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PROPOSED LEASE AGREEMENT WITH THE ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
EDUCATION AND WELFARE CORPORATION

From:

Reference:

Subject:

RECOMMENDATIONS

That the Mayor

1. Approve Harbor Department (Port) Resolution No. 17-8137 authorizing a proposed Lease 
Agreement No. 17-3512 with the Archdiocese of Los Angeles Education and Welfare 
Corporation; and,

2. Return the document to the Port for further processing, including Council consideration.

SUMMARY

The Harbor Department (Port) Board of Harbor Commissioners (Board) requests approval of 
Resolution No. 17-8137 authorizing proposed Lease Agreement No. 17-3512 (Agreement) with the 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles Education and Welfare Corporation (Archdiocese). The proposed 
Agreement will authorize the Port to rent and occupy 920 square feet (sf) of storage space from the 
Archdiocese’s Saint Peter and Paul School (Site). The Port will use the Site to continue its operation 
and service of its air quality measurement equipment for the Port of Los Angeles’ (POLA) Air Quality 
Monitoring Program (AQMP) station in the Wilmington community. The proposed Agreement with the 
Archdiocese will be fora term of five years, from September 2017 to September 2022. The Port and 
the Archdiocese have agreed on a compensation rental rate of $1,100 per month, for $13,200 per 
year. The rental costs will include no annual adjustments throughout the balance of the lease term. 
According to the Port, the rental costs are competitive with other market rates for similar properties.

The proposed Agreement will allow the Port to continue operating the AQMP station to monitor 
various pollutants and meteorological conditions. In addition, the station will be used to monitor air 
quality data to measure ambient (surrounding) air concentrations In accordance with the Clean Air 
Action Plan (CAAP) and to use the information for environmental analyses purposes. The Port states 
that having the AQMP station at one or more sites allows the POLA to examine and provide 
comparisons and trend analyses of air quality conditions.
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In 2004, the Port’s Environmental Management Division (EMD) staff had evaluated potential 
locations in Wilmington for the AQMP station and decided that the Archdiocese’s Site was the best 
location. This Site was considered the preferred location because of its proximity within the area of a 
residential community, secure surroundings, and long-term benefit to the measurement of relevant 
air quality data. The Port states that remaining at the current site would avoid upgrading a new or 
alternative focation to accommodate the air quality station. In addition, the location for the air quality 
monitoring station was in compliance with Environmental Protection Agency criteria and was 
evaluated and approved by the South Coast Air Quality Management District and the Port 
Community Advisory Committee (PCAC). The PCAC is a standing committee of the Board and 
provides a public forum to discuss Port-related quality of life issues through a series of 
subcommittees and public forums.

The Archdiocese allowed the Port to use the facility at no cost from 2005-2008. in 2008, the Port 
decided to. expand the AQMP to collect additional data and required additional storage space and 
facility access. The Port had invested approximately $50,000 to upgrade the Site to make it more 
suitable for the required air quality monitoring equipment. At that time, the Archdiocese requested 
that the Port enter into a formal agreement for rent and administrative costs to continue its use of the 
Site because Port staff had to go through school property. Since that time, the Port has signed a 
series of new agreements with Archdiocese from 2008 to the existing one. The most recent lease 
Agreement expired in September 2017.

The City Attorney has reviewed and approved the proposed Agreement as to form and legality. The 
Agreement is in compliance with all applicable provisions of City Ordinances and contracting 
requirements. The Port Director of Environmental Management has determined that the proposed 
Agreement involves Issues related to a lease agreement to use an existing facility for basic 
environmental data collection, and includes no expansion and use of the current activities. Therefore, 
the proposed action is exempt from the applicable requirements of the CEQA and Los Angeles City 
CEQA Guidelines. In accordance with Charter Section 373, Council approval is required because the 
Agreement exceeds three years.

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT

The Harbor Department (Port) will pay the Archdiocese of Los Angeles Education and Welfare 
Corporation (Archdiocese) a compensation rate of $1,100 per month, $13,200 per year, to rent and 
occupy a location site at its Saint Peter and Paul School to operate and service air quality 
measurement equipment in the Wilmington community. No other adjustments will be made to the 
rental costs throughout the contract term. The new rate is competitive with market rates for 
properties for similar sites. The proposed Agreement with the Archdiocese will be for a term of five 
years, from September 2017 to September 2022.
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