. The bathroom was 
littered and dimly lit. The indoor restroom was 
clean and well-maintained.

Landscaping
A sign indicated that the park uses recycled 
water. No dead or stressed trees were noted.

Water Conservation
There was some standing water on the lawns 
and the baseball field.

Wear and Tear
Bleachers, picnic tables, and sitting areas were 
worn with chipping paint, inadequate paint 
coverage, and some graffiti.. ' . r

i» Drought Effects
The baseball field had large bare spots and
some weeds.

Computer Lab Not Functional
The computer lab was not working during 
observations.
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Neighborhood Service Area:
South Valley/North Hollywood
Council District: 2
Size: 55.6 acres

North Hollywood Park
11430 Chandler Blvd., North Hollywood, CA 91601

Overall Grade Features & Facilities: Baseball diamond (lighted), basketball courts (indoor), basketball courts 
(lighted/outdoor), children's play area, handball courts (lighted), seasonal pool (outdoor/unheated), 
tennis courts (lighted), jogging path, kitchen, outdoor fitness equipment, stage
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https://www.google.com/maps?daddr=11430+Chandler+Blvd.,+North+Hollywood,+CA+91601
https://www.google.com/maps/place/North+Hollywood+Park/@34.1663168,-118.3815094,18z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m7!3m6!1s0x0:0x8c2e4a7ab50d53ab!8m2!3d34.1663168!4d-118.3805582!9m1!1b1
https://www.yelp.com/biz/north-hollywood-recreation-center-north-hollywood


North Hollywood Park
11430 Chandler Blvd., North Hollywood, CA 91601

ii #2* ChallengesObservationsF‘‘;
W-

Field Restrooms The field restrooms were 
unclean, poorly lit, and had no soap, hand 
dryers, or towels.
Maintenance
Despite the numerous well-maintained 
features, there were some facilities rated 
lower. The multipurpose field had bare 
patches and uneven terrain. The paved 
multipurpose court had torn basketball nets. 
Although much of the walking loop was well- 
maintained, there were ruts, rocks, and 
puddles of standing water. Several holes were 
observed in the adjacent fences.
Park Cleanliness
Small pieces of litter were observed. Trash was 
overflowing from dumpsters; the team also 
observed two bulk items, broken glass, and 
graffiti.
Water Conservation
There was standing water on the driveway, 
walking loop, and lawn during a time period 
where there had not been any rain for weeks. 
There were at least 7 stressed or dead trees. 
The lawn had areas of dry patches.

Many usable facilities
The park has many attractive features:
■ Picnic areas and seating areas
■ Outdoor fitness stations
■ Baseball diamond
■ Tennis courts
■ Handball courts
■ Skate park
■ Playground
■ Indoor gym
■ Senior center
■ Nature area
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Indoor Drinking Fountains and Restrooms
The restrooms in the recreation center and 4 
of 5 drinking fountains assessed were clean 
and functioning. One drinking fountain did not 
have sufficient water pressure.
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Neighborhood Service Area:
North Valley/Panorama City
Council District: 6
Size: 6.0 acres

Panorama Park
8600 Hazeltine Ave., Panorama City, CA 91402

Overall Grade Features & Facilities: Baseball diamond (lighted), basketball courts (lighted/outdoor), children's play 
area, community room, picnic tables, tennis courts (unlighted), stage, outdoor fitness equipment, 
splash pad
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https://www.yelp.com/biz/panorama-recreation-center-panorama-city


Panorama Park
8600 Hazeltine Ave., Panorama City, CA 91402

Observations ChallengesSo

Facilities
The playground consisted of a number of 
unique play features, which were shaded 
throughout and looked new and sturdy.
The splash pad was unique with a Rube 
Goldberg theme, although not in use during 
the visit
The indoor gym was small, but in good 
condition. The gym was being prepared for a 
free Halloween festival.
Fencing around the tennis court and fields 
were sturdy.

Water Fountains and Restrooms 
None of the water fountains in the park were 
functioning. The field restroom had dim 
lighting and the soap dispenser was out of 
order. In contrast, the indoor restroom was in 
good condition.

&

Wear and Tear
Picnic and sitting areas seemed old with 
peeling paint. Bleachers were worn.

\
Water Conservation
Standing water was present on the walking 
paths, on the basketball court, and on the 
multipurpose field, including the unused 
baseball diamond.

'mmi ■

Park Cleanliness
The multipurpose field had some dog feces, 
weeds in the corner, and bare spots.
There was litter throughout the park and a few 
instances of bulk items. Graffiti was present on 
a number of signs and in the field restroom. 
There was a scent of marijuana in two 
different parts of the park.

■ *
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Neighborhood Service Area:
North Valley/Sun Valley
Council District: 6
Size: 17.3 acres

Sun Valley Park
8133 Vineland Ave., Sun Valley, CA 91352

Overall Grade Features & Facilities: Baseball diamond (lighted), basketball courts (lighted/outdoor), children's play 
area, football field (lighted), picnic tables, soccer field (lighted), tennis courts (lighted), jogging path, 
kitchen, pool with slide, multipurpose room
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Google Rating: 3.8/5 | 71 Reviews 
Yelp Rating: 3.0/5 | 4 Reviews
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https://www.google.com/maps?daddr=8133+Vineland+Ave.,+Sun+Valley,+CA+91352
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Sun+Valley+Recreation+Center/@34.2182241,-118.3736551,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m7!3m6!1s0x80c2943fb4c0630b:0x460fcbe7c748b020!8m2!3d34.2182241!4d-118.3714664!9m1!1b1
https://www.yelp.com/biz/sun-valley-park-los-angeles


Sun Valley Park
8133 Vineland Ave., Sun Valley, CA 91352

Observations
W

Challenges
Soccer Field and Basketball court 
The soccer field was in good condition with 
clear lines, sturdy equipment, and minimal 
litter. Besides a missing basketball net, the 
basketball court was in reasonable condition.

Restrooms
The indoor restroom was out of order and 
under construction. Two field restrooms were 
in poor condition with foul smell, dim lighting, 
and broken hand dryers.

•• '
Walking Trail
A walking trail spanned most of the park and 
had minimal litter.

Field and Facility Maintenance
The tennis court had litter, cracked floors with 
graffiti, and benches with missing pieces and 
graffiti.

The playground equipment was old and worn 
with some cracks and graffiti on the 
equipment.

4ft-

Picnic Areas
The picnic areas throughout the park had 
tables in good repair, large shade trees, and 
lawn.

Drought Effects
The baseball field and lawn had multiple bare 
spots.

Educational Signs
A nice additional touch to the park were 
educational signs on “Working with Nature' 
and “Clearing the Muddied Waters." Water Conservation

There was standing water on the tennis court 
and the multipurpose field.

Park Cleanliness
There were a number of bulk items (e.g., 
garbage bags and shopping carts), and litter 
and graffiti throughout the park.
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Neighborhood Service Area:
South Valley/Sylmar
Council District: 7
Size: 19.8 acres

Sylmar Park Park
13109 Borden Ave., Sylmar, CA 91342

Overall Grade Features & Facilities: Auditorium, baseball diamond (lighted), basketball courts (lighted/outdoor), 
children's play area, community room, indoor gym (without weights), picnic tables, soccer field 
(unlighted), tennis courts (lighted), kitchen, outdoor fitness equipment, stage
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https://www.google.com/maps?daddr=13109+Borden+Ave.,+Sylmar,+CA+91342
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Sylmar+Recreation+Center/@34.3088874,-118.4486821,17z/data=!4m7!3m6!1s0x80c28fd6a8feb6cb:0x6bab67356cbc78e5!8m2!3d34.3088874!4d-118.4464934!9m1!1b1
https://www.yelp.com/biz/sylmar-recreation-center-sylmar?osq=sylmar+park


Sylmar Park Park
13109 Borden Ave., Sylmar, CA 91342

ChallengesObservations

Landscaping
Despite some bare spots, the overall 
landscaping was attractive.

Drought Effects
Bare patches of land were present 
throughout the landscape, in the picnic 
areas, and in the two multipurpose fields.
Wear and Tear
Although many picnic tables were in good 
condition, a few were dirty, broken, and 
worn out. Bleachers adjacent to the 
multipurpose fields were in poor condition 
with graffiti and litter present.
The basketball court had cracks and faded 
paint lines.
The small tennis courts had chunks of the 
floor missing. Paint was fading from some of 
the park walls.
Restrooms
Two restrooms were assessed and had minor 
problems. They were both dimly lit. In one, 
the hand dryer was out of order. In the 
other, the sink faucets were difficult to use.
Park Cleanliness
There was moderate graffiti on signs, 
bleachers, fountains, picnic tables, and 
doors, as well as some litter.

Water Conservation
No standing water was noted.

Facilities
Park features in good condition included:
■ Outdoor fitness center
■ Playground
■ Water fountains
■ Indoor gym

-

Drinking Fountains
The drinking fountains were functional and 
clean.
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Neighborhood Service Area:
North Valley/Northridge
Council District: 2
Size: 77.6 acres

Valley Plaza Park
12240 Archwood St., North Hollywood, CA 91606

Overall Grade Features & Facilities: Multipurpose sports field, barbecue pits, baseball diamond (lighted), basketball 
courts (indoor), basketball courts (lighted/outdoor), children's play area, community room, picnic 
tables, tennis courts (lighted), dodger dream field, kitchen, stage, volleyball courts (lighted/outdoor), 
seasonal pool (outdoor/unheated). Freeway 170 splits the park east-west; a footbridge connects the 
two parts. Vanowen Street partitions the park north-south, resulting in 4 park areas.
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Valley Plaza Park
12240 Archwood St., North Hollywood, CA 91606

Observations ChallengesA

Facilities
Good park features included:
■ Indoor gym

■ Classrooms
■ Basketball courts
■ Baseball diamonds
■ Bike racks
■ Mature trees

Drought Effects
Although the lawns near the recreation center 
were in good condition, bare patches and 
areas of overgrowth were noted. The 
multipurpose field was more than 40% bare. 
Some stressed trees were observed.
Wear and Tear
Some paint chipping was noted on the picnic 
tables. The tennis courts had graffiti and paint 
chipping. The grassy areas were damaged from 
vehicles driving through the park.
The indoor facility was aging and in need of 
renovation.

Park Cleanliness
There were bulk items, litter and broken glass 
on paths throughout the park. Individuals were 
smoking near the parking lot. Graffiti was 
visible on signs and benches and in the 
playground.

Portable Toilets
Portable toilets were not clean and smelled
foul.
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Drinking Fountains
Drinking fountains were fairly clean and 
usable.
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Neighborhood Service Area:
South Valley/Van Nuys/Sherman Oaks
Council District: 4
Size: 65.2 acres

Van Nuys-Sherman Oaks Park
14201 Huston St., Van Nuys, CA 91423

Overall Grade Features & Facilities: Baseball diamonds (lighted), softball diamonds (unlighted), basketball courts 
(lighted/indoor), basketball courts (lighted/outdoor), children's play area, football field (lighted), 
indoor gym (without weights), picnic tables, soccer field (lighted), tennis courts (lighted), volleyball 
courts (lighted), jogging path, kitchen
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Van Nuys-Sherman Oaks Park
14201 Huston St., Van Nuys, CA 91423

Observations Challenges

Facilities
This park has a variety of facilities, including a 
year-round swimming pool. The following 
facilities appeared in good condition:
■ Tennis courts
■ Soccer fields

■ Larger baseball fields
■ Swimming pool
■ Fitness zone

■ Playgrounds (which were shaded)
Landscaping
Attractive trees and bushes were throughout 
the park.

Drought Effects
There were multiple areas of bare spots and 
dried grass in the lawn throughout the park 
and on the multipurpose fields. There were 
dried bushes throughout the park, including 
the walking trail. There were back-up drainage 
problems in another area.
Wear and Tear
Some picnic tables were worn with pieces of 
the table and seat missing. Some sitting areas 
and bleachers were worn. Paint was peeling in 
some parts of the buildings. The building 
facade was damaged. The walking trail fence 
was in need of repair.
Restroom
A portable toilet was littered with toilet paper. 
The field restroom was dirty with no toilet 
paper. The soap dispenser was not working. 
The indoor restroom was in good condition.
Park Cleanliness
A number of makeshift housing/bulk items 
were noted. A woman was washing her hair in 
the drinking fountain.
Baseball Diamonds
The baseball diamonds were closed for public 
use on a Saturday.
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Neighborhood Service Area:
South Valley/North Hollywood
Council District: 2
Size: 6.5 acres

Victory Vineland Park
11117 Victory Blvd., North Hollywood, CA 91606

Overall Grade Features & Facilities: Athletic field, auditorium, basketball courts (lighted/outdoor), children's play 
area, tennis courts (lighted), kitchen, stage
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https://www.yelp.com/biz/victory-vineland-recreation-center-san-fernando-valley


Victory Vineland Park
11117 Victory Blvd., North Hollywood, CA 91606

Observations Challenges
Facilities
Most of the park facilities were in good 
condition:
■ Picnic areas
■ Seating areas
■ Basketball courts
■ Tennis courts
■ Multipurpose field
■ Playgrounds
Exterior infrastructures and lawn and 
landscaping were in good condition.

Paved Multipurpose Court 
A paved multipurpose court behind the 
recreation center was inaccessible and seemed 
to be used for storage.

A

Water Conservation
A small amount of standing water was 
observed on sidewalks.

BAj 5'Mf -i..

m Graffiti
Small amounts of graffiti were observed.Park Cleanliness

The park was clean with some trash observed;
park staff were seen cleaning up trash during 
observations.
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Drinking Fountains
Drinking fountains were generally clean and in
working order.
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- Restrooms
The restrooms were reasonably clean and in 
working order.
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Granada Hills 
Northridge 
Tarzana 
West Hills 
Winnetka
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West SFV Area

L.A. Parks: West SFV
(San Fernando Valley, West of Route 405)
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L.A. Parks Summary: West SFV Area

L.A. Park Grades Granada Hills Northridge West Hills WinnetkaTarzana

Acres 17.76 24.02 5.57 15.05 15.95

B B B B+ BOverall Grade

Overall Score 85 87 87 89 86

Children's Play Areas 

Picnic & Sitting Areas

95 95 93 95n.a.

83 80 94 95 93

Outdoor Courts 83 93 90 n.a. n.a.

Athletic Fields 93 88 80 95 83

Landscaping & Natural Areas 

Exercise Areas/Trails

91 93 68 81 78

80 80n.a. n.a. n.a.

Park Center Interiors 98 98 95 95n.a.

Exterior Infrastructures 94 92 89 90 91

Park Cleanliness 77 80 88 89 79

Restrooms 71 83 91 90 86

Drinking Fountains 83 82 98 78 91

Graffiti 85 90 85 95 80
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Neighborhood Service Area:
North Valley/Granada Hills
Council District: 12
Size: 17.8 acres

Granada Hills Park
16730 Chatsworth St., Granada Hills, CA 91344

Overall Grade Features & Facilities: Auditorium, baseball diamond (lighted), baseball diamond (unlighted), 
basketball courts (indoor), basketball courts (lighted/outdoor), children's play area, indoor gym 
(without weights), picnic tables, tennis courts (lighted), classrooms, stage, kitchen, dance room
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https://www.google.com/maps?daddr=16730+Chatsworth+St.,+Granada+Hills,+CA+91344
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https://www.yelp.com/biz/petit-park-los-angeles


Granada Hills Park
16730 Chatsworth St., Granada Hills, CA 91344

ChallengesObservations;? -vfc
ff 'y'1' '

3 ■1 M
. ^’■ ■.< rvj•W Drought Effects

There were several bare spots on the lawn, 
multipurpose field, and picnic areas. 
Basketball Court

The basketball court was not being used; there 
were cars parked on it. The court's benches 
were worn out and had graffiti on them. There 
were cracks throughout the court floor, and 
the painted lines on the court were faded. 
Wear and Tear

The tennis court floors looked worn and had 
some cracks. The courts had leaves and other 
debris present.
Park Cleanliness

There was graffiti observed in the park. Some 
bulk items were in the pool area only, which 
was not being used in Fall 2016.

Facilities
The recreation center includes multiple 
classrooms and a childcare center. Features in 
good condition include:
■ Indoor gym
■ Scoreboard
■ Picnic areas
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Landscaping
There were attractive large trees throughout 
the park.

b

Maintenance
The buildings, including the recreation center, 
looked in good condition. The playground was 
clean, had a variety of structures, and 
equipment was in good repair. There was 
minimal litter throughout the park.

—
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Water Conservation
No areas of standing water were observed 
during the park visit.

■Lb
Restrooms and Water Fountains
All were functional and generally clean.
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Neighborhood Service Area:
North Valley/Northridge
Council District: 12
Size: 24.0 acres

Northridge Park
18300 Lemarsh St., Northridge, CA 91325

Overall Grade Features & Facilities: Multipurpose sports field, barbecue pits, baseball diamond (lighted), basketball 
courts (indoor), basketball courts (lighted/outdoor), children's play area, community room, picnic 
tables, tennis courts (lighted), dodger dream field, kitchen, stage, volleyball courts (lighted/outdoor), 
seasonal pool (outdoor/unheated)
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https://www.google.com/maps?daddr=18300+Lemarsh+St.,+Northridge,+CA+91325
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Northridge Park
18300 Lemarsh St., Northridge, CA 91325

Observations Challenges

Water Conservation
There were no instances of standing water. 
Healthy-appearing trees were present
throughout the park.

Drought Effects
A number of bare spots and dried grass 
patches were observed throughout the park, 
including the multipurpose field, lawn, and 
picnic areas.

. i
!

Facilities
Park features that were in good condition 
included: Wear and Tear

Some of the picnic tables and sitting areas 
scattered throughout the park were old and 
worn-out. Some benches had graffiti and 
chipping paint. The tennis court floors were 
uneven with chipped off areas and dirt deposit 
areas. The outdoor fitness equipment was 
rusting.

Indoor gym 
Basketball court
Baseball field (although unavailable for 
use during visit)
Large picnic area 
Playground

Park Cleanliness
Minimal graffiti and litter were noted. Limited Access to Baseball Field

Although the park's baseball field was in good 
condition, it was unavailable for use.

Restrooms and Water Fountains
The first restroom evaluated did not have hand 
soap and the second restroom had dim stalls 
and toilet paper on the floor.
5 water fountains assessed were functional, 
but had dirt in the drain; one drinking fountain 
was missing a portion of its covering.
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Neighborhood Service Area:
South Valley/Tarzana
Council District: 3
Size: 5.6 acres

Tarzana Park
5655 Vanalden Ave., Tarzana, CA 91356

Overall Grade Features & Facilities: Auditorium, baseball diamond (lighted), baseball diamond (unlighted), 
basketball courts (lighted/outdoor), children's play area, community room, indoor gym (without 
weights), picnic tables, kitchen, multipurpose room, stage
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Tarzana Park
5655 Vanalden Ave., Tarzana, CA 91356

Observations Challenges

Facilities
Park features in good condition included:
■ Indoor gym
■ Picnic tables
■ Seating areas

■ Basketball courts
■ Children's play area

Tarzana Park has two playgrounds for different 
age groups.

Water Conservation
Four sprinklers were running in the field and 
the lawn was muddy and overgrown. A few
stressed trees were noted.

Worn Fitness Equipment and General Wear 
and Tear
The outdoor fitness equipment was older 
and worn. There was worn paint on the 
dugout. The baseball diamonds had weeds.

Fountains and Restrooms
Plenty of clean, usable drinking fountains were 
available. The restrooms were small, but
usable and generally clean.

Park Cleanliness
Park cleanliness was good with no signs of bulk 
items or dangerous litter.
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Neighborhood Service Area: 
South Los Angeles/West Hills 
Council District: 12 
Size: 15.1 acres

West Hills Park
6900 Valley Circle Drive, West Hills, CA 91307

Overall Grade Features & Facilities: Baseball diamonds (unlighted), soccer fields (unlighted)
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West Hills Park
6900 Valley Circle Drive, West Hills, CA 91307

ChallengesObservations

Water Conservation
Overall, landscaping and water were rated 
acceptable.
A small area of standing water and a few small 
patches of muddy lawn were observed.
There were a few bare patches and uneven 
areas in the lawn.

Facilities
West Hills Sports Center features well- 
maintained batting cages and baseball 
diamonds with shaded areas for families to 
watch sports games and have picnics.
Large multipurpose fields are available and 
generally well-maintained.
Exterior infrastructures, including fences, lawn, 
and paint, were in good condition. Drinking Fountain

Only one drinking fountain was observed and it 
was poorly maintained.Park Cleanliness

The park was clean with no evidence of litter 
or graffiti.

Restrooms
Restrooms were generally clean.
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Neighborhood Service Area:
West Valley/Winnetka
Council District: 3
Size: 16.0 acres

Winnetka Park
8401 Winnetka Ave., Winnetka, CA 91306

Overall Grade Features & Facilities: Auditorium, baseball diamond (lighted), children's play area, community room, 
indoor gym (without weights), picnic tables, kitchen, stage
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Winnetka Park
8401 Winnetka Ave., Winnetka, CA 91306

Observations Challenges

Facilities
Park features in good condition included:
■ Picnic areas
■ Seating areas

■ Playground
■ Indoor gym
Exterior infrastructures were rated good for 
fences, lighting, paint, parking lot, and bike 
racks.

Water Conservation
Several patches of mud and standing water 
were noted on a baseball diamond and 
sidewalk. The mud made one diamond
unusable.

>

Drought Effects
The lawn had bare patches, especially in- 
between the recreation center and athletic 
fields.

Several stressed trees with few leaves were
noted.Restrooms and Drinking Fountains

Restrooms and drinking fountains were 
generally clean and functioning.

Park Cleanliness
Broken glass, cigarette butts, and small pieces
of trash were noted throughout the park,
along with graffiti on signs, benches, and
poles.
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Recommendations
Recommendation I-1. RAP should adopt the L.A. Parks Report Cards' approach to identify priorities and monitor progress. RAP should use the L.A. 
Parks Report Cards as baseline data and a model for establishing standards and monitoring progress in all community parks. In addition, RAP should 
adapt the approach to use with its other types of parks. In this way, RAP can systematically focus on addressing parks with the greatest need for 
improvement and allocate resources to specific areas that require attention (e.g., field restrooms). Volume III elaborates on how RAP can expand the 
use of the L.A. Parks Report Cards' approach to other community parks, as well as other types of parks, for identifying priorities, monitoring progress, 
and public accountability.

Recommendation I-2. RAP should focus initially on improving maintenance issues with the lowest grades. RAP should focus on improving the 
maintenance and cleanliness of restroom conditions as the highest priority, starting with the L.A. Parks with the lowest grades for their restrooms. 
RAP needs to develop and implement an operations and staffing plan to keep the restrooms open, clean, stocked, and in good working order. This 
maintenance level will probably require additional resources and personnel to monitor restrooms and clean them more than once per day. Drinking 
fountains should all be in working order. Volume III presents additional recommendations regarding maintenance operations at RAP, including the 
need for a preventive maintenance program.

Recommendation I-3. RAP needs to increase awareness and access to park programs and facilities. L.A. Parks are not used extensively at a time 
when public health and the importance of fitness are paramount in society. Each of the 40 L.A. Parks studied served an average of more than 54,000 
residents in a one-mile radius. In theory, our parks should be offering multiple activity programs all day long to facilitate routine physical activity for 
so many individuals. To offer more programs, it is necessary to:

■ Assign more staff members

■ Keep the park facilities open longer hours, including Saturdays and Sundays

■ Provide more programs and events, particularly at under-used parks and parks in high-density areas

RAP should expand its current outreach via onsite flyers, posters, and banners and use of social media and outreach to the schools, Neighborhood 
Councils, nonprofit organizations, and the public. RAP should target underserved demographics, such as girls, women, and seniors.

Recommendation I-4. L.A. City needs to invest in its parks and RAP needs to make the best use of resources available. Successful urban parks are 
busy, interesting, and safe. Attractive and inviting community parks that are full of activity are true community assets. Parks that market their 
programs and conduct outreach have an even greater influence on park attendance, especially given competition for people's leisure time. The L.A. 
Parks Report Card grades document the need for the City of Los Angeles to increase its investments in community parks.
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Recommendations in Other L.A. Parks' Volumes

This "L.A. Recreation & Parks Condition Survey & Report Card" has two other Volumes that complement this 
Volume I, "L.A. Parks Report Cards.;#

"Volume III: L.A. Parks' Challenges 
and Maintenance Recommendations
expands on the over-riding strategic 
challenges facing RAP and its 
community parks.

It analyzes RAP's maintenance 
operations and presents 
recommendations regarding 
organization, staffing, planning, and 
operational improvements needed.

Volume III's Appendix presents the 
results of a hardcopy and online 
questionnaire (in English and Spanish) 
that was completed by more than 
3,750 stakeholders, including 488 
employees with the City of Los 
Angeles, Department of Recreation & 
Parks (RAP).

"Volume II: L.A. Parks Case Studies 
delves deeper into 15 of the 40 L.A. 
Parks as case studies. These 15 
community parks are analyzed from 
environmental and social 
perspectives, such as tree canopy, 
tree species diversity, access to 
nature, surface coverage (including 
water recharge and harvesting 
potential), park equity, and park 
safety.

//
//
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Volume III: LA. Parks Challenges and 
Maintenance Recommendations
LA. RKft«tm t Park* Condition Survnr A Roport Cord

Volume II: LA. Parks Case Studies

iVolume II's Appendix displays 
interpretative maps, focusing on 
Citywide, Neighborhood, and 
individual L.A. Park characteristics.

KllKll

The grading scores, stakeholder questionnaire data, and other datasets are posted on the City Controller's website at http://www.lacontroller.org/
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Appendix: Grading Methodology
The Appendix summarizes the grading methodology, including sampling approach, features evaluated, grading system, and scoring system for 
each feature evaluated at the 40 L.A. Parks. RAND Corporation, a KH subcontractor, conducted the site visits, observations, and scoring.

Samp I ing Approach Features Evaluated
Maintenance focus. The focus was on maintenance for the report cards. 
In total, 12 features were evaluated for the 40 L.A. Parks visited:
■ Picnic & Sitting Areas
■ Courts
■ Athletic Fields
■ Playgrounds
■ Natural Areas & Landscaping
■ Restrooms
■ Exercise Area & Trails
■ Drinking Fountains
■ Park Center Interiors, including Gyms
■ Exterior Infrastructure
■ Graffiti
■ Park Cleanliness

City Council offices selected 15 out of RAP's 96 community parks for 
evaluation. The remaining 25 community parks followed a standard 
stratified sampling procedure.
■ A City Council District was treated as a single stratum if it had 

fewer than 7 community parks (5 City Council Districts fell into 
this category).

■ City Council Districts with 7 or more community parks were 
divided into two strata by the median park acreage in that City 
Council District. (The remaining 10 City Council Districts fell into 
this category.)

The stratification yielded a total of 25 sampling strata. RAND then 
randomly selected one park from each of the 25 strata.
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Appendix: Grading Methodology
(continued)

Scoring and Evaluation Criteria

Grading system. We set the maximum score for the assessed areas as 
100 and the minimum score as 65, except for areas where we noted 
greater variation, where the minimum score was 60. The ratings were 
designed to mimic a school report card.

Weightings. The weighting scheme was informed by the results of the 
stakeholder questionnaire. Restrooms were their own category 
because stakeholders reported that their conditions were a top 
priority:

Weightings Features
15% Children's Play Areas (8%) and Picnic/Sitting Areas (7%)Grade Score
15% Courts (7.5%) and Athletic Fields (7.5%)

Natural Areas/Landscaping (10%) and Exercise Areas/Trails (5%)15%94-100A
Park Facilities (Park Center Interiors (10%) and Exterior 
Infrastructure (5%)

15%

90-93A-
15% Park Cleanliness

88-89B+ 15% Restroom
5% Drinking Fountains

84-87B 5% Graffiti

80-83B-
When community parks lacked the features we assessed, the features 
were not rated and not included in the averaging of the scores.C+ 78-79

C 74-77
Not applicable. Features with a "n.a." (not available) indicate either:
■ The park did not have the feature
■ The park had the feature, but it was not available to be assessed on 

the days of the site visits
In either situation, the feature was not scored.

C- 70-73

66-69D

< 65F

The target grade is an A. B grades indicate that improvements are needed 
for specific features. A score below 80 (C or D grades) is viewed as 
unacceptable and significant improvements are required. An F was 
awarded for any category receiving the minimum score.
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Appendix: Grading Methodology
(continued)

Scoring Criteria
Outdoor (Hard Surface) Courts. Outdoor Courts were assessed for any 
extensive cracking of asphalt courts, equipment in good repair, 
nets/chains in place on basketball hoops, or tennis court nets not torn.

Athletic Fields. Athletic fields were assessed for standing water on 
grass fields, excessive weed growth and overgrown grass, unevenly 
graded infields, and bare spots (playing fields no more than 30% 
exposed dirt). If present, bleachers, team seats, benches, and other 
seating were assessed to determine if they were in place and in good 
repair (no broken or missing seats) with adequate paint coverage (no 
exposed wood).

Outdoor Courts
Score= Average of up to 7 facilities, each 65-100

(Hard Surface)
Basketball courts ■ No extensive cracking of asphalt courts.

■ Equipment in good repair; ropes/chains in place on 
basketball hoops; tennis nets not torn

■ If present, bleachers, team seats, benches, and 
other seating in place and in good repair (no broken 
or missing seats) with adequate paint coverage (no 
exposed wood evident)

Tennis courts 
Handball courts 
Volleyball courts 
Skate park 
Other Courts (list)

Athletic Fields Score= average of up to 5 facilities, each 65-100
Multi-purpose fields: 
soccer/ football 
Artificial turf soccer 
field
Baseball/softball 
Other (list)

No standing water on grass fields 
No excessive weed growth or overgrown
grass
No unevenly graded infields 
Minimal bare spots due to soil compaction 
and irrigation system functionality (playing 
fields no more than 30% exposed dirt)
If present, bleachers, team seats, benches, 
and other seating in place and in good repair 
(no broken or missing seats) with adequate 
paint coverage (no exposed wood evident)

Pool & Water Features. Pool areas were assessed only if they were 
operational during the visit. We checked on whether the swimming 
pools were clean and clear, as well as the cleanliness of the pool 
center, water, and windows. Only 2 parks (Van Nuys-Sherman Oaks 
and Westwood Parks) had pools that were open during the Saturday 
visit; they were awarded an additional 3 points for the pools being in 
excellent condition. Most of the pools are outdoor and have limited 
operating schedules from July 4th to Labor Day.

Pool & Water Sports (if 
open)

Score= 3 point for excellence

■ Splash pad/water play Swimming pools clean and clear. If indoor pool, 
cleanliness of pool center windowsarea

■ Swimming pool
■ Other (list)
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Appendix: Grading Methodology
(continued)

Children's Play Areas. Play areas were assessed for the equipment 
being in good working order. We checked if swings had chains and that 
there was no chipping paint. The maximum score for a non-universal 
playground was 95. Having a universal playground designed to serve
children who have mobility-related handicaps earned an additional 5 
points.

Landscaping & Water Conservation. Landscaping and Water 
Conservation were assessed by checking the presence of standing 
water on paths, lawns, or fields. We checked that, if present, pavers 
were in place and not deteriorating. We assessed whether there were 
dead trees or empty tree pits, and whether trees were trimmed. We 
assessed the presence of invasive weeds, vines, overgrown shrubbery, 
and overgrown grass (maximum length 4").Playgrounds Score= average of up to 2 facilities, each 65-100, 

plus 5 points if play structure includes universal 
playground to serve disabled youth

Landscaping & 
Water

Other (list) Score= average of up to 3 facilities, each 
65-100

■ Playground (95 points 
max)

■ Other (list)
■ Universal playground

(5 additional points)

■ Exercise & play equipment in good repair
■ Playground equipment working; swings have 

chains

■ No standing water on paths, lawns, or fields
■ If present, pavers are in place and not deteriorating
■ No dead or diseased trees; no empty tree pits. 

Trees trimmed.
■ No invasive weeds, vines, or overgrown shrubbery
■ No high grass (maximum length 4")

■ Water 
Conservation

■ Trees
■ Lawns■ No chipping paint

Natural Areas. For natural areas, we assessed whether there was 
significant trash or debris on trails or natural areas, signs of illegal 
dumping or illicit activity, or litter along the edges of water bodies.

Exercise Areas & Trails. Exercise areas and trails were assessed for the
presence and amount of debris on trails or walkways; the condition of 
exercise equipment and walking paths; and the presence of potential 
tripping hazards or defects in the surface (e.g., cracks, exposed tree
roots, etc.).

Natural Areas Score= average of up to 3 facilities, each 65-100
■ Nature Areas for

Walking,
Birdwatching

■ Lakes or ponds
■ Other (list)

■ Amount of trash or debris on trails or natural
areas

■ Presence of illegal dumping or illicit activity
■ Presence of litter along the edges of water

bodies

Exercise Areas & Trails Score= average of up to 4 facilities, each 65-100
■ Outdoor fitness

stations
■ Walking loop/fitness 

trails
■ Other (list)

■ Amount of debris on trails or walkways
■ Condition of exercise equipment
■ Condition of walking paths (e.g., paved or 

graded; no ruts or potholes)
■ Condition of asphalt (e.g., cracks, exposed 

tree roots, etc.)
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Appendix: Grading Methodology
(continued)

Park Center Interiors. Building interiors were assessed for usability and 
cleanliness.

Exterior Infrastructures. Building exteriors were assessed for peeling 
paint and flaking plaster. We looked to see if doors were securely 
mounted without rust or rot and for visibly broken or dislocated 
roofing materials. Lighting was assessed for any visibly broken lamps or 
fixtures and for adequacy of coverage. Fences were assessed for tears 
or gaps. We checked if gates were in place and operable.
We looked at parking lots, examining whether there was broken 
pavement or potholes and whether striping was clear and parking lots 
had lighting fixtures present.

Park Centers' Interiors Score= average of up to 7 facilities, 
each 65-100

■ Indoor gym in Rec Center
■ Recreation/community center: 

meeting rooms or classrooms
■ Senior center
■ Child care center
■ Computer lab
■ Other (list)

■ Windows clean
■ Floors clean
■ Functional equipment
■ Area is usable

Other Exterior 
Infrastructures

Score= average of up to 8 facilities, each 65-100

Picnic & Sitting Areas. We assessed: bare spots in lawns, excessive 
weed growth, or overgrown grass. If present, we assessed the 
condition of picnic tables, benches, and seating (no broken or missing 
seats) with adequate paint coverage (no exposed wood).

No tears or gaps; fence lines in good condition
Gates in place and operable
Complete coverage
No visibly broken lamps or fixtures
No peeling paint or flaking plaster
Doors securely mounted without rust or rot
No visibly broken or dislocated roofing materials
No broken pavement or potholes
Striping clear
Parking lots well-lighted
Bike racks available
No signs of dog feces

■ Fences
■ Lighting systems
■ Paint, roofs, doors
■ Parking lots
■ Bike racks
■ Dog park (if 

available)
■ Other (list)

Score= average of up to 3 facilities, 
each 65-100

Picnic & Sitting Areas

Rating criteria for each row
■ Bare spots in lawn
■ Excessive weed growth or 

overgrown grass
■ If present, condition of picnic 

tables, benches, and seating in 
place and good repair

■ Picnic areas
■ Sitting areas
■ Other (list)
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Appendix: Grading Methodology
(continued)

Park Cleanliness. For Park Cleanliness, we assessed the presence of 
litter, graffiti, or bulk items (e.g., tents, shopping carts, and non-park 
furniture); signs of dangerous litter, public urination; signs of 
vermin/rats and other pests; and dog feces. Scores ranged from 60-

Restrooms. Because respondents to KH's stakeholder questionnaire 
considered restrooms as one of the most important park features, we 
elected to grade these facilities separately. We assessed cleanliness, 
availability of toilet paper and handwashing supplies, and usability for 
mobility impaired individuals.
Although the sum of the scores was a maximum of 100 and a minimum 
of 0, we established 65 as the minimum score, which was 
unacceptable and given an F grade.
Restrooms, which were not accessible and should have been, received 
an automatic minimum score and an F grade.
At L.A. Parks with two or more restrooms, the restroom with the 
lowest grade was reported.

90.

Park Cleanliness Points
How much of the following did you see in the park:

Litter (including BBQ pits)? -5
Graffiti? -4
Tents or bulk items for make-shift housing? -16
Dog feces? -1
Signs of needles, razors, or other dangerous litter items? -1
Signs of public urination? -2

Signs of vermin/rats and other pests? -1
Maximum

Points
Restrooms

Graffiti. We assessed the presence of graffiti and graded it according 
to whether there was none, isolated, rare instances, graffiti in a few 
locations, or in many locations and highly salient.

Restrooms clearly signed, including pathfinder signs 10
Restrooms available for use (not locked) 10
No broken or non-working fixtures 10
Well lighted 10
Reasonably clean; no objectionable odor; no standing water 30

Drinking Fountains. Drinking fountains are considered an important 
park amenity and were separated from other maintenance categories. 
We assessed up to 5 drinking fountains per community park. The 
minimum score per drinking fountain was 65. If a drinking fountain was 
not in working order, the minimum score was applied. The overall 
score is the average of the scores of up to 5 drinking fountains.

Have toilet paper 20
Working soap dispensers; paper supplies or working hand dryers 20
Stall doors properly shut and latch 10
Restrooms not used for storage area 10
Handicap accessible bathroom stalls usable 10
Note: The total maximum points were 140, which we converted into a 100- 
point scale by dividing the total points by 1.4.

Drinking Fountains Points
In working order with good drainage, no debris Maximum Points 100 

Minimum Points 65
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Volume II - L.A. Parks Case Studies

INTRODUCTION

The 40 L.A. Parks Report Cards in Volume I present a quantitative assessment of the parks' 
conditions, related to mainly cleanliness and maintenance. Volume II analyzes 15 of the 40 
community parks that were part of the L.A. Parks Report Cards as case studies, investigating 
their Environmental and Social (E&S) qualities as indicators for the City as a whole. Each City 
Council District identified a community park for this analysis.

L.A. Parks Case Studies
1 MacArthur Park
2 Valley Plaza Park
3 Winnetka Park
4 Pan Pacific Park
5 Westwood Park
6 Sun Valley Park
7 David M. Gonzales Park
8 Algin Sutton Park
9 South Park

10 Jim Gilliam Park
11 Culver Slauson Park
12 Granada Hills Park (aka Petit Park)
13 Shatto Park
14 Hollenbeck Park
15 Wilmington Park

KH Consulting Group (KH) retained the Office of the Designed Landscape (OotDL), to: a) 
conduct site visits, b) use environmental quality analysis tools and Geographic Information 
System (GIS) data, c) prepare interpretative maps, and d) analyze the park sites and their 
surrounding neighborhoods. These interpretative maps visually illustrate the success and 
challenges of the park sites in fulfilling the roles of urban parks in providing safe, healthy 
places for:

Community activities, including recreation

Mitigating the environmental impacts of climate change and drought in their 
neighborhoods and as a collective system for the City

■

■
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The 15 L.A. Parks Case Studies provide a qualitative view of the role of urban parks, beyond 
their typical function for various types of physical recreation. The Case Studies explore 
deficiencies built into the park system over time. For example:

MacArthur Park illustrates a once beautiful and environmentally valuable park that 
has deteriorated over time under intensive use in a low income and high crime area. 
MacArthur and Hollenbeck have lower park cleanliness and maintenance scores on 
the L.A. Parks Report Cards in Volume I. They may not have as many active 
recreation areas, but they provide such recreation in other forms: walking, jogging, 
and potentially boating.

■ Culver Slauson is a well-kept park with programmed activities, but the park can be 
difficult to visit and to find quiet since its located close to the 405 Freeway, a 
potential source of air pollution. Solitude and places for quiet reflection are 
important and valuable qualities in parks. Parks adjacent to polluting freeways can 
pose problems to individuals pursuing active recreation.

■

ENVIRONMENTAL & SOCIAL (E&S) FACTORS

The 15 L. A. Parks Case Studies focus on the City's community parks from E&S benefit 
perspectives. These E&S factors are consistent with the Strategic Plan, created by the City of 
Los Angeles Department of Recreation & Parks (RAP). RAP's Priority Goal 6 states, "Ensure 
Environmentally Sustainable Park System" for present and future generations of Angelenos.

The 2015 City of Los Angeles' General Plan Health and Wellness element calls for equitable 
access for parks throughout the City. The Open Space section states that to achieve a 
healthier city, "Parks can help increase physical activity in communities, can reduce the 
effects of climate change, help catalyze economic development, and improve public safety."

Volume II presents recommendations to help abate identified E&S challenges. The E&S 
factors include areas under RAP's control and areas that require commitment of the City of 
Los Angeles and Angelenos to address.

Opportunities for Improvement 
under RAP's Control

Opportunities for Improvement Requiring 
L.A. City Commitment and Collaboration

Park equity
Neighborhood surface coverage, 
including water recharge and 
harvesting potential 
Park safety

■ Tree canopy coverage 
Access to nature

■ Surface coverage in parks 
Biodiversity in parks

■
■ ■

■
■
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR IMPROVEMENT UNDER RAP'S CONTROL

Tree Canopy

RAP may lose as many as 30% of its trees, which are vital resources for abating rising 
temperatures.

The City's temperature is expected to rise due to climate change; an increase in the tree 
canopy can mitigate the heat island effect and provide valuable shade. Shade can also help 
reduce the need for air conditioning, energy use, and greenhouse gas emissions. A 2014 U.S. 
Environmental Protection Administration (EPA) study found that tree groves can reduce 
temperatures by 9o F compared to open areas.2

RAP's trees have suffered from the drought and pest infestation. RAP estimates it may lose 
as many as 100,000 trees (30% of its trees)3 in the next 3 to 5 years. The City as a whole 
stands to lose as many as 1 million trees. Trees affected by the Shot Hole Borer include 
some of the most frequently planted native species in the region. Other concerns include 
the deadly fungus that is lethal to Ficus trees, one of the most widely planted trees in the 
City. This deadly threat has already affected up to one- quarter of the Ficus trees in Los 
Angeles County.

The team estimated the percentage that each of the 15 L.A. Parks are covered by a tree 
canopy.

E&S Benefits Assessment - Tree Canopy
Greater Tree Canopy Coverage Lesser Tree Canopy Coverage

Trees cover 41%-50% of the park Trees cover 21%-30% of the park
Hollenbeck Park 
MacArthur Park 
Valley Plaza Park

Algin Sutton Park 
Pan Pacific Park 
Shatto Park 
South Park 
Winnetka Park

Trees cover 31%-40% of the park Trees cover 0%-20% of the park
Westwood Park 
Culver Slauson Park 
Jim Gilliam Park 
Sun Valley Park

David M. Gonzales Park 
Granada Hills Park 
Wilmington Park

The historic parks - Hollenbeck Park and MacArthur Park - outperform the other parks in 
the Case Studies. They were designed and built during the City Beautiful Movement of the

2 https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2014-06/documents/treesandvegcompendium.pdf, accessed 
February 10, 2017.
3 RAP has completed an inventory of 17% of its park trees; it has established a target to complete the tree 
inventory by 2021.
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late 19th century and early 20th century when botanical collections and strolling parks were 
popular. Although South Park, which was also developed in the late 19th century to attract 
home buyers to what was then a suburban neighborhood, has less area covered by a tree 
canopy, it has some of the best individual specimens of mature trees studied. Only one park 
in the San Fernando Valley had more area covered by tree canopy - Valley Plaza Park. Valley 
Plaza Park has substantial areas along the 170 Hollywood Freeway; portions of the park are 
too narrow for sports fields, but have provided ample space for tree plantings.

