
MOTION

Special Event Process Improvements

Boney Island was a long-running free community event held for Halloween each year in Sherman Oaks. 
The event brought thousands of local children to the block party held over multiple days. The event also 
provided an opportunity for local schools to fundraise for their annual activities. 2017 would have been Boney 
Island’s 19th year.

Boney Island applied for a street closure special events permit on August 12th, 2017. In October, the 
Los Angeles Police Department informed the event organizers that, due to new security procedures, the event 
would require hard barricades and a police presence each night, totaling around $4,000 each night for the security 
personnel alone.

Because the event is held at the end of October, the organizers had little notice and limited ability to 
raise funds to cover the higher costs, which were estimated to be much more than those of prior years, so they 
decided to cancel the event.

Because of increasing security concerns surrounding large public events, other community events have 
incurred similar cost increases. While it is in the City’s best interest to have safe community events, it is also in 
the City’s interest to not overburden those providing free community services.

The City of Los Angeles should review its community event procedures to determine how it may more 
effectively work with the public to encourage the continuation of much loved community gatherings, to achieve 
greater transparency and accountability in the process and to ensure that the time and resource requirements are 
well understood and reasonable.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the Los Angeles Police Department, with assistance from the Department 
of Public Works, LADOT, and other City departments and agencies, as necessary, be instructed to report back 
within 30 days on the procedures and security requirements for public events held in the public right of way, 
how those procedures have evolved over the past three years, and with recommendations on how the special 
event permit application process may be made more efficient, transparent, and accountable in the future.

I FURTHER MOVE that the Los Angeles Police Department, with the assistance of the City 
Administrative Officer, be instructed to report back within 30 days on options available to reduce or internally 
cover costs for security measures required for non profit-making community events.

I FURTHER MOVE that the Bureau of Street Services be instructed to report back within 30 days on 
the number of special event permits pulled in each of the last three fiscal years, how many permits were applied 
for and then cancelled in each of those years, and any anecdotal or numerical data that may explain any trends 
in those permit numbers, with a focus on community events.
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