
PLANNING & land use management
MOTION

The property located at 3685 S Vermont Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90007 is the former 
location of the Bethune Public Library, a branch library that was relocated to 3900 S Western 
Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90062 in the mid-2000s. The subject property, currently a vacant lot, 
has been in the ownership of the former Community Redevelopment Agency (CRA/LA) since the 
relocation of the branch library. The former CRA/LA is in the process of dispensing of its real 
estate holdings, and there exists an opportunity for the property to be transferred to City ownership 
for the purpose of redeveloping the property through a public/private partnership.

The subject site, located within the South Los Angeles Community Plan area, is designated 
for Public Facilities (PF) uses with a corresponding zone of PF-1. The Public Facility land use 
designation and PF zone are both premised on the ownership and use of the property by a 
government agency, and the former use of the site as a public library.

The South Los Angeles Community Plan calls for the active pursuit of “joint development 
and other revitalization programs, including the leveraging of any locally developed business 
improvement programs, and be able to maintain and increase the commercial employment base 
for community residents whenever possible.” To that end, commercial corridors must be 
designated with the right land use designations and zoning to maximum development potential.

The South Los Angeles Community Plan is currently being updated to establish policies 
and programs to encourage commercial development along commercial corridors such as Vermont 
Avenue. The proposed update includes a land use change for the subject site from Public Facility 
to Community Commercial, and a zone change from PF-1 to C2-2D-CPIO. The proposed update 
includes the establishment of a Community Plan Implementation Overlay (CPIO) as a tool to 
implement the Community Plan’s goals and policies by establishing sub-areas that tailor 
regulations to meet neighborhood-specific needs.

The update identifies the subject site as being located in the “TOD High Subarea G” 
intended to maximize the presence of fixed light rail transit by providing increased housing, and 
employment opportunities and encouraging quality retail and service amenities. The proposed 
zoning of the subject property limits most uses to a floor area ratio (FAR) of 1,5:1, and an R3 
residential density, but provides significant incentives for projects that include a requisite number 
of affordable housing units, ultimately allowing qualifying projects to reach an FAR of 3,5:1 and 
an R4 residential density. The proposed zoning incentivizes mixed-use commercial/residential 
projects.

A General Plan Amendment to change the Public Facility land use designation to 
Community Commercial, and Zone and Height District Change from PF-1 to C2-2D would allow 
for a broader range of appropriately scaled uses at the subject property, such as a hotel use, with a 
maximum FAR of approximately 4:1 and density of one guest room per 200 square feet of lot area, 
per the requirements of the R4 zone. Such a zone would still be consistent with the goals and 
policies of the South Los Angeles Community Plan, and would allow for appropriate flexibility in 
pursuing development of this publicly-owned parcel.



I THEREFORE MOVE that the Council instruct the Planning Department, in 
consultation with Council District 8, to initiate consideration of a General Plan Amendment to 
change the Public Facility land use designation to Community Commercial, and a Zone and Height 
District Change from PF-1 (Public Facilities Zone) to C2-2D (Commercial Zone), with respect to 
the parcel located at 3685 Vermont Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90007.

1 FURTHER MOVE that the Council instruct the Planning Department to amend the 
South Los Angeles Community Plan land use map, and prepare a Zone and Height District Change 
Ordinance, and a General Plan Amendment Resolution, and refer the matter to the City Planning 
Commission for its consideration.
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