The Case Studies found that tree canopy coverage does not have a direct correlation with 
income levels in the City. In a number of neighborhoods, areas of higher income had less 
park tree canopy coverage than neighborhoods with the highest levels of poverty. This 
difference may be the result of financial support for sports fields and leagues that resulted 
in playing field construction that minimized the ability to plant trees. It may also be due to 
changes in park priorities over time. In the early 1900s, parks were designed as community 
social and civic spaces. In contrast, the parks constructed as the City grew after World War II 
were developed with higher priorities for the efficient layout of playing fields, gyms, and 
courts.

Recommendation II-1. RAP should maximize the tree canopy in all parks, given the 
environmental and health benefits of trees.

RAP should design its parks to maximize the tree canopy to reap the following benefits:

Public health and provision of shade. Trees serve a critical public health role by 
providing micro-climates where residents can escape peak heat conditions.

Air quality and absorption of pollutants. Trees improve air quality and contribute to 
counteracting the greenhouse effect by absorbing pollutants (e.g., carbon dioxide), 
intercepting harmful particulates, and storing carbon that causes diseases and other 
health issues.

■

■

Abatement of rising temperatures. Trees help abate hotter temperatures and 
reduce the heat island effect in urban areas. Trees can also help reduce park interior 
and exterior temperatures significantly.

Storm water management. Trees assist with storm water management by 
intercepting and holding rainfall, and absorbing significant quantities of water in 
their root zones.

Parks provide ideal conditions for planting tree groves with substantial benefits. Their public 
health value should be respected when tree species are selected and maintenance costs are 
considered. Active recreation fields and play areas should be designed to incorporate trees.

■

■
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TREE CANOPY as ,v
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IThe City's temperature is expected to rise due 
to climate change. An increase in the tree 
canopy can mitigate the heat island effect 
and provide valuable shade. Shade can also 
help reduce the need for air conditioning, 
energy use, and greenhouse gas emissions. 
A 2014 U.S. Environmental Protection 
Administration (EPA) study found that tree 
groves can reduce temperatures by 9 degrees 
Fahrenheit compared to open areas (https:// 
www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2014-06/ 
documents/treesandvegcompendium.pdf, 
accessed February 10, 2017). Parks can play 
a critical public health role by providing 
micro-climates where residents can escape 
peak heat conditions. Trees also improve air 
quality and contribute to counteracting the 
greenhouse effect by absorbing pollutants, 
intercepting harmful particulates, and storing 
carbon. Trees play an important role in storm 
water management by intercepting rainfall 
and absorbing water in their root zones. Parks 
provide ideal conditions for the planting of 
large tree groves with substantial benefits.Their 
public health value should be respected when 
tree species are selected and maintenance 
costs are considered.
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Access to Nature

Newer community parks lack bio-diversity, wildlife habitat, and nature assets in comparison 
to older community parks.

The 15 L.A. Parks Case Studies taken as a whole include a wide range of plant species, 
providing valuable tree diversity. Historic MacArthur Park, South Park, and Hollenbeck Parks 
have the greatest diversity of species with their rich landscapes. These parks were initially 
developed when Victorian botanical collections were popular. The beauty and diversity of 
these parks provided entertainment and their collections were horticultural and scientific 
resources for a growing city.

The more contemporary and utilitarian parks in this study were developed in the second 
half of the 20th century when land use efficiency and standardized recreational park design 
standards were adopted. As a result, they have significantly fewer species. This choice has 
led to a decrease in their habitat value. Since the 1950s, there has been a focus on 
recreation and services in community parks, resulting in predictable, standardized "cookie 
cutter" elements. Such community parks are inherently less attractive than parks with a 
wide range of landscapes and features that change with the seasons and as they mature.

Contact with nature has been documented to improve human well-being, improve learning 
outcomes, and encourage people to spend more time outdoors, thereby improving public 
health. Lack of access and the predictable outdoor environments of standardized 
community parks have created a nature deficit in children. Howard Frumkin, the director of 
the National Center for Environmental Health at the Centers for Disease Control (CDC), 
described natural landscapes as "preventive medicine.

Assessment of "Access to Nature" is based on tree species diversity in each park. The two 
Victorian era parks - Hollenbeck and MacArthur Parks - outperform the other community 
parks on this E&S factor. Westwood and Winnetka Parks are primarily devoted to recreation 
with soccer fields, tennis courts, basketball courts, playgrounds, and other open-air spaces 
and, thus, have limited access to nature. Although Westwood Park has many trees, they are 
limited to a low number of species, reducing the tree diversity index of this park and limiting 
the value of the vegetation for habitat or nature education.

„4

4 http://richardlouv.com/books/last-child/children-nature-movement/ accessed March 13, 2017
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E&S Benefits Assessment - Access to Nature: Tree Species Diversity
Lesser Tree DiversityGreater Tree Diversity

Access to 51-60 tree species Access to 31-40 tree species
Hollenbeck Park 
MacArthur Park

Jim Gilliam Park 
Algin Sutton Park 
Pan Pacific Park 
Wilmington Park

Access to 51-60 tree species
Valley Plaza Park

Access to 41-50 tree species Access to 21-30 tree species
Culver Slauson Park 
Sun Valley Park 
Shatto Park 
South Park
David M. Gonzales Park 
Granada Hills Park

Westwood Park 
Winnetka Park

Recommendation II-2. RAP should establish and implement plans for greater tree diversity 
in the community parks.

RAP should have a long-term urban forestry strategy to:

Increase the bio- and tree-diversity of the urban forest and its value in community 
parks

Develop a recovery plan for anticipated tree loss from current pests and diseases

RAP should continue to partner with local universities and others conducting research on 
urban forestry for the next century.

More landscape and species diversity provides profound resources for nature and education 
in the City's community parks. Urban forest diversity also manages risk against pests and 
diseases that can decimate a particular tree species. The recent drought has caused the loss 
of trees that require more water, and has supported insects and diseases that have a long
term negative impact on the urban forest. An increase in tree diversity would enrich habitat, 
and help to ensure the long-term health of the City's urban forest.

RAP needs adequate resources allocated in its budget to:

Maintain an accurate inventory of the trees on their property, including the 
conditions of the trees

■

■

■

Plan for maintenance, protection, and replacement of trees, irrigation systems, and 
other vegetation as necessary to maintain the value of trees in the parks

Design more diverse community parks to underscore the unique qualities of the 
geography, socio-cultural history, and physical conditions of each park and, thus, 
more diverse landscapes

■

■
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Increase park space devoted to natural areas to provide more learning settings

More diverse civic landscapes can be created in existing community parks and are 
compatible with existing recreational uses. They are excellent companion settings for 
walking, jogging, and bicycling trails, which are some of the features of highest demand 
among stakeholders on the KH questionnaire (summarized in Volume III's Appendix) across 
the City.

Examples of best design practices of 21st -century community parks are displayed next, 
followed by interpretative maps displaying tree diversity for the 15 Case Studies.

■

Hunter's Point South Park, New York, NY
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Nelson Mandela Park, Amsterdam, Netherlands
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Christie Pits Park, Toronto, Canada
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ACCESS TO NATURE

\%
The 15 case study parks taken as a whole 
include a wide range of tree species, providing 
valuable bio-diversity and urban forest quality. 
The late-19th century, historic MacArthur and 
Hollenbeck Parks have the greatest number 
of tree species within varied landscape 
compositions. They were initially developed 
when Victorian botanical collections were 
the popular park style and people visited 
parks for relaxation and entertainment. 
More contemporary and utilitarian parks 
designed and built after WWII when Los 
Angeles grew quickly, have significantly 
fewer species decreasing their habitat value, 
urban forest quality and general interest.

1 a■
02_ David M. Gonzales Park 03_Winnetka Park01_Granada Hills Park 

34 tree species

04_Sun Valley Park 

28 tree species

05_Valley Plaza Park 

39 tree species35 tree species 19 tree species

§
More diversity provides profound resources 
for natural science and STEM education in 
Los Angeles City parks. Urban forest diversity 
is also an insurance policy against pests 
and diseases that can decimate a particular 
species. The recent drought has caused the 
loss of trees that require more water and has 
supported insects and diseases that have 
long-term impacts on the urban forest. An 
increase in tree diversity in all parks would 
enrich habitat and biodiversity, and help 
to ensure the long-term health of the City's 
urban forest equitably throughout the City.

\
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54 tree species

08_Pan Pacific Park 

21 tree species

09_Westwood Park 

15 tree species20 tree species
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11_Jim Gilliam Park 12_Algin Sutton Park 

26 tree species

13_South Park 14_Wilmington Park 

20 tree species

15_Hollenbeck Park 

56 tree species

10_Culver-Slauson Park 

28 tree species 20 tree species 29 tree species

80PREDOMINANT 
TREE SPECIES
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parks
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Surface Coverage

L.A. Parks have many surfaces that raise ambient temperatures and handicap the parklands' 
benefits for efficient watershed management.

Comparisons of surface materials in the L.A. Parks Case Studies provide a snapshot of water 
needs, permeability, and vegetation cover.

Most of the parks have a relatively high percentage of areas dedicated to active playing 
fields to fulfill their role in supplying venues for organized sports. A natural turf surface 
translates to high water and maintenance costs compared to areas with more tree canopy.
If the field surface is synthetic turf, it generates heat, which raises ambient temperatures, 
generates run off when built with impermeable materials, and has a high periodic 
replacement cost.

The percentages in the table reflect how much of the park land is permeable (grass or 
permeable ground) versus hard surfaces (e.g., parking lots, courts, or structures).
Hollenbeck Park, Valley Plaza Park, and Winnetka Park have the most permeable surfaces.
In contrast, the Wilmington Park has the least. Westwood, Sun Valley, Algin Sutton, 
MacArthur, and Valley Plaza Parks have synthetic turf fields that were built as impermeable 
surfaces.

E&S Benefits Assessment - Permeable Surface Coverage
Lesser Permeable Surface CoverageGreater Permeable Surface Coverage

85%-100% 65% - 74%
Hollenbeck Park 
Valley Plaza Park 
Winnetka Park

Culver Slauson Park 
Shatto Park 
Algin Sutton Park 
Pan Pacific Park 
Westwood Park

75% - 84% 55% - 64%
MacArthur Park 
Sun Valley Park 
South Park
David M. Gonzales Park 
Granada Hills Park 
Jim Gilliam Park

Wilmington Park

Recommendation II-3. RAP should develop a short- and long-range plan to re-design L.A. 
Parks' surfaces so they are more permeable and can provide storm water retention and 
filtration.

Parks should provide green space, vegetation, permeability, and a respite from the built 
environment. L.A. Parks' surfaces can be developed to be multi-functional and provide 
storm water retention and filtration. With proper multi-benefit design, surfaces needed for 
access and circulation can be used to provide storm water retention and filtration. Paved
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areas of roads, parking lots, and courts in the parks contribute to the heat island effect and 
storm water run-off. Therefore, excessive paved areas should be reduced. They should be 
constructed with materials that will encourage storm water retention, filtration, and ground 
water replenishment.

Unavoidable paved areas should be shaded with trees to reduce their contributions to 
urban heat islands. Synthetic turf fields should incorporate storm water retention and 
filtration in their sub surface materials.
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SURFACE COVERAGE

Comparisons of surface materials in the case 
study parks provides a quick snapshot of water 
needs, permeability, and urban forest cover.

Most of the parks have a relatively high 
percentage of their area dedicated to active 
play fields to fulfill their role in supplying venues 
for organized sports. A natural turf surface 
translates to high water and maintenance costs 
compared to areas with more tree canopy. If 
the field surface is synthetic turf, it generates 
heat, raising ambient temperatures. Synthetic 
turf fields also generate more run off than 
natural turf fields when they are constructed 
with impermeable liners. These fields have a 
high periodic replacement cost. With proper 
multi-benefit design, these surfaces can be 
used to provide storm water retention and 
filtration. Paved areas of roads, parking lots, 
and courts in the parks also contribute to heat 
island effect and storm water run-off. Excessive 
and redundant paved areas should be reduced.
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR IMPROVEMENT REQUIRING L.A. CITY COMMITMENT 

Parkshed and Park Equity

L.A. Parks have a lower ratio of park acres per 1,000 persons than may be optimal.

The City of Los Angeles is ranked 65th out of 100 U.S. cities in terms of overall park 
accessibility per person.5 Of the 15 L.A. Parks and their surrounding neighborhoods, all of 
them provide fewer acres per person than the target average for Los Angeles County as a 
whole (3.3 acres per 1,000 persons).6 Supplying safe and accessible parks and open space is 
a goal of the 2015 General Plan Health and Wellness element for the City of Los Angeles.

Note: Parksheds are determined as a park pressure metric defined in the May 2016 "Los 
Angeles Countywide Comprehensive Parks and Recreation Assessment." The term 
"park pressure" relates to park size in relation to population density. It defines a 
parkshed as a polygon, containing all the households that are closest to a given park, 
calculating the number of people most likely to visit that park as their most 
accessible asset.7

Some neighborhoods, even with the presence of other RAP facilities or other public parks in 
the neighborhood, do not have the minimum supply of parklands recommended by the Los 
Angeles County plan. In parks that appear to be adjacent to polygons that provide the 
County average, many of these areas are either industrial land at the Port, freeway space, 
or large parks with no residents. Even when a minimally supplied neighborhood is 
geographically close to a large park, there may be no access to the property or it may be 
restricted, effectively excluding these areas from use by the neighborhood and reducing 
their value as a nearby resource.

The metric "park pressure" was used to assess Park Equity. The communities surrounding 
the 15 L.A. Parks Case Studies had at most 2.0 acres of parklands in their communities; 11 of 
the 15 communities had 0.5 acres or less per 1,000 residents:

5The Trust for Public Land (TPL) carried out a study of the nation's 100 largest cities to determine a "ParkScore 
2016," based on acreage, facilities, investment, and access. http://parkscore.tpl.org/rankings.php, accessed 
February 10, 2017.
6http://lacountyparkneeds.org/final-report/. accessed February 10, 2017. 

The population data in this study were taken from the 2010 U.S. Census.7

L.A. Parks Volume II, Page 19 KH
CONSULTING OotDL
GROUP
MANAGEMENT
CONSULTANTS

http://parkscore.tpl.org/rankings.php
http://lacountyparkneeds.org/final-report/


E&S Benefits Assessment - Parkshed
Communities with parklands of less than .5 
_______ acres per 1,000 residents_______

Communities with parklands between .5 and 
______ 2.0 acres per 1,000 residents______
David Gonzales M. Park Algin Sutton Park 

Culver Slauson ParkGranada Hills Park 
Hollenbeck Park 
Westwood Park

Jim Gilliam Park 
MacArthur Park 
Pan Pacific Park 
Shatto Park 
South Park 
Sun Valley Park 
Valley Plaza Park 
Wilmington Park 
Winnetka Park

Recommendation II-4. RAP should make the best use of available community parks and 
pursue available opportunities to take advantage of open spaces that are not designated 
parklands.

The passage of the Proposition K bond measure in 1996 created a citywide assessment 
district, which generates millions each year in funds for the acquisition, improvement, 
construction, and maintenance of City parks, recreation facilities, and other projects until 
the year 2026. Funds are collected through an annual real property tax assessment; the 
total amount over the life of the measure is estimated to approach $300 million.

The primary purpose of Proposition K is to combat the inadequacies and decay of the City's 
youth infrastructure, which has resulted in serious unmet needs for park, recreation, 
childcare, and community facilities; the City has identified 183 specified projects for these 
funds.

RAP should continue to use Proposition K funds and other resources to acquire and improve 
land for parks. Additional joint use agreements with LAUSD schools could add significantly 
more recreation resources.

A citywide physical park master plan would help to identify the long-range use of these 
funds. Park master planning should address:

Equity issues
Park value as healthy infrastructure
Strategies to expand the use of parks by all ages and genders 
Park value as habitat and nature in the City

RAP has experience with cost-efficient ways to add park land and recreation facilities. 
Acquisition of more park land will also result in additional capital, operations, and 
maintenance costs, which require additional funds.

■
■
■
■
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PARK EQUITY

Of the 15 parks and their surrounding 
neighborhoods studied in depth, all of them 
effectively provide fewer acres per person 
than the average for Los Angeles County 
as a whole (3.3 acres per 1,000 persons) 
(http://lacountyparkneeds.org/final-report/, 
accessed February 10, 2017). Parksheds 
are determined as a park pressure metric 
defined in the May 2016 "Los Angeles 
Countywide Comprehensive Parks and 
Recreation Assessment." The term "Park 
Pressure" relates to park size in relation to 
population density. It defines a parkshed as a 
polygon, containing all the households that 
are closest to a given park. The population 
data in this study were taken from the 2010 
U.S. Census.

In some neighborhoods even the presence of 
other RAP facilities within the neighborhood 
do not provide more than a minimum supply of 
parklands. In parks that appear to be adjacent 
to polygons that provide the County average, 
those adjacent areas are ether industrial lands, 
freeway space, or large parks that have no 
residents. Even when a minimally supplied 
neighborhood is geographically close to a 
large park, there may be no direct access to the 
park from adjacent neighborhoods, or it may 
be restricted, effectively excluding these areas 
from use by the neighborhood and reducing 
their value as a nearby resource.

( □

01_Granada Hills Park 
17.76 acres
parkshed = 0.69 acres / 1,000 persons 
15.76% poverty (2010) in 5-mi. radius

Parkshed Per Capita 

(Acres per 1,000 people)

N«w York

12.568City Pa* Act«og« 38.072 39.615 1.447 10.830
100 213 217 296 143

Park land at ft of tolai Crty ■ 1360ft 21.10ft 9.20ft 6.30ft 13.10*

45ft 3ft 8ft 21ft 7ft

$79.56 $184 84 $171.79 $87.79 $65.13

D

11_Jim Gilliam Park 

16.46 acres
parkshed = 0.21 acres / 1,000 persons 

25.24% poverty (2010) in 5-mi. radius

10_Culver-Slauson Park 
17.63 acres
parkshed = 0.22 acres / 1,000 persons 
16.45% poverty (2010) in 5-mi. radius

m
*

02_ David M. Gonzales Park 

6.8 acres
parkshed = 0.79 acres / 1,000 persons 
19.04% poverty (2010) in 5-mi. radius

03_Winnetka Park 

15.95 acres
parkshed = 0.32 acres / 1,000 persons 
10.44% poverty (2010) in 5-mi. radius

04_Sun Valley Park 
17.25 acres
parkshed = 0.19 acres / 1,000 persons 
17.97% poverty (2010) in 5-mi. radius

05_Valley Plaza Park 
77.64 acres (entire park) 
parkshed = 0.13 acres / 1,000 persons 
17.13% poverty (2010) in 5-mi. radius

<4^
r

07_Shatto Park 

5.45 acres
parkshed = 0.14 acres / 1,000 persons 

29.78% poverty (2010) in 5-mi. radius

06_MacArthur Park 
29.87 acres
parkshed = 0.20 acres / 1,000 persons 

30.54% poverty (2010) in 5-mi. radius

08_Pan Pacific Park 

32.18 acres
parkshed = 0.18 acres / 1,000 persons 

24.38% poverty (2010) in 5-mi. radius

09_Westwood Park 
26.7 acres
parkshed = 0.69 acres / 1,000 persons 
13.46% poverty (2010) in 5-mi.

5?

12_Algin Sutton Park 

16.46 acres
parkshed = 0.19 acres / 1,000 persons 

29.09% poverty (2010) in 5-mi. radius

13_South Park 

18.25 acres
parkshed = 0.28 acres / 1,000 persons 

33.20% poverty (2010) in 5-mi. radius

14_Wilmington Park 

7.31 acres
parkshed = 0.32 acres / 1,000 persons 

19.48% poverty (2010) in 5-mi. radius

15_Hollenbeck Park 

18.3 acres
parkshed = 0.88 acres / 1,000 persons 

31.50% poverty (2010)

□□
□□

□

http://lacountyparkneeds.org/final-report/


Water Recharge and Harvesting Potential

The City of Los Angeles does not take full advantage of opportunities to infiltrate storm 
water from the community parks' surrounding neighborhoods.

The 15 L.A. Parks studied have the capacity to receive, treat, and possibly infiltrate storm 
water from the surrounding neighborhoods to recharge potential local water resources. 
Such recharging is particularly critical in times of drought to build local water resource 
capacity and for maintaining the parks' natural and recreational resources. Although the 
City's Proposition O program constructed water resource infrastructure in some parks, 
there is no program to evaluate and implement water quality and recharge projects in the 
RAP system as a whole.

Recommendation II-5. Where feasible, the City of Los Angeles should infiltrate storm 
water from the community parks' surrounding neighborhoods to increase groundwater 
recharge.

The City of Los Angeles and RAP should develop an ongoing program with other City 
agencies that would fund park open space improvement projects for groundwater recharge 
opportunities. These projects should be performed as comprehensive park improvement 
projects to benefit from the efficiencies of larger project funding, financing, and 
coordination.

A network of green streets, bio-swales, permeable pavements, multi-benefit park 
improvements, and increased vegetation can help the City to become more water 
independent. These improvements can also help to solve water quality issues currently 
being funded and addressed through traditional resource-intensive and expensive 
engineering methods. Within parks, storm water filtration and ground water recharge 
improvements could include:

■ Synthetic turf field base materials for water filtration and storage
■ Bio-swales
■ Permeable parking areas
■ Infiltration galleries
■ Constructed wetlands
■ Increased vegetation
■ Other facilities and developing technologies

Added benefits of these improvements will be: improved water conservation, lower cost 
green infrastructure, increased habitat diversity, natural vegetation, and unique park 
character.

RAP and other City departments can do more to harvest and recharge water that can be 
used for the L.A. Parks. Run-off from private properties drains into municipal storm water 
systems and ultimately into the ocean. Large paved surfaces in nearby parking lots, at 
schools, and in commercial complexes can contribute to park water supply. Rain water 
capture and re-use on private properties where ground water recharge is not feasible can
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be a significant cost that could be reduced by transferring that infrastructure to nearby park 
sites.

What is currently classified as a nuisance or threat in rain events can be re-conceptualized 
as a resource for community facilities that also reduces flood potential and improves water 
quality. Filtration provided in bio-swales and park areas can assist in cleaning the water to 
meet the standards required by federal storm water quality permits.

RAP should partner with City of Los Angeles Department of Water & Power (LADWP) and 
Department of Public Works' Bureau of Sanitation to launch an aggressive watershed 
management program in the parks and surrounding areas with potential funding based 
on storm water run-off generation. Such watershed management initiatives should build 
on best practices which have proven effective elsewhere.

In more urbanized areas, run-off from the roofs of higher-density housing or industrial and 
commercial uses can contribute water to the parks. Other U.S. cities, such as Philadelphia 
(PA), Fort Worth (TX), and Champaign (IL), are part of a growing movement to recoup storm 
water capital and maintenance management costs from property owners. In other cities, 
property owners are given incentives to capture water run-off. The City of Philadelphia's 
Department of Water has a program to strengthen and preserve its green storm water 
infrastructure, which entails a range of soil-water-plant systems that: "...intercept storm 
water, infiltrate a portion of it into the ground, evaporate a portion of it into the air, and in 
some cases release a portion of it slowly back into the (combined) sewer system."9 The 
Philadelphia Water Department applies a Storm Water Management Service Charge 
(SWMSC), based on a property's gross area and impervious area coverage. Credits are 
available for owners who provide tree canopy or permeable pavements, and for community 
uses, such as community gardens.

The next interpretive maps illustrate areas surrounding the 15 Case Studies where better 
funding or incentives and coordinated watershed efforts could filter and infiltrate run-off 
and, thereby help the parklands.

8

10

8 The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) outlined storm water quality permit requirements in its 
NPDES, the Storm Water Final MS4 General Permit Remand Rule. Source: Federal Register, Vol. 81, No. 237, 
39320, 40 CFR Par 122, December 9, 2016 https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-12-09/pdf/2016- 
28426.pdf.
9 http://www.phillywatersheds.org/what were doing/green infrastructure 

http://champaignil.gov/departments/public-works/residents/stormwater-management/stormwater-utility- 
fee/; and http://www.phila.gov/water/wu/stormwater/Pages/NonResidentialStormwaterBilling.aspx, 
accessed February 10, 2017.

10
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NEIGHBORHOOD 
SCALE WATER 
RECHARGE 
POTENTIAL
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iA. jAll of the parks in this study have the capacity 
to receive, treat, and possibly infiltrate storm 
water from the surrounding neighborhood 
to recharge potential local water resources, 
which in times of drought are critical to 
maintaining parks' natural and recreational 
resources. A network of green streets with 
bio-swales, permeable pavements, and 
increased vegetation can help the City to 
become more water independent. They 
can also help to solve water quality issues 
currently being funded and addressed 
through traditional resource-intensive 
and expensive engineering methods.
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03 Winnetka Park

West San Fernando Valley Area
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01_Granada Hills Park 

West San Fernando Valley Area

02_ David M. Gonzales Park 

East San Fernando Valley Area

04_Sun Valley Park

East San Fernando Valley Area
05_Valley Plaza Park
East San Fernando Valley Area

Other U.S. cities, such as Philadelphia (PA), Fort 
Worth (TX), and Champaign (IL), are part of a 
growing movement to recoup storm water 
capital and maintenance management costs 
from property owners who generate run off 
requiring infrastructure to preserve their land 
value and improvements. The Philadelphia 
Water Department applies a Storm Water 
Management Service Charge (SWMSC), based 
on a property's gross area and impervious 
area coverage. Credits are available for owners 
who provide tree canopy and permeable 
pavements, and for community uses, such as 
community gardens.
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#http://www.phila.gov/water/wu/stormwater/ 
Pages/NonResidentialStormwaterBilling.aspx, 
accessed February 10, 2017). 07_Shatto Park 

Metropolitan Area

06_MacArthur Park 

Metropolitan Area

08_Pan Pacific Park 
Westside Area

09_Westwood Park 

Westside Area
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11 Jim Gilliam Park
li I I

12_Algin Sutton Park

South Los Angeles/Harbor Area

13_South Park 14_Wilmington Park

South Los Angeles/Harbor Area

10_Culver-Slauson Park 15_Hollenbeck Park

Westside Area Westside Area South Los Angeles/Harbor Area Metropolitan Area

http://champaignil.gov/departments/public-
http://www.phila.gov/water/wu/stormwater/
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••>.5Large parking surfaces in nearby parking 

lots, at schools, and in commercial 
complexes can contribute to park water 
supply. In more urbanized areas, run off from 
roofs of higher-density housing or industrial 
and commercial uses can contribute run-off 
water to support parks. Similar to programs 
in other U.S. cities, owners of potential 
storm water contributor properties could 
be assessed fees, based on the amount 
of run-off they generate to support storm 
water green infrastructure construction 
and maintenance costs. Rain water capture 
and re-use on private properties where 
ground water recharge is not feasible 
can be a significant cost that could be 
reduced by aggregation at park sites.
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01_Granada Hills Park 02 David M. Gonzales Park 03_Winnetka Park 04_Sun Valley Park 05_Valley Plaza Park (north)

-4iiX4d Mil/ ;What is currently classified as a nuisance or 
threat in rain events can be re-conceptualized 
as a resource for community facilities that 
also reduces flood potential and improves 
water quality to meet Federal MS4 storm 
water quality permit requirements as 
outlined in the EPA's NPDES Stormwater 
Final MS4 General Permit Remand Rule 
(Federal Register, Vol. 81, No. 237, 39320, 
40 CFR Par 122, December 9, 2016 https:// 
www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-12-09/ 
pdf/2016-28426.pdf). Run off from private 
properties drains into municipal storm 
water systems and ultimately into the 
Ocean. Filtration provided in Bio- swales 
and park areas can assist in cleaning the 
water to meet the standards required 
by Federal storm water quality permits.
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Park Safety

Crime statistics in neighborhoods surrounding the 15 L.A. Park Case Studies suggest that the 
rate and types of crimes in the neighborhoods vary widely in frequency and type.

Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD) crime data are tracked by www.crimemapping.com. 
which measures the following types of crimes across the nation and by street location:

Property or Non-Violent Crimes
Arson - Willful, malicious burning of a structure, 
vehicle, or personal property

Burglary - Unlawful entry of a structure to 
commit a theft or other felony

Disturbing the Peace - Any behavior that tends 
to disturb the public peace

Drug Abuse Violations - The violation of laws 
prohibiting the production, cultivation, 
manufacture, distribution, possession, or use of 
certain controlled substances

Liquor Laws - The violation of laws prohibiting 
the manufacture, sale, purchase, transportation, 
possession, or use of alcoholic beverages, not 
including driving under the influence and 
drunkenness

11Violent Crimes
Assault - Attack on a person to commit injury. 
Aggravated assault usually includes a deadly 
weapon and simple assault does not; excludes 
domestic violence

■ ■

■

Homicide - Unlawful killing of one person by 
another

■ ■

Robbery - Taking property from a person by 
force, threat of force, or fear

Sex Crimes - Sex crimes consist of 3 types:

o Rape - The carnal knowledge of a 
person, without the consent of the 
victim, including instances where the 
victim is incapable of giving consent 
because of his/her age or because of 
his/her temporary or permanent mental 
or physical incapacity

o Prostitution - Engaging in or soliciting 
sexual activities for money or other 
compensation

o Sex Offenses - Any sexual act directed 
against another person, without the 
consent of the victim, including 
instances where the victim is incapable 
of giving consent

■ ■

■

■

DUI - Driving or operating a vehicle while under 
the influence of alcohol or narcotics

■

Fraud - The intentional perversion of the truth 
for the purpose of inducing another person or 
other entity to part with something of value or to 
surrender a legal right

Motor Vehicle Theft - Theft of a car, truck, 
motorcycle, or any motor vehicle

Theft/Larceny - Unlawful taking of property 
from another person; excludes embezzlement, 
forgery, check fraud, and theft from a vehicle

Vandalism - Willful, malicious destruction, 
damage, or defacement of property

Vehicle Break-In - Theft of articles from a vehicle

■

■

■

■

■

Weapons - Violation of laws prohibiting the 
manufacture, sale, purchase, transportation, 
possession or use of deadly weapons

■

11 In most cases, there were few or no disturbing the peace, drug abuse, liquor law, DUI, vandalism, or 
weapons crimes visible on the www.crimemapping.com charts.
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Focusing on the crimes committed within a one-half mile radius of the parks, the crime 
rates over a 5-month period (September 2016 through February 2017) ranged from a high 
of more than 600 crimes around MacArthur Park to a low of 53 crimes around Hollenbeck 
Park; however, there were few crimes reported immediately adjacent to the parks.

The Crime Mapping data does not provide a precise location of the reported incidents, but 
instead provides the nearest street intersection. Crime appears to be much higher in 
commercial areas.

Most of the crimes reported near the L.A. Park Case Study sites are assaults, robberies, 
vehicle thefts, and larceny. Although violent crimes occurred in the vicinity of the L.A. Parks, 
only a small fraction of them were homicide, rape, or sex crimes.

The time of day when crimes were committed adjacent to the parks varies by park, but 
most crimes do not occur during peak park use hours. When there are incidents during the 
day, however, it takes a while for the affected park to regain a sense of overall safety.

Crime spill-over from adjacent commercial areas may threaten the safety of parks. Parks 
that are located adjacent to busy commercial areas have the benefit of nearby services, but 
are also most likely to have more safety issues.

Most of the crimes reported near the L.A. Park Case Study sites are assaults, robberies, 
vehicle thefts, and larceny. Although some violent crimes against persons (assault, rape, 
robbery and homicide) occurred in the vicinity of the L.A. Parks, they were generally a 
smaller percent of all crimes reported in the studied areas. The table displays the percent of 
violent crimes, by L.A. Park, over a five-month period.

12

13E&S Benefits Assessment - Violent Crimes as a Percent of Total Crimes
Pan Pacific Park 
Westwood Park

1%-10%

Winnetka Park 
Granada Hills Park

11%-20%

Hollenbeck Park 
Valley Plaza Park 
Sun Valley Park 
Jim Gilliam Park 
Culver Slauson Park 
Shatto Park

21%-30%

MacArthur Park 
South Park
David M. Gonzales Park 
Wilmington Park

31%-40%

12 City of Los Angeles, crime statistics reported in www.crimemapping.com
Based on City of Los Angeles, crime statistics reported in www.crimemapping.com over a 5-month period 

and .5 mile radius from the L.A. Park studied.

13
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13E&S Benefits Assessment - Violent Crimes as a Percent of Total Crimes
Greater than 41% Algin Sutton Park

Pan Pacific Park and Westwood Park were among the safest areas. The safest 
neighborhoods were spread across the City with some in the San Fernando Valley, 
Metropolitan, and Westside areas. The most dangerous neighborhoods were located in the 
central and southern parts of the City. The area around Algin Sutton Park had the highest 
violent crime statistics in comparison to the other 14 community parks. The parks with at 
least one sex crime and homicide were located in the areas of highest poverty.

Recommendation 11-6. RAP should continue to partner with LAPD and other groups to 
reduce crime in the park neighborhoods that have high crime statistics.

Although most of the 15 L.A. Parks appeared safe during the day time, RAP is fully aware of 
the high crime rates in certain park neighborhoods. The costs of graffiti removal, vandalism, 
and other criminal activities drain resources from RAP's main mission of park and recreation 
services.

Crime prevention in the neighborhoods would result in safer parks. RAP should continue to 
work with groups and agencies that can help reduce crime.

LAPD and other enforcement agencies should increase their presence of police and 
Park Rangers in the parks and neighborhoods that have high crime statistics. The 
crime data points and their specific patterns in and near the parks should be helpful 
to law enforcement in determining priorities for assigning police officers.

Non-profit organizations and other groups that have been effective in reducing 
crime should be encouraged to assist in gang intervention and crime prevention in 
and near parks.

Some community parks with higher crime rates, such as MacArthur and Algin Sutton Parks, 
should have increased presence of Park Rangers and LAPD. Safety concerns were so serious 
in April 2017 in MacArthur Park that RAP welded the restroom doors shut, closing access to 
all park patrons.

■

■
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05_Valley Plaza Park (north) 

54 total crimes
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crimes reported surrounding Hollenbeck 
Park,
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reported immediately adjacent to the parks.
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The Crimemapping.com data does not provide 
precise locations of the reported incidents, but 
instead provides the nearest street intersection. 
Most of the crimes reported near parks are 
assaults, robberies, vehicle thefts, and larceny. 
Crime tends to be much higher in commercial 
areas. Almost all of the reported crimes are 
considered to be Part I crimes, based on the 
federal definition. (Note: The Uniform Crime 
Reporting (UCR) Program divides offenses 
into two groups, Part I and Part II crimes. Part
I offenses are more serious and violent crimes 
against people and property, such as criminal 
homicide , forcible rape, robbery, aggravated 
assault, burglary (breaking or entering), 
larceny, motor vehicle theft, and arson. Part
II offenses are typically less violent crimes.
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144 total crimes
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212 total crimes570 total crimes
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POTENTIAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPROVEMENTS

All community parks have the ability to be community assets that not only serve park users, 
but also benefit residents who live nearby (e.g., enhanced property values, improved 
community appearance, resources for youth activities, and more open green spaces).

The L.A. Parks have the added potential for significant environmental improvements and 
value. Overall, 67% of the community parks in the L.A. Park Case Studies have the proper 
conditions to develop a network of green streets, bio-swales, and infiltration opportunities 
in and surrounding a given park. These improvements will help to:

Recharge ground water resources 
Reduce the City's need for imported water 
Improve the quality of water upstream in creeks, rivers, and bays

Given their large area and position in the watershed, Pan Pacific, Westwood Park, and Sun 
Valley Park have existing flood control infrastructure; thus, they have the highest potential 
to help to mitigate the negative impact of climate change and urban island effect to some 
level.

Some parks have greater barriers to overcome to raise their potential, such as Wilmington, 
Algin Sutton, South Park, and Jim Gilliam Parks. Some of these barriers involve the density 
of hard surfaces and fields that limit, for example, the planting of many trees or areas that 
can be set aside for nature - all enhancements that would help cool temperatures, reduce 
pollutants, and improve watersheds.

The single most over-looked opportunity that should be seized by the City of Los Angeles is 
to embrace fully its identity as a thriving metropolis that is located in a Mediterranean 
biodiversity hotspot. The California floristic province in which the City of Los Angeles is 
located supports some of the richest plant and animal diversity in the world . It is under 
constant pressure from urbanization that destroys unique habitats. The City's entire system 
of RAP properties need to be understood as part of the larger ecological system - the rich 
green (and blue) infrastructure that can become more robust and resilient and help the City 
to adapt to climate change challenges.

Factors that contribute to parks' abilities to improve their environmental benefits involve:

1. Potential for topography surrounding the park to convey storm water to the park 
and infiltration conducive to collecting storm water

2. Potential for paved surfaces to collect run off and supply to the park
3. Potential for roofs to collect rainwater as potential water supply for parks
4. Existing storm water and infiltration facilities on site
5. Potential for storm water filtration bio-swales within the vicinity of the parks
6. Potential for parks to increase biodiversity and protect urban wildlife habitat

The City should take advantage of these potential environmental benefits.
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DETAILED INTERPRETATIVE MAPS

The Appendices contains the detailed L.A. Parks Case Studies' interpretative maps for:

Appendix A - Citywide L.A. Park maps and interpretation. The first set of maps 
depict trends and patterns within the City of Los Angeles overall.

o City of Los Angles Park (highlighting the 15 L.A. Parks in this study)) 
o Habitat & Hydrologic Quality 
o Watersheds 
o Soils & Pollution
o 5-mile Radius < > Population Density 
o 5-mile Radius < > Median Household Income

Appendix B - Neighborhood & Park Scale. The second set of maps contextualizes 
the parks in their respective neighborhoods and presents socio-economic- 
environmental demography for each of the 15 L.A. Park Case Studies.

Neighborhood Scale
o Access & Potential Green Network 
o Recharge Potential 
o Urban Forest Cover

Park Scale
o Park Aerial Photo 
o Site Plan
o Park Vegetation & Section 
o Tree Canopy 
o Pollution Sequestration
o Permeability & Percent of Different Types of Surface Coverage 
o Storm Water Transfer & Recharge Potential 
o Local Crime (Compstat 5-month period)
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L.A. PARKS - CITY SCALE
■

David M. Gonzales Park

A f\ RON | GALPERIN.11
Los Angeles Citv Controllerw

Appendix A: City Scale Interpretative Maps
L.A. Recreation & Parks Condition Survey & Report Card

September 2017
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25 OTHER REPORT CARD PARKS
Sylmar Park--------------------------------------------------

15 CASE STUDY PARKS gp —
—

W. Y

r7 r.x_____ '/■01_Granada Hills Recreation Center aka Petit Park i. ■ fAjNorthridge Recreation Center

—
-if-'>

02_David M Gonzales Recreation Center
7 7 JTr-JfiV

jft-
Panorama City Recreation Center ■\*>!

7 l **

■--.V
r'

^SK£4£j
. .03 Winnetka Recreation Center 

04_Sun Valley Recreation Center
5

Victory-Vineland Recreation Center-
West Hills Sport Center------------------
Delano Park

M05)

'm ■y05Valley Plaza Recreation Center
Tarzana Recreation Center 
Van Nuys - Sherman Oaks Park 
North Hollywood Park
Chevy Chase Park------------------------------
El Sereno Recreation Center 
Montecito Heights Recreation Center 

Lafayette Park

Lemon Grove Recreation Center

= ~o S"
:t= t£3-

L____A.

is —
06_MacArthur Park 1 V%v Jnf*

J L „ .>y< / \ -O ___

----- 5------------------
V.

-A08_Pan Pacific Park —

Palisades Recreation Center
09_Westwood Recreation Center

Oakwood Recreation Center
10_Culver-Slauson Park

Robertson Recreation Center

5
11_Jim Gilliam Recreation Center

Van Ness Recreation Center 
King (Martin Luther Jr. Park) (405*

ED

12_Algin Sutton Recreation Center

13_South Park Recreation Center

—109th Street Recreation Center 

Hawkins (Augustus F.) Natural Park 

Fred Roberts Recreation Center

37
s

Leland Park

14_Wilmington Recreation Center 

15_Hollenbeck Park --------------------
Hostetter Park

15 Case Study Parks 

^ 25 Other Report Card Parks 

| | All RAP Parks

— LA City Boundary

— Highways

| | Lakes L Or t
CITY OF LOS ANGELES PARKS 0' 25,000' 50,000'

-----  LA River
40 community parks were selected for study by RAND through a random-sample selection method. Each site has been evaluated based 
on RAND's methodology (see Park Report Cards). 15 parks within the original sampling of 40 overall have been vigorously analyzed to 
evaluate their social and environmental quality and capacity. The 15 parks that received additional study are geographically distributed 
over the entire City of Los Angeles.
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and Parks Department, City Council Districts 
(2012) (online) Available at: <http://maps.ladty.org/lahub/rest/services/Recreation_ 

and_Parks_Department/MapServer/5> (accessed 22 July 2016)

LA City Geohub, 2016, Recreati
— Rivers and Strear
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FRAMING
LANDSCAPES

SIGNIFICANT 
ECOLOGICAL AREAS
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Santa Susana Mountains/Simi Hills tiVI V

San Gabriel Mountains

Tujunga Valley/Hansen Dam- — j
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LA River
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Griffith Park r
&Santa Monica Mountains \ ” *7ILTT
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Ballona Wetlands lisC

ifi.El Segundo Dunes I05J

\/-i-dP05(

© J
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S
S

Madrona Marsh Preserve \
Palos Verdes Peninsula and Coastline

ir
Pacific Ocean

HABITAT & HYRDOLOGIC QUALITY
The framing landscapes of the City of Los Angeles are the region's dominant ecologies. They include the majestic mountains of the 
San Gabriel and Santa Monica Mountain Ranges that are offset by the Pacific Ocean to the south. The Los Angeles River has been 
a historically significant structure of the territory and now functions as the city's major storm water conveyance. It clearly has more 
potential than its present-day use. Each park in the City has a unique potential, depending upon its specific geography, to contribute 
to the improved water quality and storm water management ofthe City. Significant Ecological Areas (SEA) are unique protected areas 
that have been officially designated by Los Angeles County as hosting significant habitat resources and biological value. SEAs contain 
rare or unique biotic resources that are considered to be critical to the maintenance of wildlife; represent relatively undisturbed areas 
of County habitat types; or serve as linkages.
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15 Case Study Parks 

25 Other Report Card Parks 

| | All RAP Parks

Significant Ecological Area

SignificantEcologicalArea
(Water)

L O
— LA City Boundary

— Highways

| | Lakes

r t
0' 25,000' 50,000'

USGS National Hydrology Dataset 2014, (online) 
Available at: <http:// http://nhd.usgs.gov/tools.html > (accessed 22 July 2016)““ Rivers and Strear

\/ Waterflt/
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Dominguez Channel Watershed
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15 Case Study Parks 

J 25 Other Report Card Parks 

| | All RAP Parks

Los Angeles River Watershed 

Santa Monica Bay Watershed 

Ballona Creek Watershed 

Dominguez Channel Watershed

L O— LA City Boundary

— Highways
r i
0' 25,000' 50,000'

WATERSHEDS Z USGS National Hydrology Dataset 2014, (online) 
Available at: <http:// http://nhd.usgs.gov/tools.html > (accessed 22 July 2016)Within the City of Los Angeles there are four watersheds that collect storm water and feed the creeks, rivers and drainage ways that 

ultimately empty into the Pacific Ocean. Every park has unique potential, depending upon its specific geography, to contribute to 
improved water quality in rivers creeks and the Pacific, to recharge underground aquifers and to manage storm water risks in the City. 
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SOILS

14
—

Hanford Loam---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Hanford soils consist of very deep, well-drained soils that form in moderately coarse textured alluvium dominantly from granite.

