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Dear PLUM Committee and City Staff:

I would like to give my support to the Los Angeles Department of City Planning Recommendation Report for Council 
File: 17-1213 to not declare 106-108-1/2 South Kings Road a Historic-Cultural Monument. I reject the idea that 
another property with unusual lines and no actual history will be used to halt development in Los Angeles County. I 
reject the idea that we’re using Rudolf Ising as the reason to halt development.

Rudolf Ising was a world class racist. His 1931 cartoon short “Hittin1 the Trail for Hallelujah Land” has the distinction of 
being the earliest made cartoon to be banned from syndication. Quite an accomplishment! This banned group of 
cartoons, called the “Censored Eleven” group of cartoons, are considered so racially charged, with racism so 
essential to the plot and so completely pervasive throughout the entirety of the cartoons that the copyright holders 
believed that no amount of selective editing could ever make them acceptable for distribution. He directed that 
episode. Those evil and disgusting ideas were displayed exactly as Rudolf Ising meant them to be.

Rudolf Ising is also the original producer of the Tom and Jerry cartoons. The cartoon duo who gave us such 
characters as Mammy Two Shoes. “Now the mammy in Tom and Jerry was an outright racist cartoon character. [She] 
had the typical negro voice and served as a foil for the two animal characters. Showing just her feet and lower body 
kept us from worrying about her face and making her another ‘character’ to give personality to” said Jack Zander, one 
of Tom and Jerry’s animators. In fact two episodes of Tom and Jerry were pulled from the second installment of 
Warner Brothers’ Golden Collection because they featured Tom and Jerry “blacked up.”

Rudolf Ising is associated with some of the most racist cartoons of all time from Looney Tunes to Tom and Jerry. The 
fact that he slept at 106 South Kings Road and made those cartoons should be considered all the more reason to 
tear this building down not made into a Historic-Cultural Monument.
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