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John White <john.white@lacity.org>
To: Carolina Peters <carolina.peters@lacity.org>

Mon, Dec 4, 2017 at 1 38 PM

CP:

please attach the accompanying letter to CF 17-1283 as a communication from the public

----------Forwarded message-----------
From: Lopez, Frank <FLopez5@semprautilities.com>
Date: Mon, Dec 4, 2017 at 12:01 PM
Subject: SoCaiGas Comment Letter re: Clean Air Action Plan Update 
To. "john.white@lacity.org" <john.white@lacity.org>

Mr. White - Please find attached a comment letter from SoCaiGas re Council File #17-1283 - Clean Air Action Plan 
Update, being heard tomorrow in Trade, Travel & Tourism Committee.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

Best,

Frank Lopez

Government Affairs

SoCaiGas

555 W. 5th Street, GT21C5

Los Angeles, CA 90013

C: (213)703-1347

SoCaiGas
Vrujirii EpcifiY

John A. White 
Legislative Assistant
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Kevin Maggay 
Energy ana Environmental Affairs 

555 W. 5» Street 
LosAngeles: CA 90013

tel. 213-244-8192 

Email: krraggay@semprautilities.com

lil SoCaiGas
a Sempra Energy utility*

December 1, 2017

The Hon. Joe Buscamo, Chair 
Trade, Travel and Tourism Committee 
Los Angeles City Council 
Board of Public Works, Room 350 
200 N. Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Re: Draft Final 2017 Clean Air Action Plan

Chair Buscamo:

We would like to commend The Port of Los Angeles and Port of Long Beach on 
releasing the Draft Final 2017 Clean Air Action Plan (CAAP) Update. We understand that it is 
an important undertaking and we applaud their efforts

We appreciate that our input, as well as the input of many others, was considered in the 
latest version, particularly moving up the rate implementation date from 2023 to 2020. This 
move will achieve early emission reductions that will help the region achieve attainment of 
national air quality standards. We do, however, have outstanding comments that were 
considered but not adequately addressed in the CAAP We ask that you consider the points 
below.

Assess the Rale As Soon As Possible, But No Later Than 2020
While the rate was moved up from 2023 to 2020, we feel that the rate should be 

implemented as soon as possible. While we understand that there are systems that need to be 
developed to structure the rate and collect the rate, those administrative activities should be 
developed prior to 2020. We recommend that the language in the CAAP state that rates will be 
assessed “as soon as possible, but no later than 2020.”

Set the Rate Exemption Threshold to 0.02g NOx or Better
Deferring to the California Air Resources Board (CARB) to develop a near-zero engine 

manufacturing standard to determine the rate exemption threshold is unnecessary and could have 
dire consequences. As a port authority, they have the authority to set rates based on 
requirements you see fit to operate effectively, efficiently and competitively. The ports should 
therefore set the rate exemption threshold to 0.02 grams (g) of nitrogen oxide (NOx) or better, 
which is the cleanest available emission level and is consistent with CARB’s Optional Low NOx 
Standard This rate exemption level would immediately encourage the use of the cleanest
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engines currently available and would be based off a standard set by the proper regulatory 
authority.

Second, it is uncertain to what level CARB will set this standard or if it will ultimately be 
approved. CARB has stated that the standard may be set at 0.02g, 0.05g, or even as high as 0. lg 
NOx. Waiting for a potentially higher emitting standard would result in lower emission 
reductions than what can be achieved today. A standard of O.lg would be five times higher than 
CARB’s existing Optional Low NOx Standard of 0.02g. Technology exists today that can 
achieve 0.02g NOx, therefore it is imperative to begin transition to the cleanest trucks as soon as 
possible rather than waiting for CARB. Regardless of what level CARB selects, there is still a 
great deal of uncertainty around its ultimate approval, particularly since approval of a California- 
only manufacturing standard would require a waiver granted by the federal Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA). The current EPA does not seem willing to grant waivers for single 
state requirements. The CAAP states that the rate is contingent on CARB’s new standard. 
Therefore, if no standard is approved, there will not be a rate assessed, which would essentially 
eliminate the program. Waiting for CARB to promulgate a standard could ultimately result in no 
program at all.

Leverage Incentive Funding Immediately
Incentive funding is integral to the success of the Clean Truck Program. California has 

committed unprecedented levels of funding designed to reduce diesel truck pollution. AB134 
(2017) and the Volkswagen Settlement Fund Part D exist to help drivers purchase near-zero 
trucks starting in 2018. Either port trucks get their share of funds or other sectors within 
transportation will utilize the funds. Moving up the rate and immediately setting the rate 
threshold at 0.02g NOx provides the market incentive for replacing port trucks with the available 
funds now. A later start date and an unknown rate exemption threshold sends the market signal 
to wait until there is program certainty. Generous state funding may not be available at some 
future date, especially if funds set aside this year go unused. Under this scenario, truckers 
potentially would need to absorb the entire cost of new trucks without assistance. It is 
imperative to use the available funds immediately.

We support the formation of an Incentive Working Group that would leverage the 
resources and expertise of partners in developing and implementing funding programs. We 
request that SoCal Gas be included in the Working Group as it is developed.

SoCal Gas looks forward to partnering with the ports on this important effort. We will 
assist as best we can to get the cleanest trucks to the port to reduce emissions and keep the ports 
competitive.

Respectfully submitted,

Kevin Maggay
Energy and Environmental Affairs