18ja
j*-Altamont Clay Loam--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Altamont series consist of deep, well-drained soils that form in material weathered from fine-grained sandstone and shale. These soils 
are on gently sloping to very steep uplands.

~T Z
•
i(405

Yolo Loam_____________________________________________________________
Yolo soils are on nearly level to moderately sloping alluvial fans. The soils form in fine-loamy alluvium derived from sedimentary 
formations.

* c,
43 ip ,

Ramona Loam-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Ramona soils are nearly level to moderately steep slopes. They are on terraces and fans at elevations of 250 to 3,500 
feet. They form in alluvium derived mostly from granitic and related rock sources.

Chino Silt Loam---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Chino soils are in basins and flood plains at elevations of near sea level to 3,100 feet. They form in alluvium derived from granitic 
rocks. -

I 05'

(4051

7

□0
Diablo Clay Loam-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Diablo soils are on complex undulating, rolling to steep uplands with slopes of 5 to 50 percent. These soils formed in residuum 
weathered from shale, sandstone, and consolidated sediments.

Case Study Park 

Report Card Parks 

RAP Parks

| | Lakes

----- Rivers and Streams Antelope Valley Santa Moni

Toxic Release

Z Altamont Ramona

L OMts.SOILS & POLLUTION r i
Q Chino | | Upper LA River

| | Undefined

0' 25,000' 50,000'
Los Angeles has a long history of manufacturing and mining that has contaminated its air, water and soil. Some of the health related 
impacts of soil and water pollution include lead poisoning, drinking water contamination and habitat destruction. Air pollution impacts 
include elevated rates of asthma and cancers. The Environmental Protection Agency's Superfund sites (16 in the City) and 918 emissions 
points (including chemical plants, foundries, oil and gas fields, petroleum refineries, petroleum storage facilities and other industries) 
reveal an unequal distribution of these areas across the City, with a higher concentration in areas such as South Central and Long Beach.

| | DiabloLA City Boundary Superfund Sit

Valley District Z ■ at: < httpsHanford Yolo11 Methane
Producin g Landfills |

Highways Placenta
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GONZALES (DAVID M.) RECREATION CENTER • 
Population (2010)
550,686

Density (people per square 
5,505

iile) Median Income (2010) 
$26,861

% Poverty (2010) 
19.04%

GRANADA HILLS PARK 
Population (2010) 
667,229

Density (people per square mile) Median Income (2010) 
$31,258

% Poverty (2010) 
15.76% Vi5,538 6\

a
WINNETKA RECREATION CENTER 
Population (2010)
534,695

ADensity (people per square 
6,538

ile) Median Income (2010) 
$39,601

% Poverty (2010) 
10.44%

5

III ■IrL
SUN VALLEY PARK 
Population (2010) 
718,234

(405
Density (people per square 
5,505

ile) Median Income (2010) 
29,243

% Poverty (2010) 
17.97%

!
VALLEY PLAZA PARK 
Population (2010) 
827,443

LIDensity (people per square 
8,289

iile) Median Income (2010) 
$32,740

% Poverty (2010) J17.13%
A

MACARTHUR PARK- 
Population (2010) 
1,385,531

Density (people per square 
17,483

iile) Median Income (2010) 
$18,853

% Poverty (2010) 
30.54% i.

^ I /LSHATTO RECREATION CENTER- 
Population (2010)
1,346,364

Density (people per square 
15,944

ile) Median Income (2010) 
$20,271

% Poverty (2010) 
29.78%

PAN PACIFIC PARK 
Population (2010) 
1,172,769

\r
Density (people per square 
10,996

ile) Median Income (2010) 
$27,693

% Poverty (2010) 
24.38%

WESTWOOD PARK 
Population (2010) 
655,334

Density (people per square 
5,827

ile) Median Income (2010) 
$45,873

% Poverty (2010) 
13.46%

105'

CULVER SLAUSON PARK 
Population (2010) 
811,016

Density (people per square 
7,261

iile) Median Income (2010) 
$34,673

% Poverty (2010) 
16.45% 405*

0
GILLIAM (JIM) CHILD CARE, RECREATION CENTER

Density (people per square 
11,754

Population (2010) 
1,278,103

iile) Median Income (2010) 
$25,017

% Poverty (2010) 
25.24%

SUTTON (ALGIN) RECREATION CENTER 
Population (2010)
1,290,504

Density (people per square 
13,156

ile) Median Income (2010) 
$17,872

% Poverty (2010) 
29.09% F

SOUTH PARK RECREATION CENTER 
Population (2010)

1,458,458

Density (people per square 

13,558

ile) Median Income (2010) 

$15,135

% Poverty (2010) 

33.20%

WILMINGTON RECREATION CENTER 
Population (2010)
498,482

Density (people per square 
5,033

ile) Median Income (2010) 
$30,397

% Poverty (2010) 
19.48%

HOLLENBECK PARK 
Population (2010) 
1,319,524

Density (people per square 
9,910

iile) Median Income (2010) 
$16,368

% Poverty (2010) 
31.50%

Density
(people per square mile) 

| | < 4,000

| | 4,001 - 8,000

| | 8,001 - 12,000

12,001 -16,000 

> 16,001

L O15 Case Study Parks 

25 Other Report Card Parks 

| | All RAP Parks

r 15-MI. RADIUS <> POPULATION DENSITY — LA City Boundary

— Highways
0' 25,000' 50,000'

The City's Quimby Funds are collected from new multi-family residential development projects for new parks or park improvements. 
Recently updated legislation calls for the utilization of these funds within a 5-mile radius of the new development (as opposed to its 
previous 3-mile radius). The map overlays the 5 mile utilization area on a map of population density (people per square mile). The 15 
parks in this study can be seen in the context of population and median income. Almost all of the parks with the highest poverty rates are 
in the most densely populated neighborhoods. There are clearly opportunities for investment in the most impoverished neighborhoods. 
C-10

FactFinder; <http://factfinder2.census.gov>;
(accessed 12 October 2016)
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DAVID GONZALES RECREATION CENTER 
Race (% of Population)

Hispanic 
64.98%

Age (% of Population) 
<17 years 
32.01%

White Black
4.42%

Other
0.69%

Asian
7.86%

17-64 years 
60.12%

65+ years 
7.88%21.49%

GRANADA HILLS PARK 
Race (% of Population)

Hispanic 
52.77%

WINNETKA RECREATION CENTER 
Race (% of Population)

Hispanic 
25.96%

Age (% of Population) 
<17 years 
29.57%

White Black
4.60%

Other
0.73%

Asian
10.54%

17-64 years 
61.48%

65+ years 
8.95% 6\30.76%

a

Age (% of Population) 
<17 years 
24.29%

5
White Black Other

0.97%
Asian
12.35%

17-64 years 
63.67%

65+ years 
12.04%56.14% 3.91%

— -SUN VALLEY PARK 
Race (% of Population)

Hispanic 
50.79%

VALLEY PLAZA PARK 
Race (% of Population)

Hispanic 
46.66%

(405■L4 M-JAge (% of Population) 
<17 years 
27.98%

r IWhite Black
4.47%

Other
1.09%

Asian
7.58%

17-64 years 
62.95%

65+ years 
9.07%35.47%

Age (% of Population) 
<17 years 
26.53%

White Black
4.22%

OtherAsian
7.56%

17-64 years 
63.83%

65+ years 
9.64% l39.94% 1.04% A

MACARTHUR PARK-------------------
Race (% of Population)

Hispanic 
57.06%

SHATTO RECREATION CENTER 
Race (% of Population)

Hispanic 
52.44%

Age (% of Population) 
<17 years 
27.49%

5* *- •.. ,\White Black
13.96%

Other
0.74%

Asian
12.36%

17-64 years 
63.63%

65+ years 
8.88% s15.37%

D
Age (% of Population) 
<17 years 
26.04%

White Black
13.30%

Other
0.88%

Asian
13.01%

17-64 years 
64.58%

65+ years 
9.37%19.84%

PAN PACIFIC PARK 
Race (% of Population)

Hispanic 
38.24%

\r
Age (% of Population) 
<17 years 
22.07%

.' 1
White Black

14.10%
Other
0.99%

Asian
13.32%

17-64 years 
67.30%

65+ years 
10.63%32.79%

WESTWOOD PARK 
Race (% of Population)

Hispanic 
16.90%

CULVER SLAUSON PARK 
Race (% of Population)

Hispanic 
2.69%

GILLIAM (JIM) CHILD CARE, RECREATION CENTER 
Race (% of Population)

Hispanic 
41.39%

SUTTON (ALGIN) RECREATION CENTER 
Race (% of Population)

Hispanic 
59.57%

SOUTH PARK RECREATION CENTER 
Race (% of Population)

Hispanic 
66.29%

WILMINGTON RECREATION CENTER 
Race (% of Population)

Hispanic 
42.65%

HOLLENBECK PARK 
Race (% of Population)

Hispanic 
75.32%

C
Age (% of Population) 
<17 years 
15.87%

White Black
8.01%

Other
1.07%

Asian
11.08%

17-64 years 
70.75%

65+ years 
13.38%62.30% 105'

Age (% of Population) 
<17 years 
21.62%

White Black
23.71%

Other
0.96%

Asian
8.59%

17-64 years 
67.15%

65+ years 
11.23% t,05139.03%

Age (% of Population) 
<17 years 
26.28%

White Black
25.01%

Other
0.76%

Asian
9.43%

17-64 years 
63.81%

65+ years 
9.90%22.83%

Age (% of Population) 
<17 years 
34.50%

White Black
31.63%

Other
0.44%

Asian
3.00%

17-64 years 
58.31%

65+ years 
7.20% /4.74%

Age (% of Population) 
<17 years 
33.01%

White Black
22.84%

Other
0.40%

Asian
6.45%

17-64 years 
59.64%

65+ years 
7.35% ZZti3.60%

Age (% of Population) 
<17 years 
29.05%

White Black
10.41%

Other
0.57%

Asian
15.21%

17-64 years 
60.69%

65+ years 
10.26%29.22%

Age (% of Population) 
<17 years 
31.35%

White Black
6.26%

Other
0.36%

Asian
11.36%

17-64 years 
60.95%

65+ years 
7.70%6.28%

Medi 
(per capita)
< $20,000 

$20,001 -$35,000 

$35,001-$50,000 

| | $50,001 - $90,000

Income

L O5-MI. RADIUS <> MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME: CITY OF LOS ANGELES r i15 Case Study Parks 

25 Other Report Card Parks 

| | All RAP Parks

— LA City Boundary

— Highways
0' 25,000' 50,000'

ZA 5-mile radius from each park edge is overlaid on a map of median household income (Census 2010 data) in this map. In 2010, the 
per capita income in L.A. County was $37,987 as defined by the Office of Management and Budget and updated for inflation using the 
Consumer Price Index, the weighted average poverty threshold for a family of four in 2010 was $22,314. The breakdown of the median 
per capita income by race and age for the 15 parks reveals other unequal demographic distributions across the City. Some of the areas 
with the highest poverty rates also have the highest percentage of youth under 17 years of age.
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FactFinder; <http://factfinder2.censjs.gov>;
(accessed 12 October 2016)

US Census Bureau; using .
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ACCESSIBLE 
PUBLIC SPACE

UNDERUTILIZED 
PUBLIC SPACE

SEMI-ACCESSIBLE
SPACE

UNDERUTILIZED 
PRIVATE SPACE

'O

Van Norman Lakes Reservoir-
Transmission Line Right-of-Way- V,

Kennedy High School-

C__Strip Mall 7
Our Savior's First Lutheran-

Highway Easement-

HTulsa St Elementary School-

aGranada Elementary School- 

De La Salle----------------------------
Chatswor Stree

St. Stephen's Lutheran 

Porter Middle School- EGranada Hills Park-

Henry Middle School- n
3B?H

Valley Academy of Arts and Sciences

°o

North Hills Shopping Center-

Mayall St Elementary School-

Los Angeles Baptist High School- 

Balboa Elementary School----------

Veterans Affairs Sepulveda Ambulatory Care Center,

ACCESS & POTENTIAL GREEN NETWORK Accessible Public Space 

Underutilized Public Space 

Semi-Accessible Space 

Underutilized Private Space

Highways ““ Granada Hills Park

L ©r i
The park is served by Metro bus lines on Devonshire Street and Balboa Boulevard. It is surrounded by a range of single-family and 
multi-family residential neighborhoods. There is some neighborhood commercial retail located one block west of the park. Neighboring 
residential areas have easy pedestrian access on all sides of the park. Even though there is library located in the northwest corner of 
the park there are no public transit routes or stops on the park perimeters. There are no bicycle lanes adjacent to the park. The park 
is an isolated open space with in an almost exclusively residential area of the City. Nearby elementary and parochial schools create a 
patchwork of open space islands.
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HIGH POTENTIAL 
PERMEABILITY

MEDIUM POTENTIAL 
PERMEABILITY

LOW POTENTIAL 
PERMEABILITY

Van Norman Lakes Reservoir— 
Transmission Line Right-of-Way-

Kennedy High School-

Strip Mall
i

Our Savior's First Lutheran-

Highway Easement-

Tulsa St Elementary School-

Granada Elementary School- 

De La Salle----------------------------

St. Stephen's Lutheran 

Porter Middle School—
Granada Hills Park-

Henry Middle School-

Valley Academy of Arts and Sciences

North Hills Shopping Center-

Mayall St Elementary School-

Los Angeles Baptist High School- 

Balboa Elementary School----------

Veterans Affairs 
Sepulveda Ambulatory 
Care Center

Potential Permeability 

High Permeability 

ql; Medium Permeability 

Low Permeability

Existing Permeability

L ©Granada Hills Park r i
RECHARGE POTENTIAL 0' 1,500' 3,000'

Relatively small, tightly spaced single-family homes with wide streets result in limited permeability in this area of the City. Only the park, 
school campuses and a few districts of larger lot single-family homes provide current ground water recharge. School campuses, a near by 
golf course, asphalt parking lots in existing retail areas and high density housing, and open space at the VA hospital represent locations 
with a high potential for increased aquifer recharge that could be achieved with increased storm water infiltration.
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□ Granada Hills Park 

Park Tree Canopy 

*£ Neighborhood Tree Canopy

L Or i
0' 1,500' 3,000'10' Contours

URBAN FOREST COVER
LA County GIS Datal Portal, Tree Canopy Raster (2006), 

(online) Available at: <http://egis3.lacounty.gov/dataportal/201 0/1 2/23/tre
py-raster-2006-data/> (accessed 7 August, 2016)

The urban forest canopy is fairly dense and consistent in the single-family residential areas surrounding the park. It is dramatically absent 
in the large asphalt parking lots common in commercial land uses, apartment complexes, the local office of the DMV and the asphalt 
play areas in local schools.
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GRANADA HILLS RECREATION CENTER AKA PETIT PARK 0' 400' 800'

Granada Hills Park is located in the north San Fernando Valley, on Chatsworth Avenue west of the 405 Freeway and south of the 118 
Freeway. The Granada Hills library is located in the northwest corner of the park but is not directly accessible from the park. Large 
apartment complexes are located on the northeast and northwest sides of the park. Single-family lots are present north of the park, on 
the southeast, south and southwest sides of the park.
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Chatsworth Street — 

Granada Hills Library

Granada Hills Pool----------------------
Parking Lot --------------------------------

Granada Hills Recreation Center

Basketball Court [1]

Baseball Fields [4]

Tennis Courts [4] 
Parking Lot 
San Jose Street

SITE PLAN
About 2/3 of the park is occupied by multi use baseball and softball fields along 
recreation center, pool and bathhouse, children's play area and parking are located in the center of the park. The northern portion of the 
park has informal play areas and more formal picnic areas.
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Granada Hills Recreation Center

Apartment Buildings

pAnrfl1 % * A

Granada Hills Pool
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Impermeable Low Potential ^Permeable Public Space 
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Permeable Medium Potential Granada Hills Pool

!. OCalifornia Native 

Good Shade Canopy 

6 Low Water Needs 

66 Medium Water Needs 

666 High Water Needs

r i
PARK VEGETATION & SECTION 0' 400' 800'

There are large mature Pine, Oak, Ash, Sycamore, Chinese Elm, Brazilian Pepper, Ligustrum, Sweetgum, Jacaranda, Cedar and other 
trees in the park. They are concentrated in the picnic areas in the north and southeast corners of the park. The central areas sports fields, 
children's play areas and parking lot have very few canopy trees. The park topography is basically flat, two story apartment buildings and 
town houses frame the northern park of the park. Single story ranch style houses are located on the south sides of the park.
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"Plant Fi Ga 1. Mi Botanical Garden, 2017. Web
Permeable Low Potential | 

Impermeable High Potential 

Impermeable Medium Potential

Impermeable Roads 8 Feb. 2017. <http:/ alga .org/plantfi r/pl
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Park Tree Canopy 

Neighborhood Tree Canopy 

J Buildings
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TREE CANOPY
LA City Geohub, 20 
(2005) (o

,Re Parks Dep , LAR-IAC Tree C 
dataportal/2010/1 2/23/ 
accessed 22 July 2016)

py
The large mature trees provide substantial shade while smaller flowering trees, and those affected by the drought are less effective. 
There are no parkways on the streets surrounding the park and therefore very few formal street trees. An ornamental garden with a 
variety of shrubs and perennials is located on the perimeter of the pool house.
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I-TREE CALCULATIONS
2,500 points classified into 9 cover classes

i

% COVERAGECOVER CLASS DESCRIPTION POINTS CLASSIFIEDBENEFIT DESCRIPTION VALUE =/- SE AMOUNT =/- SE

19.4%Tree Cover Trees 484$5.31Carbon Monoxide Removed Annually 

Nitrogen Dioxide Removed Annually 

Ozone Removed Annually

8.00 lb.+/- 0.22 +/- 0.33

Groundcover Permeable, Non-Trees 44.7%1115$29.41 51.16 lb.+/- 1.20 +/- 2.09

Unpaved Non-Vegetation 

Buildings

Permeable Groundcover 9.90%$1,577.85 247284.29 lb.+/- 64.39 +/- 32.70

Impermeable Structures

Impermeable

Impermeable

Impermeable

Permeable

5.41%135Particulate Matter <2.5 microns 
Removed Annually $404.55 4.30 lb.+/- 16.51 +/- 0.18

1.32%Streets 33

$1.84Sulfur Dioxide Removed Annually 10.31 lb.+/- 0.08 +/- 0.42
Parking Lots 7.09%177

Particulate Matter >2.5 microns and 
<10 microns Removed Annually

Paved Paths 6.89%172
$225.05 72.06 lb.+/- 9.18 +/- 2.94

Granada Hills Pool 1.28%32
Carbon Dioxide Sequestered Annually 
in Trees $781.76 +/- 31.90 21.62 T +/- 0.88 Impermeable Paved Courts 5.61%Sports Courts 140

Carbon Dioxide Stored in Trees 
(Note: This benefit is not annual rate) $15,454.24 +/- 630.66 427.39 T +/- 17.44

POINTS CLASSIFIED

iK/jGBajqgaaMJ j
SURFACE COVERAGE

'Em;!*
,1. k

ii r.V?-r-s ,111 nr a O Points Classifiedft'. 'i « —, —, .
,. if - if l A

VUl ‘- I IUi Groundcover

J1 Tree Cover

Unpaved Non-Vegetation 

Paved Paths

fft!IJ.IJb 'f- - ■

im I » ■. .... * .®ifc ■fii
M Asphalt [streets, parking lots, sports courts]

Buildings

Water

Ari** > ■» !
* .

■;if=tt ^ J mil *

TTTitSigai-.r: WB .-'ll,'T i-Tree Car i-Tree Software Su v5.x. (n.d.). Web. Avai 
!.org/survey.php?>, (a

t: < http://canopy. 
■ d 3 January 2017): nopy.hHr*l . r

POLLUTION SEQUESTRATION
PERMEABILITY + % SURFACE COVERAGEThe orange dots on the diagram show the points that were selected for sequestration readings in the iTree calculation method. The 

tree canopy is primarily located on the north side of the park and provides 19.4% coverage of the entire park. The trees provide 
valuable services storing tons of carbon dioxide and removing many pollutants from the air. The trees not only sequester 8 pounds of 
carbon monoxide annually, they also absorb a number of other pollutants, including nitrogen dioxide (51 pounds), ozone (284 pounds), 
particulate matter (4.3 pounds) and sulfur dioxide (10.3 pounds). They also sequester 21.6 tons of carbon dioxide annually.

P01-18

The I-Tree software analyses different types of land cover and their permeability. Approximately 25% of the park is covered with 
impermeable surfaces in walks, parking lots, buildings, the pool and sports courts. 75% is covered by trees, turf and other permeable 
ground cover. All storm water in the park and the surrounding areas is collected in sub surface storm drain infrastructure. It is carried to 
Bull Creek a tributary of the Los Angeles River.
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0' 400' 800'

STORMWATER TRANSFER & RETENTION POTENTIAL
Granada Hills Park can operate as a receptor for storm water from the adjacent shopping and apartment areas to the west. As well, 
Chatsworth Street and Hayvenhurst Avenues could be enhanced with vegetated bio-swales and act as part of a network of other 
permeable surfaces, including De La Salle Church, throughout the neighborhood to aid in groundwater infiltration.
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Chatsworth Street

Granada Hills Recreation Center

San Jose Street

LOCAL CRIME (Compstat 5-month period 2016-17)
According to LA Compstat mapping there were 85 crimes reported within a V2 mile radius of the Granada Hills Park Recreation Center 
between August 8, 2016 and January 8, 2017. Almost half of the reported crimes were vehicle break-ins or theft from a vehicle. The 
next highest type was motor vehicle theft. Larceny/theft and burglary were the next most prevalent crimes. Assaults, robberies, and rape 
were few in number during this period. Most of these crimes occurred on the major streets in the area and in one cul-de-sac adjacent 
to the park. Very few crimes were reported on the blocks immediately surrounding the park.
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02_DAVID M. GONZALES 
RECREATION CENTERInterpretative Maps: David M. Gonzales Park

L.A. Recreation & Parks Condition Survey & Report Card
Neighborhood Scale

KH
CONSULTING
GROUP
MANAGEMENT
CONSULTANTS

OotDL

KH Consuting Group (KH), 1901 Avenue of die Stars, Suite 200, Los Angefes CA 90067 
Telephone: 310/203-5417 FAX: 310/203-5419 Emafl: gayta@khcg.com Web Sie: www.KHCmsulSngGroup.coin P02-1

mailto:gayta@khcg.com
http://www.KHCmsulSngGroup.coin


ACCESSIBLE 
PUBLIC SPACE

UNDERUTILIZED 
PUBLIC SPACE

SEMI-ACCESSIBLE
SPACE

UNDERUTILIZED 
PRIVATE SPACE

/
Broadous Elementary School

'210

Freeway Easement-

Hubert H. Humphrey Memorial Park

Vaughn Next Century Learning

North East Valley Multipurpose Center

COSTCO

m
Maclay Middle School —

Sara Coughlin Elementary School 

Pacoima Elementary School

David M. Gonzales Recreation Center

Hansen Dam Recreation Area

Whiteman Airpark-

Railroad right-of-way

\
Roger W. Jessup Park

Haddon Ave Elementary School

ACCESS & POTENTIAL GREEN NETWORK
The park is served by Metro bus lines running on San Fernando Road, Glenoaks Boulevard and Van Nuys Boulevard. Bike lanes are 
present on San Fernando Road and Glenoaks Boulevard. It is in close proximity to major freeways providing regional auto access. 
Gonzales Recreation Center is within easy walking distance of residential neighborhoods to the northeast and west. The south side 
of the park is across the street from a small general aviation airport and industrial facilities at the base of an undeveloped remnant of 
the natural foothills. Gonzales Recreation Center is within one mile of the 40 acre Hansen Dam Recreation Area which includes lakes, 
seasonal streams, a golf course, sports fields and other recreation facilities. Gonzales is two miles from the foothills of the San Gabriel 
Mountains. The relatively small park could be part of a network of substantial open spaces, including the generous open spaces in 
between the buildings in the San Fernando Gardens Housing project immediately to the west of the park, the undeveloped hills adjacent 
to the airport, and Roger Jessup Park.

P02-2

5

Accessible Public Space 

Underutilized Public Space 

Semi-Accessible Space 

Underutilized Private Space

Highways ““ David M. Gonzales Recreation Center

L ©r i
Bus Lines 0' 1,500' 3,000'

Bus Stops 

Bike Lanes
LA City Geohub, 2016,Recre 

Footprint, (online) Available at: <http:// http://ge
and Parks Depa ent, LARIAC B 

b.laoity.org/ > (aooes
g

22
ly 20

P02-3

http://ge


HIGH POTENTIAL 
PERMEABILITY

MEDIUM POTENTIAL 
PERMEABILITY

LOW POTENTIAL 
PERMEABILITY

Broadous Elementary School

0Freeway Easement----------------------------

Hubert H. Humphrey Memorial Park

Vaughn Next Century Learning

North East Valley Multipurpose Center —

COSTCO

7Maclay Middle School

Sara Coughlin Elementary School 

Pacoima Elementary School

•■•ifDavid M. Gonzales Recreation Center
.*

Hansen Dam Recreation Area didxd:
X

Bioswales on major Streets-

-MWhiteman Airpark-

i
Railroad right-of-way

Roger W. Jessup Park
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Potential Permeability 
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Low Permeability

Existing Permeability 

High: 127 L ©David M. Gonzales Recreation Center r 1
RECHARGE POTENTIAL 0' 1,500' 3,000'

Large paved areas at shopping centers, schools, Whiteman Airport and the associated industrial uses represent potential areas for storm 
water recharge. Hansen Dam Park acts as a flood and debris basin for runoff from the San Gabriel Mountains. The undeveloped hills 
and canyons east of the Airport, and the turf areas of the San Fernando Gardens Housing could also provide additional storm water 
detention and ground water recharge areas.
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SourceURBAN FOREST COVER
LA ' Raster (2006),

The urban forest canopy is fairly thin and consistent in the residential areas surrounding the park. It is dramatically absent in the large 
asphalt parking lots at the local shopping centers, Whiteman Airport, local little league fields, the San Fernando Gardens complex and 
other undeveloped parcels.
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!. O----- ParkDAVID M. GONZALES RECREATIONAL CENTER r i

0' 400' 800'
David M. Gonzales Recreation Center is located in Pacoima, south of Van Nuys Boulevard and Pacoima Boulevard. Whiteman Airpark, 
a general service airport and industrial park is located south of the park. The San Fernando Gardens, a public housing project is located 
west of the park across Norris Avenue. Pacoima Elementary School is next to and northwest of the park. Residential development 
surrounding the park varies from public housing and mobile home parks to single family residential neighborhoods. This area of the City 
has one of the highest average household sizes at 4.3 people per family.

P02-10

Map data ©2015 Google, aooe

P02-11



►
wxowv0:w/

:k u
<<

jOb, "''W
►

□
'a

m:- ■boo bb ;>P8&
<XmAt>vVan Nuys Boulevard

:V>
KDavid M. Gonzales Recreation Center 

Children's Play Area ---------------------------
[1o

oHBasketball Courts [2]-------------

Outdoor Exercise Equipment 

Parking Lot

C>^ )
0 0 s ouO • • mes 00

Vw3Baseball Fields [2]

3 WO0 o
00 □□ <?□ 0>

□ cxO□□ □
Co

■s

Pierce Street y o
| | Buildings !. O----- Park

Parking Lot 

Sports Fields 

Tree Canopy

r i
0' 400' 800'

SITE PLAN
"DAVID M. GONZALES RECREATION CENTER AKA PACOIMA." David M. 

acoima I City ■ 
tgdes [Depart

David M. Gonzales Recreation Center has active sports fields including a baseball, softball and soccer field in the south portion of the 
park with a parking lot serving those uses. In the northern part of the park there is a recreation building, boxing gym, basketball courts, 
a children's play area and picnic area.
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PARK VEGETATION & SECTION
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Permeable Public Space 

Permeable High Potential 
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Impermeable High Potential 

Impermeable Medium Potential

!. OCalifornia Native 

Good Shade Canopy 

6 Low Water Needs 

66 Medium Water Needs 
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r i
Within the park there is a limited palette of Ash, Pine, Eucalyptus, Oak, Sycamore and Jacaranda trees. They are concentrated on the 
perimeter of the playing fields and surrounding the parking lot. The Central area sports fields and children's play areas have few large 
canopy trees. Street trees in adjacent parkways include Chitalpa, Tabebuia and Koelreuteria. Newly planted trees in the park include 
Cedar, Koelreuteria, Cassia and Podocarpus. An ornamental garden with a variety of shrubs and perennials is located outside the 
recreation building. The site cross section illustrates the flat topography of the park and relatively low-density, and limited tree canopies 
in the residential and industrial areas adjacent to the park.
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r-2006-d > (Large mature oak trees provide substantial shade on the east side of the playing fields while smaller flowering trees, and those affected 
by the drought are less effective.
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I-TREE CALCULATIONS
2,500 points classified into 9 cover classes

i i i
% COVERAGECOVER CLASS DESCRIPTION POINTS CLASSIFIEDBENEFIT DESCRIPTION VALUE =/- SE AMOUNT =/- SE

15.20%Tree Cover Trees 357Carbon Monoxide Removed Annually $29.45 

Nitrogen Dioxide Removed Annually $53.31 

Ozone Removed Annually

44.33 lb.+/- 0.51 +/- 0.77

Groundcover Permeable, Non-Trees 56.40%1406244.88 lb.+/- 0.92 +/- 4.23

Unpaved Non-Vegetation 

Buildings

Permeable Groundcover 12.30%$2,448.39 3071,891.62 lb.+/- 42.33 +/- 32.70

Impermeable Structures

Impermeable

Impermeable

Impermeable

Permeable

3.96%122Particulate Matter <2.5 microns 
Removed Annually

i
$5,125.73 96.64 lb.+/- 88.61 +/- 1.67

0.00%Streets 0

$8.03Sulfur Dioxide Removed Annually 120.38 lb.+/- .14 +/- 2.08i
Parking Lots 3.29%82 i

Particulate Matter >2.5 microns and 
<10 microns Removed Annually

Paved Paths 6.89%172
$1,676.76 536.88 lb.+/- 28.99 +/- 9.28

Surface Water 0.00%0
Carbon Dioxide Sequestered Annually 
in Trees $7,073.00 +/- 122.28 195.61 T +/- 3.38 Impermeable Paved Courts 1.96%Sports Courts 49

Carbon Dioxide Stored in Trees (Note: 
This benefit is not annual rate) $178,332.38 +/- 3,083.05 4,931.85 T +/- 85.26

POINTS CLASSIFIED SURFACE COVERAGE

J iy

&•v
IN]ry
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O Points Classified■yrps

wr Groundcover 

Tree Cover 

'^'S Unpaved Non-Vegetation 

Paved Paths

£
■> ,V. fftvasSV i .% V’-» N-■ '■

aS&SkX 5 Asphalt [streets, parking lots, sports courts]

Buildings

Water

||*
T>*v

' * *■ > .* -v y

2? lIV

XsA ,

illwMi

L\Xv \

-TyvN
* i-Tree Car i-Tree Sof 5.x. (n.d.). Web. A 

survey.php?>, (ac
at: < http://canopy. 

28 Nove
nopy.

ls.org/ er 20

POLLUTION SEQUESTRATION
PERMEABILITY + % SURFACE COVERAGEThe orange dots on the diagram show the points that were selected for sequestration readings in the iTree calculation method. The tree 

canopy is primarily located on the park perimeters and provides 15% coverage of the entire park. The trees provide valuable services 
storing tons of carbon dioxide and removing many pollutants from the air. The trees don't only sequester 44 pounds of carbon monoxide 
annually, but as well a number of other pollutants, including nitrogen dioxide (244.9 pounds), ozone (1,891.6 pounds), particulate matter 
(96.6 pounds) and sulfur dioxide (120.4 pounds). The trees also sequester 195.6 tons of carbon dioxide in trees annually.
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The I-Tree software analyses the type of land cover and its permeability. Approximately 14.5% of the park is covered with impermeable 
surfaces in sidewalks, parking lots, buildings and sports courts. 83% is covered by trees, turf and other permeable ground cover. All 
storm water in the park and the surrounding areas is collected in sub surface storm drain infrastructure and ultimately travels to the 
Tujunga Wash, a tributary of the Los Angeles River.
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Potential Permeability 

High Permeability 

!*X Medium Permeability 

Low Permeability 

Potential Run-off

I. or i
| | Buildings

Water Flow 

Groundwater Wells

STORMWATER TRANSFER & RETENTION POTENTIAL 0' 400' 800'

The David M. Gonzales Recreation Center can operate as a receptor for storm water from the local airport to the south. The large housing 
area to the southwest can become more permeable as well as the underutilized area northeast of the airport. Van Nuys and Glenoaks 
Boulevards could be enhanced with vegetated bio-swales and become part of a network of other permeable surfaces throughout the 
neighborhood to aid in groundwater infiltration.
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LOCAL CRIME (Compstat 5-month period 2016-17) 0' 400' 800'• Crime

According to LA Compstat Crime mapping there were 97 crimes reported between August 6, 2106 and January 8, 2017 
mile radius of the park. Half of those crimes were assaults and vehicle break ins/thefts. The other half of reported crimes included larceny, 
burglaries, thefts from motor vehicles, and robberies. Many of the reported crimes occurred on Pierce Street and Van Nuys Boulevards. 
Only three of the reported crimes occurred immediately adjacent to the park.
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03_WINNETKA 
RECREATION CENTERInterpretative Maps: Winnetka Park

L.A. Recreation & Parks Condition Survey & Report Card
Neighborhood Scale

KH
CONSULTING
GROUP
MANAGEMENT
CONSULTANTS

OotDL

KH Consulmg Group (KH), 1901 Avenue of the Stars, Sufe 200, Los Angeles CA 90067 
Telephone: 310/203-5417 FAX: 310/203-5419 Emai: gayta@khcg.com Web Sice: www.KHConsulSngGroup.com
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ACCESS & POTENTIAL GREEN NETWORK Highways ““ Granada Hills Park

L ©r i
Bus Lines 0' 1,500' 3,000'

The park is served by Metro bus lines on Roscoe Boulevard and Winnetka Avenue. There are no bicycle paths in the vicinity of the park. 
It is surrounded by residential and neighborhood commercial uses. Aside from the need to cross major boulevards on the south and 
east sides of the park, neighboring residential areas have easy pedestrian access to the park. The west and south sides are bordered by 
single-family homes and a fire station limiting direct access. The park is an isolated open space in a developed area of the City. Nearby 
elementary and parochial schools create a patchwork of open space islands.

O Bus Stops 

- “ Bike Lanes
LA City Geohub, 2016,Reore 
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; i
Potential Permeability 

High Permeability 

oV Medium Permeability 

Low Permeability

Existing Permeability 

High: 127 L OWinnetka Recreation Center r i
RECHARGE POTENTIAL 0' 1,500' 3,000'

Relatively small, tightly spaced single-family homes with wide streets result in limited permeability in this area of the City. Only the park, 
school campuses and a few districts of larger lot single-family homes provide current ground water recharge. Very large expanses of 
asphalt parking lots in existing retail areas that currently drain into the City's storm water conveyances, these uses represent locations 
with a high potential for increased aquifer recharge.
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Source

URBAN FOREST COVER LA ' Raster (2006),
Parks (online) Available at: <http: ortal/201 0/1 2/23/tree-cano- 

> (accessed 7 August, 2016)
The urban forest canopy is fairly consistent in the residential areas surrounding the park. It is dramatically absent in the commercial and 
industrial areas north of the park along the rail lines north of Parthenia and Nordoff Streets.
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WINNETKA RECREATION CENTER 0' 400' 800'

Winnetka Recreation Center is located in the western San Fernando Valley, at the intersection of Winnetka Avenue and Chase Street just 
north of Roscoe Boulevard. The park is west of the 405 Freeway and south of the 118 Freeway. The park is surrounded by single-family 
residential blocks on the north and west sides. Single story denser housing is located on the east side of the park. A City fire station 
neighborhood grocery store and gas station are located adjacent to the park on the south side.
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Chase Street

Baseball Field [2]

Soccer Field

Winnetka Avenue-

Winnetka Recreation Center

Picnic Tables----------------------------------------------

Los Angeles Fire Department Station 104 
Parking Lot

Roscoe Boulevard

SITE PLAN
About 2/3 of the park is occupied by multi use baseball and softball fields. The recreation center, childrens play area, picnic areas and 
parking are located in the southern third of the park. There is a childcare center located in the southwest corner of the park. This facility 
is separated from the park with fencing.
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Winnetka Recreation Center
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r i
PARK VEGETATION & SECTION 0' 400' 800'

Within the park there is a limited palette of mature Ash, Brazilian Pepper and other trees. They are concentrated on the east side along 
Winnetka Street and in the south end of the park shading the children's play area. Spectator areas in the north side of the park have no 
shade. A very small ornamental garden with smaller shrubs and perennials is located outside the Recreation center entrance. The park 
cross section illustrates the flat topography of the site and low-scale surrounding development.

P03-14

"Plant F Ga i. Mi Botanical Garden, 2017. Web.
Permeable Low Potential 8 Feb. 2017. <http:/ alga .org/plantfi r/pl

search.aspx>. 
s, 2016. Web. 8 Feb. 2017.
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Large mature trees provide substantial shade along the east side of the park and in the children's play area. There are no parkways on 
the streets surrounding the park and no trees providing shade in spectator areas between the fields or on the north side of the park. 
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I-TREE CALCULATIONS
2,500 points classified into 9 cover classes

i
% COVERAGECOVER CLASS DESCRIPTION POINTS CLASSIFIEDBENEFIT DESCRIPTION VALUE =/- SE AMOUNT =/- SEi i i i

22.90%Tree Cover Trees 573$6.00Carbon Monoxide Removed Annually 

Nitrogen Dioxide Removed Annually 

Ozone Removed Annually

9.03 lb.+/- 0.22 +/- 0.33 i

Groundcover Permeable, Non-Trees 59.00%1477$33.21 57.76 lb.+/- 1.22 +/- 2.12

i
Unpaved Non-Vegetation 

Buildings

Permeable Groundcover 5.35%$1,781.57 134320.99 lb.+/- 65.36 +/- 11.78 i
Impermeable Structures

Impermeable

Impermeable

Impermeable

Permeable

4.27%107Particulate Matter <2.5 microns 
Removed Annually $456.78 4.85 lb.+/- 16.76 +/- 0.18

0.00%Streets 0

$2.08Sulfur Dioxide Removed Annually 11.64 lb.+/- 0.08 +/- 0.43
Parking Lots 5.71%143

Particulate Matter >2.5 microns and 
<10 microns Removed Annually

Paved Paths 2.79%70
$254.10 81.36 lb.+/-9.32 +/- 2.98

0.00%Water 0
Carbon Dioxide Sequestered Annually 
in Trees

i
$882.69 +/- 32.38 24.41 T +/- 0.90 Impermeable Paved Courts 0.00%Sports Courts 0

Carbon Dioxide Stored in Trees
(Note: This benefit is not annual rate) $17,449.65 +/- 640.19 482.58 T +/- 17.70

POINTS CLASSIFIED SURFACE COVERAGE

IT* A
ms•F f'T*C>

O Points Classifiedl T TV [ii

iLWy Groundcover*

Tree Cover-
> Erfv Unpaved Non-Vegetation 

Paved Paths

1:il

u i
' ~ ■ Asphalt [streets, parking lots, sports

Buildings

Water

Jrts]
s ii•fj*: «•

■cj * :, f iiFA Jt A-
V,

kgtZ -W TSOI
X

TliJ111

■

$is-:

A* >
u1

1 ;■ Ii }rT'
Ml.'sms A* i

.* m. i-Tree Canopy. i-Tree Sc tware Sl v5.x. (n.d.). Web. Avail 
=.org/survey.php?>, (a

t: < http://canopy. 
■ d 3 January 2017)

POLLUTION SEQUESTRATION
The orange dots on the diagram show the points that were selected for sequestration readings in the iTree calculation method. The tree 
canopy is primarily located on the east and south sides of the park and provides 23% coverage of the entire park. The trees provide 
valuable services storing tons of carbon dioxide and removing many pollutants from the air. The trees not only sequester 9 pounds of 
carbon monoxide annually, but as well a number of other pollutants, including nitrogen dioxide (57.8 pounds), ozone (321 pounds), 
particulate matter (4.9 pounds), sulfur dioxide (11.6 pounds). They also sequester 24.4 tons of carbon dioxide in trees annually.
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PERMEABILITY + % SURFACE COVERAGE
The I-Tree software analyses the type of land cover and its permeability. Approximately 13% of the park is covered with impermeable 
surfaces in walks, parking lots and buildings. 87% is covered by trees, turf and other permeable ground cover. All storm water in the park 
and the surrounding areas is collected in sub surface storm drain infrastructure. It ultimately enters the Los Angeles River.
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Low Permeability 

Potential Run-off

| | Buildings

Water Flow 

Groundwater Wells

STORMWATER TRANSFER & RETENTION POTENTIAL
The Winnetka Recreation Center can operate as a receptor for storm water from the local shopping area to the south (although water 
would have to be pumped, since the natural water flow is in the opposite direction). Winnetka Avenue and Roscoe Boulevard could be 
enhanced with vegetated bio-swales and work with a network of other permeable surfaces throughout the neighborhood, including the 
Good Shepherd Valley Church, to aid in groundwater infiltration.
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Chase Street

Winnetka Avenue

Winnetka Recreation Center

Los Angeles Fire Department Station 104

Roscoe Boulevard

LOCAL CRIME (Compstat 5-month period 2016-17)
According to LA Compstat mapping there were 66 crimes reported within B mile of the park between August 8th 201 6 and January 8, 
201 7. Just over half of these crimes were vehicle break-ins, theft from vehicles and larceny/theft. Of the remaining crimes they were 
almost equally composed of assault, burglary and motor vehicle theft, with a small additional number of robberies. The vast majority of 
all of the crimes occurred on Roscoe Boulevard half a block south of the park. Only two of the crimes, a burglary and a theft occurred 
adjacent to the park.
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04_SUN VALLEY 
RECREATION CENTERInterpretative Maps: Sun Valley Park

L.A. Recreation & Parks Condition Survey & Report Card
Neighborhood Scale

KH
CONSULTING
GROUP
MANAGEMENT
CONSULTANTS

OotDL

KH Consulting Group (KH), 1901 Avenue of the Stars, Suae 200, Los Angefes CA 90067 
Telephone: 310/203-5417 FAX: 310/203-5419 Emai: gayta@khcg.com Web S&e: www.KHConsuftmgGroup.com
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ACCESSIBLE 
PUBLIC SPACE

UNDERUTILIZED 
PUBLIC SPACE

SEMI-ACCESSIBLE
SPACE

UNDERUTILIZED 
PRIVATE SPACE

i

Sol Del Valle Christian-

Vulcan Materials-

Village Christian Schools

L

Verdugo Mountain Park

a

La Tuna Canyon Lateral 5

Over & Over Ready Mix

Sun Valley Recreation Center

r
Roscoe Elementary School— 

Glenwood Elementary School' 

Arminta St Elementary School-

5;

bLOur Lady of the Holy Rosary

Bob Hope Airport

1Camellia Ave Elementary School

Sun Valley Middle School

ACCESS & POTENTIAL GREEN NETWORK
Accessible Public Space 

Underutilized Public Space 

Semi-Accessible Space 

Underutilized Private Space

Highways ““ Sun Valley Recreation Center

L ©Sun Valley Recreation Center is served by Metro bus lines running on San Fernando and Vineland Avenues. There are no bike lanes or 
trails in proximity to this park. The park is less than a quarter mile from the Golden State Freeway (US 5) providing regional auto access. 
Sun Valley Park is within easy walking distance of a single-family residential area on the north and apartments on the south side. A 
concrete mixing plant and County owned property are located on the west side of the park, retail and industrial development are located 
east of the park. The park is adjacent to large lightly developed parcels being used as a concrete plant, truck-parking yard, dump and 
golf center. It is less than three quarters of a mile from Bob Hope Airport in Burbank, and less than a mile from the foothills of the San 
Gabriel Mountains. In the future the park open space could be expanded substantially.
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HIGH POTENTIAL 
PERMEABILITY

MEDIUM POTENTIAL 
PERMEABILITY

LOW POTENTIAL 
PERMEABILITY

o
Vulcan Materials

-Village Christian Schools'

Verdugo Mountain Park

La Tuna Canyon Lateral

oBioswales on North-South Streets

tvv.*.Over & Over Ready Mix-

Sun Valley Recreation Center

. » . . .

