
Steven Luftman 
310-503-9958 
sluftman@yahoo. com

January 12, 2018

Re: Case No. CHC-2017-2886-HCM / Council File: 17-1213
106-108-1/2 South Kings Road, Los Angeles 
Proposed Cultural Historic Monument Designation(s)

Dear Chair Huizar and Honorable Councilmembers:
I am submitting this letter as the applicant of the proposed Historic Cultural 
Monument, the “Aidlin-Rees Apartments/Rudolf Ising Residence”. I hope it 
clarifies some of the statements that Daniel Freedman (Representing Rimini LP, 
Isaac Cohanzad, Wiseman Residential LLC) has made in letters to this 
committee dated on December 7, 2017 and October 26, 2017.
1. Mr. Freedman says the property fails to meet the Criteria for a HCM as 
set forth in LAAC § 22.171.7.
The city’s Cultural Heritage Commission (CHC) was put in place for the 
purpose of deciding if a building meets the criteria of a Historic Cultural 
Monument (HCM), and the Office of Historic Resources (OHR) serves the 
CHC. (See Sec. 22.171.10. (c) 4. Procedures for Designation of Monuments. 
Below)
On October 19, 2017 the CHC decided that the Aidlin-Rees 
Apartments/Rudolf Ising Residence meets the criteria of a Historic- 
Cultural Monument for its association with Rudolf Ising.

) Sec. 22.171.10. Procedures for Designation of Monuments.
A site, building or structure may be designated as a Monument in 

accordance with the procedures set forth in this section.
(c) Action on the Initiation or Application.
4. Procedure for Applications for Designations. Once a complete 

application is received, as determined by the Director, the Commission 
shall determine at a public meeting whether the proposed designation 
merits further consideration. If the Commission determines to take the 
proposed designation under consideration, it shall conduct an inspection 
and investigation pursuant to Section 22.171.8 of this article. The Director 
shall thereafter prepare a report and recommendation on the proposed 
designation. After receipt of the Director's report and recommendation and 
conducting its inspection and investigation, the Commission shall hold a 
public hearing regarding the proposed designation and determine whether



the site, building or structure conforms with the definition of a Monument 
as set forth in Section 22.171.7 of this article. If the Commission 
recommends approval of an application for a proposed designation, the 
Commission shall submit a report and recommendation to the Council. The 
Council may consider the matter and may adopt the designation by a 
majority vote. If the Commission disapproves the proposed designation, 
the decision is final.

Mr. Freedman also said that the application “was not heard by the Commission 
within the LAAC's requisite 30 day period provided for the Commission to
act.
The Office of the Los Angeles City Attorney who is present at the CHC and 
represents the CHC has answered this repeatedly at the public hearings.

2. Mr. Freedman claims that the Bosko cartoon character is a 
stereotypically racist character.

The Bosko cartoons and the Bosko character are a product of their time and 
era, with a main character that spoke in what we consider a stereotypical black 
southern dialect.
Racist characters and stories were prevalent at the time. Googling the subject 
“racist cartoons” reveals a long list of offending titles starting with cartoons by 
Walt Disney.
Yet on November 29, 2016 the City Council voted unanimously to make the 
Charlotte and Robert Disney House a Historic-Cultural Monument for its 
connection with Walt Disney.
We are not celebrating that fact, and we are not hiding it.
Here is the list of prominent creators of cartoons that would be considered racist 
by today’s standards:
• Walt Disney
• Chuck Jones
• Ub Iwerks
• William Hanna
• Joseph Barbera
• Friz Freleng
• Tex Avery
• Robert Clampett
• Dr. Suess



Rudolf Ising contributed much more to animation than Bosko. He along with 
his partner Hugh Harman, Ub Iwerks and of course Walt Disney were 
responsible for the animation industry locating primarily in Los Angeles.
Before they moved here and established cartoon studios here, the industry was 
located primarily in New York.
Also of note, neither the Los Angeles Times nor the New York Times obituaries 
for Rudolf Ising refer to him as a creator of racist cartoons in any way.
Here are the Los Angeles Times July 22, 1992 obituary references to the Bosko 
character:

...“He and Harman separated from Disney to pursue their own careers.
Their first cartoon was "Bosko, the Talk-Ink Kid" in 1929. Their work, like 
their mentor's, featured appealing characters and animation that was 
sophisticated and sensitive--for its time. Bosko was an inkblot tyke who 
signed off by saying "That's all, folks," a phrase later made immortal by 
Porky Pig. "Bosko" came in the infancy of sound pictures and was the first 
animated film to synchronize movement to speech. Disney's "Steamboat 
Willie" a year earlier had music and sound effects but no dialogue.
The film's success brought Harman-Ising to the attention of Warner Bros. 
where their first Looney Tune was released in 1930. It also starred the 
cheerful Bosko and his enthusiastic girlfriend, Honey.

From the New York Times July 23, 1992 obituary:
“Their initial production, "Bosko the Talk-Ink Kid," in 1929, was a 
breakthrough as the first talkie cartoon, synchronizing dialogue on the 
soundtrack with the action on screen. Disney's earlier "Steamboat Willie" 
had music and sound effects but no dialogue.
The Bosko cartoon was also notable for its sign off, "That's all, folks," ... 

Historic preservation is cultural preservation.
Below is the disclaimer by Whoopi Goldberg included with the DVD of Warner 
Brothers cartoons. This DVD includes cartoons by Ising and others.

“The cartoons you are about to see are products of their time. They 
may depict some of the ethnic and racial prejudices that were 
commonplace in the U.S. society. These depictions were wrong then 
and they are wrong today. While the following does not represent the 
Warner Bros. view of today's society, these cartoons are being 
presented as they were originally created, because to do otherwise 
would be the same as claiming that these prejudices never existed.”

— Disclaimer by Whoopi Goldberg[



3. Mr. Freedman claims that we are submitting this application to block 
much needed housing.
This assertion has nothing to do with the worthiness of the HCM application.
The project that Rimini LP, Isaac Cohanzad, Wiseman Residential LLC 
proposes to replace the Rudolf Ising Residence with is a 9-unit 100% luxury 
building. The apartments will rent for over $4,000, as do the apartments they 
built across the street.
The apartments that will be replaced currently rent for less than $2500, except 
for one unit that is illegally being rented out on AirBnb. The new building will 
eliminate 3 units of RSO housing and will not replace them as part of the new 
project.
From 2006, Wiseman-related companies have destroyed over 300 units of RSO 
housing. The Cohanzad-related companies are one of the leading abusers of the 
Ellis Act. The Ellis Act was enacted for Mom and Pop landlords to retire.
In May of 2017 Curbed LA named Wiseman Residential as one of the 10 Worst 
Landlords in LA.
From the Curbed article:

Cohanzad is known for abuse of Ellis Act re rentals via Airbnb, harassment 
of tenants through systematic removal of services, entering units without 
permission, and leaving empty units open and unlocked. He also has filed 
SLAPP lawsuits [frivolous lawsuits meant to intimidate] on tenants.

A HCM has to stand on its merits and meet the criteria of a HCM, and 
specifically does not take into account proposed projects for the site.

Conclusion

Thank you for your consideration of this worthy HCM. Rudolf Ising was a giant 
of cartoons who is and was instrumental to our industry being based in Los 
Angeles.

Sincerely,

Steven Luftman 
Applicant
CHC-2017-2886-HCM Aidlin-Rees Apartments/Rudolf Ising Residence