_Glenwood Elementary School

Arminta St Elementary School

Our Lady of the Holy Rosary

Bob Hope Airport *

Bioswales on East-West Streets .j

-V-North-South Streets'

Camellia Ave Elementary School

Sun Valley Middle School

Potential Permeability 

High Permeability 

PV Medium Permeability 

Low Permeability

Existing Permeability 

High: 127 L OSun Valley Recreation Center r i
0' 1,500' 3,000'

RECHARGE POTENTIAL
USGS Land Cover Database, 2010, Av ! at: < http:// 

ta.php> (acc
er.usgs.g°v/

Existing parks, unpaved areas at the Bob Hope Airport and the lightly developed parcels adjacent to Sun Valley Park are all existing 
areas with high permeability. Major streets in the area along with Sun Valley Park and Verdugo Mountain Park have high potential for 
increased permeability.
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URBAN FOREST COVER
LA County GIS Data Portal, Tree Canopy Raster (2006), 

(online) Available at: <http://egis3.lacounty.gov/dataportal/201 0/1 2/23/tre
py-raster-2006-data/> (accessed 7 August, 2016)

The urban forest canopy is fairly consistent in the residential areas surrounding the park, heavier in the apartment complex than other 
single-family areas. The urban canopy increases in density in the mountain and foothill areas. It is dramatically absent in the large 
asphalt parking lots at the local shopping centers, industrial areas, quarries, LA County owned property, and at the Bob Hope Airport. 
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Sun Valley Recreation Center is located in the northeast San Fernando Valley, south of San Fernando Boulevard, and the Golden 
State Freeway, less than one mile from Burbanks Bob Hope Airport and close to the foothills of the Verdugo Mountains. The park is 
sandwiched between retail and industrial uses on the east, a recycling site on the west and residential neighborhoods on the north and 
south. Sun Valley has a relatively young median age and high household size compared to the rest of the City (http://maps.latimes.com/ 
neighborhoods/neighborhood/sun-valley/ accessed Jan. 21, 2017).
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g
The center portion of the park is occupied by baseball and softball fields, a synthetic turf soccer field, basketball courts, tennis courts, 
the recreation center building and pool. Parking is located on the north and south perimeters. A large maintenance yard is located in 
the northwest portion of the park. The park perimeters are heavily forested with picnic areas and a jogging path.
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SourcePARK VEGETATION & SECTION
"Plant Fi r." Missouri Botanical Garden. Missouri Botanical Garden, 2017.

Within the park there is a limited palette of Coastal Live Oak, Jacaranda, and Pine trees. They are concentrated on the perimeter and 
provide significant shade for picnic and informal use areas. Parking lots, playing fields and buildings in the park reduce the areas of tree 
canopy cover. A very large storm water infiltration structure is located under a recently constructed synthetic turf field.
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Permeable Low Potential | 

Impermeable High Potential 

Impermeable Medium Potential

Impermeable Roads 8 Feb. 2017. <1

. San Marcos Growers, 2016. Web. 8 Feb. 
<http://www.smgrowers.com/products/pls
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TREE CANOPY
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(2005) (on

, 2016,R Parks Dep , LAR-IAC Tree C 
dataportal/2010/1 2/23/ 
accessed 22 July 2016) 
ble at: < http://canopy. 
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py
There are large mature Pine, Oak, Ash, Sycamore, Elm, Eucalyptus, Crepe Myrtle, Tipuana and other trees in the park. The large 
mature trees provide substantial shade while smaller flowering trees, and those affected by the drought are less effective. There are no 
sidewalks on the streets surrounding the south, west and north sides of the park and therefore very few formal street trees.
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I-TREE CALCULATIONS
2,500 points classified into 9 cover classes

i % COVERAGECOVER CLASS DESCRIPTION POINTS CLASSIFIEDBENEFIT DESCRIPTION VALUE =/- SE AMOUNT =/- SE

28.60%Tree Cover Trees 717$8.33Carbon Monoxide Removed Annually 

Nitrogen Dioxide Removed Annually 

Ozone Removed Annually

12.53 lb.+/- 0.26 +/- 0.40

Groundcover Permeable, Non-Trees 39.90%1000$46.08 80.14 lb.+/- 1.45 +/- 2.53

Unpaved Non-Vegetation 

Buildings

Permeable Groundcover 14.70%$2,471.96 369445.38 lb.+/- 77.99 +/- 14.05

Impermeable Structures

Impermeable

Impermeable

Impermeable

Impermeable

Impermeable Paved Courts

2.40%60Particulate Matter <2.5 microns 
Removed Annually $633.79 6.73 lb.+/- 20.00 +/- 0.21

0.60%Streets 15

$2.89Sulfur Dioxide Removed Annually 16.15 lb.+/- 0.09 +/- 0.51
Parking Lots 2.76%69

Particulate Matter >2.5 microns and 
<10 microns Removed Annually

Paved Paths 5.95%149
$352.57 112.89 lb.+/- 11.12 +/- 3.56

Sun Valley Park Pool 

Sports Courts

0.88%22
Carbon Dioxide Sequestered Annually 
in Trees
Carbon Dioxide Stored in Trees 
(Note: This benefit is not annual rate)

i
$1,224.75 +/- 38.64 33.87 T +/- 1.07 4.11%103

$24,211.70 +/- 763.85 669.58 T +/- 21.12
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nopy.\ V >ls.org/s er 20

POLLUTION SEQUESTRATION
The orange dots on the diagram show the points that were selected for sequestration readings in the iTree calculation method. The tree 
canopy located on the perimeters of the park covers 28.6% of the entire park. The trees provide valuable services storing tons of carbon 
dioxide and removing many pollutants from the air. The trees not only sequesters 12.5 pounds of carbon monoxide annually, but as well 

imber of other pollutants, including nitrogen dioxide (80 pounds), ozone (445 pounds), particulate matter (6.7 pounds), sulfur dioxide 
(16 pounds). It also sequesters 33.9 tons of carbon dioxide in trees annually.
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PERMEABILITY + % SURFACE COVERAGE
The I-Tree software analyses the type of land cover and its permeability. Approximately 25% of the park is covered with impermeable 
surfaces in walks, parking lots, buildings the pool and sports courts. 73% is covered by trees, turf and other permeable ground cover.
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The Los Angeles DPW Watershed Management Division completed a project in the park to collect, filter and infiltrate storm water from 
the park and surrounding neighborhood. There are two underground infiltration basins under the park that are designed to reduce the 
impacts of a 100-year flood event. The system is designed to recharge 30 acre-feet of water per year, (http://www.watereducation.org/ 
sites/main/files/file-attachments/2006springrunoffrundown.pdf accessed Jan 20, 2017) This water could be stored, treated and used for 
park irrigation. It is a valuable proto type for parks with similar potential. In future these facilities should be designed with the capacity 
to support trees to avoid loss of canopy potential.
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LOCAL CRIME (Compstat 5-month period 2016-17) 0' 400' 800'• Crime

According to LA Compstat Crime mapping there were 53 crimes reported between September 4, 2106 and February 4, 2017 
a one-half mile radius of the park. Almost half of the crimes in the vicinity of the park were vehicle break ins and assaults. Most of the 
crimes were reported on the major streets near the park including Vineland and San Fernando Boulevards. There were very few crimes 
reported adjacent to this park.
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05 VALLEY PLAZA PARKInterpretative Maps: Valley Plaza Park
L.A. Recreation & Parks Condition Survey & Report Card

Neighborhood Scale
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GROUT
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OotDL

KH Con suing Group (KH), 1901 Avenue of tie Stars, Sirte 200, Los Angeles CA 90067 
Telephone 310/203-5417 FAX: 310/203-5419 Emai: gayta@khcg com Web S«e: www.KHConsu6ngGroup.coni
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i©
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Valley Plaza Recreation Center is accessible by auto via the 170 Hollywood Freeway. There is public transit (bus lines) in the neighborhood 
on major boulevards surrounding the park. Pedestrian access is relatively good. Adjacent neighborhoods have sidewalks but crossing 
busy multi lane boulevards with standard crosswalks is required to reach the park. Some close by residents have much longer travel 
distances due to cul-de-sacs and other streets that do not provide direct connections to the park. There is a potential public network 
of green spaces that extends far beyond the park itself and could encompass underutilized open spaces that could creatively become 
park of the City portfolio.
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Bus Lines Water 0' 1,500'

O Bus Stops
d Parks Department, LARIAC B 

Footprint, (online) Available at: <http:// http://geohub.lacity.org/ > (accessed 22 
July 2016)

LA City Geohub, 2016,Recreati ng
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USGS L; d Cover Database, 2010, Available at: < http:

landcoverdata.php> (accessed 22 July 201
.usgs.gov/

Existing parks, the right-of-way along the 170 Freeway, the Tujunga Greenbelt and the electrical transmission line right-of-way are all 
existing areas with high permeability. Major streets in the area along with the network of schools and underutilized private spaces have 
potential for increased permeability.
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URBAN FOREST COVER
LA County GIS Data Portal, Tree Canopy Raster (2006), 

(online) Available at: <http://egis3.lacounty.gov/dataportal/2010/12/23/tree-cano- 
py-raster-2006-data/> (accessed 7 August, 2016)

The Valley Plaza Park neighborhood has a fairly even urban forest cover, except for the industrial area that straddles the rail corridor 
just north of the park and the area immediately southeast of the park. Within the park itself there are sporadic clusters of cover. The 
predominance of active recreational programming in the park requires tree-free clearings.
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Valley Park Plaza, located in the Valley Glen neighborhood, is bisected by the 170 Hollywood Freeway, bordered on the north by Sherman 
Way, on the east Laurel Grove Avenue and on the west by Whitsett Avenue. In the northern section, a pedestrian bridge connects the 
two recreational areas, helping to ameliorate the dividing of the park by the highway. The neighborhood primarily consists of low-rise 
residential fabric, with an industrial area to the north spanning the rail-lines. There are apartment blocks along Whitsett Avenue and 
scattered commercial and institutional buildings throughout the area.
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VALLEY PLAZA PARK (southern section)
Map data ©2015 Google, October 15, 2016

The southern section of the park is more consistently developed with single-family residential houses. Apartments are limited to the 
north end of the park south of Vanowen Street on the east and the west. The southern border of the park is formed by the ramps of the 
State Route 170 and Victory Boulevard interchange.
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The northern section of Valley Plaza Park has multiple sub areas including the Whitsett Fields complex with eight soccer fields, five 
baseball and softball fields, a decomposed granite running path, outdoor exercise machines and four parking lots. It also contains the 
Valley Plaza Library and the Valley Sports office. Since the park is bisected by the freeway, there is a pedestrian bridge connecting the 
eastern and western sections.
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"Valley Plaza Park" Valley Plaza Park | City of Los Angeles Department of Recre- 
ition and Parks. City Of Los Angeles Department of Recreation and Parks, 2017.

Web. 5 . 2017.
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"Valley Pl Park | City of Los Angeles Department of R 
d Parks. City Of Los Angeles Department of Recreation and Parks, 2017.

Park" Valley Pl
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Vanowen Street

Valley Plaza Swimming Pool

Parking Lot

Valley Plaza Recreation Center

Basketball Courts [2] 

Playground ----------

Baseball Fields [2]

Central Branch Tujunga Wash

Tennis Courts [4]

Parking Lot

Victory Valley Childcare Center

SITE PLAN (southern section)
The southern section of Valley Plaza Park has a baseball and softball field, four tennis courts, two basketball courts, an open-air swimming 

pool, children's playground a recreation center with an indoor gym, three parking lots and a childcare center.
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Bob Hope Airport Flight Path [airport located 3 miles east of the site] >
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170 Hollywood Freeway [10 lanes]
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California Pepper Tree 
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I
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VALLEY PLAZA PARK CROSS SECTION (northern section) Impermeable Low Potential 

| | Buildings
L OPermeable Public Space 

Permeable High Potential

California Native 

Good Shade Canopy 

Low Water Needs 

66 Medium Water Needs 

666 High Water Needs

r i
The northern portion of Valley Plaza Park is distinctly different on the east and west sides of the 170 freeway. The east side of the park is 
primarily a series of large informal spaces with many trees and plantings along the right of way of the freeway. Large pines, Tipuanas and 
Ash trees create groves and frame open spaces. They provide ample shade. Smaller ornamental trees are ineffective at establishing a 
sense of scale or providing shade. On the west side of the park there are large Oaks, California Pepper trees, Sycamores and Ash trees 
on the perimeter of the park. The Whitsett sports field complex is currently under construction without provision for shade trees. On 
both sides of the freeway the parkland slopes down from the elevated freeway into flat spaces. A pedestrian bridge links the park over

P05-12

0' 400' 800'
Source 

’Gar'de’n, '2*0*17'. Web. 
algarden.org/plantfinder/plantfinder-

: Information. San Marcos Growers, 2016. Web. 8 Feb. 2017. 
<http://www.smgrowers.com/products/plants>.
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VALLEY PLAZA PARK CROSS SECTION (southern section) oPermeable Public Space 

Permeable High Potential

California Native 

Good Shade Canopy 

Low Water Needs

r i
0' 400' 800'

The southern portion of Valley Plaza Park is distinctly different on the east and west sides of the 170 freeway. The east side of the park is 

primarily a series of recreational fields, pool and bathhouse. Mature large oak, eucalyptus and pine are located along the park perimeter 

and adjacent to the park buildings. There are trees and the plantings along the right of way of the freeway but they are not nearly as 

dense as the space could support. On the west side of the freeway there are large mature trees with unstructured turf areas below the 

freeway right of ways slopes. The park slopes gently to the west and the adjacent streets.
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6Permeable Medium Potential
"Plant Fi 
8 Feb. 2017. <http://www.m

r" Missouri Botani l Garden, 2017. Web. 
algarden.org/plantfinder/plantfinder-

Information. San Marcos Growers, 2016. Web. 8 Feb. 2017. 
<http://www.smgrowers.com/products/plants>.

Garden. Mis i Bota
66 Medium Water Needs 

666 High Water Needs
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Park Tree Canopy 

Neighborhood Tree Canopy 

| Buildings 

-----Park

L Or iTREE CANOPY (northern section) 0' 400' 800'

Trees are primarily located along the perimeters of the park, where they provide effective canopy cover creating shade, screening views 

of the freeway and adjacent buildings and assisting with park storm water management. Adjacent to the park, there is sparse canopy 

cover, with trees clearly only being planted on individual lots. There is an absence of all vegetation in the most northern portion of the 

neighborhood due to the industrial nature of the area.
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LA City Geohub, 2016,Recreation and Parks Department, LAR-IAC Tree Canopy 
(2005) (online) Available at: < http://egis3.

tree-canopy-raster
lacounty.gov/dataportal/201 
-2006-data/ > (accessed 22 July 2016) 

i-Tree Canopy i-Tree Software Suite v5x (n.d.). Web. Available at: < http://canopy.
itreetools.org/survey.php?>, (accessed 29 October 2016)
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Park Tree Canopy 

Neighborhood Tree Canopy 

| Buildings 

-----Park

L Or i
0' 400' 800'

TREE CANOPY (southern section)
LA City Geohub, 2016,Recreation and Parks Department, LAR-IAC Tree Canopy 

(2005) (online) Available at: < http://egis3.
tree-canopy-raster

The tree canopy in the south is more sporadic. The western section of the park is heavily vegetated since there is little park program and 
in the eastern section the trees are concentrated towards the western edge. In the neighborhood, the pattern is similar to the northern 
section, with trees primarily being planted on individual residential lots. There is also tree canopy evident in the highway cloverleaf 
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lacounty.gov/dataportal/201 
-2006-data/ > (accessed 22 July 2016) 

i-Tree Canopy i-Tree Software Suite v5x (n.d.). Web. Available at: < http://canopy.
itreetools.org/survey.php?>, (accessed 29 October 2016)
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I-TREE CALCULATIONS
5,000 points classified into 9 cover classes

COVER CLASS DESCRIPTION POINTS CLASSIFIED % COVERAGEBENEFIT DESCRIPTION VALUE =/- SE AMOUNT =/- SE— — — —

Tree Cover Trees 1904 34.00%Carbon Monoxide Removed Annually 44.33 lb.$29.45 +/- 0.51 +/- 0.77 i

Groundcover Permeable, Non-Trees 2038 44.90%Nitrogen Dioxide Removed Annually 244.88 lb.$53.31 +/- 0.92 +/- 4.23

Unpaved Non-Vegetation PermeableOzone Removed Annually 
Particulate Matter <2.5 microns 
Removed Annually

1,891.62 lb. 403$2,448.39 +/- 42.33 +/- 32.70 i
Buildings Impermeable Structures 120 2.40%96.64 lb.$5,125.73 +/- 88.61 +/- 1.67

ImpermeableStreets 25 0.70%Sulfur Dioxide Removed Annually 120.38 lb.$8.03 +/- 0.14 +/- 2.08

Parking Lots Impermeable 242Particulate Matter >2.5 microns and 
<10 microns Removed Annually 536.88 lb.$1,676.76 +/- 28.99 +/- 9.28 Paved Paths Impermeable 194 3.20%

Carbon Dioxide Sequestered Annually 
in Trees

Central Branch Tujunga Wash Waterway 82 1.64%
$7,073.00 +/- 122.28 195.61 T +/- 3.38

Impermeable Paved CourtsSports Courts 94
Carbon Dioxide Stored in Trees 
(Note: This benefit is not annual rate) $178,332.38 +/- 3,083.05 4,931.85 T +/- 85.26

V1
POINTS CLASSIFIED SURFACE COVERAGE

•; - O Points Classified

£ y tStf M 'iC: Groundcover

||s,‘fy y * Tree Cover
■STj Unpaved Non-Vegetation* Paved Paths

ii;

•i r» /, mk

f

i Asphalt [streets, parking lots, sports courts] 

BuildingsJhtXx
Water>»1

£-

■m

M&. 7V i-Tree Canopy. i-Tree Software Suite v5.x. (n.d.). Web. Available at: < http://canopy.
itreetools.org/survey. php?>, (accessed 28 December 2016)

POLLUTION SEQUESTRATION PERMEABILITY + % SURFACE COVERAGE
The orange dots on the diagram show the points that were selected for sequestration readings in the iTree calculation method. The 
tree canopy is primarily located on the park perimeters and provides 40% coverage of the entire park. The trees not only sequesters 44 
pounds of carbon monoxide annually, but as well a number of other pollutants, including nitrogen dioxide (245 pounds), ozone (1,892 
pounds), particulate matter (97), sulfur dioxide (120 pounds). It also sequesters 197 tons of carbon dioxide in trees annually.

P05-20

The I-Tree software analyses the type of land cover and its permeability. Approximately 12.7% of the park is covered with impermeable 
surfaces in paved paths, parking lots, buildings and sports courts. 87.6% is covered by trees, permeable ground cover and the Central 
Branch Tujunga Wash. Although if groundwater recharge is infeasible in this park based on soil conditions the vegetated areas in the 
park could be more effectively configured to filter storm water as it passes through the park.

P05-21
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Water Flow 

Groundwater Wells

0' 400' 800'

STORMWATER TRANSFER & RETENTION POTENTIAL (northern section)
County Department of Public Works, Historical Well 

surement Data (2008) (online) Available at: 
ty.gov/generalwells/#> (accessed 25 October 2016) 

i-Tree Canopy. i-Tree Software Suite v5.x. (n.d.). Web. Available at: < http://canopy.
itreetools.org/survey.php?>, (accessed 29 October 2016)

Groundwater ls, 2016,1
The Valley Plaza Recreation Center can operate as a receptor for storm water from the industrial parks and an extensive auto auction 
site north of Sherman Way. There could be a network of permeable surfaces throughout the neighborhood, including the Hollywood 
Freeway rights of ways, and the railroad corridor to aid in groundwater infiltration.
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< http://dpw.la
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STORMWATER TRANSFER & RETENTION POTENTIAL (southern section) 0' 400' 800'

The Valley Plaza Recreation Center can operate as a receptor for storm water from the shopping center east of St. Clair Avenue. Whitsett 
Avenue is the major boulevard that could be enhanced with vegetated bio-swales to be part of a network of permeable surfaces 
throughout the neighborhood, including the Roy Romer Middle School, Hollywood Freeway rights of ways, to aid in groundwater 
infiltration.
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L O-----ParkLOCAL CRIME (COMPSTAT 5 month period 2016 - 17) (northern section) r i

0' 400' 800'
According to LA Compstat Crime mapping there were 109 crimes reported between September 4, 2106 and February 4, 2017 within a 
one half mile radius of the park. Almost half of the reported crimes were vehicle break in/thefts and larceny. There was a high incidence 
of assault compared with other areas in this study. Most of the crimes reported close to the park were vehicle thefts and break-ins. The 
remainder of the crimes reported in the area were fairly evenly distributed within the one-half mile area. The highest densities of crimes 
in the area were reported on the major boulevards including Whitsett, Laurel Canyon and Vanowen.
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Citat http://www.crimemapping.com/map/ca/losangeles, accessed on Feb 4, 201
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Vanowen Street
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LOCAL CRIME (southern section)
See text on page 32.
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06 MACARTHURPARK

Interpretative Maps: MacArthur Park
L.A. Recreation & Parks Condition Survey & Report Card Neighborhood Scale

KH
CONSULTING
GROUP
MANAGEMENT
CONSULTANTS

OotDL

KH Consulmg Group (KH), 1901 Avenue of the Stars, Sufe 200, Los Angeles CA 90067 
Telephone: 310/203-5417 FAX: 310/203-5419 Emai: gayta@khcg.com Web Sice: www.KHConsulSngGroup.com
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Accessible Public Space 
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Semi-Accessible Space 

Underutilized Private Space

i©
Highways MacArthur ParkACCESS & POTENTIAL GREEN NETWORK r i
Bus Lines 0' 1,500'

The park is accessible by auto via the 101 Hollywood Freeway and the 110 Pasadena Freeway. MacArthur Park is served by the red 
and purple Metro subway lines and a number of bus lines with numerous bus stops in the immediate vicinity of the park. It has good 
pedestrian access, although there is the usual difficulty of having to cross busy Los Angeles downtown streets. Bicycle connectivity 
is poor. There are a number of smaller parks and schools dispersed throughout the dense urban fabric that could become a more 
systematic network of green spaces.
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O Bus Stops
LA City Geohub, 2016,Recreation and Parks Department, LARIAC Building 

Footprint, (online) Available at: <http:// http://geohub.lacity.org/ > (accessed 22 
July 2016)

Bike Lanes
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MacArthur Park r iHigh: 127RECHARGE POTENTIAL 0' 1,500'

The north side of MacArthur Park slopes from 6th street on the north to Wilshire Boulevard on the south. A level area was created to 
accommodate a synthetic turf soccer field. The synthetic turf field drainage course could be used as a filtration medium and detention 
facility for storm water. The lake on the south side of Wilshire Boulevard was originally an alkali swamp. It could be improved with 
filtration wetlands to filter run off similar to the Proposition O project constructed at Echo Park Lake.
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USGS L; d Cover Database, 2010, Available at: < http:
landcoverdata.php> (accessed 22 July 201

.usgs.gov/
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URBAN FOREST COVER
LA County GIS Data Portal, Tree Canopy Raster (2006), 

(online) Available at: <http://egis3.lacounty.gov/dataportal/2010/12/23/tree-cano- 
py-raster-2006-data/> (accessed 7 August, 2016)

Urban forest and tree canopy is sparse outside of the parks in this neighborhood. Few streets have good quality or consistent street 
trees. Large parcels occupied by schools and hospitals have not contributed meaningfully to the urban forest. There are opportunities 
to increase forest cover in the parks, at public facilities and in higher density residential projects in the neighborhood.
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MacArthur Park is one of Los Angeles historic landmark parks, developed at the end of the 1800s. The City originally received the 35-acre 
mudhole and refuse dump in a land swap with George S. Patton Sr. (father of the World War II general). In 1934 a viaduct across the park 
connected the original length of Wilshire Boulevard with the last leg of the boulevard heading into downtown. It was called Westlake 
Park until its name was changed in 1942 (changed by the influence of William Randolph Hearst). The park is bordered by South Alvarado 
Street on the east, West 6th Street on the north, South Park View Street on the west and 7th Street in the south. There is parking along 
South Park View Street. A tunnel connects pedestrian paths between the north and south parts of the park under Wilshire Boulevard.
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SITE PLAN
"MacArthur Park" MacArth 

and Parks. City Of Los Angeles Department of Recreati
Park | City of Los Angeles Department of Recreation 

d Parks, 2017. Web.The MacArthur Park Lake is the centerpiece of the southern portion of the site; it has a circuitous path and in the past has included 
paddle boat rentals for water recreation. The northern portion of the park has active recreation (children's play areas, soccer, and exercise 
equipment). The Levitt Pavilion is the venue for a summer music series. There are picnic tables throughout the park.

P06-12

6 . . 2017.

P06-13



MacArthur Park Visual and Performing Arts Elementary

Los Angeles Onnuri Church

0

-10
MacArthur Park Lake

-20
Wilshire Boulevard

-30
Apartment Buildings

-40

-50

-60

-70

-80
_

-90

-100

NON-TURF VEGETATION INVENTORY

Trees
80'

;iPfc
70'

60'

'St
;...50'

40'

30'

20'

10'

Al
Pirn caria bidwilli 

Bunya Pine 
50-90'T

tophoemx Cedrus deod 
Deodor Cedar 

40-50'Tx30-40'W

Cinnamomum camphora 
Camphor 

50-60'Tx50'W

Ginkgo biloba 
Maidenhair Tree 
40-50'Tx25-30'W

Koelr paniculat 
Golden Rain Tree
30-40'Tx30-4

Lagerstroemia 
Crape Myrtle 

5-20'Tx5-18W

Magnolia gr 
Southern Magnolia 

60-80'Tx40W

Phoenix Canariensis 
Canary I 

30-40'Tx20-4

Platanus racemosa 
California Sycamore 

'Tx40-60'W

Quercus agrifolia 
Coast Live Oak 

40-60'Tx40-50'W

gtonia Robusta 
ican Fan Palm

la mimosi Pinus pinea 
Stone Pine 

0'Tx20-40'W
Can d Pine 
50-80'Tx20-35'W

King Palm d PalmLaurel Fig 
25-30'Tx35-40'W25-50Tx15-30'W 0'Tx8-12'W XT

•ass,6^66 66 6666* 6 66 66# 6* 66 66# 6 666# 6
PREDOMINANT

SPECIES

Shrubs

\ wl f "Jk Jt iV*- A

V* ! 
:

S'

4!
f/X. ■*Herr

6
6 Agave desmentia 

Smooth Agave ^ Aloe
Pittosporum tobira 

Mock Orange 6 66 66 6^66 Agapanthus 
Lily of the Nile 

1-2'TxW

Agave attenuata 
Fox Tail Agave

Aloe Leymus 'Canyon Prince' Salvia leucan Strelitzia reginae 
Bird of Paradise

Strelitzia 
Giant Bird of Paradi^6 Wild Rye Bush Sag

Impermeable Low Potential ^ 

| | Buildings

MacArthur Lake 

Impermeable Roads

Permeable Public Space 

Permeable High Potential 

Permeable Medium Potential 

Permeable Low Potential 

Impermeable High Potential 

Impermeable Medium Potential

L OCalifornia Native 

Good Shade Canopy 

Low Water Needs

PARK VEGETATION & SECTION r i
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MacArthur Park has some of the most diverse vegetation in the City park system. The park was originally planted with locally sourced 
materials. The palette was expanded as it became a popular Victorian strolling park. Today there are over 50 different species of trees in 
the park with a substantial number of historic and heritage trees. The park includes rare species including the African Sausage tree and 
Kafir Plum. Recent entry improvement projects have expanded the diversity of drought tolerant shrubs and grasses. The cross section 
illustrates the significant topography and shade in the park, and dense development surrounding the park..
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r." Missouri Botani Garden, 2017. Web. 
algarden.org/plantfinder/plantfinder-

: Information. San Marcos Growers, 2016. Web. 8 Feb. 2017. 
<http://www.smgrowers.com/products/plants>.
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There are a significant number of large mature trees in the park primarily on the west, east and north perimeters. Substantial shade is 
provided in the northwest corner of the park. Approximately 24% of the park is covered by tree canopy. Species include many varieties 
of palms, pines, coral, walnut, ficus and other rare and exotic specimens. The densest areas of tree canopy are located on the western 
side of the park. The center of the park is relatively open due to the locations of recreation facilities and the lake.
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LA City Geohub, 2016,Recreation and Parks Department, LAR-IAC Tree Canopy 
(2005) (online) Available at: < http://egis3.

tree-canopy-
ty.gov/dataportal/201 

-2006-data/ > (accessed 22 July 2016) 
i-Tree Canopy. i-Tree Software Suite v5x (n.d.). Web. Available at: < http://canopy.

itreetools.org/survey.php?>, (accessed 29 October 2016)
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I-TREE CALCULATIONS
2,500 points classified into 9 cover classes

COVER CLASS DESCRIPTION POINTS CLASSIFIED % COVERAGEBENEFIT DESCRIPTION VALUE =/- SE AMOUNT =/- SE XJ- J-

Tree Cover Trees 603 24.10%Carbon Monoxide Removed Annually 16.60 lb. +/- 0.59$11.03 +/- 0.39
i i

Groundcover Permeable, Non-Trees 690 27.6%Nitrogen Dioxide Removed Annually 106.18 lb.$61.06 +/- 2.17 +/- 3.77

Unpaved Non-Vegetation Permeable GroundcoverOzone Removed Annually 590.09 lb. 154$3,275.10 +/- 11 +/- 20.936.19

Buildings Impermeable Structures 20 0.80%Particulate Matter <2.5 microns 

Removed Annually

i

8.92 lb.$839.71 +/- 29.79 +/- 0.32
ImpermeableStreets 30 1.20%

Sulfur Dioxide Removed Annually 21.39 lb.$3.83 +/- 0.14 +/- 0.76
Parking Lots Impermeable 0.72%

Particulate Matter >2.5 microns and 

<10 microns Removed Annually
Paved Paths Impermeable 304 12.20%

149.57 lb.$467.12 +/- 16.57 +/- 5.31

MacArthur Park Lake Permeable 672 26.90%
Carbon Dioxide Sequestered Annually 

in Trees $1,622.67 +/- 57.57 44.88 T +/- 1.59 Impermeable Paved CourtsSports Courts 10 0.40%

Carbon Dioxide Stored in Trees 

(Note: This benefit is not annual rate) 887.13 T$32,078.03 +/- 1,137.99 +/- 31.47

POINTS CLASSIFIED SURFACE COVERAGE

f > i r f.
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• *•

A.n Mi WaterV

1
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/ -V'" ' <**5

: / • •• - mjf'

w SiSfcl .«
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*

T?■
■ ■ • Jt

O''*'
£ 'It/ i-Tree Canopy. i-Tree Software Suite v5x (n.d.). Web. Available at: < http://canopy.

itreetools.org/survey.php?>, (accessed 28 December 2016)*>>/a:

POLLUTION SEQUESTRATION PERMEABILITY + % SURFACE COVERAGE
The orange dots on the diagram show the points that were selected for sequestration readings in the iTree calculation method. The 
tree canopy is primarily located on the park perimeters and provides 24% coverage of the entire park. The trees provide valuable 
services storing tons of carbon dioxide and removing many pollutants from the air. The trees not only sequesters 16.6 pounds of carbon 
monoxide annually, but as well a number of other pollutants, including nitrogen dioxide (106 pounds), ozone (590 pounds), particulate 
matter (8.9 pounds), sulfur dioxide (21 pounds). It also sequesters 44.8 tons of carbon dioxide in trees annually.

P06-18

The I-Tree software analyses the type of land cover and its permeability. Approximately 15.3% of the park is covered with impermeable 
surfaces in paved paths, parking lots, buildings and sports courts. 78.6% is covered by trees, permeable ground cover and the MacArthur 
Lake. Although if groundwater recharge is challenging in this park based on soil conditions the vegetated areas in the park could be 
more effectively configured to filter storm water as it passes through the park.
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STORMWATER TRANSFER & RETENTION POTENTIAL
MacArthur Park can operate as a receptor for storm water from the neighborhood above. In this neighborhood there are no large-scale 
parking lots, school yards or large structures to contribute storm water run-off to the park. In this case water would need to be collected 
from adjacent streets, small-scale properties, roofs and parking lots to provide water for park irrigation.
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According to LA Compstat Crime mapping there were 653 crimes reported between September 4, 2106 and February 4, 2017 within 
a one-half mile radius of the park. The number of crimes within the one half mile radius is the second highest of any in this study. 
Most of the reported crimes were vehicle break-ins/thefts, assaults, larceny and robberies. Crime in this neighborhood was very evenly 
distributed geographically. Crimes immediately adjacent to the park included a high incidence of assaults with a deadly weapon and 
included one incident of rape. The greatest density of crimes near the park occurred on Alvarado Street.
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http://www.crimemapping.com/map/ca/losangeles, accessed . i. 15, 201
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07_SHATTO 
RECREATION CENTERInterpretative Maps: Shatto Park

L.A. Recreation & Parks Condition Survey & Report Card
Neighborhood Scale

KH
CONSULTING
GROUP
MANAGEMENT
CONSULTANTS

OotDL

KH Consulmg Group (KH), 1901 Avenue of the Stars, Sufe 200, Los Angeles CA 90067 
Telephone: 310/203-5417 FAX: 310/203-5419 Emai: gayta@khcg.com Web Sice: www.KHConsulSngGroup.com
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ACCESS & POTENTIAL GREEN NETWORK: SHATTO RECREATION CENTER
| Accessible Public Space 

^ Underutilized Public Space 

Semi-Accessible Space 

Underutilized Private Space

Highways Park

L ©Shatto Recreation Center is located in the densely populated Koreatown neighborhood. The park is the accessible by auto via the 101 
Hollywood Freeway and the major boulevards of Vermont Avenue and Third Street. Major bus lines run in both the east/west and north/ 
south directions within a half block of the park. A station for the Metro Red and Purple subway lines connecting downtown Los Angeles 
to the Westside and Hollywood is located a few blocks to the south at Vermont Avenue and Wilshire Boulevards. An east/west bicycle 
path is located on Third Street on the south side of the park. Pedestrian access from the surrounding neighborhood is good. While there 
are few large open spaces in the neighborhood with the potential to become permeable surfaces, there are a number of large asphalt 
parking lots, school-yards and wide streets that can become part of a permeable network.
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r i
Bus Lines ----- Water 0' 1,500' 3,000'

Source
O Bus Stops 

- “ Bike Lanes 

O Metro Station

LA City Geohub, 201 and Parks Department, LARIAC
> (,JA22

July 2016)
Footprint, (online) Available at: <http:// http:/.
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In this densely populated and developed neighborhood there are opportunities to increase groundwater recharge by collecting storm 
water and increasing permeability and infiltration in the park, on existing paved parking lots, on streets and in school-yards. Vermont, 
Virgil, Rampart, Occidental and Alvarado Avenues could all be accentuated as vegetated axes, interweaving a secondary network of 
green streets along Melrose Avenue, Temple Street, Beverly Boulevard, 3rd Street, 6th Street and Pico Boulevard.
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USGS Land Cover Database, 2010, Av at: < http:/
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22 July 20
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LA ' Raster (2006),
The urban forest cover is generally sparse, but denser to the east of the park than to the west. There are significant voids that correspond 
with large areas of asphalt in parking lots of shopping areas and/or industrial areas and freeways. Concentrations are visible in the nearby 
parks, including MacArthur, La Fayette and those in the northern hills (Bellevue Recreation Center and Madison West Park).
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Other Parks (online) Available at: <http://e ortal/201 0/1 2/23/tree-cano- 
> (accessed 7 August, 2016)
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SHATTO PARK 0' 400' 800'

Shatto Recreation Center is located in Little Bangladesh and Koreatown neighborhood. It is bordered by West 3rd Street on the north, 
West 4th Street on the south, Vermont Avenue on the West and South Westmoreland Avenue on the East. It is in a dense urban area 
with a mix of apartment buildings and commercial areas; there are few single-family houses in the neighborhood. The regular Cartesian 
street grid is disturbed along West 4th street, creating an S-curve that makes the sites footprint exceptional.
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Depart-g
The relatively small park is filled with numerous programs: a children's play area, indoor and outdoor lighted basketball courts, four 
lighted tennis courts, four shuttlecock courts, outdoor exercise equipment, a lighted baseball field, an auditorium, community room, 
stage and jogging path.
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Given Shatto Recreation Areas small size and compact arrangement it makes efficient use of space to provide substantial active recreation 
resources for the community. This limits the amount and diversity of vegetation in the park. There 
most of which are common ornamentals. Some of which provide dense shade. There 
topography slopes fairly gently from the east to the west. There is a significant elevation change from Third Street to the center of the 
park requiring stairs and ramps for handicapped access.
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are approximately 20 species of trees, 
are no native tree species in this park. The park

"Plant Fi Ga I. Mi Botanical Garden, 2017. Web.
Permeable Low Potential | 
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Impermeable Roads 8 Feb. 2017. <http:/ alga .org/plantfi r/pl
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----- Park

!. Or i
0' 400' 800'TREE CANOPY Source

The tree canopy is markedly different in the different areas surrounding the park: to the west and south it is most scarce whereas it is 
clearly denser in the northeast, with clusters of trees along South Westmoreland Avenue. Within the park itself, the tree canopy 
is not only on the perimeter, as in most of the parks, but also penetrates from the edges inwards, particularly in two distinctive eastern 
areas, helping to define the program and landscape definition.
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LA City Geohub, 2016,
(2005) (online) Available at: <

and Parks Department, LAR-IAC Tree Canopy 
>://egis3.laoounty.gov/dataportal/2010/1 2/23/ 
>y-raster-2006-data/ > (accessed 22 July 2016) 
/5.x. (n.d.). Web. Available at: < http://canopy. 
rg/survey.php?>, (accessed 29 October 2016)

i-Tree Canopy. i-Tree Software Suite
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I-TREE CALCULATIONS
2,500 points classified into 9 cover classes

% COVERAGECOVER CLASS DESCRIPTION POINTS CLASSIFIED iBENEFIT DESCRIPTION VALUE =/- SE AMOUNT =/- SE -

23.50%Tree Cover Trees 586$1.97Carbon Monoxide Removed Annually 

Nitrogen Dioxide Removed Annually 

Ozone Removed Annually

2.97 lb.+/- 0.07 +/- 0.11
i

Groundcover Permeable, Non-Trees 34.10%851$10.91 18.98 lb.+/- 0.39 +/- 0.69

Unpaved Non-Vegetation 

Buildings

Permeable Groundcover 7.93%$585.38 198105.47 lb.+/- 21.15 +/- 3.81
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0.44%Streets 11

$0.68Sulfur Dioxide Removed Annually 3.82 lb.+/- 0.02 +/- 0.14
Parking Lots 5.21%130

Particulate Matter >2.5 microns and 
<10 microns Removed Annually

Paved Paths 8.77%219
$83.49 26.73 lb.+/- 3.02 +/- 0.97

0.00%Water 0
Carbon Dioxide Sequestered Annually 
in Trees

i i
$290.03 +/- 10.48 8.02 T +/- 0.29 Impermeable Paved Courts 14.5%Sports Courts 363

Carbon Dioxide Stored in Trees 
Note: This benefit is not annual rate) $5,733.50 +/- 207.20 158.56 T +/- 5.73

POINTS CLASSIFIED SURFACE COVERAGE
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J £
Ii *

:0- Asphalt [streets, parking lots, sports courts]
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fri ■■ i** !Ii

T* l trtf I jRjfTTT > •' JI 71
3.11: I •i-Ji

i
I %4

m
i j

'•rtV- i-Tree Canopy. i-Tree Sc re Su ■ v5.x. (n.d.). Web. Av 
>ls.org/survey.php?>, (acc

i at: < http://canopy. 
28 December 2016)in 1i t

POLLUTION SEQUESTRATION
The orange dots on the diagram show the points that were selected for sequestration readings in the iTree calculation method. The 
tree canopy is primarily located on the park perimeters and provides 23.5% coverage of the entire park. The trees provide valuable 
services storing tons of carbon dioxide and removing many pollutants from the air. The trees not only sequesters 2.97 pounds of carbon 
monoxide annually, but as well a number of other pollutants, including nitrogen dioxide (18.9 pounds), ozone (105.5 pounds), particulate 
matter (1.6 pounds), sulfur dioxide (3.8 pounds). It also sequesters 8 tons of carbon dioxide in trees annually.
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PERMEABILITY + % SURFACE COVERAGE
The I-Tree software analyses the type of land cover and its permeability. Approximately 34.5% of the park is covered with impermeable 
surfaces in sidewalks, parking lots, buildings and sports courts. 65.5% is covered by trees, turf and other permeable ground cover.
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STORMWATER TRANSFER & RETENTION POTENTIAL
Shatto Recreation Center can operate as a receptor for storm water from the neighborhood to the north. In this neighborhood there 
are apartment complexes with large paved areas, large retail parking lots and buildings with substantial roof areas that could contribute 
storm water run-off to the park. Bio-swales on major boulevards could also contribute water for the park.
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3rd Street

Vermont Avenue

Shatto Recreation Center

4th Street

LOCAL CRIME (Compstat 5 month period 2016-17)
According to LA Compstat Crime mapping there were 566 crimes reported between September 4, 2106 and February 4, 2017 within 
a one-half mile radius of the park. The majority of crimes reported in the immediate vicinity of the park were vehicle break in/thefts, 
motor vehicle thefts, stolen bicycles, assaults and robberies. There were numerous incidents of larceny including shoplifting in the 
retail corridor along Vermont Avenue and Third Street. Crimes were reported in a fairly even geographic distribution within the one-half 
mile radius area but a much higher concentration were reported on the main boulevards of Vermont Avenue, Third Street and Wilshire 
Boulevard.
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08 PAN PACIFIC PARK

Interpretative Maps: Pan Pacific Park
L.A. Recreation & Parks Condition Survey & Report Card Neighborhood Scale

KH
CONSULTING
GROUP
MANAGEMENT
CONSULTANTS

OotDL

KH Consulmg Group (KH), 1901 Avenue of the Stars, Sufe 200, Los Angeles CA 90067 
Telephone: 310/203-5417 FAX: 310/203-5419 Emai: gayta@khcg.com Web Sice: www.KHConsulSngGroup.com
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SEMI-ACCESSIBLE
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PUBLIC SPACE
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=.BPoinsettia Recreation Center
Laurel ElementarySchool'

DMV-

Yeshiva Ohr Elchonon Chabad

IFairfax Senior Citizen Center — 

Melrose Ave Elementary School

1
Fairfax High School

Rosewood Gardens

Bais Yaakov School For Girls
1

CBS

L
I! _ oPan Pacific Park Set iriy8!

The Grove

Daniel Murphy High -------------------

Hancock Park ElementarySchool

LACMA-

La Brea Tar Pits

Carthay Circle Park

Cathedral Chapel ElementarySchool 

CarthayCtr ElementarySchool---------

/

Shalhevet High'

ACCESS & POTENTIAL GREEN NETWORK t* / CA
-APan Pacific Park is served by Metro bus lines running on Beverly and Third Streets adjacent to the park and on Fairfax Avenue one block 

to the west. There are no bike lanes on the perimeter of the park. The park is more than 2-and one-half miles away from any major 
freeway providing regional auto access. Pan Pacific Park is within easy walking distance of residential neighborhoods on the east, north 
and south sides that range from single-family houses to high-rise apartments. One of the largest shopping and entertainment centers in 
the City is located immediately to the west of the park. Pan Pacific is adjacent to Park La Brea, one of the few garden/high rise apartment 
complexes in Los Angeles, which has a substantial amount of open space as part of its campus. Other open spaces in this part of the city 
are elementary, middle and high schools, The Wilshire Country Club, Hancock Park and Poinsettia Park. If Pan Pacific Park was physically 
linked to the adjacent Park La Brea and Hancock park immediately to the south this could be an almost 200 acre contiguous open space. 
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jly20iQ Metro Station
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'

Permeability 
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High: 127 L OPark r i
0' 1,500' 3,000'Ri\

RECHARGE POTENTIAL
USGS Land Cover Database, 2010, : at: < http:// 

ta.php> (acc
er.usgs.gov/

Existing parks, low-density residential areas, schools and the Park La Brea complex are all areas with high existing permeability. Areas 
with high potential to become permeable surfaces for ground water recharge include east/west major streets, which could collect water 
if swales were added and existing surface parking lots. The low-lying fields in the park serve as a regional storm water detention facility. 
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The urban forest canopy is fairly consistent in the residential areas surrounding the park. It is dramatically absent in the large asphalt 
parking lots at the local shopping centers, film and TV studios, schools with large asphalt surfaces and the adjacent regional shopping 
and entertainment center. Within the park itself it there is a limited palette of Pine, Sycamore, Oak, Coral and Palm trees. They are 
concentrated on the perimeter and sloping edges of the park. Parking lots, playing fields and buildings in the park reduce the areas of 
tree canopy cover.
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LA County GIS Data Portal, Tree Canopy Raster (2006), 
(online) Available at: <http://egis3.laoounty.gov/dataportal/201 0/1 2/23/tree-c

py-raster-2006-data/> (aooessed 7 August, 2016)
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Pan Pacific Park is located in the Fairfax neighborhood on Third Street between La Brea Boulevard and Fairfax Avenue. It is next to the 
Grove one of the largest retail and entertainment centers in the City on the westside. It is just north of Park La Brea, one of the only

I on the east side of the park
_ ________ are located in the park. The

tages of never married adults in the County

0' 400' 800'
Source

high-rise and garden apartment complexes in the City. There is a low-density single-family neighborhood 
and dense multi-family apartments on the north
neighborhood has a relatively low average household size and one of the highest 
(http://maps.latimes.com/neighborhoods/neighborhood/fairfiax/accessed, Jan. 21

©2015 Google, Oot< 15,2016

;t percen 
, 2017).
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Beverly Boulevard

Parking Lot

Pan Pacific Recreation Center 

Basketball Court [2] --------------

Los Angeles Museum of the Holocaust 

Amphitheater-----------------------------------------

Children's Play Area

Parking Lot

Pan Pacific Pool

Baseball Field [4] 

3rd Street----------

SITE PLAN
The northern portion of the park is occupied by a large parking lot, recreational building, children's play area and basketball courts. 
Baseball and softball fields and amphitheater, the Library, pool and additional play areas are located in the middle of the park. The 
southern portion of the park, which is 20 feet below the adjacent street functions as a storm water detention area. Pathways throughout 
the park provide accessible connections and exercise paths.
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Pan Pacific Recreation Center 

The Grove Shopping Center -

0
Parking Lot
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PARK VEGETATION & SECTION
There is a wide variety of vegetation in this 32-acre park surrounded by large retail, commercial and residential uses. The park serves as a 
common landscape for active recreation, storm water detention, The Los Angeles Museum of the Holocaust, the Fairfax Branch Library, 
a senior center, the recreation building and the park aquatic center. All of these facilities have been developed and improved throughout 
the park's life. The plantings associated with each individual destination create a quilt of different styles and palettes. Within the park 
there are over twenty different tree species and while many are drought tolerant, very few are native to the local area. This park is unique 
in the case study series as it has a wide diversity of groundcover and shrub species used for ornamental purposes, slope stabilization and 
on the museum green roof. The park topography forms a bowl sloping steeply from the east and west sides to the center, and from the 
north to the south where storm water that is not absorbed by the park enters the City storm drain system.
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Park Tree Canopy 

Neighborhood Tree Canopy 

| Buildings 

----- Park

!. Or i
TREE CANOPY 0' 400' 800'

There are large mature Pine, Oak, Ash, Coral and other trees in the park. The large mature trees provide substantial shade while smaller 
flowering trees, palms and trees affected by the drought are less effective. Most of the large canopy trees are located on the west and 
south park perimeters and in the central area between various activities. There are no street trees on Beverly Boulevard. Queen Palms 
are planted on Third Street.
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LA City Geo! 
(2005) (onlin.

5, 2016,Rc id P; Department, LAR-IAC Tree Canopy 
portal/2010/1 2/23/ 
assed 22 July 2016)

ity.g<
-2006- laipy-r

i-Tree Canopy. i-Tree Sc : < http://oanopy.
s.org/sutvey.php?>, (a 29 October 20
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I-TREE CALCULATIONS
2,500 points classified into 9 cover classes

% COVERAGECOVER CLASS DESCRIPTION POINTS CLASSIFIED iBENEFIT DESCRIPTION VALUE =/- SE AMOUNT =/- SE

22.3%Tree Cover Trees 558$11.31Carbon Monoxide Removed Annually 

Nitrogen Dioxide Removed Annually 

Ozone Removed Annually

17.03 lb.+/- 0.42 +/- 0.64
i

Groundcover Permeable, Non-Trees 43.46%1438$62.62 108.90 lb.+/- 2.34 +/- 4.06

Unpaved Non-Vegetation 

Buildings

Permeable Groundcover 4.28%$3,359.06 107605.21 lb.+/- 125.32 +/- 22.58

Impermeable Structures

Impermeable

Impermeable

Impermeable

Impermeable

Impermeable Paved Courts

4.60%115Particulate Matter <2.5 microns 
Removed Annually $861.24 9.15 lb.+/- 32.13 +/- 0.34

0.40%Streets 10

$3.93Sulfur Dioxide Removed Annually 21.94 lb.+/- 0.15 +/- 0.82
Parking Lots 8.12%203

Particulate Matter >2.5 microns and 
<10 microns Removed Annually

Paved Paths 11.6%291
$479.10 153.40 lb.+/-17.87 +/- 5.72

Pan Pacific Park Pool 0.64%16
Carbon Dioxide Sequestered Annually 
in Trees

i i
$1,664.27 +/- 62.09 46.03 T +/- 1.72 4.60%Sports Courts 52

Carbon Dioxide Stored in Trees
(Note: This benefit is not annual rate) $32,900.42 +/- 1,227.48 909.87 T +/- 33.95

POINTS CLASSIFIED SURFACE COVERAGE

lit ‘ •<T

* w O Points Classifiedi
ideoverGr

Tree Cover
w

tk; .( H
Unpaved Non-Vegetation 

Paved Paths■r. .
ff:

-■ ■h'
Asphalt [streets, parking lots, sports

Buildings

Water

Jrts]

iiF

Hr V is f?
-r .p

•l;

Tkms* f
M

3 wtA
it

•••?:
V t

. i i-Tree Canopy. i-Tree Sc at: < http://oanopy.
!.org/suruey.php?>, (a 28 December 2016)

POLLUTION SEQUESTRATION
The orange dots on the diagram show the points that were selected for sequestration readings in the iTree calculation method. The tree 
canopy located on the perimeters of the park covers 22.3% of the entire park. The trees provide valuable services storing tons of carbon 
dioxide and removing many pollutants from the air. The trees not only sequesters 1 7 pounds of carbon monoxide annually, but as well a 

imber of other pollutants, including nitrogen dioxide (108.9 pounds), ozone (605 pounds), particulate matter (9 pounds), sulfur dioxide 
(21.9 pounds). It also sequesters 46 tons of carbon.
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PERMEABILITY + % SURFACE COVERAGE
The I-Tree software analyzes the type of land cover and its permeability. Approximately 30% of the park is covered with impermeable 
surfaces in walks, parking lots, buildings the pool and sports courts. 70% is covered by trees, turf and other permeable ground cover. 
Pan Pacific Park was designed in the 1980s to function as a storm water detention facility.
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or i
| | Buildings

Water Flow
STORMWATER TRANSFER & RETENTION POTENTIAL 0' 400' 800'

Pan Pacific Park already operates as an LA. County storm water retention facility. Beverly Boulevard and West 3rd Street could be 
enhanced with vegetated bio-swales and work with a network of other permeable surfaces throughout the neighborhood to aid in 
groundwater infiltration. The Grove could more effectively become a source of water for the park to alleviate drought conditions in the 
future.

Og, ldwater Wells
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Beverly Boulevard

Pan Pacific Recreation Center

3rd Street

LOCAL CRIME (Compstat 5-month period 2016-17)
According to LA Compstat Crime mapping there were 212 crimes reported between September 4, 2106 and February 4, 201 7 
one half mile radius of the park. 75% of the reported crimes were theft, larceny or theft from a motor vehicle. Most of these crimes were 
reported in the vicinity of one of the City's largest retail and entertainment developments known as the Grove, which is next to the park. 
Most of the other crimes in the area immediately surrounding the park were burglaries.
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09_ WESTWOOD 
RECREATION CENTERInterpretative Maps: Westwood Park

LA. Recreation & Parks Condition Survey & Report Card
Neighborhood Scale

KH
CONSULTING
GROUP
MANAGEMENT
CONSULTANTS

OotDL

KH Consulmg Group (KH), 1901 Avenue of the Stars, Sute 200, Los Angeles CA 90067 
Telephone: 310/203-5417 FAX: 310/203-5419 EmaS: gayta@khcg.cofn Web Site: www.KHConsuttngGroup.com
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\ACCESSIBLE 
PUBLIC SPACE

UNDERUTILIZED 
PUBLIC SPACE

SEMI-ACCESSIBLE
SPACE

UNDERUTILIZED 
PRIVATE SPACE /

\
\\V

/
UCLA 7 \

In \
\
\

Los Angeles National Cemetery \

\
\

<5Veterans Affairs Medical Center T.

\
\

.Fairburn Ave Elementary School.Westwood Memorial Park 
Westwood Gardens---------

\
-

Cloverleaf
v

*

s
7

\

\
7Westwood Recreation Center Or

LA Temple 7- \
'405

\ 7

V
A.Highway Easement

v
V

Westwood Elementary School
V a

7Saint Sebastian School 

University High School

\

\

7 7
Felicia Mahood Multipurpose Center -v

K \
Brockton Ave Elementary School 

Sterry Elementary School ---------- \\ \ \

\
7

Bundy Triangle

m
%

Stoner Recreation Center-

7ACCESS & POTENTIAL GREEN NETWORK
Accessible Public Space 

Underutilized Public Space 

Semi-Accessible Space 

Underutilized Private Space

Westwood Recreation Center is accessible by auto from the I-405. Public transit is available on bus lines running on the major boulevards 
on the west and north sides of the park. The park is about a mile and a half from the closest metro light rail station. The park is surrounded 
by dense multi-family neighborhoods on the south and the east. On the north the park is adjacent to the Federal Building and on the 
west side there are sports fields and a transitional housing facility. Most of the parking for the park is located along the west and north 
sides with a small additional lot located on the south east corner. Westwood Park is less than a mile from the Veteran's administration 
campus and cemetery, the UCLA campus and the Wilshire country club. Although these open spaces are not physically connected they 
are components of a significant open-space network.

P09-2

Highways Park

L ©r i
Bus Lines ----- Water 0' 1,500' 3,000'

O Bus Stops 

- “ Bike Lanes
LA City Geohub, 2016,Recre 

Footprint, (online) Available at: <http:// http://ge
and Parks Depa ent, LARIAC B 

b.laoity.org/ > (aooes
g

22
ly 20© Metro Station

P09-3

http://ge


HIGH POTENTIAL 
PERMEABILITY

MEDIUM POTENTIAL 
PERMEABILITY

LOW POTENTIAL 
PERMEABILITY

UCLA

Los Angeles National Cemetery

Veterans Affairs Medical Center

.Fairburn Ave Elementary School.Westwood Memorial Park 
Westwood Gardens---------

• •.Cloverleaf

Westwood Park
LA Temple

*.
Highway Easement

-t— ♦ • • •Westwood Elementary School

Saint Sebastian School 

University High School

Felicia Mahood Multipurpose Center

Brockton Ave Elementary School 

Sterry Elementary School ----------

Bundy Triangle

'
::

Stoner Recreation Center-

RECHARGE POTENTIAL
Permeability 

h Permeability 

jium Permeability 

' Permeability

Existing Permeability 

High: 127

P

L OWestwood Recreation Center covers 26.7 acres in a densely developed portion of West Los Angeles. Buildings, parking lots, tennis 
courts and accessible playgrounds cover almost half the park area. Sports fields, picnic areas and un programmed turf areas provide 
recharge access. A depressed turf field acts as a detention basin. The park is part of a larger permeable landscape including portions 
of the VA Campus, the VA Cemetery, the adjacent Federal Building and the nearby UCLA campus. Storm water recharge is the most 
cost efficient and easiest strategy to mitigate drought. Existing parks and all types of open space (including parking lots, etc.) have the 
potential to recharge the diminishing aquifer. Replacing impervious surfaces with porous surfaces, diverting runoff into permeable areas 
and introducing sub surface infiltration would increase local aquifer supplies.
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Westwood Park has great disparities in urban forest cover. Park sports fields, playing courts and parking lots have limited cover on their 
perimeters. Interior areas of the park have a high density of mature trees providing shade for pathways, picnic areas, informal gathering 
areas and playgrounds. Good planning early in the park history has provided significant cover from very large Redwood, Sycamore and 
Sweet gum trees. Recent drought conditions have stressed many of the trees in the park. Surrounding areas have a wide range of tree 
coverage from very little in dense commercial and multi family areas to very dense coverage in portions of the Veteran's administration 
campus and some of the remaining canyons in nearby Brentwood.
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0' 1,500' 3,000'10' Contours

LA County GIS Data Portal, Tree Canopy Raster (2006), 
(online) Available at: <http://egis3.laoounty.gov/dataportal/201 0/1 2/23/tre

py-raster-2006-data/> (accessed 7 August, 2016)
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Westwood Recreation Center is located in the Westwood neighborhood between Sepulveda and Veteran Boulevards on the east and 
west, south of Wilshire Boulevard and the Federal Building, and north of Ohio Avenue on the South. It is immediately east of the 405 
Freeway and south of one the most congested freeways in the region and one of the busiest surface intersections in the City. The park is 
surrounded on two sides by dense multi-family neighborhoods. It is less than a quarter mile from the West LA Veterans' Administration 
property and just over V2 mile from the UCLA campus. The neighborhood has a relatively low average household size and has a very 
high percentage of residents between the ages of 19 and 34, which is indicative of the presence of a large university community, (http:// 
maps.latimes.com/neighborhoods/neighborhood/westwood/accessed, Jan 21., 2017)
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The west portion of the park is occupied by a large parking lot, the recreation building and an extensive accessible childrens play area 
and picnic areas. On the west side of Sepulveda Boulevard there is a little league facility with limited access adjacent to the 405 Freeway. 
The center portion of the park includes multi use natural turf fields, a tennis center and synthetic turf field. The eastern side of the park 
includes a children's play area and informal picnic areas. The central portion of the park is depressed and functions as a storm water 
detention facility. Pathways throughout the park provide accessible connections and exercise paths.
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!, OWithin the park there is a limited palette of less than 20 species of trees including Coast Redwood, Sweetgum, Silk Floss and 
trees. There are very few locally native species and the most prevalent species have moderate water needs. The trees are e 
providing shade in the childrens play and picnic areas on the west side of the park. There are more open lawns and informal picnic areas 
on the east side of the park. Parking lots, playing fields, sport courts and buildings in the park reduce the areas of tree canopy cover. 
The park is mainly flat and accessible with the exception of a depressed sports field that doubles as a storm water detention 
and sunken tennis court facility. The 405 freeway serves as an elevated edge on the west edge of the little league area on the west side 
of Sepulveda Boulevard.
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TREE CANOPY r i
0' 400' 800'

There are large mature Pine, Redwood, Silk Floss, Sweetgum, Sycamore, Brazilian Pepper and other trees in the park. The large mature 
trees provide substantial shade while smaller flowering trees, and trees affected by the drought are less effective. The extensive planting 
of Coastal Redwoods in this park underwent extreme stress during the recent 5-year drought. Most of the large canopy trees are located 
in the accessible playground, the southern portion of the park and the western less programmed areas of the park. There are no street 
trees on Sepulveda and Veteran.
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I-TREE CALCULATIONS
2,500 points classified into 9 cover classes

% COVERAGEBENEFIT DESCRIPTION VALUE =/- SE AMOUNT =/- SE COVER CLASS DESCRIPTION POINTS CLASSIFIED4- 4-

$11.13Carbon Monoxide Removed Annually 

Nitrogen Dioxide Removed Annually 

Ozone Removed Annually

16.75 lb. 25.00%+/- 0.39 +/- 0.58 Tree Cover Trees 625

$61.60 107.13 lb. Groundcover Permeable, Non-Trees 37.30%+/- 2.13 +/- 3.71 933

$3,304.29 595.34 lb. Unpaved Non-Vegetation 

Buildings

Permeable Groundcover 8.64%+/- 114.46 +/- 20.62 216

Impermeable Structures

Impermeable

Impermeable

Impermeable

Permeable

4.16%104Particulate Matter <2.5 microns 
Removed Annually $847.19 9.00 lb.+/- 29.35 +/- 0.31

3.76%Streets 94

$3.86Sulfur Dioxide Removed Annually 21.58 lb.+/- 0.13 +/- 0.75
Parking Lots 7.80%195

Particulate Matter >2.5 microns and 
<10 microns Removed Annually

Paved Paths 5.12%128
$471.29 150.90 lb.+/- 16.33 +/- 5.23

0.00%Water 0
Carbon Dioxide Sequestered Annually 
in Trees $1,637.14 +/- 56.7 45.28 T +/- 1.57 Impermeable Paved Courts 8.20%Sports Courts 205

Carbon Dioxide Stored in Trees (Note: 
This benefit is not annual rate) $32,362.94 +/- 1,121.12 895.04 T +/-31.00i
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POLLUTION SEQUESTRATION
The orange dots on the diagram show the points that were selected for sequestration readings in the iTree calculation method. The tree 
canopy covers 25% of the entire park. The trees provide valuable services storing tons of carbon dioxide and removing many pollutants 
from the air. The trees not only sequesters 16.8 pounds of carbon monoxide annually, but as well a number of other pollutants, including 
nitrogen dioxide (107 pounds), ozone (595 pounds), particulate matter (9 pounds), sulfur dioxide (21.6pounds). It also sequesters 25 
tons of carbon dioxide in trees annually.
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PERMEABILITY + % SURFACE COVERAGE
The I-Tree software analyses the type of land cover and its permeability. Approximately 29% of the park is covered with impermeable 
surfaces in walks, parking lots, buildings and sports courts. 70% is covered by trees, turf and other permeable ground covers. A depressed 
soccer field functions as a storm water detention facility.
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STORMWATER TRANSFER & RETENTION POTENTIAL
Westwood Recreation Center can operate as a receptor for storm water from the neighboring properties on the north including the 
Federal Building, post office and their associated parking lots. Densely developed commercial and apartment buildings to the north 
east of the park could contribute water collected from their roofs to provide water for park irrigation.
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According to LA Compstat Crime mapping there were 144 crimes reported between September 4, 2106 and February 4, 2017 within 
a one-half mile radius of the park. There were very few crimes reported in the immediate vicinity of the park. These included vehicle 
break ins and theft from vehicles, a stolen bicycle, a domestic assault and an attempted robbery. Most of the crime reported in area was 
located in the eastern and southern portions. There were very few crimes in the northwestern portion of the area, which is occupied by 
the Veteran's administration and in the north eastern portion which is occupied by the Federal Building and post office.
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PARKInterpretative Maps: Culver Slauson Park

L.A. Recreation & Parks Condition Survey & Report Card
Neighborhood Scale
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Culver Slauson Park is accessible by auto from the I-405. Public transit is provided by bus lines along the major boulevards. It is over 
3-miles from the closest metro light rail station. The park is located in a primarily residential neighborhood with good pedestrian access 
from multiple entrances. The eastern edge of the park is bordered by the Ballona Creek bike path. Open space associated with the 
neighboring Mar Vista Gardens housing, the easement along the I-405, neighborhood schools, and shopping centers are all part of a 
potential public network of green spaces.
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Storm water recharge is the most cost efficient and easiest strategy to mitigate drought. Existing parks and all types of open space 
(including parking lots, etc.) have the potential to recharge the diminishing aquifer. Replacing impervious surfaces with porous ones 
would increase aquifer supplies.
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URBAN FOREST COVER
LA County GIS Data Portal, Tree Canopy Raster (2006), 

(online) Available at: <http://egis3.lacounty.gov/dataportal/201 0/1 2/23/tre
py-raster-2006-data/> (accessed 7 August, 2016)

The Culver Slauson neighborhood has a fairly even thin urban forest cover, except for the existing parks and larger single-family 
residential parcels. Within the park itself there are some large mature trees including Pines, Sycamores, Oaks and Brazilian pepper trees. 
The presence of sports courts and a softball field in the park results in large tree-free clearings.
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Culver Slauson Park is located on the southern border of the City of Los Angeles adjacent to Ballona Creek and the 405 Freeway. The 
park is a terminus for three streets with very long blocks, two are lined with single-family homes and one is lined with multi-family 
apartments on both sides. The long cul-de-sacs terminating in the creek, the elevated freeway and nearby Seplulveda Creek cut off all 
through traffic and create an isolated neighborhood south of Culver Boulevard. The park is across the street from a youth center and 
large low-income housing complex. The Ballona Creek Bike Path runs outside the southern edge of the park providing connections 
to neighborhoods up and down stream. The area surrounding this park has a higher percentage of residents over the age of 65 and 
moderate income compared to the other case study parks. This may be the result of aggregating the older and wealthier West Los 
Angeles, Venice and Westchester when summarizing the demographics of this neighborhood.
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SITE PLAN "Pan Pacific Recreation Center." Pan Pacific Recreation Center I City of Los Angeles 
Department of Recreation and Parks. City Of Los Angeles Department of Recre

ation and Parks, 2017. . 5 Jan.2017.Culver-Slauson is the smallest of the case study parks with only 3.27 acres in which off street parking, a child and family center, park 
offices, basketball courts, childrens play areas, barbecues, and a baseball field are located.
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!. OWithin the park there are approximately 13 tree species including Oak, Pine, Brazilian Pepper and Sycamores. California Sycamores are 
the only native tree in the park. Most of the trees and vegetation have moderate water needs. Southern Live Oak and Pines provide 
ample shade on the south perimeter of the park. The section reveals that the park is generally a flat transitional zone between a residential 
area and Ballona Creek. Berryman Avenue on the east edge of the park terminates at the park at a lower elevation. The baseball field 
and a walkway slope down to the street level compromising the field's quality. The 405 Freeway is in an elevated condition at the park 
in order to cross Ballona Creek. Any storm water that does not infiltrate into the ground would run into the adjacent Ballona Creek.
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Source
Tree canopy in the park is densest on the south and east sides. The quality and density of the tree canopy in the neighborhood 
surrounding the park is varied. The canopy is dense and substantial in single-family areas and along the south bank of Ballona Creek. It is 
sparser in the Mar Vista Gardens housing complex and on blocks with multi family apartment buildings. Smaller neighborhood shopping 
centers, school-yards and freeways in the neighborhood are treeless.
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LA City Geohub, 2016,
(2005) (online) Available at: <

and Parks Department, LAR-IAC Tree Canopy 
>://egis3.lacountygov/dataportal/2010/1 2/23/ 
>y-raster-2006-data/ > (accessed 22 July 2016) 
/5.x. (n.d.). Web. Available at: < http://canopy. 
rg/survey.php?>, (accessed 29 October 2016)

i-Tree Canopy. i-Tree Software Suite
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I-TREE CALCULATIONS

5,000 points classified into 9 cover classes

% COVERAGECOVER CLASS DESCRIPTION POINTS CLASSIFIEDBENEFIT DESCRIPTION VALUE =/- SE AMOUNT =/- SE_ _ _ _

29.50%Tree Cover Trees 737I$1.45Carbon Monoxide Removed Annually 

Nitrogen Dioxide Removed Annually 

Ozone Removed Annually

2.19 lb+/- 0.04 +/- 0.07i

Groundcover Permeable, Non-Tree 30.40%758$8.05 13.99 lb+/- 0.25 +/- 0.43

i
Unpaved Non-Vegetation Permeable Groundcover 

Impermeable Structures 

Impermeable 

Impermeable 

Impermeable 

Permeable

9.05%226$431.55 77.75 lb+/- 13.34 +/- 2.40

Buildings 6.21%156Particulate Matter <2.5 microns 
Removed Annually $110.65 1.17 lb.+/- 3.42 +/- 0.04

0.00%Streets 0

$0.50Sulfur Dioxide Removed Annually 
Particulate Matter >2.5 microns an 
<10 microns Removed Annually

2.82 lb.+/- 0.02 +/- 0.09
Parking Lot 3.73%93

$61.55 19.71 lb+/- 1.90 +/0.61 Paved Paths 15.8%394

Carbon Dioxide Sequestered Annually 
in Trees

Surface Water 0.00%0
$213.81 +/- 6.61 5.91 T +/- 0.18

Impermeable Paved CourtsSports Courts 131 5.25
Carbon Dioxide Stored in Trees (Note 
This benefit is not annual rate) $4,226.81 +/- 130.70 116.89T +/- 3.61

POINTS CLASSIFIED SURFACE COVERAGE
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&£>• i-Tree Canopy. i-Tree Sof re Su v5.x. (n.d.). Web. Av 
eyphp?>, (ac<

at: < http://canopy. 
28 DeceSSL Us.org/s er 20

POLLUTION SEQUESTRATION
The orange dots on the diagram show the points that were selected for sequestration readings in the iTree calculation method. The 
tree canopy located in the park covers 29.5% of the entire park. The trees provide valuable services storing tons of carbon dioxide and 
removing many pollutants from the air. The trees do not only sequester 2.19 pounds of carbon monoxide annually, but as well a number 
of other pollutants, including nitrogen dioxide (13.99 pounds), ozone (77.75 pounds), particulate matter (1.17 pounds), sulfur dioxide 
(2.82 pounds). It also sequesters 5.91 tons of carbon annually.
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PERMEABILITY + % SURFACE COVERAGE
The I-Tree software analyzes the type of land cover and its permeability. Approximately 30% of the park is covered with impermeable 
surfaces in walks, parking lots, buildings and sports courts. 70% is covered by trees, turf and other permeable ground covers.
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STORMWATER TRANSFER & RETENTION POTENTIAL 0' 400' 800'

There are many areas in this neighborhood that could contribute storm water run off to the park to sustain its vegetation. The open 
spaces in the Mar Vista Gardens housing complex could be configured to catch and store or direct water to the park. This water would 
need to be pumped across Sepulveda Creek and slightly up hill. Water from the 405 freeway and its rights of ways could be directed to 
the park and water flowing down Ballona Creek could also be used to support the park.
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LOCAL CRIME (COMPSTAT 5-MONTH PERIOD 2016-17) 0' 400' 800'• Crime

According to LA Compstat Crime mapping there were 78 crimes reported between September 4, 2016 and February 4, 2017 within a 
one-half mile radius of the park. There were very few that occurred within a few blocks of the park. The crimes close to the park were 
primarily burglaries and thefts from vehicles. The rate of reported crimes is low in this area due to space taken up freeways and Ballona 
Creek.

http://www.crimemapping.com/map/ca/losangeles, ssed February 4, 2017
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11_JIM GILLIAM
RECREATION CENTERInterpretative Maps: Jim Gilliam Park

L.A. Recreation & Parks Condition Survey & Report Card
Neighborhood Scale

KH
CONSULTING
GROUP
MANAGEMENT
CONSULTANTS

OotDL

KH CcrsuBmg Group (KH), 1801 Avenue of tbe Stars, Sute 200, Los Angefes CA S0067 
Telephone: 31W203-5417 FAX: 310/203-5419 Emai: gayta@Wicg.com Web Site: www.KHCorisulingGroup.com
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/ACCESSIBLE PUBLIC SPACE SEMI-ACCESSIBLE SPACE UNDERUTILIZED PRIVATE
SPACE

4Virginia Road Elementary School

Vineyard Recreation Center-

m

+SEA Crenshaw School / 7
(q

Baldwin Hills Recreation Center

Baldwin Hills Elementary School

Rancho Cienega Sports Complex- ^Coliseum St
Dorsey High School

Coliseum St Elementary School

c4Hillcrest Drive Elementary School

M i */

Jim Gilliam Park

Kids Preparatory Academy 

Marlton High School ------

Baldwin Hills Crenshaw Plaza

\

Kenneth Hahn State Recreation Center-

Rueben Ingold Park

Inglewood Oil Field'

Norman O. Houston Park

Accessible Public Space 

Underutilized Public Space 

Semi-Accessible Space 

Underutilized Private Space

Highways Park

L OACCESS & POTENTIAL GREEN NETWORK r i
Bus Lines ----- Water 0' 1,500' 3,000'

The Jim Gilliam Recreation Center is located at the foothills of Baldwin Hills. It is accessible by car from the 405 Freeway to the southwest 
and the 110 Freeway to the east (both just off the map) and from the Expo Line and a number of bus routes, particularly along Crenshaw 
Boulevard and South La Brea Avenue. The park is located in a predominately residential neighborhood of multi-family units. There is a 
network of schools are other parks in the area to the north, west and east, as well as the large Baldwin Hills Crenshaw Plaza that all could 
be potentially part of a green network.
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O Bus Stops 

- “ Bike Lanes
LA City Geohub, 2016,Recre 

Footprint, (online) Available at: <http:// http://ge
and Parks Depa ent, LARIAC B 
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HIGH POTENTIAL 
PERMEABILITY

MEDIUM POTENTIAL LOW POTENTIAL 
PERMEABILITYPERMEABILITY
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I
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I iJim Gilliam Park
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Kids Preparatory Academy 

Marlton High School----------
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Mi+Tic+ATiAtTkTK+xt+x- 
sit k] :[:] :ii] : r«iBaldwin Hills Crenshaw Plaza

I ^F.*YA;'
'■'S

m■.*.*.*
Kenneth Hahn State Recreation Center- n

.
. * fRueben Ingold Park • • . •

Inglewood Oil Field'

m:•
.......................................................■ • ■ • ■ • ■ ■ »
....................................................... * ■

■

Norman O. Houston Park ■

• ••••••
I • fli Wm* • •

■

Potential Permeability 

• ■■■■■;: ' 

M-:.- ■■■■■:: t

Low Permeability

Existing Permeability 

^^"High: 127 L OPark r 1
RECHARGE POTENTIAL 0' 1,500' 3,000'

There is high permeability potential in the existing parks, Vineyard, Baldwin Hills, Rancho Cienega, Jim Gilliam, Kenneth Hahn, Rueben 
Ingold and Norman O. Houston. As well, there could be potential to create a vegetate spines along La Brea Avenue, Coliseum Street, 
Jefferson Boulevard, Adams Boulevard and Stockers Streets (connecting to Martin Luther King Boulevard). The large paved areas at the 
Baldwin Hills Crenshaw Plaza represents a potential area for storm water recharge.
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URBAN FOREST COVER
LA County GIS Data Portal, Tree Canopy Raster (2006), 

(online) Available at: <http://egis3.lacounty.gov/dataportal/201 0/1 2/23/tre
py-raster-2006-data/> (accessed 7 August, 2016)

The urban forest cover is quite varied in the neighborhood. The Village Green (1942 Modernist Garden city, between Rodeo Road 
and Coliseum and between Hauser and slightly west of La Brea Avenue) has a dramatically dense cover. In the southeast corner of the 
Baldwin Hills, there is also a higher street tree density than the northern areas.
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JIM GILLIAM RECREATION CENTER 0' 400' 800'

The park has an L-shape, with its longer length to the south and adjacent to multi-family housing that abut a steep slope along Don 
Ricardo Drive. The shorter length of the L-shape is screened from South La Brea Avenue with mature trees, so the road is in fact not 
visible. The other edges of the park are all tertiary roads and affronted by multi-family housing units. There is a large parking lot at the 
intersection of Santo Tomas Drive and Nicolet Avenue and a secondary lot at the north accessible from Pinafore Street.
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The park has a large number of facilities including barbecue pits and picnic tables, baseball diamond (lighted), basketball courts (lighted 
/ indoor and outdoor), tennis courts (lighted), soccer field (lighted), childrens play area, putting green, jogging trails and a community 
building with a number of rooms for various use. The larger sports fields are spread throughout the park allowing for great expanses of 
un programmed green space and informal recreational activity.

Gil Gil | City
Angeles Deps s. City Of I Dep

, 2017. Web. 6 Jan. 2017.
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!. Or i
Within the park there are approximately 15 tree species in the park including Stone Pine, Carrotwood, Crepe Myrtle, Carob, Sweetgums, 
Sycamores and other species. Coast Live Oaks are the only native trees in the park. The trees have mixed water needs, some moderate 
and some very low. Most of them are planted in lawn areas. The section illustrates the steep slope of the Baldwin Hills neighborhood 
north of the park. The park is generally level across the central area. It slopes from east to west and there is a significant elevation 
difference between the northwest and southwest corners of the park. The 405 Freeway is in an elevated condition at the park in order to 
cross Ballona Creek. Any storm water that does not infiltrate into the ground would run into the adjacent Ballona Creek.
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0' 400' 800'

"Plant Fi Ga i. Mi Botanical Garden, 2017. Web.
Permeable Low Potential | 

Impermeable High Potential 

Impermeable Medium Potential

Impermeable Roads 8 Feb. 2017. <http:/ alga .org/plantfi r/pl
search.aspx>. 

s, 2016. Web. 8 Feb. 2017.
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TREE CANOPY LA City Geohub, 20 
(2005) (o

,Re Parks Department, LAR-IAC Tree Canopy 
portal/2010/1 2/23/ 
essed 22 July 2016) 
at: < http://canopy. 
d 29 October 2016)

e) A ty.g
-2006-data 

5.x. (n.d.). Web. A 
ey.php?>, (

> (aThere are large trees around the western and southern edges of the park: the northern and eastern edges have more clustered groups 
of trees. In the surrounding neighborhood, there is a larger concentration of canopy also to the west and south of the park.
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I-TREE CALCULATIONS

2,500 points classified into 9 cover classes

% COVERAGECOVER CLASS DESCRIPTION POINTS CLASSIFIEDBENEFIT DESCRIPTION VALUE =/- SE AMOUNT =/- SEX X X X

29.90%Tree Cover Trees 747$8.56Carbon Monoxide Removed Annually

Nitrogen Dioxide Removed Annually

Ozone Removed Annually 
Particulate Matter <2.5 microns 
Removed Annually 
+/- 0.21

12.88 lb.+/- 0.26 +/- 0.39

Groundcover Permeable, Non-Trees 42.30%1057$47.36 82.37 lb.+/- 1.45 +/- 2.52

Unpaved Non-Vegetation 

Buildings

Permeable Groundcover87 3.49%$2,540.49 457.73 lb.+/- 77.81 +/- 14.02\ i

Impermeable Structures

Impermeable

Impermeable

Impermeable

Permeable

2.64%66$651.36 6.92 lb.+/- 19.95

0.00%Streets 0

$2.97Sulfur Dioxide Removed Annually 16.59 lb.+/- 0.09 +/- 0.51
Parking Lots 5.21%130

Particulate Matter >2.5 microns and 
<10 microns Removed Annually

Paved Paths 10.60%265
$362.35 116.02 lb.+/- 11.10 +/- 3.55

Surface Water 0.00%0
Carbon Dioxide Sequestered Annually 
in Trees 
+/- 1.07

$1,258.71 Impermeable Paved Courts 5.61%+/- 38.55 34.81 T Sports Courts 140

Carbon Dioxide Stored in Trees
(Note: This benefit is not annual rate) $24,882.92 +/- 762.1 688.15 T +/- 21.08

POINTS CLASSIFIED SURFACE COVERAGE
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V i-Tree Canopy. i-Tree Sc Suite v5.x. (n.d.). Web. Av 

>ls.org/survey.php?>, (acc
? at: < http://canopy. 
28 December 2016)*

yjj/f
?a\(A /•»]

i■
ii

POLLUTION SEQUESTRATION
The orange dots on the diagram show the points that were selected for sequestration readings in the iTree calculation method. The tree 
canopy is primarily located on the park perimeters and provides less than 29.9% coverage of the entire park. The trees provide valuable 
services storing tons of carbon dioxide and removing many pollutants from the air. The trees not only sequesters 12.9 pounds of carbon 
monoxide annually, but as well a number of other pollutants, including nitrogen dioxide (82.4 pounds), ozone (457.7 pounds), particulate 
matter (6.9 pounds), sulfur dioxide (16.6 pounds). It also sequesters 34.8 tons of carbon dioxide in trees annually.
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PERMEABILITY + % SURFACE COVERAGE
The I-Tree software analyses the type of land cover and its permeability. Approximately 24.06% of the park is covered with impermeable 
surfaces in walks, parking lots, buildings and sports courts. 75.69% is covered by trees, turf and other permeable ground cover.
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STORMWATER TRANSFER & RETENTION POTENTIAL 0' 400' 800'

Jim Gilliam Park can operate as a receptor for storm water from the neighborhood to the north. In this neighborhood there are no 
large-scale parking lots, school-yards or large structures to contribute storm water run-off to the park. In this case water would need to 
be collected from adjacent apartment building roofs and parking lots and streets above the park. Multi-lane La Brea Boulevard could 
also provide water for park irrigation.
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S. La Brea Avenue

Jim Gilliam Park

Baldwin Hills

LOCAL CRIME (COMPSTAT 5-MONTH PERIOD 2016-17)
According to LA Compstat Crime mapping there were 135 crimes reported between September 4, 2106 and February 4, 2017 
one-half mile radius of the park. Almost half of the reported crimes were assaults and vehicle break ins/thefts. There were relatively few 
crimes reported adjacent to the park. One of the reported crimes was an attempted rape. The majority of the crimes reported in the 
half-mile radius of the park occurred in the high-density apartment buildings north of the park.
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12_ALGIN SUTTON 
RECREATION CENTERInterpretative Maps: Algin Sutton Park

L.A. Recreation & Parks Condition Survey & Report Card

Neighborhood Scale

KH
CONSULTING
GROUP
MANAGEMENT
CONSULTANTS

OotDL

KH Consulmg Group (KH), 1901 Avenue of the Stars, Sufe 200, Los Angeles CA 90067 

Telephone: 310/203-5417 FAX: 310/203-5419 Emai: gayta@khcg.com Web Sice: www.KHConsulSngGroup.com
P12-1
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ACCESSIBLE 
PUBLIC SPACE

UNDERUTILIZED 
PUBLIC SPACE

SEMI-ACCESSIBLE 
SPACE

Raymond Ave Elementary School 
75th St Elementary School

UNDERUTILIZED 
PRIVATE SPACE m _

10)
Miller Elementary School 

Freemont High School —

Commercial parking lots 
on Vermont Ave

Commercial parking lots on 
Manchester Avenue =4Highway cloverleaf

111 I FillManchester AvenueWSea Manchester School-Wall Street Community Park

F
Manchester Ave Elementary School'

Community Build Youth Center

Green Meadows Recreation Center 
Algin Sutton Park---------------------------- H

1

Harte Preparatory Middle 

93rd St Elementary School

I
95th St Elementary-

r&m
Charles W Barrett Elementary School

97th Street Pocket Park

107th St Elementary School erLittle Green Acres Park

m
Accessible Public Space 

Underutilized Public Space 

Semi-Accessible Space 

Underutilized Private Space

Highways ““ Algin Sutton Recreation Center

L ©ACCESS & POTENTIAL GREEN NETWORK r i
Bus Lines 0' 1,500' 3,000'

Algin Sutton Recreation Center is accessible from the 110 Harbor Freeway; there is a major interchange located three blocks to the 
northeast from the park. There is a relatively high degree of public transit in the vicinity of the park with the bus system, particularly 
along South Figueroa and South Vermont Streets (traversing north-south) and West Manchester Avenue (east-west). West of the 110 
Freeway there is a dispersed network of Elementary and Middle Schools, while in the East there are parking lots: together they could 
be spatially re-conceptualized to create a vibrant green network.
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Raymond Ave Elementary School- 
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©Miller Elementary School- 
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Manchester Ave Elementary School'
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Green Meadows Recreation Center 
Algin Sutton Park----------------------------

Harte Preparatory Middle 

93rd St Elementary School- :

95th St Elementary- -

Commercial parking lots
Charles W Barrett Elementary School

97th Street Pocket Park-

Bioswales on E/W Running Street-

107th St Elementary School

1Little Green Acres Park-

Potential Permeability 

High Permeability 

Medium Permeability 

Low Permeability

Existing Permeability 

High: 127 L ©Algin Sutton Recreation CenterRECHARGE POTENTIAL r i
0' 1,500' 3,000'

Bioswales along South Vermont, South Hoover, South Figueroa, Broadway and Main Streets could significantly increase the recharge 
potential. This could complement a major rethinking of the design of the 110 Harbor Freeway and its right-of-ways. West Manchester 
Avenue and the other less important east-west roads could also have new street profiles to incorporate storm water. The area's parks 

ild also be incorporated into innovative design strategies to recharge the diminishing aquifer. Replacing impervious surfaces with 
porous ones would increase aquifer supplies.
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URBAN FOREST COVER LA ' Raster (2006),
Parks (online) Available at: <http://e ortal/201 0/1 2/23/tree-cano- 

> (accessed 7 August, 2016)The urban tree canopy in the South Central neighborhood of the Algin Sutton Recreation Center is quite scarce. The urban fabric is very 
dense. There are typical street trees and concentrations along parts of South Hoover and the sides of the 110 Harbor Freeway.
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Algin Sutton Recreation Center is bordered by West 87th on the north, South Hoover Street to the West, 90th Street to the south and 
West Regina Court to the East. In 1986, the Manchester Recreation Center was renamed the Algin Sutton Recreation Center in honor of 
Algin Sutton, a recreation superintendent for the Pacific region. The park is primarily surrounded by single-family residential units with a 
few larger apartment buildings to the south.
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Manchester Avenue

Child Care Center 
Tennis Courts [2] -

Basketball Courts

S Hoover Street

Parking Lot

Baseball Fields [3] 

90th Street --------

110 Freeway

92nd Street

SITE PLAN
The park is focused on the Algin Sutton Recreation Center building, which houses an auditorium and computer labs. The indoor space 
can be used for indoor basketball and handball. There is also a childcare center and outdoor pool and bathhouse. The exterior play 
areas include three baseball diamonds (lighted), basketball courts (lighted), a synthetic turf soccer field (lighted), tennis courts (lighted), 
handball courts, a futsol field, children's play area, picnic tables, fitness zone, and a stage. There are two parking lots, accessible off of 
South Hoover Street.
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Algin Sutton Pool 
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^e
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50-60'Tx50'W
Iron bark 
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Impermeable Medium Potential

I. oCalifornia Native 

Good Shade Canopy 

6 Low Water Needs 

66 Medium Water Needs 

666 High Water Needs

r i
0' 400' 800'

SourcePARK VEGETATION & SECTION
"Plant Fi r." Missouri Botanical Garden. Missouri Botanical Garden, 2017.

The park contains a number of large mature trees mainly in the vicinity of the childcare center, recreation center, along the east perimeter 
and in the northeast portion of the park. There is a relatively low level of species diversity with fewer than twenty species in the park. The 
cross section illustrates the flat topography of the park and the character of the single-family lots on three sides of the park.

P12-14

8 Feb. 2017. <1

. San Marcos Growers, 2016. Web. 8 Feb. 
<http://www.smgrowers.com/products/pls
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Park Tree Canopy 

Neighborhood Tree Canopy 
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Some areas of the park benefit from the shade of mature large scale canopy trees including Pines, Chinese Elm and Sycamores. These 
trees are concentrated in the center and northeast portions of the park. Other portions of the park have few trees to provide shade. 
Parking lots along Hoover Street lack shade trees to reduce heat island impacts of large asphalt surfaces. The diversity of the forest within 
the park is low with less than twenty different tree species and few natives to provide wildlife habitat.
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I-TREE CALCULATIONS I-TREE CALCULATIONS
2,500 points classified into 9 cover classes 2,500 points classified into 9 cover classes

% COVERAGECOVER CLASS DESCRIPTION POINTS CLASSIFIEDBENEFIT DESCRIPTION VALUE =/- SE AMOUNT =/- SE

22.3%Tree Cover Trees 557$5.78Carbon Monoxide Removed Annually 

Nitrogen Dioxide Removed Annually 

Ozone Removed Annually

8.71 lb.+/- 0.22 +/- 0.33

Groundcover Permeable, Non-Trees 36.8%920$32.01 55.67 lb.+/- 1.20 +/- 2.08

Unpaved Non-Vegetation 

Buildings

Permeable Groundcover 13.7%$1,717.17 343309.39 lb.+/- 64.14 +/- 11.56

Impermeable Structures 

Impermeable 

Impermeable 

Impermeable 

Swimming Pool 

Impermeable Paved Courts

6.24%156Particulate Matter <2.5 microns 
Removed Annually $440.27 4.68 lb.+/- 16.44 +/- 0.17

1.28%Streets 32

$2.01Sulfur Dioxide Removed Annually 11.22 lb.+/- 0.07 +/- 0.42
Parking Lots 5.28%132

Particulate Matter >2.5 microns and 
<10 microns Removed Annually

Paved Paths 8.13%203
$244.92 78.42 lb.+/- 9.15 +/- 2.93

Surface Water 1.04%26
Carbon Dioxide Sequestered Annually 
in Trees $850.78 +/- 31.78 23.53 T +/- 0.88 5.16%Sports Courts 129

Carbon Dioxide Stored in Trees 
(Note: This benefit is not annual rate) $16,818.84 +/- 628.18 465.13 T +/- 17.37

POINTS CLASSIFIED SURFACE COVERAGE
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POLLUTION SEQUESTRATION PERMEABILITY + % SURFACE COVERAGE
The orange dots on the diagram show the points that were selected for sequestration readings in the iTree calculation method. The tree 
canopy is primarily located on the park perimeters and provides less than 22% coverage of the entire park. The trees not only sequesters 
8.71 pounds of carbon monoxide annually, but as well a number of other pollutants, including nitrogen dioxide (56 pounds), ozone (309 
pounds), particulate matter (4 pounds), sulfur dioxide (11 pounds). It also sequesters 24 tons of carbon dioxide in trees annually.
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The I-Tree software analyses the type of land cover and its permeability. There is an opportunity to significantly improve the neighborhoods 
environment by the simple modification of the materials of the ground plane. There is a great deal of potential to transform the 
permeability of both public and privatized lots with incentives: the importance of increasing the permeable surfaces would be that flash 
flooding and severe storm events could be addressed locally and that the groundwater basins could be recharged.
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Iglesia De Cristo Mision Elim 

Bethany Apostolic Church

Youth Opportunities Unlimited Alternative High School 

St. Rest Baptist Church -------------------------------------------------

Danny J. Bakewell, Sr., Primary Center

Manchester Avenue Elementary School

St Augustine Baptist Church

110 Harbor Freeway

Morales Recycling

Fellowship Christian Community

Messiah Missionary Baptist

Prince Hall Memorial Auditorium-

Bret Harte Preparatory Middle School

STORMWATER TRANSFER & RETENTION POTENTIAL
Wide boulevards of Figueroa Street, Hoover Boulevard and Manchester Boulevard could be improved 
collect and filter urban run off. The large asphalt yard at the neighboring Manchester Elementary School could transfer run off to the 
park to provide irrigation resources. Drainage courses under sports fields and play courts could be used for storm water detention. 
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Manchester Avenue

S Hoover Street

90th Street

110 Freeway

92 nd Street

LOCAL CRIME (COMPSTAT 5-MONTH PERIOD 2016-17)
According to LA Compstat Crime mapping there were 426 crimes reported between September 4, 2106 and February 4, 2017 within a 
one-half mile radius of the park. Almost one half of the reported crimes were assaults and robberies. Most of the remaining crimes were 
larceny, burglaries and vehicle thefts break ins and vehicle thefts. Many crimes reported in the area occurred on the major boulevards 
of Manchester, Figueroa and Vermont. There were violent crimes including assaults, robberies and even one homicide immediately 
adjacent to the park. Crime within the one half mile radius area of this park is over double the next highest rate surrounding a park in 
this study.
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13_SOUTH PARK 
RECREATION CENTERInterpretative Maps: South Park

L.A. Recreation & Parks Condition Survey & Report Card

Neighborhood Scale
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MANAGEMENT
CONSULTANTS

OotDL

KH Ccnsuteig Group (KH), 1901 Avenue of the Stars, Suite 200, Los Angetes CA 90067 
Telephone: 310/203-5417 FAX: 310/203-5419 Emafl: gayta@khcg.com W'eb Site:'www.KHConsuBingGrcup.cofr! P13-1
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Wadsworth Ave Elementary School—
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7Avalon-San Pedro Park +

<

Harmony Elementary School
Gilbert W. Lindsay Community Center

Central Avenue Jazz Park

West Vernon Ave Elementary School

BE
Carver Middle School

Vernon Branch Library Pocket Park-

Highway easement-

Victory Baptist Day Elementary School E

McKinley Ave Pocket Park- 

49th Street Pocket Park— CD
49th St Elementary School

South Park Recreation Center E 51st Str

Broadway Park
Main St Elementary School-

South L.A. Wetlands Park-

New Jefferson Middle School--------------

Central Region Elementary School #16-

................
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Highway cloverleaf
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Bethune Park
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Highways Park

L ©r i
ACCESS & POTENTIAL GREEN NETWORK Bus Lines ----- Water 0' 1,500' 3,000'

O Bus Stops 

- “ Bike Lanes
South Park Recreation Center is accessible from the 110 Freeway, which is located three-and-a-half blocks west of the park, 
interchange two blocks to the south. There are bus lines (public transport) along South Avalon Boulevard and West Vernon Avenue, but 
there is not a high-density of bus stops in the vicinity of the park. There is a potential green network with relation to the high number of 
schools in the area, serving the high-density housing neighborhood.
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Potential Existing Permeability 

High: 127 L OPark r i■ :RECHARGE POTENTIAL 0' 1,500' 3,000'Water
d Medium Permeability 

• Low PermeabilityBioswales along San Pedro Street and South Avalon Boulevard, could significantly increase the recharge potential of this densely 
developed neighborhood. Minor east-west streets could have new street profiles to incorporate storm water. Small-scale commercial 
properties could collect roof and parking runoff for aquifer recharge. Replacing impervious surfaces on residential lots with porous ones 
would increase aquifer supplies.
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South Park, as it was originally named, opened in 1899 and was a lush oasis in the city with its exotic palm trees and landscape fed by an 
artesian well. In the mid-twentieth century, the park was popular with the African-American community and the South Central jazz scene 
utilized its band shell and the park as well hosted anti-war demonstrations and other political manifestations. At the end of the century, 
the park became know as one of the city's more dangerous and was known for gang meetings and drug deals: a recreation center was 
built to change the re-program the park.
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South Park R
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enter is bordered by South San Pedro Boulevard on the W

est, Park Front W
alk (East 49th Street) on the north, 

South Avalon Boulevard on the East and East 51 st Street on the south. The w
estern park of the park is prog

 ram
-heavy, w

hile the eastern 
half retains m

uch of its C
ity Beautiful un program

m
ed atm

osphere and is distinguished w
ith its central prom
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anan/ Island date 
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s (on axis w

ith East 50th Street). The park has a baseball diam
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m
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children's play area, picnic tables, and band-shell. There is a large parking lot that is accessible from East

. 
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I. o
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PARK VEGETATION & SECTION r i
0' 400' 800'

There are over 25 different tree species in the 18.25-acre park that was first planted in the early 1900s. An impressive allee of Canary Island 
Date Palms runs east/west through the center of the park. Clusters of Southern Live Oak, Chin 
create shade in large lawn areas. There are many varieties of palms and an

are no locally native species and most of the exotic species have moderate water needs. The park is basically level 
minimal slope from the northeast to the southwest.
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Source

Elms, Jacarandas and Sweetgums 
interesting mix of other ornamental species throughout the

ith a

"Plant Fi Jer." Mi Botanical Garden. Missouri Botanical Garden, 2017.
8 Feb. 2017. <http://

park. There Plan Information. San Marcos Growers, 2016. Web. 8 Feb.
<http://www.smgrowers.com/produots/pls

17.
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Park Tree Canopy 

Neighborhood Tree Canopy 

^ Buildings

r i
0' 400' 800'

LA City Geohub, 2016,Recreation and Parks Department, LAR-IAC Tree Canopy 
(2005) (online) Available at: < http://egis3.lacounty.gov/dataportal/2010/1  2/23/ 

-canopy-raster-2006-data/ > (accessed 22 July 2016) 
. Available at: < http://canopy. 

itreetools.org/survey.php?>, (accessed 29 October 2016)
i-Tree Canopy. i-Tree Software Suite v5.x. (n.d.).
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S. San Pedro Street

Park Front Walk

South Park Recreation Center

E. 51st Street

TREE CANOPY
The majority of the trees in the park are on the eastern half in order to leave open space for the active recreation in the eastern section. 
The central axis of the date palms is complemented by large clusters of trees, which are particularly concentrated along South Avalon 
Boulevard. The tree cover in the rest of the vicinity of the park is sparse and erratic: trees are primarily located in private lots.

P13-16

-A
d

 AW
d 

ft_
__

n»
EE □ 

Q
| Irc

fT
l

B
T

£5
□

rg
n

□

□
□

□

C
P

10
a 

I
q~

5
□□

ft

□ Q

3
O

*

□
□

a
□

£
ID

E

aIft
i

p

a

□

nD

U
V

d
C

ft
PT

T
□ 

LJ
St

a

□M
1M

O
 

□C
JrTD □

H

□

ra
tf-

3-
nS LB

□

iS

n

c
S3

B
e

*

□

□
■□

a
SC

Q
T7

tb
Q

n
lO

.
eD

S
’!

S3
.

□

a
1

xu
S

□ L
I#

 
i ni

l

□
□

a
i ir

n
uo

,g
=i

&
H

P
la

nr
U

I
h

S3

Ifll

5

□a□

D
D
B

ST

0
</

m
r

□a
s

is
.

5

j
Ira

q
■

□
 act.

a

□

rn
h:

a •

D
a

ST

B
SI

S
ria

-□
ft

□

□
tE

nE
ft

a
a

U
ao

E

n

TZ
T

V
I SI

ib
Q

*• 
■

TT

3

□
rp

gl
0<

□□

o
a

*•
, -

at
A

♦

'PH

- -if
r 

' +Wa
LB

D
H

i
□

rz
r

&

[
B

B
S

n
□□■ 

o B

AS
□

H
rc

r
d

u
 n

□ 
□

C
---

-1

s,
ft

ET

ftO
lb

 n
i

a
iff

BO

a

B
□□

ef
t

□

cs
 D

« a

□Q
a ft

>q
Lb

a
ES

3
B

d
aa1
1

□i

□
cn

u

C
L

ft
□ 

1“
a

o FB
I t-1

 
*

□f
t

□D
B

I

□E
a

EP
a

O

C
2

le

S

C
B

ft
ftp

SB
e_

l
> *

£J
H

I

LOygf

ft
BB

Se
p

□ 
a on

LG
ft

p
E

C
B

□
□

ft
O

B

&

B
3 □

□
 □

□
*■

1
□n

fa
a

□a
pq~i
□ft

D
a™

JO
i

Bo
♦

n

Sffi

W
M

M
io

a

aa

a
a

B

http://egis3.lacounty.gov/dataportal/2010/1
http://canopy


I-TREE CALCULATIONS
2,500 points classified into 9 cover classes

% COVERAGECOVER CLASS DESCRIPTION POINTS CLASSIFIED iBENEFIT DESCRIPTION VALUE =/- SE AMOUNT =/- SE

20.50%Tree Cover Trees 513$5.95Carbon Monoxide Removed Annually 

Nitrogen Dioxide Removed Annually 

Ozone Removed Annually

8.96 lb.+/- 0.23 +/- 0.35

Groundcover Permeable, Non-Trees 45.90%1148$32.94 57.28 lb.+/- 1.30 +/- 2.25

iUnpaved Non-Vegetation 

Buildings

Permeable Groundcover 12.40%$1,766.90 309318.35 lb.+/- 69.55 +/- 12.53

Impermeable Structures

Impermeable

Impermeable

Impermeable

Impermeable

Impermeable Paved Courts

5.16%129Particulate Matter <2.5 microns 
Removed Annually $453.02 4.81 lb.+/- 17.83 +/- 0.19

2.56%Streets 64

$2.06Sulfur Dioxide Removed Annually 11.54 lb.+/- 0.08 +/- 0.45
Parking Lots 4.76%119

Particulate Matter >2.5 microns and 
<10 microns Removed Annually

Paved Paths 8.08%202
$252.01 80.69 lb.+/- 9.92 +/- 3.18

South Park Pool 0.68%17
Carbon Dioxide Sequestered Annually 
in Trees

i
$875.42 +/- 34.46 24.21 T +/- 0.95 0.00%Sports Courts 0

Carbon Dioxide Stored in Trees 
(Note: This benefit is not annual rate) $17,305.94 +/- 681.22 478.60 T +/- 18.84

POINTS CLASSIFIED SURFACE COVERAGE

TrS* r vv-■it;

\T*rrrr

ir

mmm- LT

i» O Points ClassifiedI

- * . ‘.. *. j:. Groundcover

V* Tree Cover

Is -SB Unpaved Non-Vegetation 

Paved Paths
*v »

T'“4. E■
I

4 J.7 Asphalt [streets, parking lots, sports courts]

Buildings

Water

v'
i * ^ ' * S>.* 11C- I

ii- nfj SSI3

lii

■ /. ’*

mm mm•i? S'r l jjBE 1 %V"
•.j 4

'teVvT"

s&JW 1 •*
L-'l i-Tree Canopy. i-Tree Sc re Su ■ v5.x. (n.d.). Web. Av 

iils.org/survey.php?>, (acc
i at: < http://canopy 
28 December 2016)

POLLUTION SEQUESTRATION
The orange dots on the diagram show the points that were selected for sequestration readings in the iTree calculation method. The tree 
canopy is primarily located on the park perimeters and provides less than 20.5% coverage of the entire park. The trees provide valuable 
services storing tons of carbon dioxide and removing many pollutants from the air. The trees not only sequesters 9 pounds of carbon 
monoxide annually, but as well a number of other pollutants, including nitrogen dioxide (57 pounds), ozone (318 pounds), particulate 
matter (4.8 pounds), sulfur dioxide (11.5 pounds). It also sequesters 24 tons of carbon dioxide in trees annually.

P13-18

PERMEABILITY + % SURFACE COVERAGE
The I-Tree software analyses the type of land cover and its permeability. Approximately 21.24% of the park is covered with impermeable 
surfaces in walks, parking lots, buildings and sports courts. 78.8% is covered by trees, turf and other permeable ground cover.

http://canopy
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'

X; '

• Low Permeability 

Potential Run-off

STORMWATER TRANSFER & RETENTION POTENTIAL
Storm water from San Pedro Street and Avalon Boulevards could be filtered in bio-swales and collected to contribute water to the park. 
The large open areas in the park could collect and store water for irrigation during the dry season. Smaller scale commercial properties 
and near by schools could also contribute water to support the park.
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! OPark Site r iLOCAL CRIME (COMPSTAT 5-MONTH PERIOD 2016-17) 0' 400' 800'• Crime
Source

According to LA Compstat Crime mapping there were 218 crimes reported between September 4, 2106 and February 4, 
2017 within a one-half mile radius of the park. One half of the reported crimes were assaults, larceny and vehicle break in/
thefts. There were assaults reported immediately surrounding the park. Crime in the area is fairly evenly distributed over 
the entire V mile radius area, but concentrated on Avalon Boulevard and S. Main Street.
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14_WILMINGTON 
RECREATION CENTERInterpretative Maps: Wilmington Park

L.A. Recreation & Parks Condition Survey & Report Card
Neighborhood Scale

KH
CONSULTING
GROUP
MANAGEMENT
CONSULTANTS

OotDL

KH Consulmg Group (KH), 1901 Avenue of the Stars, Sufe 200, Los Angeles CA 90067 

Telephone: 310/203-5417 FAX: 310/203-5419 Emai: gayta@khcg.com Web Sice: www.KHConsulSngGroup.com
P14-1

mailto:gayta@khcg.com
http://www.KHConsulSngGroup.com
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Fries Ave Elementary School-

Harbor Park Golf Course'

Banning Park-------------------

LI.
ILos Angeles Harbor College- 

Gulf Ave Elementary School-

Drum Barracks Civil War Museum and Park- 

John Mendez Baseball Park------------------------
\\
1\
1Wilmington Town Square-

\
0

Ken Malloy Harbor Regional Park-

Banning Elementary School---------

Hawaiian Ave Elementary School-
\
T

1

Wilmington Recreation Center'

Wilmington Waterfront Park-

Avalon Triangle Park-

Freeway Easement

WWL vehicle services

Railroad right-of-way

i

Accessible Public Space 

Underutilized Public Space 

Semi-Accessible Space 

Underutilized Private Space

Highways Park

L Or i
ACCESS & POTENTIAL GREEN NETWORK Bus Lines ----- Water 0' 1,500' 3,000'

Bus Stops 

Bike Lanes
Wilmington Recreation Center is accessible from the 100 Freeway and a number of public buses that run along Wilmington Boulevard, 
Figueroa Street and Avalon Boulevard (running north-south) and Anaheim Street (running east-west). Its southern edge connects to the 
Wilmington Waterfront Park, which extends to the 110 Freeway. There is a network of schools are other parks in the area, as well as 
parks to the west of the 100 Freeway and rights-of-way of the freeway itself that all could be potentially part of the larger green network. 
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LA City Geohub, 2016,Recre 
Footprint, (online) Available at: <http:// http://ge

and Parks Depa ent, LARIAC B 
b.lacity.org/ > (acces
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HIGH POTENTIAL 
PERMEABILITY

MEDIUM POTENTIAL 
PERMEABILITY

LOW POTENTIAL 
PERMEABILITY

Fries Ave Elementary School-

Banning Park-------------------

Harbor Park Golf Course'

g

Los Angeles Harbor College- 
Gulf Ave Elementary School-

ADrum Barracks Civil War Museum and Park-
:Y:Y:

John Mendez Baseball Park-------

Ken Malloy Harbor Regional Park 

Wilmington Town Square-------------

-

...........II
Banning Elementary School 

Hawaiian Ave Elementary School' — 10

I 5
A :i:Wilmington Recreation Center’

kWilmington Waterfront Park- — i

Avalon Triangle Park’

#
Freeway easement

A
WWL vehicle services

......

Railroad right-of-way —

yj

&
*

Potential Permeability 

High Permeability 

!*A Medium Permeability 

Low Permeability

Existing Permeability 

High: 127 L OPark r i
RECHARGE POTENTIAL 0' 1,500' 3,000'Water

Bioswales along major north/south streets could significantly increase the recharge potential of this densely developed neighborhood. 
Minor east-west streets could have new street profiles to incorporate storm water. Large scale multi family residential properties and 
nearby schools could collect roof, playground and parking runoff for aquifer recharge. Replacing impervious surfaces on residential lots 
with porous ones would increase aquifer supplies.
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USGS Land Cover Database, 2010, Av ! at: < http:/ 
ta.php> (ac

er.usgs.g°v/
22 July 20
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^ Neighborhood Tree Canopy 

Other Parks

L O----- Water r i
URBAN FOREST COVER 0' 1,500' 3,000'— 10' Contours

Source
The urban forest cover in the neighborhood is quite uneven.
Street, particularly and not surprisingly in the parks and golf courses (Ken Malloy Harbor Regional Park, Drum Barracks Civil War Museum 
and Park, Banning Park and the Harbor Park Golf Course). There are large voids in the canopy, due to industrial areas, particularly evident 
east of Island Avenue.

It is denser in the northern part of the neighborhood, north of Anaheim LA ' Raster (2006),
(online) Available at: <http://e ortal/201 0/1 2/23/tree-cano- 

> (accessed 7 August, 2016)
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WILMINGTON RECREATION CENTER 0' 400' 800'

Wilmington Recreation Center is bounded by West E Street on the north, North Neptune Avenue on the east, West C Street on the 
south and Bay View Avenue on the west. The South abuts the Wilmington Waterfront Park that was designed by Sasaki Associates. The 
park is located in a predominately residential neighborhood of single-family houses, with port infrastructure to the south and industrial 
areas east of Island Avenue.

Map data ©2015 Google, accessed October 15, 2016
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Parking Lot 

Sports Fields 

Tree Canopy

r i
0' 400' 800'— Water

SITE PLAN
Center." Wilmington Recrea! 

Angeles Department of Recreation and Parks. City Of Los .
Recreation and Parks, 2

Center I City of Los
The park is spatially structured by a strong diagonal, which organizes the community and maintenance buildings: it determines the over
riding geometry of the park. The park has two baseball Diamonds (one lighted, one unlighted), basketball courts (outdoor unlighted / 
indoor), picnic tables, horseshoe pits, childrens play area and skate area.
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Single-family Homes

Apartment Buildings ________ m

Ambassador Skate Park
0

-10
Wilmington Park

-20

Single Family Homes 
Commercial Buildings

-30

-40

-50

-60

-70

'-80'

-90

-100

NON-TURF VEGETATION INVENTORY

Trees
80'-

70'- 7 T
60'-

±
50'-

40'-

30'-

Spe20'-

510'-

Platanus racemosa 
California Sycamore

Cin Olea Europaea 
Olive

Phoenix reclinata 
Senegal Date Palm 

20-40'T

Platanus x acerifolia 
London Plane Tree 
75-100'Tx60-75'W

Quercus agrifolia 
Coast Live Oak

Schinus molle Schinus terbinthifolius 
California Pepper Tree 

25-40'Tx25-40'W
T^ee

tipu
Mexican Fan Palm 

100'T
Camphor

50-60'Tx50'W
Lemon Gum Ironbark 

40-60'Tx20-30'W
Crape Myrtle 
5-20'Tx5-18'W

Sweet Gum
60-80'Tx40-60'W

Brazilian Pepper 
15-30'Tx10-20'W 20-30'Tx20-30'W 25-30'Tx8-10'W

Palm
40-60'Tx40-60'W 90'T 20-30'Tx15-25'W 40-60'Tx40-50

♦ 6^6 66* 66 66 66# 6* 66 666# 6 66# 66 6
PREDOMINANT

SPECIES

Shrubs

. v

■■ ■

6^- 66H'?hfn"LHlb„.:„, 66Poroc?rBamboo

Impermeable Low Potential ^Permeable Public Space 

Permeable High Potential | | Buildings

Permeable Medium Potential Granada Hills Pool

!. OCalifornia Native 

Good Shade Canopy 

6 Low Water Needs 

66 Medium Water Needs 

666 High Water Needs

r i
0' 400' 800'PARK VEGETATION & SECTION Source

There are approximately 20 tree species in this 7.3 acre park including native Sycamores and Oaks. Other ornamental species in the 
park include Eucalyptus, Olive, Crepe Myrtle and Camphor. A grove of California Fan Palms is scattered across a lawn area. Substantial 

of the park. The topography of this park is very level. It is surrounded on three sides by mixed

"Plant Fi fer." Mi Botanical Garden. Missouri Botanical Garden, 2017.
Permeable Low Potential | 

Impermeable High Potential 

Impermeable Medium Potential

Impermeable Roads 8 Feb. 2017. <http://

shade is provided in the central 
single-family and multi-family housing. The south side of the park is adjacent to the much larger Wilmington Waterfront Park

area Plan Information. San Marcos Growers, 2016. Web. 8 Feb.
<http://www.smgrowers.com/produots/pls

17.
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TREE CANOPY
The tree canopy in Wilmington Recreational Center is concentrated at the perimeters, near the parking lots and near the buildings, 
leaving large areas open for recreation. In the adjacent neighborhood the canopy is sporadic and appears to be primarily consisting of 
trees in individual lots on residential property.
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I-TREE CALCULATIONS
2,500 points classified into 9 cover classes

% COVERAGECOVER CLASS DESCRIPTION POINTS CLASSIFIEDBENEFIT DESCRIPTION VALUE =/- SE AMOUNT =/- SE

15.6%Tree Cover Trees 391$1.79Carbon Monoxide Removed Annually 

Nitrogen Dioxide Removed Annually 

Ozone Removed Annually

2.69 lb.+/- 0.08 +/- 0.12

Groundcover Permeable, Non-Trees 36.1%902$9.89 17.20 lb.+/- 0.46 +/- 0.80

Unpaved Non-Vegetation 

Buildings

Permeable Groundcover 12.0%$530.65 30195.61 lb.+/- 24.65 +/- 4.44

Impermeable Structures

Impermeable

Impermeable

Impermeable

Permeable

18.0%451Particulate Matter <2.5 microns 
Removed Annually $136.05 1.44 lb.+/- 6.32 +/- 0.07

1.16%Streets 29

$0.62Sulfur Dioxide Removed Annually 3.47 lb.+/- 0.03 +/- 0.16
Parking Lots 7.84%196

Particulate Matter >2.5 microns and 
<10 microns Removed Annually

Paved Paths 6.68%167
$75.69 24.23 lb.+/-3.52 +/- 1.13

0.00%Water 0
Carbon Dioxide Sequestered Annually 
in Trees $262.91 +/- 12.21 7.27 T +/- 0.34 Impermeable Paved Courts 2.56%Sports Courts 64 i
Carbon Dioxide Stored in Trees
(Note: This benefit is not annual rate) $5,197.45 +/- 241.43 143.74 T +/- 6.68

POINTS CLASSIFIED SURFACE COVERAGE
i

r ~vt: jjJ

*
► O Points Classified■ ■.

Groundcover

II
\t

■ Tree Covermm IT r:1 «■ Unpaved Non-Vegetation 

Paved Paths•I 1
SMSs sfwraS

!**■ —>IWfcSl SRaS-W Asphalt [streets, parking lots, sports courts]

Buildings

WaterIt 11
MS*i hrsk

■ *
3l

-

; c.
71.1.1* r19

\*p,
t?M i-Tree Canopy. i-Tree Sc Suite v5.x. (n.d.). Web. Av 

>ls.org/survey.php?>, (acc
? at: < http://canopy. 
28 December 2016)vt\

\------*~«l} Ml*
• ■ -t

TT rvr—'*W*

POLLUTION SEQUESTRATION
The orange dots on the diagram show the points that were selected for sequestration readings in the iTree calculation method. The tree 
canopy is primarily located on the park perimeters and provides less than 15.6% coverage of the entire park. The trees provide valuable 
services storing tons of carbon dioxide and removing many pollutants from the air. The trees not only sequesters 2.7 pounds of carbon 
monoxide annually, but as well a number of other pollutants, including nitrogen dioxide (17 pounds), ozone (95.6 pounds), particulate 
matter (1.4 pounds), sulfur dioxide (3.5 pounds). It also sequesters 17.3 tons of carbon dioxide in trees annually.

P14-18

PERMEABILITY + % SURFACE COVERAGE
The I-Tree software analyses the type of land cover and its permeability. Approximately 36.24% of the park is covered with impermeable 
surfaces in walks, parking lots, buildings and sports courts. 63.7% is covered by trees, turf and other permeable ground cover.
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STORMWATER TRANSFER & RETENTION POTENTIAL 0' 400' 800'

Storm collected in Wilmington Recreation Center and Wilmington Waterfront Park could be filtered and collected to support both 
of these community parks. Extensive paved areas at the port of Los Angeles could also filter, collect and store run off. This water 
would have to be pumped back to the parks for storage or re-use. Smaller scale commercial properties and nearby schools could also 
contribute water to support the park.
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LOCAL CRIME (COMPSTAT 5-MONTH PERIOD 2016-17)

!. OPark Site r i
According to LA Compstat Crime mapping there were 131 crimes reported between August 6, 2106 and January 8, 2017 within a one 
half mile radius of the park. Half of the reported crimes were assaults, vehicle break ins/thefts and larceny. Of the remaining crimes, a 
large portion was vehicle thefts. Burglaries and robberies comprised 30 % of the overall crimes. There were two rapes reported during 
the period studied. Almost a quarter of the area within the / mile radius is in the port industrial area. No crimes were reported in the 
port areas meaning that the density of reported crime is significantly higher in the remaining 75 % of the study area. Four crimes were 
reported adjacent to the park. They included one assault with a deadly weapon, three motor vehicle thefts and one theft/ larceny report. 
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15 HOLLENBECKPARK

Interpretative Maps: Hollenbeck Park
L.A. Recreation & Parks Condition Survey & Report Card Neighborhood Scale

KH
CONSULTING
GROUP
MANAGEMENT
CONSULTANTS

OotDL

KH Consulmg Group (KH), 1901 Avenue of the Stars, Sufe 200, Los Angeles CA 90067 
Telephone: 310/203-5417 FAX: 310/203-5419 Emai: gayta@khcg.com Web Sice: www.KHConsulSngGroup.com
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GoverleafProspect Park
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Bridge St Elementary School j

tAliso Triangle----------------------------

State Street Recreation Center- 7f
Utah St Elementary School -f

Sheridan St Elementary School

IPecan Recreation Center- H

Second St Elementary School
_kAALani Vest-Pocket Park-

Aliso-Pico Recreation Center 1 ;2j
Breed St Elementary School--------------
Evergreen Cemetery--------------------------
St. Mary Catholic Elementary School 

First St Elementary School

74
YZl 1

101

Hollenbeck Park-
LACMTA Division 20 Rail

Roosevelt High School Pool
Roosevelt High School \ _Evergreen Recreation Center-

Highway Easement-

Hollenbeck Middle School
5

Railroad Right-of-Way-
Los Angeles River-

Bishop Mora Salesian High School

Boyle Heights Sports Center- ,4-
Soto St Elementary School — 
Euclid Ave Elementary School

Sunrise Elementary School —
60

//
Msgr. Ramon D Garcia Recreation Center

Lorena St Elementary School /

/
Accessible Public Space 

Underutilized Public Space 

Semi-Accessible Space 

Underutilized Private Space

Highways Park

L Or i
ACCESS & POTENTIAL GREEN NETWORK Bus Lines ----- Water 0' 1,500' 3,000'

O Bus Stops 

- “ Bike Lanes
Hollenbeck Park is accessible by vehicles from the I-5, US-101, I-10, and California State Route 60. It is a 0.6-mile walk from the Mariachi 
Plaza Gold Line Station. Numerous bus lines also provide access to the park, particularly from East 1st Street, Whittier Boulevard, Soto 
and 4th Street. The Los Angeles River, the LACMTA Division 20 rail yard, the railroad right-of-way, the highway easements, and the large 
number of schools in the area provide potential for a large public network of green spaces.
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Evergreen Cemetery------------
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"1Hollenbeck Park-

S
— ■
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Roosevelt High School Pool 
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Highway Easement---------------- 11:
Hollenbeck Middle School ■: :
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Boyle Heights Sports Center- -
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Euclid Ave Elementary School
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d:
'.'N

—

;>•Msgr. Ramon D. Garcia Recreation Center _ HjWjir
jLorena St Elementary School

m
Wk m

Potential Permeability 

High Permeability 

'.yi Medium Permeability 

Low Permeability

Existii

L OParkRECHARGE POTENTIAL r iHigh: 1: 0' 1,500' 3,000'
Hollenbeck Park was located in a natural arroyo that existed across Boyle Avenue from the estate of Elizabeth Hollenbeck, a co
benefactor with William Workman (Boyle Heights founder) of the 'pleasure grounds' during the late 1800s 'city beautiful movement'. The 
arroyo was dammed to create the park's lake. The topographical low area has since been filled with road and rail infrastructure and is ripe 
for rethinking in terms of returning to its state as a flood plain. Similarly, the embankments of the L.A. River can be expanded and existing 
school playgrounds could be redesigned to most efficiently provide additional storm water detention and ground water recharge areas. 
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> (accessed 7 August, 2016)
The urban forest cover is markedly different in the Arts District, west of the L.A. River, and in Boyle Heights, east of the L.A. River. There 
is a great deal of vegetation density along the freeways and in the southeast-northwest streets.
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HOLLENBECK PARK !. O----- Park r i
0' 400' 800'Hollenbeck Park was built in the late 1800s in the historic Los Angeles community of Boyle Heights amongst Craftsman 

bungalows and Victorian homes. In the 1960s, the I-5 or Golden State Freeway was built (despite a petition with 15,000 
signatures and dissent of then Councilman Edward Roybal) along its western edge over part of the southern extents. Today 
there is a dissonant juxtaposition of the I-10 Freeway and the rest bucolic park with borders of 4th Street on the north, 
South St. Louis Street on the east and Hollenbeck Drive on the south.
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The park is focused on the Lake around which has various walking paths, at the level of the lake and at a higher elevation. 
There is a bridge at the southern section across the linear lake. The park hosts barbecue pits, picnic tables, a children's play 
area and skate park.
P15-12

s. City Of : Ange Dep n and Parks, 2017. 
Web. 3 Jan. 2017.

P15-13



101 Freeway------------------------------

Hollenbeck Home Senior Living 
10 Freeway

__1

0Hollenbeck Park Lake

-10

Single Family Homes
-20

-30

-40

-50

-60

-70

-80

-90

-100

NON-TURF VEGETATION INVENTORY

Trees
80 T T

70'-----

60' -

50'

40'.......... i.:

30'—.... i ■

£Jv20'—

it10

Magnolia grandifolia Pho 
Sout

Pir sis Wa igtonia Rol 
ican Fan Pa

aidwillii Ca Cedr deodara Cho 
ar Cedar

Eucalyptu ydora Fra
Ash q

styraciflua J -ida ysifolia Pir osa Qu
ore C

agrifolia 
ve Oak Calif

Sc olle Tipuana tipu 
aer Tree Tipu Tree

20-30'Tx20-30'W

Trachycarpu
Windmil

fortunei Ulm vifolia Wa ->nia Plifera 
Fan Palm

Plata ingto
Canary Pir Mi Pir De Tre Gu Sha S G gal Date P 

20-40'T
Stone Pine 

40-60'Tx20-40'W
Pe Pa Chinese Elm 

40-50'Tx25-40'
CaCali Sycam 

40-60'Tx40-60'60-8 0'Tx40'W50-8 0'Tx20-35'W 100'T 50-90'T 6-15'T 40-50'Tx30-40' 40-60'Tx20-40' 90'T 'Tx60' 60-8 0'Tx40-60'W 25-50Tx15-30'W 40-60'Tx40-50' 25-40'Tx25-40'W 25-30'Tx8-10'W 6-45'T

66 66 66 6^ *6^ 66# V)66# 66# 666 6 6 66 66# 66# 6 6 66 6
PREDOMINANT

SPECIES

Shrubs

€ ra iV.
■/£

V /.!•'Jr j
i■

_j

6Ji66 W ™ 66He “66h?: - 66p" 66'S: 66s*' 6S 6Y66L;ygap. 6 66Ca Pho egi
Plu Alg Day Lily To Gray Ru Mock Orange Fla Bird of Pa Yu^61-2'TxW

PARK VEGETATION & SECTION
Impermeable Low Potential ^Permeable Public Space 

Permeable High Potential | | Buildings

Permeable Medium Potential Granada Hills Pool

This park has the most diverse landscapes and largest number of species of trees and shrubs of all the case study parks. Developed in 
the late 19th Century as a Victorian botanical strolling garden, there are over 40 species of trees are in the park today. There are many 
varieties of palms, waterside Cypresses along the lake edge, native oaks and various flowering trees. Water plants grow in the lake and 
sprawling shrubs cover some of the slopes in the park. The cross section illustrates the lake in the center of the park and the sloping 
sides that connect to St. Louis Street on the east and the freeway to the west. The freeway is elevated on grade in the northern portion 
of the park and flies over the lake in the southern portion of the park. Single-family homes, a senior living facility and apartment buildings 
overlook the park from the east.
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TREE CANOPY 0' 400' 800'

With over 100 years of use as a park there are dense and substantial areas of tree canopy in Hollenbeck Park. The canopy in the 
surrounding neighborhood is consistently sparse with the exception of the Hollenbeck Palms Retirement Community, another historic 
property in the area. There is great potential for increased canopy in near by school campuses and larger scale multi-family apartment 
complexes.
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I-TREE CALCULATIONS
2,500 points classified into 9 cover classes

% COVERAGECOVER CLASS DESCRIPTION POINTS CLASSIFIEDBENEFIT DESCRIPTION VALUE =/- SE AMOUNT =/- SE
T T T T

30.20%Tree Cover Trees 755$9.61Carbon Monoxide Removed Annually 

Nitrogen Dioxide Removed Annually 

Ozone Removed Annually

14.46 lb.+/- 0.29 +/- 0.44

Groundcover Permeable, Non-Trees 34.70%868$53.18 92.49 lb.+/- 1.62 +/- 2.81

Unpaved Non-Vegetation 

Buildings

Permeable Groundcover 1.88% i$2,852.78 47514.00 lb.+/- 86.74 +/- 15.63

Impermeable Structures

Impermeable

Impermeable

Impermeable

Permeable

1.92%48Particulate Matter <2.5 microns 
Removed Annually $731.43 7.77 lb.+/- 22.24 +/- 0.24

1.08%Streets 27

$3.33Sulfur Dioxide Removed Annually 18.63 lb.+/- 0.10 +/- 0.57
Parking Lots 1.16%29

Particulate Matter >2.5 microns and 
<10 microns Removed Annually

Paved Paths 9.44%236
$406.89 130.28 lb.+/- 12.37 +/- 3.96

Surface Water 19.40%485
Carbon Dioxide Sequestered Annually 
in Trees $1,413.43 +/- 42.98 39.09 T +/- 1.19 Impermeable Paved Courts 0.20%Sports Courts 5

Carbon Dioxide Stored in Trees
(Note: This benefit is not annual rate) $27,941.64 +/- 849.58 772.74 T +/- 23.50
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POLLUTION SEQUESTRATION
The orange dots on the diagram show the points that were selected for sequestration readings in the iTree calculation method. The tree 
canopy is primarily located on the park perimeters and provides less than 30% coverage of the entire park. The trees provide valuable 
services storing tons of carbon dioxide and removing many pollutants from the air The trees not only sequesters 14.5 pounds of carbon 
monoxide annually, but as well a number of other pollutants, including nitrogen dioxide (92.5 pounds), ozone (514 pounds), particulate 
matter (7.7 pounds), sulfur dioxide (18.6 pounds). It also sequesters 39 tons of carbon dioxide in trees annually.
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PERMEABILITY + % SURFACE COVERAGE
The I-Tree software analyses the type of land cover and its permeability. Approximately 13.8% of the park is covered with impermeable 
surfaces in walks, parking lots, buildings and sports courts. 86.18% is covered by trees, turf and other permeable ground cover.
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According to LA Compstat Crime mapping there were 174 crimes reported between September 4, 2106 and February 4, 2017 
one-half mile radius of the park. The majority of crimes reported in the vicinity of the park were larceny, vehicle break in/thefts, motor 
vehicle thefts, assaults and larceny. Crimes were reported in a fairly even geographic distribution in the neighborhood surrounding the 
park. A substantial portion of the area within the 62 mile radius is occupied by schools, freeways and rights of ways reducing the areas in 
which crimes were reported. Crimes were reported on 4th and Louis streets adjacent to the park. These crimes included assaults, a rape, 
an incidence of child abuse as well as vehicle break-ins and thefts.
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Volume III - L.A. Parks' Challenges and Maintenance
Recommendations

KH Consulting Group (KH) assessed the maintenance activities in RAP's community parks, 
operated by the City of Los Angeles Department of Recreation & Parks (RAP). Volume III 
supplements and builds on the findings in Volume I, "L.A. Parks Report Cards" of 40 
community parks, and Volume II, "L.A. Parks Case Studies" of 15 of the 40 community parks 
assessed. RAP maintenance performed well on specific maintenance features: children's 
play areas and park interiors. Other maintenance areas, such as restrooms, received low 
grades in the "L.A. Parks Report Cards," indicating a need for improvement.

Any park system should be safe and clean. Parks should also be fun and attractive 
community assets. Community parks have added responsibilities to heighten park use and 
serve the community. Increasing park use entails:

Building and maintaining children's playgrounds, hard surface courts, playing fields, 
recreational facilities, access to nature, picnic areas, restrooms, and drinking 
fountains

Delivering programs and activities that attract people to the community parks

Creating well- conceptualized civic design that will create positive and varied 
experiences for park users

RAP has many challenges that affect its ability to meet these goals. Some of these 
challenges are within RAP's control; many require commitment from the City and 
collaboration of multiple City departments and County agencies. These challenges include:

Environmental challenges, including rising temperatures, water conservation, energy 
costs, and endangered tree canopy

Societal challenges, including gangs and graffiti, as well as homeless individuals who 
are overly reliant on park restrooms, open space, and other park amenities

RAP's economic recovery and staffing levels

RAP's need for an asset management inventory system, preventive maintenance 
program, workload standards, and capital planning improvements

RAP's emergency management responsibilities for the City

RAP's ongoing need for technological innovation

RAP's need for better park planning, to ensure the highest and best use of available 
parklands

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■
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BACKGROUND

Approach

This performance review of maintenance activities involved:

Developing an understanding of the strategic challenges and the context for the 
community parks in the larger urban landscape

A review of prior maintenance audits, documents, and data analysis

Approximately 35 interviews with RAP management and maintenance supervisors

A review of 40 community park assessments, conducted by RAND Corporation and 
displayed in Volume I, "L.A. Parks Report Cards"

A review of Volume II, "L.A. Parks Case Studies" of 15 of the 40 community parks, 
including interpretative maps, developed by the Office of the Designed Landscape 
(OotDL)

KH's stakeholder questionnaire, including input from 3,749 external stakeholders 
and RAP employees, regarding maintenance concerns and priorities, summarized in 
this Volume III's Appendix

Examination of work standards and examples of park baseline staffing

11 on-site park visits with RAP maintenance managers in the Pacific, Metro and 
Valley Regions, coupled with 10 independent site visits to 40 of the L.A. Parks1

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

RAP Maintenance Overview

RAP maintenance activities, including Land Maintenance, Buildings & Facilities, and Utilities 
& Sanitation, require approximately $81 million, or about 40% of RAP's budget. RAP 
employs nearly 800 full-time maintenance workers, who are supplemented by part-time 
hourly workers, hiring hall craft workers, and contractors.

RAP's General Manager and Assistant General Manager (AGM)/Executive Officer have 6 
functional areas reporting to them, including:

3 operational branches. Recreational Services Branch (RSB), Special Operations 
Branch (SOB), and Planning, Maintenance & Construction Branch (PMC)

3 staff divisions. Innovation, Technology, & Community Engagement Division (ITCE), 
Human Resources Division (HRD), and Finance & Administration Services Division 
(FAS)

■

■

1 RAP's Principal Grounds Maintenance Supervisors selected the parks, based on KH's request to visit one 
excellent" park, one "average" park, and one "challenged" park in each region. KH also conducted site visits 

at Griffith Park and Fern Dell Park to gain background information and an understanding of the variety of 
facilities that RAP manages.
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City of Los Angeles, Department of Recreation & Parks
Planning & Development Branch Structure: Management Positions

February 2017
Planning & 

Development
Assistant General Manager

iT T 1
Citywide

Construction
Administration

Maintenance
Administration

Landscape
Architecture

Griffith Park 
Irrigation

City Construction 
Administration

Metro
Construction

Administration
Metro Region

West
Construction

Administration
Pacific Region

Legend: Filled Management Position

Valley
Construction

Administration

Vacant Management Position
Valley Region

Forestry

RAP's PMC Branch is responsible for maintenance activities, the focus of this performance 
review. The PMC Branch also has a Planning Division responsible for planning, design, and 
project construction, which was outside the scope of this review.2

For purpose of this report, KH uses the following terms to describe the core maintenance 
activities:

Grounds maintenance duties performed by the Maintenance Administration 
Division. This division's work includes grounds maintenance, gardening, and 
custodial services. Grounds maintenance staff cut the grass; tend shrubbery and 
trees; remove weeds; and operate and provide repairs for irrigation systems.
Grounds maintenance is also charged with providing custodial services for restrooms, 
recreation centers, and other park buildings.

Facilities maintenance duties performed by the Citywide Construction Division. This 
division's work primarily consists of repairs to buildings and grounds, such as fence, 
bleacher, and bench repair; restroom repairs and renovations; and building system 
repairs, including electrical, plumbing, and Heating, Ventilation, & Air Condition

■

■

2 Note: The Planning & Development Branch also has a landscape architecture function and a separate 
division in charge of the Venice Recreation Center, which delivers programs and performs maintenance duties, 
given the uniqueness of that site. These two functions are outside the scope of this review.
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(HVAC). Facilities maintenance is also charged with maintenance and repairs of 
playgrounds, as well as swimming pools and managing swimming pool water 
supplies. The Citywide Construction Division does some capital-funded improvement 
work to upgrade parks, but they do not ordinarily execute major capital projects.

For simplicity, KH refers to the staff involved in these activities as maintenance employees 
collectively. When necessary to distinguish between them, KH uses the terms grounds 
maintenance employees or facilities maintenance employees.

RAP is also tasked with Emergency Shelter Preparedness in support of the City's related 
efforts. Planning and preparation for emergency response adds to the maintenance 
workload. If there is an actual emergency and shelters are activated, the additional demand 
for support and maintenance escalates considerably.

RAP Maintenance Strengths

RAP has noteworthy strengths and accomplishments related to its maintenance activities, 
including:

Its commitment to its work in maintaining parks in good condition in the face of 
substantial staffing reductions

Its effective water use program, which has reduced water consumption by more 
than 50% since 2007, while supporting a slight increase in park acreage (In 2016,
RAP consumed 1.8 billion gallons of water.)

Maintenance staff members' community and customer orientation, 
including responsiveness and resourcefulness

Its cadre of experienced senior leaders in grounds and facilities 
maintenance

Its enhanced GIS mapping capabilities

Its "Recycled Water Customer of the Year Award" from LADWP in 
2017

RAP maintenance staff members are also involved in the implementation of the 
department's emergency preparedness and response plans for displaced residents (Note: 
The parks serve as vital assembly and shelter locations in the event of natural disasters and 
other emergencies.)

On the basis of our interviews and site observations, RAP maintenance employees are 
dedicated to their work. They show sincere concern for the condition and functions of RAP's 
community parks.

When they express frustration, it almost always concerns a lack of resources to maintain 
high standards or respond appropriately to systemic social problems, such as homelessness 
and gang violence, which affect the parks and entire City. They have been involved in some 
of RAP's piloting of new City initiatives for addressing the needs of homeless people.

■

■

■

■

■

■

L.A. Parks Volume III, Page 6 KH
CONSULTING
GROUP
MANAGEMENT
CONSULTANTS



STAKEHOLDER AND RAP EMPLOYEES' MAINTENANCE CONCERNS

Both external and internal stakeholders completed the KH stakeholder questionnaire; the 
Appendix to this Volume contains the overall questionnaire results. In total, 3,270 people 
responded to the question: "How well maintained is your community park?" Of these, 433 
were RAP employees. The ratings are on a scale of 1 to 5, 5 being "Excellent" and 1 being 

Poor.

The RAP employees' average ratings ranged between 3.2 and 3.7 with 5.0 being "Excellent. 
These ratings were similar to the external stakeholders' range of 3.1 to 3.7, indicating 
comparable perceptions in terms of the general performance levels and need for 
improvement.

As show in the bar graph on the following page, external stakeholders and RAP employees 
generally agreed on what were better and poorer maintenance performance areas.

//

RAP Maintenance Priorities, 
Identified on KH's Stakeholder Questionnaire

Question: "How well maintained is your community park?' 
5-Point Scale: 5=Excellent and 1=Poor

Median=3.4

Children’s Playgrounds 

Hardscope/Tennis/Basketball Court Cleaning

Pools

Grafitti Removal

Lawn Mowing

Recreation Center

Picnic Areas

Landscaping

Overall Park Cleanliness and Maintenance

Sports/Athletic Fields 

Tree Trimming 

Litter and Debris Removal

Restroom Cleaning

2.5 2.7 2.9 3.1 3.3 3.5 3.7 3.9
All Stakeholders (N=3,270) ■ RAP Employees (N=433)
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WHY PARKS MATTER - ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFITS AND CHALLENGES

L.A. Parks are directly affected by the environmental challenges facing Southern California 
and other parts of the world. Parks can be a vital element for mitigating some of the 
adverse impacts of urban environments.

Rising Temperatures

RAP parks are important assets to ease 
the impact of rising temperatures.
Average temperatures are rising in Los 
Angeles. In February 2017, Mayor 
Garcetti released the results of the 
Climate Change in the Los Angeles 
Region Project, conducted between 2010 
and 2015 by the Center for Climate 
Science at the University of California at 
Los Angeles (UCLA).3

The Center's research indicates that 
unless action is taken, the number of 
extreme heat days in Los Angeles could 
increase from 6 days to 54 days by the 
end of the century. "Extreme heat" days 
are defined as days with temperatures 
exceeding 95o F. The project's goal is to 
reduce Los Angeles's temperature by 3o F. 
by 2030.

Rising temperatures are not merely the 
result of climate change. The L.A. urban 
landscape contributes to rising 
temperatures. This condition is called the 

urban heat island effect." Cities, such as 
Los Angeles, have compounding factors, 
such as:

Annual Days Hotter Than 95*F 
([Business As Usual Scenario-)

■ 1981-20HJ ■ 2041-2360 ■ 2331-2100

111
Bakersfield 134

154

3
rvirie 12

35

55

Id neast er 91
119

4

Lung Beach 16
37

■ 5
Lot Artgefei 22

54

Palm Springs 15S

17 9

36
Palmdale 71

134

24

Paradena 59
100

// 53
Riverside 9B

128

54

Asphalt roadways and large 
unshaded areas, which increase 
temperatures

San Fernanda 92■
126

3 Climate Change in the Los Angeles Region Project, conducted by the Center for Climate Science at the 
University of California at Los Angeles (UCLA) https://www.ioes.ucla.edu/proiect/climate-change-in-the-los- 
angeles-region/ funded through the U.S. Department of Energy, National Science Foundation, and the 
Southwest Climate Science Center.
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A limited tree canopy, which cannot filter and replenish the air's moisture

Increased drought-resistant plantings, which cannot effectively lower temperatures

Parks are also essential as sources of shade and air-conditioned cooling centers, as part of 
the City's "Beat the Heat" program.4 The program can be vital for individuals, especially 
seniors and others lacking home air conditioning.

■

■

Water Conservation

RAP's ability to maintain green community parks in an environmentally sound way is 
impaired by water use restrictions, water costs, and aging irrigation systems.

Increased Water Rates
RAP management cites a change in its LADWP customer status that could impose more than 
$12 million per year in additional water costs. This is a serious budget challenge. RAP has 
not fully maintained its grounds and facilities with current resources, and past budget 
reductions appear to have reduced investment in the maintenance and replacement of 
irrigation systems. The likely effect of the water price increases could result in:

Recreation and program and maintenance 
reductions, which harm the public's park 
experience
Reduced water use, which adversely affects 
green parks

Additional reductions in irrigation would be 
detrimental to the physical condition of the parks 
and in RAP's ability to maintain reasonable levels of 
ground cover and tree canopies.

Regardless of the cost or amount of water allowed to RAP, the issue of water cost remains. 
The City must either allocate additional budget monies from the General Fund to offset 
those expenditures or recognize that the ability of RAP to operate and maintain its parks 
will be materially impaired.

Water Usage Restrictions & Irrigation Systems
The Los Angeles Department of Water & Power (LADWP) regulations restrict RAP in its 
watering patterns in the same way that residences are limited.5 A five-year drought has 
forced California to impose water use restrictions on its residents. Such restrictions - for 
example, a 20-minute watering limit or strict two-days-a-week watering schedules - are 
suboptimal to good park lawn and tree maintenance. Some tree species require deep 
watering, which has not been possible with the watering schedule restrictions.

■

11

■

4 http://www.emergency.lacity.org/beattheheat
City of Los Angeles, Office of the Mayor, Executive Directive No. 5 (issued 10/14/2014) and Ordinance No. 

184250 (issued 4/25/2016).

5
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RAP maintenance supervisors indicate that the 
restrictions are applied whether or not the park uses 
recycled water. RAP monitors the percentage of 
recycled water compared to potable water it uses;
RAP reports that about one-third of its water use 
comes from recycled sources in the parks; 
approximately 75% of its golf course acreage is 
irrigated with recycled water.

RAP has made significant strides in water 
conservation.

RAP has reduced water consumption by more than 50% at City parks: from approximately 
4.1 billion gallons annually in 2007 to 2.0 billion gallons annually in 2016. Nevertheless, RAP 
cannot use its water as effectively as it would like. It has invested significant funds in 
"smart" irrigation systems, but cannot use them to their full extent because they would use 
water on prohibited days, or for longer periods of time than current regulations will allow. 
Water restrictions are uniform throughout the City to ensure equity, but the City actually 
has several climate zones that have differing irrigation needs.

Although RAP has made significant progress in conserving water over the past 9 years, 
recent changes in the LADWP rate structure will result in substantial increases in the cost of 
water.

Water costs are anticipated to increase from $10 
million in 2015 to $22 million in 2020. Even with no 
increase in water usage, RAP expects its water costs to 
increase by $3 million in FY 2017-2018.

A community park's assigned grounds maintenance 
employee is the primary front-line irrigation worker.
Most of these repairs involve sprinkler fixtures and 
adjustments above their valve diaphragm. The 
"diaphragm" is the part of the sprinkler that raises the sprinkler head when the water is 
turned on. In most cases, grounds maintenance employees adjust or change broken 
sprinkler heads.

More extensive repairs are assigned to regional irrigation specialists. This arrangement may 
not always be effective due to limited resources, resulting in ineffective, non-functioning, 
turned-off, or leaking irrigation systems.

While conducting site visits in all RAP maintenance regions, KH team members observed 
that more than one-half of those parks showed evidence of irrigation problems, including 
ponding, broken or buried sprinkler heads, dry spots, and leaking irrigation systems in need 
of maintenance.

-.

•983. J'

x
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RAP needs to vigilantly monitor its sprinkling and irrigation systems to avoid unnecessary 
over-watering, under-watering, and water waste. RAP may be able to improve its use of 
water by investing in the upgrade, redesign, or replacement of aging irrigation systems.

RAP should partner with LADWP and Los Angeles Department of Public Works (LADPW) 
Bureau of Sanitation to more aggressively pursue water conservation and watershed 
management practices.

Although recent rains have eased the drought, RAP is cognizant that its community parks 
are part of a Mediterranean coastal sage and chaparral eco-system and, thus, subject to 
cycles of drought. Therefore, RAP must continuously follow good water conservation 
practices - as both stewards of the City's environmental resources and as a role model of 
best practices for the community at large.

RAP has undertaken many initiatives to reduce its water usage, such as water retention 
plants, installation of synthetic turf fields, promotion of recycled water programs, smart 
controllers for sprinkling systems, and use of regionally compatible trees and plants.6 RAP 
has additional opportunities to conserve water and benefit from better watershed 
management practices even further.

Watershed management. All 40 L.A. Parks have the capacity to receive, treat, and 
possibly infiltrate storm water from the surrounding neighborhoods to recharge 
potential local water resources, which in times of drought are critical to maintaining 
parks' natural and recreational resources.

Water recharge and harvesting potential. Large parking surfaces in nearby parking 
lots, at schools, and in commercial complexes can contribute to park water supply.
In more urbanized areas, run off from roofs of higher-density housing or industrial 
and commercial uses can contribute run-off water to support parks.

Surface coverage. Comparisons of surface materials in the 15 L.A. Park Case Studies 
provides a quick snapshot of water needs, permeability, and urban forest cover.
Most of the L.A. Parks have a relatively high percent of area dedicated to active play 
fields to fulfill their role in supplying venues for organized sports.

A natural turf surface translates to high water and maintenance costs compared to 
areas with more tree canopy. If the surface is a synthetic turf, it generates heat, 
which raises ambient temperatures, generates run off due to construction with 
impermeable materials, and has a high periodic replacement cost. Paved areas of 
roads, parking lots, and courts in the parks contribute to heat island effect and storm 
water run-off.

■

■

■

6 City of Los Angeles, Department of Recreation & Parks http://lwww.aparks.org/water
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Recommendation HI-1. RAP Maintenance should implement better water management 
practices for its sprinkler and irrigation systems and partner with LADWP and LADPW 
Bureau of Sanitation for better watershed management practices.

Better use of available water resources will help offset the rising cost of the water necessary 
to maintain the parks, improve the condition of park landscapes, and reduce the need for 
and substantial cost of landscape refurbishment.

Sprinkler and Irrigation System Repairs and Upgrades
RAP should:

1. Seek funding for more extensive repair or replacement of irrigation systems

2. Work with the Bureau of Sanitation to seek funding for long-term projects to provide 
more recycled water for park irrigation

3. As noted in the RAP 2017-2021 Strategic Plan (Draft), evaluate the smart water 
meter pilot program and implement it in additional parks to enhance water use 
management and leak detection

Watershed Management Practices
As discussed and recommended in Volume II, "L.A. Parks Case Studies," RAP should partner 
with LADWP and the Bureau of Sanitation to launch an aggressive watershed management 
program in the parks and surrounding areas. Such watershed management initiatives 
should build on best practices proven effective elsewhere.

LADWP Water Policies
RAP should work with LADWP to seek changes in policies to:

1. Increase the amount of water allocated to park maintenance, particularly for parks 
that use recycled water

2. Allow greater flexibility within current water restriction policies to allow for watering 
times and durations that best use allocated water and its efficient application7

Other RAP Efforts
Other RAP efforts could involve:

1. Engaging in a concerted community education effort to increase the public's 
understanding of the need for flexibility in park watering and the differences 
between park and residential needs

2. Seek General Fund budget increases to help offset the additional costs of water or 
work out an arrangement with LADWP where it reinvests the revenues it earns from 
RAP in better irrigation systems and watershed management practices in the parks 
and surrounding areas

7 RAP and LADWP might establish an annual allotment of water to be used, thus providing flexibility based on 
a park's local climate, weather conditions, and seasonal variations.
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Energy Efficiency and Cost

RAP's electric costs have increased, and could affect RAP's ability to deliver maintenance 
services.

New rules governing the payment for electricity highlight the opportunity for RAP to 
upgrade its plant and equipment technologies so that they are more energy efficient. RAP is 
now required to pay for the electric power it draws from LADWP. This imposed cost is 
another de facto budget cut, reducing the resources available for park operations, 
maintenance, and evening activities. In a worst-case scenario, such energy charges could 
limit the number of evening activities RAP can offer, despite the beneficial effect these 
activities bring to the community.

RAP planning staff members are currently evaluating opportunities to lower power 
consumption and reduce costs through the installation of LED lighting, upgraded energy 
efficient HVAC systems, and other power-saving measures in facilities where the 
investments are justified. Some recreation centers have been relamped with LED lights. 
Where HVAC systems have reached the end of their useful lives, more efficient replacement 
systems have been specified. This work is significantly constrained by budget limitations. 
Improvements in plant and equipment to reduce energy consumption will require 
significant capital investment.

One possible response to this challenge would be to expedite the replacement of current 
lighting systems with LED-based lighting systems, wherever possible. This effort, however, 
will require a significant increase in capital funding, estimated at close to $100 million, and 
some parks may require full electrical system upgrades to meet current building codes.

Recommendation III-2. RAP must continually strive to reduce its energy use through 
energy-saving solutions and innovative financing arrangements.

RAP should continue to reduce its energy use through energy-saving solutions. The first 
steps entail:

Planning
1. Maintain an inventory of the current stock and type of lighting (e.g., incandescent, 

gas vapor, and metal halide lighting)

2. Construct a capital plan, outlining the capital requirements to convert existing 
lighting systems to LED

3. Construct a business plan to project the cost reductions and their effect on the RAP 
budget to convert such lighting to LED

Financing
4. Pursue several options for expediting its LED light replacement program, such as:

a. Seek funding to carry out the capital and business plans
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b. Seek additional General Fund monies to offset the increased cost of 
energy until energy consumption can be minimized through the lighting 
replacement function

c. Explore feasibility of grants, rebates, or on-bill financing with LADWP for 
completing the conversion of RAP facilities to LED lighting (e.g., indoor 
gyms and outdoor fields)

This latter on-bill action would basically be a utility loan from LADWP to 
RAP to make energy-saving improvements. LADWP would add a monthly 
charge to cover the repayments with no or low interest rates. This 
arrangement should be designed so the repayment minus energy cost 
savings from the improvements cancel each other out, resulting in "bill 
neutrality.»8

New Technologies
5. Continually invest in new technologies and assess their applicability, including 

upgraded HVAC systems to take advantage of more energy efficient technology; 
smart building management systems; smart irrigation systems; etc.

Tree Canopy and Park Bio-Diversity Benefits

A key strategy for reducing Los Angeles's temperature is the tree canopy. At a time when 
the City should be planting more trees, Los Angeles and RAP face several critical challenges: 
unshaded park areas, invasive pests destroying the park trees, and lack of tree-diversity.

Unshaded Park Areas

Trees can play an important role in managing the City's micro-climates, but the community 
parks have many unshaded areas.

As documented in Volume II, "L.A. Parks Case Studies," community parks have a relatively 
high percent of areas dedicated to active playing fields with few trees. The City's 
temperature is expected to rise due to climate change. An increase in the tree canopy can 
mitigate the heat island effect and provide valuable shade. Shade can also help to reduce 
the need for air conditioning, save on energy use, and abate greenhouse gas emissions. A 
2014 U.S. Environmental Protection Administration (EPA) study found that tree groves can 
reduce temperatures by 9o F compared to open areas.9

8 A similar financing arrangement could be used for RAP to upgrade its HVAC systems. 
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2014-06/documents/treesandvegcompendium.pdf, accessed 

February 10, 2017.

9

L.A. Parks Volume III, Page 14 KH
CONSULTING
GROUP
MANAGEMENT
CONSULTANTS

https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2014-06/documents/treesandvegcompendium.pdf


Tree Diversity

L.A. Parks lack tree diversity and future plans for parkland development.

The 15 L.A. Park Case Studies depict a wide range of plant species, across the parks. More 
contemporary and utilitarian parks have significantly fewer species, decreasing their habitat 
value and general interest. The historic MacArthur and Hollenbeck Parks have the greatest 
diversity of species. Urban forest diversity is an important defense against pests and 
diseases that can decimate a particular species.

Invasive Pests of Park Trees

RAP maintenance faces the daunting challenge of dealing with a potential loss of 30% or 
100,000 of its trees in the next 3 to 5 years.

The drought has adversely affected park trees, making them more vulnerable to infestation. 
A significant and ongoing issue for RAP is defending, maintaining, and replacing park trees 
that are lost or may be lost.

Pests that were already present are causing extensive damage to trees stressed by heat and 
lack of water. In the recent years, two new and dangerous pests have been identified, 
popularly known as the Shot Hole Borer and Golden Spotted Oak Borer. The beetles and 
their symbiotic fungus attack a wide range of tree species, damaging some and killing others. 
According to the U.S. Forest Service, these beetles could kill 38% of all trees in Southern 
California's populous areas, putting 28 million trees at risk.10 RAP may lose 30% or 100,000 
park trees.

The amount of rain in early 2017 has helped to curb the 
beetles' impact, but they are expected to increase their 
destruction in the summer and fall months. RAP hopes that 
it may be able to save more trees, but no solutions are in 
sight. If agricultural scientists and arborists can identify a 
cure for the trees, the negative impact may be deferred 5 to 
10 years rather than 3 to 5 years.

Added to the aesthetic loss of tree cover, parks bear 
additional liability in the form of dead and dying trees that 
are susceptible to falling in high winds and potentially 
causing injuries and property damage to park users. As yet, 
there are no effective countermeasures for the borers
beyond quickly cutting down and removing infected trees and ensuring that they do not 
return to the local environment as firewood. Similar to larger State and Federal park 
systems, RAP has embarked on a major program to remove dead and dying trees, and is 
working to develop a replanting program. Tree management professionals have been
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10 Bug has a Stranglehold on region's urban trees," L.A. Times, April 20, 2017, page 1.
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reluctant to endorse replanting schemes in fear that they will spend large sums of money 
only to have their new forests consumed once more.

RAP is also part of the Tree Cabinet, a collaborative effort on the part of the Office of the 
Mayor, RAP, LADPW, LADWP, private non-profit groups, and university researchers. The 
Tree Cabinet is focused on finding ways to:

Protect trees from the Shot Hole Borer and Golden Spotted Oak Borer 
Identify more resistant tree species that can be used to replace lost trees and 
enhance coverage with new planting
Respond appropriately to the damage caused by these dangerous invasive pests

Regardless of what is done or how quickly action is taken, there has been substantial 
damage to trees in the City's parks. RAP currently lacks a substantial tree replacement 
program, including estimates of the overall costs of the effort to address this situation; 
however, RAP will require more resources to tackle this challenge.

■
■

■

Recommendation III-3. RAP should immediately develop a comprehensive tree 
replacement program, including the removal of dead and diseased trees.

The 15 L.A. Parks Case Studies in Volume II reinforce the importance of the tree canopy to 
the City's environment. Falling trees and tree branches present a risk to people using the 
City's parks or working in them.

RAP should begin planning for a substantial tree replacement program now, including 
estimates of the overall costs of the effort; specifically, RAP should:

1. Conduct and maintain a thorough, ongoing inventory of the number and kinds of 
trees affected by these polyphagous borers, including a running estimate of the level 
of canopy loss

2. Build and maintain a tree replacement program, based on the best current 
understanding of the borer, its preferred hosts (if any), and the best thinking on 
ways to limit the damages it causes

3. Continue the quest to find tree species that are resistant to the borers

4. Include a running tally of the costs of implementing such a program

5. Vigorously seek City, non-profit organizations, foundations, and other partners to 
help fund and implement the tree replacement program

6. Develop a program to educate the public about the benefits of a robust urban forest 
and tree canopy

SOCIETAL CHALLENGES

The community parks are gathering places for a diverse cross-section of Angelenos. Some 
park users place an extra burden on the park facilities and amenities and affect park usage.
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Some of these challenges are beyond RAP's control, but require RAP to deal with 
problematic situations.

Crime, Gangs, and Graffiti

Although most L.A. Parks are safe, there is a wide range of reported crimes in the 
surrounding areas.

There is a wide range of reported crimes in the neighborhoods included in the 15 "L.A. Parks 
Case Studies" in Volume II. Within a 5-month period, MacArthur Park had a high of more 
than 600 crimes reported within a one-half mile radius. In contrast, Hollenbeck Park had a 
low of 53 crimes reported.

Most of the crimes reported near parks are assaults, robberies, vehicle thefts, and larceny. 
Crime tends to be much higher in commercial areas. Parks that are located adjacent to busy 
commercial areas have the benefit of nearby services, but are also most likely to suffer from 
greater safety issues.

11

12

The presence of gangs and graffiti in some of the community parks can make them less 
desirable to visit and increase maintenance demands.

The presence of gangs and graffiti in some community parks make them undesirable sites 
for both RAP employees and park users.

Gang Deterrence to Park Users and RAP Employees
RAP reports that gangs have made a few of the parks their informal headquarters and 
meeting places, conducting illicit business and threatening anyone they do not know. On 
the basis of RAP's maintenance employees' reported experiences, other park users will not 
come to the park until they believe it is safe.

RAP maintenance supervisors report that some of their own employees are reluctant to 
work in parks with high levels of gang activity. RAP maintenance employees can feel 
intimidated by the presence of gang members. They may not be able to carry out their work. 
Furthermore, RAP staff members are sometimes reluctant to report gang activity for fear of 
retaliation.

Substantial and continuing gang activity in parks materially impairs recreation and 
maintenance programs. It calls for increased security and collaboration among RAP, Los 
Angeles Police Department (LAPD), and other gang-intervention organizations - both within 
the City and offered by non-profit organizations.

11 City of Los Angeles, L.A. Compstat data.
There were few crimes reported adjacent to the parks; however, the City's Compstat data do not provide an 

accurate location of the reported incidents, but instead provides the nearest street intersection.

12

L.A. Parks Volume III, Page 17 KH
CONSULTING
GROUP
MANAGEMENT
CONSULTANTS



Graffiti
Graffiti is a nuisance - if it is allowed to stay 
for any length of time, it proliferates.
Graffiti is also frequently a territorial 
marking by a gang, which by itself can 
reduce park usage. Graffiti results in 
reduced community pride and increased 
destructive behavior.

Graffiti also adds to the maintenance 
workload of RAP. RAP currently dedicates a 
crew to graffiti removal, and maintenance 
supervisors report that other painting crews are regularly diverted to graffiti removal or 
overpainting.

When RAP maintenance employees must divert their attention to graffiti removal, the 
regular painting schedule is disrupted and deferred. This deferral does not simply cause 
short-term scheduling or cosmetic issues. Painting is an important way to extend the useful 
life of structures, and the close-up inspection that accompanies repainting a structure 
frequently identifies other maintenance and repair needs to be addressed before they 
become more serious. This in turn reduces building maintenance problems and repair costs 
in the longer term.
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Recommendation III-4. RAP should continue its graffiti removal program efforts and 
partner with other agencies to reduce gang presence.

RAP should:

1. Continue and expand collaboration efforts with LAPD and gang intervention 
organizations to reduce gang activity in City parks

2. Continue to coordinate Park Ranger activities and collaborate with Los Angeles 
Police Department (LAPD) to respond to and reduce graffiti activity at the City's 
parks

3. Assess the extent to which graffiti response may be diluting RAP's regular repainting 
schedule and develop remedial programs

Homelessness

Los Angeles City officials believe that homelessness has increased significantly in the last 5 
years. In Spring 2017, the homeless count indicated that more than 34,000 people are 
considered homeless in the City of Los Angeles. Los Angeles ranks second to New York City 
in the number of homeless individuals. Unlike California, the New York State Constitution
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guarantees the right to shelter for homeless men, women, children, and families in New 
York City. 13

The City's homeless challenges directly affect maintenance of L.A. Parks.

The City's homeless challenges directly affect the community parks, which become de facto 
shelters for many homeless people. Their presence in significant numbers is often visible 
and deters other park users.

This increase has been reflected in larger numbers of 
homeless people using and, in some cases becoming 
residents of, the City's community parks. Many parks have a 
homeless presence that goes beyond a transient daytime 
presence. Homeless people camp individually and in groups 
on park property.

The homeless presence in the parks is a significant 
additional maintenance burden for RAP. Homeless 
encampments generate trash and create hygienic problems.
Homeless people sometimes seriously damage park 
property and can present a real or perceived safety risk to other park users. Periodic sweeps 
can temporarily remove the homeless population, but they quickly return unless there is 
somewhere for them to go.

Grounds maintenance cannot be performed as it should if there are tents pitched in grassy 
areas. An ongoing cadence of minor damage to buildings can escalate to the theft of wiring 
and plumbing fixtures.

RAP partners with homeless service providers and LAPD, but with the larger homeless 
population, resources are inadequate to meet the need.

Until an effective and comprehensive response is devised to address what some press 
reports call a "homelessness crisis," maintenance of and investment in park facilities and 
programs will continue to be impaired in parks where large numbers of homeless people 
congregate.

Community parks with a substantial number of homeless residents sometimes find their 
field restrooms un-usable. Beyond the use of restrooms for bathing and sometimes for 
storage, some homeless individuals seek shelter in the restrooms, especially in inclement 
weather. Where there are recreation centers with pool facilities, homeless people 
sometimes use the dressing rooms and showers.

RAP is conducting pilot programs to assist homeless people and reduce their negative 
impact on its parks. These pilot programs include the provision of portable shower and 
washing facilities in parks with large homeless populations. RAP is also exploring programs 
that might allow it to hire homeless people as temporary workers, in connection with

HO

Person living out of his van in a park 
parking lot

13 New York State Constitution, Article XVII; based on the Callahan versus Carey consent decree, August 1981.
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reintegration programs offered by social enterprises. RAP should be encouraged to continue 
these efforts.

RAP has already dedicated a maintenance crew to support the removal of homeless 
encampments. RAP's FY 2017-2018 budget request includes 15 grounds maintenance 
employees and 5 equipment operators to address homeless encampments. Removal of the 
homeless encampments does not solve the problem if the evicted individuals have nowhere 
to go. With time, they will either return to the park or set up encampments along the park 
perimeters. For example, in North Hollywood Park, many homeless individuals have 
relocated to the land between the City park and Freeway 170, operated by CalTrans.

Recommendation III.X. RAP needs to continue to work with City, County, and other 
agencies to address the homeless situation in the parks.

The City of Los Angeles has passed Proposition H to provide "...safe, clean affordable 
housing for the homeless and those in danger of becoming homeless, such as battered 
women and their children, veterans, seniors and the disabled; assist first time homebuyers; 
provide low income working families safe and affordable rental housing.."

It will take time before such housing becomes available and, in the meantime, the City of 
Los Angeles and RAP should seek interim solutions for the tent encampments in the 
community parks. Removal of the homeless is not a solution if they have nowhere to go. 
Lessons may be learned from the past and other cities' experiments:

In spring 1946, the City of Los Angeles Housing Authority built Rodger Young Village 
in 60 days on a former military airfield in Griffith Park. The Village consisted of 750 
Quonset huts modified for use as duplexes.

Today, other cities (Seattle and Tacoma)14 have established tent cities in recent 
years. These tent cities have been controversial, but do provide basic hygiene until 
permanent solutions are found. Orange County is considering setting up a tent city.

In conducting this study, KH team members interviewed individuals living in camps in L.A. 
Parks. The individuals were thoughtful and willingly shared their challenges. RAP had to 
permanently close the restrooms in MacArthur Park because of illegal activities in the use of 
the field restrooms. Although the homeless individuals understand the problem, they now 
were faced with no place to go to the restroom and worried about their own safety. They 
made plans to go to Lafayette Park to use its facilities, but the field restrooms were locked 
and the park closed after dark.

The City of Los Angeles and RAP should work with Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority 
(LAHSA), the City's Housing Department, and the various County of Los Angeles social 
services agencies providing wrap-around services to come up with interim solutions for

■

■

1414 http://grist.org/cities/tent-cities-seattles-unique-approach-to-homelessness/ and 
http://www.kiro7.com/news/local/tent-cities-for-tacomas-homeless-to-get-34-million-and-open- 
soon/530790448
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individuals living in make-shift tent encampments in the parks, where they lack restrooms, 
showers, and other basic necessities.

Park Restrooms

Park users identify restroom conditions in the community parks as the greatest maintenance 
concern for RAP.

Restrooms can be difficult to service and keep clean. Restrooms received the lowest grades 
on the L.A. Parks Report Cards in Volume I.

While it is unlikely that restrooms are the primary features that draw people to parks, they 
could potentially influence which parks families choose to visit and how long people stay at 
the park. Stakeholders and RAP employees identify restroom conditions in the community 
parks as the greatest maintenance concern for RAP to address.

RAP maintains three kinds of restrooms:

"Field" restrooms are located within a park with external entrances accessible by 
the general public. The field restroom may be: a) a single use structure, b) portable 
toilets, or c) part of a larger building, such as a recreation center or another facility, 
but with an external entrance accessible by the general public.

"Interior" restrooms are located within recreation centers, senior centers, and 
other park facilities, and are accessible only from within the buildings and routinely 
only available to the facility's users.

"Temporary" restrooms or portable toilets are accessible by the general public and 
normally used for special events or additional 
restroom capacity.

Particularly problematic are the field restrooms and 
temporary/portable toilets.

On the basis of more than 40 site visits, team members found 
that:

15
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Restrooms were sometimes used for bathing, in spite 
of them not being designed for this purpose.
Paper supplies and soap were often missing.
Lighting was sometimes dim (or missing).
Smells were strong and unappealing.
Fixtures were damaged or stolen.
The latches of timed locks were sometimes stuffed 
with toilet paper or some other substance to prevent 
them from engaging.

■

Women's park restroom used to store 
homeless person's belongings

15 On KH's stakeholder questionnaire, 3,014 respondents rated the importance of clean restrooms.
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Some restrooms were fouled with filth and human waste.■

Addressing the maintenance and cleaning issues can be especially problematic in older 
facilities where:

Replacement fixtures are difficult to obtain.
Interior finishes have deteriorated with time.

■ Older and worn fixtures are hard to repair and use.

At times, maintenance employees found drug paraphernalia among the debris. If restrooms 
are occupied by homeless people or other distressed individuals, the situation can be 
physically dangerous to those attempting to use them or clean and supply them.

Moreover, if no restrooms are available, individuals may relieve themselves in open spaces 
within the park; this prospect poses health hazards and inappropriate behaviors in public 
places.

In response, RAP has installed modular 
restroom facilities in a number of parks. The 
benefits of these "manufactured restrooms 
are multiple:

■
■

S' O'

►

They can be installed faster and 
cheaper than building conventional 
structures.
They are reasonably resistant to 
damage and vandalism.
They are designed for easy cleaning and, if necessary, with high-pressure hoses.

Such structures, while not a complete response to this complex problem, are an 
improvement over the dated and traditional restroom facilities.

In summary, restrooms present a visible and high maintenance challenge involving reduced 
park use, public complaints, repair and replacement costs, increased routine service cycles, 
health hazards, and immediate demand maintenance requirements.

■
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Recommendation III-5. RAP should develop a capital and funding plan to upgrade, 
maintain, and clean park restrooms, particularly field restrooms.

RAP should develop a detailed and methodical approach to addressing park users' concerns 
regarding the availability of clean and well-maintained restroom facilities. Specifically, RAP 
should:

1. Inventory, classify, and evaluate restrooms in RAP parks and facilities

2. Identify old and damaged field restrooms and prepare proposals for replacing them 
with modular units (if appropriate)

3. Seek funding for a concerted effort to upgrade restrooms, based on the inventory 
and cost replacement estimates
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4. Continue the program to install stainless steel fixtures in community park restrooms, 
particularly field restrooms

5. Identify restrooms that need additional service cycles to keep them clean and 
accessible; provide service as needed

Note: This practice is already in place for some park restrooms. The RAP 2017-2021 
Strategic Plan (Draft) contains a Key Metric regarding the number of high-use 
restroom facilities cleaned twice or more daily. RAP has established a target to 
increase this metric from 50 restroom facilities in 2016 to 150 restroom facilities by 
2021.

RAP ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE AND STAFFING

The City of Los Angeles manages 420 sites on 16,150 acres of land. A caveat is necessary 
whenever making benchmark comparisons, because some cities may include more items in 
their operating costs than is the case at RAP. According to The Trust for Public Land in its 
2016 City Park Facts Report, the City of Los Angeles budgets $94 per capita for park 
operations. Even if more costs were included in RAP's reported data, the City's budget ratio 
would still most likely lag behind other cities. RAP's $94 per capital is considerably less than 
many other cities in California, as well as across the nation. For example, Seattle, San 
Francisco, and New York spend more than twice than Los Angeles does on a per-capita basis.

RAP'S maintenance shortcomings stem primarily from staffing shortages, starting during the 
2008 economic recession.

RAP maintenance has faced four major challenges:

Staffing cuts and shortages 
Serious hiring, turnover, and retention challenges
Reallocation of grounds maintenance employees from being resident in a single park 
to a route system of grounds maintenance crews serving several parks 
Excessive number of construction maintenance supervisory vacancies

RAP's response to the 2008 economic recession resulted in a staffing cut of almost 33% of 
its workforce by FY2016-2017, seriously handicapping RAP's ability to carry out its mission 
and maintain its parks. RAP reduced its staffing levels by 33% from 2,117 employees in FY 
2007-2008 to 1,421 employees in FY 2016-2017.

■
■
■

■
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RAP Authorized Positions by Fiscal Year (FY)
2,500

67% of2,000 number of 
employees 
compared to 
FY 2007-20081,500 m1,000

500

2007- 2008- 2009- 2010- 2011- 2012- 2013- 2014- 2015- 2016
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

■ # Employees 2,117 2,038 1,961 1,550 1,524 1,428 1,429 1,367 1,390 1,421

Since the staffing reductions, RAP has had a difficulty in rebuilding its workforce because of 
hiring delays, attrition, and anticipated retirements, the retirements have compounded the 
problems associated with staffing costs because of institutional knowledge loss. As a result, 
RAP maintenance focuses primarily on corrective or immediate maintenance demands, 
rather than a methodical approach to planned or preventive maintenance.

Staff reductions in grounds maintenance have been slightly more - 35% in comparison to 
the rest of RAP's reduction of 33% since 2008.

Total Grounds & 
Facilities 

Maintenance

Grounds
Maintenance
(Maintenance) 

FY2008 FY2017

Facilities 
Maintenance

(Citywide Construction)

FY2008 FY2017 FY2010 FY2017

Number of 
Positions RAP Overall

FY2008 FY2017
Authorized 2,117 1,421 894 578 280 200 11,174 778
Percent Change -33% -35% -29% -34%

RAP has partially recovered, and is still working to increase its staffing authority. As part of 
its FY2017-2018 budget planning, RAP developed an "Equitable Workforce and Service 
Restoration Plan," which details incremental staffing RAP needs to restore prior service and 
maintenance levels.

RAP has serious hiring, turnover, and retention challenges, making it hard to reach desired 
staffing levels in maintenance. Without adequate maintenance staffing, the City's parks are 
vulnerable to inadequate maintenance, eroding their value as both municipal and 
community assets. For several years, RAP was largely unable to hire new workers, resulting
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in a significant staffing decline. Transfers and retirements resulted in further declines. 
Training and developing RAP staff members, and developing tactics to keep them in the face 
of stiff competition from other City departments is a major challenge. For example, RAP 
hired 125 staff members last year, but with retirements and transfers, netted only 25 
additional incumbents by year-end across all functions.

To a limited extent, RAP can supplement its maintenance employee ranks. RAP uses 
contractors for specific scopes of work. Within the limits of budgets and collective 
bargaining agreements, RAP can employ part-time hourly workers and "hiring hall" building 
trades workers.

RAP's budget-driven reallocation of its grounds maintenance employees from being 
resident in a single park to maintain a "route of several parks" has resulted in reduced 
maintenance service levels. Parks typically either assign "resident gardener" to a park or 
use a "route" system, in which one ground maintenance employee (or a crew of ground 
maintenance employees) maintain multiple parks. Among the results of these staffing 
reductions is:

■ A decrease in the number of parks maintained by "resident gardener" employees 
An increase in the number of parks maintained on a route system

RAP asserts that the assignment of one or more ground maintenance employees to the 
maintenance of a park as "Resident Gardeners" produces significantly better results than 
the "route" system.

As part of its recovery program, RAP has requested 92 maintenance positions in the FY 
2017-2018 budget. The largest number (N=66 or 72%) of the positions requested is for 
Gardener-Caretaker (down 30% since 2010) and Senior Gardener (down 41% since 2010) 
within the grounds maintenance employee ranks. An important purpose of these two 
positions is to increase the number of parks with a dedicated maintenance employee, 
serving as a resident gardener.

Note: RAP also proposes to increase tree maintenance and irrigation staffing levels. RAP 
believes that the incremental tree maintenance positions are essential if it is to 
provide the necessary attention to tree/forestry maintenance, given the increased 
number of trees that have been damaged by drought and pests. In a similar manner, 
additional ground maintenance employees will decrease "deferred maintenance" on 
sprinkler and other irrigation system repairs.

RAP has too many construction maintenance supervisory vacancies. In addition, RAP 
seems to lack enough construction maintenance supervisors to both:

■
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Lead teams in ongoing repair efforts
Coordinate with contractors and others to deliver capital maintenance projects 
efficiently

Until April 2017, the head of the Citywide Construction Division was vacant, as well as two 
of the direct reports.

■
■

Recommendation III-6. RAP should continue its current efforts to reach optimal staffing 
levels, combined with better use of technology, work method improvements, and 
contracted services to deliver better maintenance services.

RAP should continue its efforts to reach staffing levels that will provide equal or greater 
capability to maintain and repair park assets at the levels achieved at least prior to the 
economic crisis of 2008. In addition, RAP executives should:

1. Fill critical supervisory positions in the facilities maintenance organization

2. Explore with the Personnel Department and others, as appropriate, various tactics to 
improve recruitment and retention efforts and outcomes

For example, the Personnel Department might conduct ongoing recruiting for key 
positions to ensure ongoing availability of hiring and promotion lists for RAP 
classifications with recurring turnover.

3. Discuss with the Chief Administrative Officer (CAO) and others, as appropriate, the 
possibility of increasing budgets to allow greater use of contractors and temporary 
part-time workers to fill critical gaps

Organizational Structure

RAP's over-reliance on centralized functions to reduce costs has resulted in a less responsive 
organization.

During the course of this performance review, RAP began to address some of the 
organizational shortcomings and rolled out a new structure in April 2017. The challenges 
outlined still require attention for an optimal structure.

RAP's organizational structure may be less costly, but appears less effective from a 
facilities maintenance and service perspective. RAP appears to have responded to the 
severe budget reductions imposed by the 2008 recession by adopting a centralized 
functional organization. Maintenance and Recreation program staff report in separate 
chains of command to different AGMs. What were once distributed regional and even park- 
level maintenance teams are now centralized to maintain minimum crew sizes. This 
arrangement may be a less expensive way to manage and maintain park assets, but it 
reduces the likelihood of the sense of ownership that is so vital to first-class facility 
management.

A functional organizational structure requires open communications between "silos." The 
needed level of coordination and collaboration among recreation programs, planning, and
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maintenance efforts appear insufficient for RAP's challenging tasks at hand. In some cases, 
the level of maintenance staffing may have fallen below the minimum level needed to 
maintain parks in a state of good repair. As a result, the quality of park grounds and 
particularly the facilities are slowly eroding.

RAP has also centralized the management of its facilities maintenance workforce to provide 
as much capability and flexibility to respond in the face of substantial staff reductions. As 
with most centralization efforts, the outcome has reduced the detailed local knowledge and 
responsiveness that usually accompany more decentralized organizations.

Grounds and facility maintenance lack clarity of accountability at each community park. 
RAP should increase the quantity and effectiveness of its coordination efforts. Recreation 
and maintenance employees do communicate, but it is not clear that the communications 
are sufficiently frequent or effective.

The Recreation Director, where there is one, bears ultimate responsibility for the quality 
and quantity of programs offered in a particular community park. This responsibility can 
include the cleanliness and physical condition of both grounds and facilities. Where there is 
no Recreation Director, overall responsibility for a park rests with the resident Gardener- 
Caretaker.

Grounds maintenance's responsibility is primarily vested at the regional Principal Grounds 
Maintenance Supervisor (PGMS) level, although forestry issues are often the responsibility 
of centralized citywide crews. When a full-time grounds maintenance employee is assigned 
to a park, that individual may informally assume 
oversight of overall park maintenance. If a park is 
served by maintenance employee(s) routed to 
multiple parks, it is less clear if any individual(s) 
has ownership of a given park's overall 
maintenance. The weakness is worsened because 
no single individual holds ultimate responsibility 
or accountability for
a community park in its entirety - open space, 
facilities, and recreational programs.

RAP lacks aligned regional structures for 
grounds and facilities maintenance. During the 
performance review, various functions had 
different regional structures. In January 2017,
RAP began to address some of these 
shortcomings.

t
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Responding to the budget crisis of the great recession, RAP eliminated the West Region and 
divided its responsibilities between the Pacific and Valley Regions to reduce costs. Until 
Spring 2017, RAP Grounds Maintenance Division was divided into the following regions:

Metro
Valley (which included the entire San Fernando Valley and northern part of the 
Westside)
Pacific (which included the southern part of the Westside and stretched to San 
Pedro)
Griffith

The Valley and Pacific Regions were difficult to manage and almost impossible to regularly 
oversee.

RAP's recent re-organization:

Reconstituted the West Region

Divided the grounds Maintenance Division into four regions (Valley, West, Metro, 
and Pacific)

Reassigned the Griffith Park Region to the Special Operations Branch

RAP's grounds maintenance's four regions now align with the Recreational Services 
Branches regions; however, facilities maintenance still has a different structure from 
grounds maintenance. Unlike grounds maintenance's structure, facilities maintenance has 
two regions and several units with citywide responsibility, such as Forestry. These different 
configurations make regional coordination of maintenance more challenging.

RAP's organizational charts are out-of-date. RAP's organizational charts use obsolete titles 
and reflect long-standing vacancies that have necessitated work-arounds to get the work 
done. The organization chart appears to be a carryover from earlier economic times, 
displaying many vacant positions, and lacks careful thought about how the structure should 
be, given current resources. Moreover, the lack of current organizational charts, especially 
for anyone new to RAP, makes it difficult to know the chain-of-command, organizational 
responsibilities, and functions performed.

■
■

■
16
17■

■

■

■

Recommendation iii-7. RAP should restructure its management and regional organization 
for grounds and facility management.

RAP should restructure its management and regional organization, fill critical supervisory 
positions, and ensure that ground and facility maintenance have identical boundaries to 
support effective communication and resolution of maintenance issues.

16 The Pacific Region headquarters was in northern San Pedro with a satellite office in South Los Angeles. 
Outside of this study's scope of focus on community parks17
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The ideal model is that all regions align with each other. In this way, teams from grounds 
maintenance and facilities maintenance can work in coordination with the Recreation 
Directors and their planned programs and activities at any given park:

Restructured into Aligned Regions in April 2017 Still Centralized

Recreational Services 
Branch(RSB)

Maintenance 
Administration 

(grounds maintenance)

Citywide Construction 
Division (facilities 

maintenance)RAP Regions
✓ ✓ Ideal ✓Metro

✓ ✓ Ideal ✓Valley

✓ ✓ Ideal ✓Westside

✓ ✓ Ideal ✓Pacific

Specifically:

1. For each park or facility, identify a single position within RAP to take primary 
"ownership" of the park or facility, including: a) overall responsibility for the condition 
and operation of the park and b) sufficient formal or informal authority to meet that 
responsibility; for example:

a. Assign "ownership" to Recreation Directors at parks with recreation centers

b. Assign "ownership" to a Lead Grounds Maintenance employee where no 
recreation center or Recreation Directors exist

Assignment of primary ownership should not diminish a sense of ownership and 
pride in work performed among all RAP employees.

2. Increase the frequency and effectiveness of coordination among maintenance, 
construction, and recreation managers

3. Review the organizational structure of the Citywide Construction Division (facilities 
maintenance) function and, as appropriate, allow for the structure to mirror both the 
grounds maintenance and recreation services functions' regional structures

Note: A regional structure would significantly increase maintenance 
effectiveness, which would in turn extend the useful life of park facilities and 
preserve park asset values. There would also be partial offsets against 
additional staff costs in reduced travel time and the significant increase in 
productivity that results from greater available time at a job site.

4. Analyze the cost-benefits of assigning:

a. Some of the requested facilities maintenance positions to regional crews that 
give first priority to maintenance needs within an assigned region
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b. Maintenance workers to shifts that more closely follow patterns of park use 
to permit more rapid on-call service to maintenance problems

5. Continue to update RAP's organizational charts to reflect its current structure and the 
January 2017 re-organization; share these organizational changes throughout the 
organization

6. Establish a Maintenance Planning & Analysis Unit to monitor and improve preventive 
and corrective maintenance work procedures and standards (discussed further in 
Recommendation III-10)

Institutional Knowledge Loss

RAP anticipates high staff turnover and retirements, which will deplete "know-how" and 
institutional maintenance and operational knowledge not documented within RAP.

New leaders will be needed as well. From supervisors to the senior managers, anticipated 
retirements and high turnover are likely in the next few years. For example:

As already discussed, RAP hired approximately 125 staff members last year, but 
netted only 20% of those additional hires by year-end.

Approximately 25% of RAP employees are currently eligible for retirement. This 
number should be treated carefully, as experience suggests that not all eligible 
employees retire in a given year, and there are limitations on the ability of 
management or human resources to inquire about their retirement plans.

RAP appears to have insufficient capacity to recruit and prepare a new generation of 
workers and leaders. The knowledge and experience that could be lost would leave the 
remaining and replacement maintenance employees less equipped to do their jobs. 
Productivity levels would be eroded because newer hires will have to learn what to do 
without documented systems and without the requisite investment in training.

■

■

Recommendation iii-8. RAP should develop efforts to capture the institutional knowledge 
of its key people before they retire or leave.

In light of pending turnover, RAP should:

1. Institute periodic review and updating of the current succession plan to minimize the 
potential loss of institutional knowledge

2. Develop a "shadowing" system so multiple people within an organization understand its 
work and needs

3. Update standard operating procedures to capture grounds and facility maintenance 
expertise

4. Use technology and work order systems to develop work standards and memorialize 
institutional knowledge before individuals leave
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5. Use GIS maps to capture grounds and facility maintenance information that 
maintenance employees will need

Note: Recommendation III-10 discusses the need to update work standards and establish 
standardized operating procedures; this effort will also help mitigate the loss of 
institutional knowledge.

RAP MANAGEMENT TOOLS & PRACTICES

Asset Management Inventory

RAP lacks a comprehensive asset inventory database, which is a foundation for developing 
maintenance requirements and associated workload standards.

RAP lacks a comprehensive or integrated asset inventory database. Such a database is 
critical for performing life-cycle cost analysis, developing a preventive maintenance 
schedule, and establishing workload indicators for performing the needed preventive 
maintenance. The City of Los Angeles General Services Department (GSD) is planning to 
implement an asset management system, using AssetWORKS AiM software that might be 
useful to RAP.

Recommendation iii-9. RAP should develop an asset management inventory to determine 
its preventive and routine maintenance requirements.

A comprehensive database of RAP facilities and their maintenance are critical to the 
efficient and effective management of park assets. RAP's 2017-2021 Strategic Plan (Draft) 
describes the 
anticipated deployment 
of a new asset 
management system to 
improve maintenance 
planning.

RAP has expressed an 
interest in using the 
AiM software, currently 
being implemented by 
GSD, in support of park 
maintenance. The 
functionality of the AiM 
operations and 
maintenance module 
may address RAP's 
needs in the areas of 
maintenance, repair,

AMS (AiM) MODULES AND FUNCTIONS
r#i • Work Orders

• Equipment Asset 
Management

S

Preventive Maintenance 
Contract Admin 
Estimating 
Customer Service 
IOS Mobile Apps (FiRE)

• Property
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operations inventory, asset availability, and cost reduction. The AiM product offers other 
real estate and facilities support functions.

RAP should allocate sufficient time and resources to examine the applicability of the 
AssetWORKS systems that GSD is purchasing to determine the utility it offers in addressing 
RAP's needs. Alternative systems developed primarily to address park management should 
also be considered.

Preventive Maintenance and Workload Standards

There are two primary types of maintenance:

Planned, routine, or preventive maintenance, which includes maintenance to 
extend the life of facilities and equipment by ensuring they are in a good state of 
repair before problems arise

Unplanned repairs, which includes emergencies, urgent special requests, and on- 
demand maintenance that normally would have been unnecessary or minimal if a 
preventive maintenance program were in place

Maintenance activities are usually governed by some sort of work order system. Anything a 
maintenance employee or crew is tasked to do is contained on a work order, authorized by 
a supervisor. When the maintenance activity is done, the work order is returned and 
marked as complete. Modern organizations use computer systems to:

Manage the many work orders they handle
Analyze the nature and frequency of requests to conduct continuous improvement 
of maintenance activities
Identify capital improvement needs and build a business case for them

■

■

■
■

■

RAP lacks a robust preventive maintenance program, based on up-to-date workload 
standards.

RAP lacks a methodical approach to preventive maintenance, due to its need to focus 
primarily on corrective and immediate on-demand maintenance activities. Its work order 
system is not tied to an asset inventory database; reduced staffing levels are major 
contributing factors.

Reduced Routine and Preventive Maintenance of Parks and Facilities
Reduced staffing has made it necessary to focus on on-demand, immediate, or urgent 
maintenance tasks. In a number of cases, RAP maintenance employees described situations 
in which:

Normal preventive maintenance cycles were interrupted by emergency or other 
exceptional needs

They only had the resources to respond to failure reports, rather than engaging in 
focused preventive maintenance and overhaul

■

■
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This shift in work is not uncommon during periods of austerity, and it is difficult to reverse 
without an injection of people and money. The resulting lack of planned, routine, or 
preventive maintenance is likely to:

Increase the incidences of "crisis maintenance" situations

Increase the long-term maintenance costs

Reduce the useful life cycle of facilities and their components, causing early systems 
failure

Result in early systems failure

Increase down time, reduce dead head time, 
resources

Create unsafe park conditions for park users and children.

Separate Work Order Systems 
Facilities maintenance is charged with structural and grounds repairs. It uses a work order 
system to report, monitor, and clear maintenance and repair requests. RAP's current 
maintenance work order system has two parts:

An internal system. RAP personnel can report repair request directly into the 
maintenance service request system.

An external, public facing, service request system. The public facing service request 
system is accessible via the web and a smartphone app. It allows the public to 
identify needed repairs and submit service requests with photos directly to RAP.

The work order system supports day-to-day prioritizing, scheduling, and tracking of open 
work orders. Daily scheduled work is subject to change based on emergencies, special 
requests, and available resources. Moreover, the routine reports do not display the aging of 
outstanding work orders month-to-month.

Lack of Established Workload Standards
An asset management system helps to define what equipment and facilities are in place and 
establish workload standards for maintaining them. For example, knowing the age and 
square footage of RAP facilities' roofs enable RAP to develop a multi-year schedule for roof 
preventive maintenance and associated staffing requirements. KH was told that such 
standards were apparently once in place, but were disrupted by the staffing reductions that 
started in 2009.

■

■

■

■
18 and improve efficient use of scarce■

■

■

■

18 Dead head time refers to when a vehicle leaves a garage to begin its first assignment of the day.
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Recommendation III-10. RAP should develop a planned preventive maintenance program 
with workload standards, based on its asset inventory and maintenance operations 
analysis.

Because RAP has had a relative scarcity of maintenance and repair resources, it has had to 
allocate available staff to focus on unplanned, demand maintenance service requests. In 
addition to an asset management inventory, RAP needs to:

1. Reestablish preventive maintenance routines as additional staffing is returned to 
RAP

2. Develop an asset inventory database with life-cycle analysis and preventive 
maintenance schedules

3. Develop workload and work standard metrics for performing preventive 
maintenance, as well as corrective or unplanned maintenance, that are consistent 
across regions

4. Improve maintenance repair and operations through analysis of trends in work 
orders to:

a. Identify needs not evident on the basis of experience and observation

b. Make the case for some needed investments more compelling by capturing 
the level of effort required to keep old and sometimes obsolete facilities and 
facility systems in operation

5. Establish a Maintenance Planning & Analysis Unit to:

a. Measure progress, oversee work order completion, and provide 
recommendations to advance RAP's performance from repair order response 
to a preventive maintenance system

b. Assist RAP maintenance to use its resources more effectively

6. Hire individuals with the skills and services of maintenance planners, who can 
allocate work to repair crews to ensure that:

a. The most critical issues are addressed first

b. Every crew arrives on site with the necessary people, tools, and materials to 
complete the job

Capital Planning

RAP does not fully tap into maintenance expertise during capital planning.

RAP maintenance is not fully integrated into the discussions regarding park design and 
enhancements, review of new parks, and capital improvements. There is some evidence of 
best-practice "maintainability" reviews by grounds and facilities maintenance employees, 
but in other cases it appears that maintenance review of capital projects consists of

L.A. Parks Volume III, Page 34 KH
CONSULTING
GROUP
MANAGEMENT
CONSULTANTS



providing comments on full sets of hard-copy plans without participation during the project 
construction.

Recommendation III-11. RAP's capital planning should engage maintenance during the 
design and construction review process with follow up reviews.

RAP should make maintenance planning more robust. Specifically, RAP's capital planning 
function should:

1. Do a better job of engaging maintenance in the capital design, planning, and 
construction review process (beyond the current practice of plan reviews and pre
construction meetings)

2. Include joint reviews of constructed facilities during punch list preparation

3. Solicit feedback from maintenance one-year after acceptance of the newly 
constructed facilities to gain insights regarding the utility and maintainability of the 
facilities' design and apply lessons learned to future projects

Emergency Management Responsibilities

The City Charter requires RAP to coordinate and, in some cases, directly provide shelter for 
displaced persons during an emergency. Emergencies include earthquakes and wildfires. 
They can also be the result of floods, fires in major apartment complexes, or other events 
that render significant elements of the City's housing stock temporarily unusable. One 
recent example cited by RAP officials was the methane leak in Porter Ranch.

RAP has taken on its role in emergency preparedness and responsiveness seriously, and 
covers these costs from its operating budget, thereby diminishing RAP's available funds for 
maintenance and recreation programs.

In June 2008, the Office of the Controller released a "Performance Audit of the City of Los 
Angeles' Emergency Planning Efforts and Citywide Disaster Preparedness." This 
performance audit noted that the City's Administrative Code requires RAP to coordinate 
and, in some cases, directly provide shelter for displaced persons during an emergency.

At the time of the Controller's 2008 performance review, RAP did not appear to have high 
levels of planning and preparation to coordinate and provide shelter. In response, RAP 
substantially strengthened its emergency management capability. It has:

■ Trained the General Manager and his immediate subordinates to ensure a clear 
understanding of their roles and responsibilities in the event of an emergency

Hired an Emergency Management Coordinator, housed in the Recreation Branch

Surveyed available sites and graded them, based on their level of accommodation 
(number of restrooms, indoor shelter capabilities, etc.)

Implemented standard policies and procedures to plan and operate emergency 
responses, including the incident command model

■

■

■
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Become part of the City's emergency response team with a "seat" at the incident 
command center

Organized a Department Operations Center (DOC) to coordinate RAP emergency 
operations

Worked with RAP staff members so that each emergency responder has a strong 
plan to take care of his/her own family

Conducted tabletop exercises to test its 
response capabilities

Trained Recreation Center managers as Red 
Cross Shelter Managers

Trained 25 RAP staff members in FEMA 
administrative procedures

Much of RAP's work is done in partnership with other 
non-profit organizations and City departments. For 
example, the Red Cross has 25 containers with
emergency supplies pre-positioned at designated City parks. RAP is in the process of 
supplementing Red Cross prepositioned emergency supplies with its own emergency 
response containers with cots, Meals Ready to Eat (MREs), and other supplies.

■

■

■

■

■
.

+■

i

Recommendation III-12. RAP should seek funding to support its mandated emergency 
management responsibilities.

RAP appears to be fully integrated into the City's emergency management system, with one 
exception. All of these efforts appear to have been conducted with funds from RAP's 
General Fund budget. Other jurisdictions provide funding for these activities as part of an 
emergency management planning budget.

Monies currently used to support emergency preparedness, if funded elsewhere, would be 
available to enhance RAP operations, including maintenance. RAP should determine 
whether any of its current or planned activities are eligible for City, State, or Federal 
categorical support. RAP should also explore with the Office of the Mayor and the 
Emergency Management Department the possibility of funding to support RAP's mandated 
emergency management responsibilities.

Technology Innovation

RAP has not fully used technological innovations to improve its maintenance effectiveness.

Both the human and financial resources of RAP maintenance are stretched. The 
commitment and energy of the people who work for RAP are admirable, as is their 
willingness to find, generate, or partner in ways that will increase the services they can 
provide. They are adopting technology in their operations, such as:
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The smart phone service request app
Remote monitoring and maintenance devices for swimming pools and aquatic 
centers
Installation of LADWP smart meters and smart controllers for irrigation systems

Unfortunately, budget limitations make it hard for RAP to realize the benefits of emerging 
technology fully and analyze the potential Return on Investment (ROI). Resources are 
needed to explore technology opportunities, conduct pilot or proof of concept work, and 
invest in implementation. Over a period of several years, these activities can help contain 
and possibly reduce costs.

■
■

■

Recommendation III-13. RAP should take advantage of technology innovations, proven 
effective elsewhere, to improve maintenance operations, reduce their energy costs, and 
optimize use of staff resources.

Given the rapid changes in technology, RAP will likely be able to take advantage of 
technology initiatives, such as:

■ The use of drones to provide park oversight
■ Smart building systems to improve interior environments and reduce energy costs 

Solar/LED lighting systems that could provide park illumination at relatively low cost

Therefore, RAP should:

1. Expand existing efforts to research and build the business case for such technology 
opportunities

2. Identify, pursue, and win grants and partnerships to pilot new technology 
approaches

■

EVIDENCE-BASED MANAGEMENT & PARK PLANNING

Expansion of the L.A. Parks Report Cards Approach

Development of the L.A. Parks Report Cards was a first-time effort to perform such an 
assessment at RAP.

The L.A. Parks Report Cards and Case Studies were proposed as a means to develop 
quantitative baseline data for RAP to make needed improvements.

New York City has been conducting park assessments for more than a decade. The current 
New York City Mayor is using the report cards to establish a fairer park system with every 
community enjoying quality public spaces with less pavement and more green space. Based 
on community input, they learned that residents want more "...spray showers, dog runs, 
adult fitness equipment, and colorful places," as well as "multi-generational social seating"
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with benches for older residents and playgrounds for kids. New York City has established a 
goal that every resident has a park within a 10-minute walk. 19

Recommendation III-14. RAP should use the L.A. Parks Report Cards as baseline data for 
the 40 L.A. Parks and as a model for establishing standards and monitoring progress in all 
community parks and other types of parks.

The L.A. Parks Report Cards (Volume I) lay the ground work for evidence-based 
management at RAP; specifically, RAP should:

1. Systematically focus on addressing parks with the greatest needs for improvement 
and allocate resources to specific areas that require attention (e.g., field restrooms)

2. Revise and improve on how to evaluate community parks, based on this study's 
methodology and findings

3. Develop a plan for assessing the other community, regional, neighborhood, and 
pocket parks routinely

4. Identify best practices for adaption to other park operations

5. Develop standards for community parks and the other classes of parks, facilities, and 
elements of RAP's portfolio of assets

6. Engage its grounds maintenance employees to walk the parks and its facility 
maintenance employees to inspect the facilities and complete quality assurance 
checklists on all parks

Development of standards of performance and best practices, embraced uniformly and 
applied consistently through the City parks, will benefit all communities.

Making the Best Use of Available Parklands

Los Angeles ranks 65th out of 100 U.S. cities in terms of park acres per 1,000 persons and, 
thus, should be strategic in making the most out of available parklands.

The Trust for Public Land (TPL) carried out a study in 100 of the nation's largest cities to 
determine a "ParkScore 2016," based on acreage, facilities and investment, and access. 
Overall, Los Angles ranked 65th.20

In another measure of park equity, the City of Los Angeles, Department of City Planning, 
reports that the City average is 8.9 acres per 1,000 residents with wide ranges; for example, 
Westlake and Southeast Los Angeles have 0.5 acres per 1,000 residents. 21

19 https://dirt.asla.org/2017/06/15/nvc-is-building-a-fairer-park-svstem/
"ParkScore 2016," Trust for Public Land (TPL) http://parkscore.tpl.org/rankings.php, accessed February 10,20

2017.
21 City of Los Angeles, Department of City Planning, General Plan, "Plan for a Healthy Los Angeles," March 
2015 https://planning.lacity.org/cwd/gnlpln/PlanforHealthyLA.pdf
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Of the 15 L.A. Parks Case Studies and their surrounding neighborhoods, discussed in Volume 
II, which applies a parkshed calculation, all of the community parks studied provided fewer 
acres per person than the average for Los Angeles County target of 3.3 acres per 1,000 
residents. 22

L.A. Parks in general have low park usage and lack sufficient numbers and types of programs 
to attract park users.

A common challenge was the relatively low use of many community parks. This finding is 
based on more than 40 site visits on mild Saturdays, a time when all park facilities are 
typically open to the public, children are out of school, and most adults are not working.

From Philadelphia to Seattle, American cities are 
investing in parks and public spaces to drive social 
and economic progress. Other major U.S. cities 
promote their parks, offering an array of venues and 
experiences, sporting opportunities, art in the park, 
and other offerings that attract people to come and 
enjoy them.

Parks may not seem particularly urgent compared to 
other municipal services and priorities, but the effort
in Chicago to improve and expand them has delivered lasting benefits. Chicago has found 
parks help improve transit and housing and revitalize neighborhoods.

Well-kept, active parks draw people to use them and, where people gather, there is usually 
less crime. Changing demographics, new technologies, and evolving community needs and 
desires mean that parks must adapt to reach their full potential. Park improvements, from 
intensified maintenance to complete renovation, carry a powerful message about the 
importance of the community.

Parks do not always have to be manicured sports fields and gymnasiums. They can be 
natural areas, where residents can experience nature - something that is not concrete, 
stone, and steel. Sometimes native vegetation and a simple path can be enough. Parks are 
important for residents to experience tranquility.

Each of the 40 L.A. Parks studied serves an average of more than 54,000 residents in a one- 
mile radius. Community parks should be offering multiple activity programs all day long to 
facilitate routine physical activity for so many individuals.

The availability of girls' and women's programs is an ongoing concern of the City of Los 
Angeles. RAP participates in Girls Play L.A. (GPLA),24 which is designed to promote the
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Chicago's Millennial Park

23

22http://lacountyparkneeds.org/final-report/, accessed February 10, 2017.. 
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/12/arts/design/chicago-philadelphia-parks-rahm- 

emanuel.html?emc=eta1& r=0
The program is supported by the Natasha Watley and the Women's Sports Foundation as well as the L.A. 84 

Foundations.
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involvement of girls in sports, particularly in underserved communities where barriers to 
girls' participation exist. GPLA offers subsidies to place its programs within reach of girls 
who might not otherwise be able to afford recreation fees. To expand its reach in these 
programs, RAP requested 67 new positions in its FY 2017-2018 budget.

Linkage to the City's General Plan

The City has not invested adequate resources in its community parks to achieve the health 
and wellness element in the General Plan.

California State Law requires that cities prepare and adopt a comprehensive, integrated, 
long-term General Plan to direct future growth and development. The General Plan serves 
as a policy document for decision-making regarding at least seven elements: land use, 
circulation, housing, conservation, open space, noise, and safety.

The Department of City Planning has added a new health and wellness element to the City's 
General Plan, entitled "Plan for a Healthy Los Angeles."25 The City's goals for a healthy Los 
Angeles are neighborhoods with park space to promote "...healthy living for people of all 
ages, income levels, cultural backgrounds, and geographies," as well as access for 
individuals with disabilities.

Many of the issues raised in this report are consistent with the goals of the "Plan for a 
Healthy Los Angeles." The health and wellness element calls for:

"Access to affordable and safe opportunities for physical activity, particularly for 
park poor communities"

"Safe and just neighborhoods that are free of violence, where residents feel safe 
pursuing healthy activities"

"Ample green and open space, including a robust tree canopy in all neighborhoods 
and opportunities for urban agriculture"

"Minimized toxins, greenhouse gas emissions, and waste"

"Climate resilience that protects residents from the public health effects of climate 
change

Chapter 3 of the health and wellness element is dedicated to "Bountiful Parks and Open 
Spaces" and outlines the following goals related to RAP:

Increase the number of neighborhood and community parks so that every 
Community Plan Area strives for 3 acres of neighborhood and community park space 
per 1,000 residents (excluding regional parks and open spaces)

■

■

■

■

■
26

■

25 City of Los Angeles, Department of City Planning, General Plan, "Plan for a Healthy Los Angeles," March 
2015 https://planning.lacity.org/cwd/gnlpln/PlanforHealthyLA.pdf
26 Ibid.
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Increase access to parks so that 75% of all residents are within a 0.25-mile walk of a 
park or open space facility (which RAP now considers unattainable, given its budget 
and available land limitations)

Increase the number of schools (public, private, and charter) that have shared use 
agreements for community use outside of normal school hours by 25%

Increase the miles of the Los Angeles River that are revitalized for natural open 
space and physical activity, particularly in low-income areas

Increase the number of parks that feature or incorporate universally-accessible 
features

Improve the percentage of citywide population meeting physical fitness standards 
per week so that 50% of the population meets physical activity guidelines.

Note: The Department of City Planning is in the processing preparing and updating the 
Open Space Element.

Although not the single solution, the City's parks are an important resource for a healthy 
Los Angeles. Therefore, the City should invest in its parks as important community assets for 
increasing physical activity in communities, reducing the effects of climate change, 
catalyzing economic development, and improving public safety.

■

■

■

■

■
27

Recommendation III.15. RAP should develop master plans for its community parks.

The Department of City Planning also develops New Community Plans (NCP), which are 
consistent with the General Plan and encourage "sustainable residential, commercial, and 
industrial development while maintaining the unique character of individual 
communities. //28

Although the parks are part of these NCPs, RAP lacks more detailed master plans for many 
of its community parks. As discussed in Volume II, "L.A. Parks Case Studies," MacArthur and 
Hollenbeck Parks have the highest potential for experiences with nature, based on the 
diversity of vegetation, the presence of water bodies, and pathway systems that provide a 
diversity of experiences. These two parks also have the highest level of civic design, where 
the topography and vegetation massing create inviting spaces for public use. The park 
buildings and other site elements have been designed as part of the park composition.
These two parks have been spatially designed to orchestrate a sequence of spaces and 
experiences.

Other parks, such as Pan Pacific and Jim Gilliam Parks, begin to have similar experiences, but 
they are still more mechanically designed based on program, cost, and convenience. Many 
of the community parks designed since the 1950s are examples of the other end of the

27 City of Los Angeles, Department of City Planning, General Plan, "Plan for a Healthy Los Angeles," March 
2015 https://planning.lacity.org/cwd/gnlpln/PlanforHealthyLA.pdf, page 54. 

https://planning.lacity.org/28
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spectrum where park buildings, fields, and facilities are designed as generic repeatable 
elements and dropped onto a site with efficiency and cost as the highest drivers.

Such master plans would outline a vision for the community park, based on community park 
standards and community characteristics and needs. It would display the optimal mix and 
placement of:

Outdoor park areas for soccer fields, playgrounds, jogging trails, urban trails, 
multipurpose fields, picnic areas, natural areas, dog parks, and various types of 
sports courts

Park facilities, such as restrooms, pavilions, senior centers, recreation centers, 
gymnasiums, pools, parking, etc.

Bio-diversity of trees and plantings for greenways, open spaces, and watershed 
management purposes

Planned programmatic offerings and activities 

Maintenance and sustainability considerations

Other factors appropriate for a given community park or communities served

The City's parks will benefit from three new revenue streams: Proposition H (to end 
homelessness); Proposition K (to acquire, improve, construction, and maintain City parks, 
recreation facilities, and other projects); and Quimby funds (to increase public funding for 
parks and park improvements). As these funding sources become available, RAP can have 
already identified the needed enhancements that will build toward cohesive community 
parks with a desired balance between open space and facilities, while serving the public.

■

■

■

■

■

■
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APPENDIX: L.A. PARKS STAKEHOLDER QUESTIONNAIRE

KH Consulting Group (KH) obtained information about stakeholders' community park 
perceptions and concerns, using a questionnaire.

Purpose of Questionnaire

The purpose of the questionnaire was to solicit input from a cross-section of stakeholders, 
including park users, community residents, City employees, elected officials, and others. 
Their input supplements our team members' fieldwork in developing the L.A. Parks Report 
Cards (Volume I) and L.A. Parks Case Studies (Volume II).

Questionnaire Design

KH designed the L.A. Parks questionnaire in collaboration with the City of Los Angeles Office 
of the Controller and Department of Recreation & Parks (RAP). The L.A. Parks questionnaire 
was available in both English and Spanish to maximize diverse and widespread participation.

Questionnaire Distribution

The L.A. Parks questionnaire was available for participation between October 6, 2016, and 
October 31, 2016. It was distributed both online through email channels: RAP, 
Neighborhood Councils, City Council offices, and City Controller.

Hard copies of the questionnaire were also available at RAP's community parks during this 
time period.

Response Rate

In total, 3,749 participants responded to the questionnaire - 1,589 surveys (42%) were 
completed online and 2,160 hard copy surveys (58%) were collected at a number of 
community parks. KH segmented the data by different socio-demographic factors; however, 
KH has only reported where there were differences between the overall responses and 
specific sub-groups of the stakeholders.

L.A. Parks Volume III, Page 44 KH
CONSULTING
GROUP
MANAGEMENT
CONSULTANTS



Participant Profile
The following charts provide a demographic overview of questionnaire respondents.

Ethnicity/Race
Respondents identified themselves as 
Hispanic/Latino (40%), White/Caucasian (26%), 
or Black/African American (16%). The other 18% 
were Asian, Mixed Ethnicity, Pacific Islander, or 
Native American.

Age
Almost one-half of respondents (48%) indicated 
that they were between the ages of 18 and 40. 
Another 32% were between the ages of 41 and 
64. The other 20% were either under age 18 or 
older than 64.

Pacific Islander American Indian/ 
Alaskan Native2%Youngerthan 18 Mixed Ethnicity I /9% 1%7%

65 or older 
11% sian

8%

Hispanic/Latino
40%

Black/African
American

16%

18 to 40
48%

41 to 64
32% White/Caucasian

26%

Respondents=3,093 Respondents=3,082

Gender/Sex
Nearly two-thirds of respondents (60%) who indicated 
their gender, identified themselves as Female.

Transgender/Other
1%

Male
38%

Female
61%
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Respondents=3,091 CONSULTING

GROUP
MANAGEMENT
CONSULTANTS



Participant Profile (continued)
Interest in Parks
87% of respondents identified themselves as either 
a park user (71%), a park neighbor (37%), or an 
interested resident (33%).

Park Access
More than one-half of respondents (54%) 
indicated that they drive a car or motorcycle to 
the park. Another 37% get to the park on foot.

By bike or skateboardPark user 71%
By public transportation5%

Neighbor to a park 4%37%

I

Interested resident 33%

Non-profit organization 
involved with the parks 

LA City Recs & Parks 
employee 

Elected official, 
Neighborhood Council, 

LA City employee (but not 
in Recs & Parks)

16%

By car or 
motorcycle 

54%

14% On foot
37%

10%

| 3%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

Respondents=3,020 Respondents=2,984

Park Region
When asked what community parks they 
frequent, respondents provided a good 
representation of RAP's three maintenance 
regions - Pacific Region (40%), Metropolitan 
Region (26%), and the Valley Region (24%).

Socio-Economics of Park Community
When asked the socio-economic condition of 
their community park area, respondents provided 
good representation, with a majority (68%), 
indicating either middle-to-low or middle socio
economic conditions for their park community.

Low socio
economic conditions 

15%

Griffith Park
9%

Middle socio
economic conditions 

33%
Valley
Region

Pacific
Region

41%
High and middle socio 
economic conditions 

20%
24%

Metropolitan
Region

26%

Middle and low socio
economic conditions 

32%

Respondents=3,599 Respondents=3,028

Note: The Westside was incorporated with the Pacific 
and Valley Regions at the time of the questionnaire. 
Griffith Park was outside of the scope of this project.
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Somewhat Unimportant/ 
Unimportant, 2%

Neither Important or 
Unimportant, 3%

4 k

Importance of Exercise
Almost three-fourths of respondents (72%) 
indicated that they think exercise is important. The 
table to the right displays the percentage of each 
respondent category that indicated that "Exercise is 
Important" to them. Females and individuals 
between the ages of 18 and 64 value exercise more.

j

Overall

"Exercise is Important" 72*

73%

72%

I
71%

i
67%

74%

■ 73%
l

67%
.I

54% Ii
75%

69%

77%

76%

I 71%f
69%

l
67%

Respondents=2,948 60%

59%

Kinds of Exercise
Respondents indicated that walking (76%), running 
(38%), and playing team sports (28%) are the most 
popular exercises they do at the parks.

78%

76%

! 75%

3
75%V

lWalk, 76%
73%

Run, 38%
73%

Play a team sports, 28%
73%

Hike, 19%

76%Bike, 17%

72%Swim, 15% .a
g

Lift Weights, 13% 71%
3 5g :Dance, 13% Respondents=2,918 70%I

Aerobics, 12% 75%
Meditation, 8%

Pilates/Yoga, 7%

KHo% 25% 50% 75%
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I
74%

Attitudes Toward Exercise

Middle Socio-Economic Status

Middle to Low Socio-Economic Status

Low Socio-Economic Status

High to Middle Socio-Economic Status

Park User

LA City Employee

Interested Resident

Neighbor to a Park

LA City RAP Employee

Non-Profit Organization Involved with the Parks

Elected Official, Neighborhood Council, Civic Leader

Pacific Islander

Mixed Black/ African American- Hispanic/ Latino

Mixed Other

White/Caucasian

American Indian/ Alaskan Native i
Hispanic/Latino

Black/African American

Asian

Male

Female

Somewhat
Important,

23%

Important,
72%

18 or Younger

65 or Older

41-64

18-40

Griffith Park

Valley Region

Metropolitan Region

Pacific Region
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LA Parks Usage
Frequency of Park Use
More than 80% of respondents indicated that they use their community park several times a month.

I don't use my 
community park.Every other month

3%
2%A few times per year

m

5%

Once a month
9%

Several times a month 
81%

Respondents=3,142

Other Park Users in Household
The majority of respondents (83%) indicated that someone else in their household is a park user.

70%
62%

60%

50%
41%

40%

30%

17%20% 14%

10%

0% T T T 1
No, no one elseYes, 1 or more 

children (under adults (age 18-54) senior adults (age
55 or older)

Yes, 1 or more Yes, 1 or more

18)

Respondents=3,082
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LA Park Usage (continued)

Factors Affecting Park Usage
Nearly one-half of all respondents (46%) perceived Safety as a deterrent from using parks more.

50% 46%
Respondents=2,704

40%
34%

30% 25% 24% 23%

I I ■

20%
12%

9%

I ■

10%

0%
Safety Lifestyle Program Park Facilities Lack of Distance Cost 

offerings conditions and park space 
amenities

Response percentages are generally consistent when comparing responses by gender. Females 
indicated a greater concern than Males regarding Program Offerings and Safety, while males were 
more likely to cite Lifestyle as an issue.

-Overall -Male "Female

60%

50%

h
40%

30%

■ I20%

I I I I I I I
10%

0%
Safety Lifestyle Program Park Facilities Lack of Distance Cost 

offerings conditions and park space 
amenities KH
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LA Park Usage (continued)

Desired Improvements
Respondents identified Maintenance, Safety, and More Exercise Equipment as the top 3 areas in need 
of greatest improvement.

Improved Maintenance, 37%

Improved Safety, 32%

More Exercise Equipment, 31%

More Scheduled Programs and Activities, 29%

More Community Involvement, 28%

More Recreational Program Staff, 27%

Improved Landscaping, 27%

More Athletic Fields, 25%

More Children's Playgrounds, 25%

More Sports Courts, 20%

Respondents=3,014
More Information About Programs and Services, 20%

Improved Customer Service, 16%

Females continued to indicate a greater concern regarding park programs, including more scheduled 
programs and activities and more information about available programs. Females also indicated a desire 
for more children's playgrounds, as compared to Males. Males indicated a greater interest in more 
athletic fields and sports courts.

■ Overall ■ Male _ Female
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LA Parks Stakeholder Ratings
Recreational Needs, Park Maintenance, Park Services, and Park Facilities
Stakeholders shared their perceptions regarding four areas: Recreational Needs, Park Maintenance, Park 
Services, and Park Facilities. Respondents used a scale of 1 to 5, 5 being "Excellent" and 1 being "Poor."

Recreational Needs Overall
Respondents were asked to rate their perception of how well their park recreational needs are currently 
being met by a variety of programs. The following table provides a summary of the overall results.

Youth Sports Programs, 4.0

Afterschool Programs, 3.8

Special Events/Festivals, 3.8

Preschool Programs, 3.6

Arts/Cultural Programs, 3.5

Senior Programs, 3.5 Respondents=3,281
Adult Sports Programs, 3.5

Fitness Programs, 3.5

Programs and Services for Individuals with Flandicapping Conditions, 3.4

Aquatic/Pooi Programs, 3.3

Nature and Environmental Programs, 3.1

0.0 1.0 2.0 3.0 4.0 5.0

Effectiveness Rating Average

Stakeholders' Perceptions
■ Youth Sports Programs received the highest rating (4.0.

■ The majority of programs were rated between 3.5 and 3.8.

■ Programs for Individuals with Handicapping Conditions, Aquatic/Pool Programs, and Nature and 
Environmental Programs were rated in the average range of 3.1 to 3.4.
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LA Parks Stakeholder Ratings
Park Maintenance Overall
Respondents were asked to rate their perception of how well maintained were various areas of their 
community park on a scale of 1 to 5, 5 being "Excellent" and 1 being "Poor." The following table 
provides a summary of the overall results.

Children's Playground Maintenance, 3.7 

Pool Maintenance, 3.6

Hardscape/Tennis/Basketball Court Cleaning, 3.6

Recreation Center Maintenance, 3.5

Turf Mowing, 3.5

Graffiti Removal, 3.5

Tree Trimming, 3.4

Sports/Athletic Fields Maintenance, 3.4

Overall Cleanliness and Maintenance of the Park, 3.4

Respondents=3,270

i
Landscaping, 3.4 

Picnic Area Maintenance, 3.4 

Litter and Debris Removal, 3.3 

Restroom Cleaning, 3.1

0.0 1.0 2.0 3.0 4.0 5.0

Effectiveness Rating Average

Stakeholders' Perceptions
■ Maintenance areas, such as Children's Playgrounds, Pools, Hardscapes, and Recreation Centers 

were rated between 3.5 and 3.7.

■ The balance and majority of maintenance areas were rated lower, between 3.1 and 3.4.

■ The bottom two areas, warranting the greatest improvements, are litter and debris removal 
(3.3) and restroom cleaning (3.1); however, 8 areas received either a 3.4 or 3.5 rating.

■ Respondents, who categorized the community surrounding their park as low socio-economic, 
perceived that Maintenance is more of an issue than other socio-economic areas. They rated 
each Maintenance area between .3 and .5 points lower than the overall ratings. Restroom 
Maintenance (2.7) and Recreation Center Maintenance (3.0) were rated the lowest by this 
respondent category.
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LA Parks Stakeholder Ratings

Park Services Overall
Respondents were asked to rate their perception of the effectiveness of a variety of park services , 
on a scale of 1 to 5, 5 being "Excellent" and 1 being "Poor." The following table provides a summary 
of the overall results.

Respondents=3,179

Customer Service Orientation of Staff, 3.9 

Information About Community Events in the Parks, 3.7 

Information About Recreational Opportunities, 3.7 

Easy Means for Reserving Park Facilities , 3.6
f

o.o 1.0 2.0 3.0 4.0 5.0

Effectiveness Rating Average

Stakeholders' Perceptions
Customer Service Orientation of Staff received the highest rating of 3.9. All other park services were 
between 3.6 and 3.9.
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LA Parks Facilities & Amenities

Park Facilities and Amenities Overall
Respondents were asked to rate their perception of the importance of a variety of park facilities and 
amenities. The following table provides a summary of the overall results. These ratings refer to 
Importance, and not Effectiveness, again using the 5-point scale, 5 being "Important" and 1 being 
"Unimportant."

Respondents=3,150

Restrooms, 4.7

Active Recreation - Outdoor Courts, Athletic Fields, Pool and Water Sports, 4.6

Playgrounds, 4.6

Passive Greenspace - Natural Areas, Lawns, Trees, and Water Conservation, 4.6

Pathways - Exercise Areas and Trails, 4.6

Drinking Fountains, 4.5

Sitting Areas - Sitting and Picnic Areas, 4.5

Deterrents-Absence of Deterrents to Park Use, 4.5

Infrastructure - Park Buildings, Buildings and Grounds in General, Specialty Facilities, 
Including Dog Parks, 4.5
Programs & Services-Customer Service, Marketing and Outreach, Scheduled 
Activities, 4.4__________________________________________________________

0.0 1.0 2.0 3.0 4.0 5.0

Importance Rating Average

Stakeholders' Perceptions
Respondents indicated that all facilities listed are nearly equally important, with most facilities rated 
at 4.5-4.6 on the 5-point scale. The importance of restrooms was rated a bit higher at 4.7 and 
Programs and Services was rated a bit lower at 4.4.
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