
File No. 17-1283

TRADE, TRAVEL, AND TOURISM COMMITTEE REPORT relative to the Harbor 
Department’s (Port) 2017 Clean Air Action Plan (CAAP) Update, a policy blueprint for achieving 
a goal of zero-emissions by 2035.

Recommendations for Council action:

1. APPROVE the Port’s 2017 CAAP Update as approved by the Los Angeles and Long 
Beach Board of Harbor Commissioners at their joint meeting held November 2, 2017. (At 
its meeting held November 21, 2017, Council asserted jurisdiction over the 
November 2,2017 Los Angeles Board of Harbor Commissioners action)

2. REQUEST the Port to report:

a. Relative to strategies that will necessitate contracts, tariff amendments or leases, and 
licenses that will need Council approval, along with an anticipated timeline.

b. With quarterly status reports from the CAAP Implementation Advisory Group to the 
Trade, Travel, and Tourism Committee.

c. In conjunction with the Council District 15 Office and the Air Quality Management 
District (AQMD), relative to the implementation and roll out of AQMD and other grant 
funded programs for truck conversions and/or purchases.

d. On the feasibility and market rate studies of the proposed gate fee.

e. With options for implementing near-zero emission truck standards in 2018or 2019.

Fiscal Impact Statement: None submitted by the Board of Harbor Commissioners. Neither the 
City Administrative Officer nor the Chief Legislative Analyst has completed a financial analysis of 
this report.

Community Impact Statement: None submitted.

TIME LIMIT FILE-DECEMBER 12,2017

(LAST DAY FOR COUNCIL ACTION - DECEMBER 12,2017)

SUMMARY

On November 21, 2017, Council approved Motion (Buscaino - Huizar) asserting jurisdiction of 
the November 2, 2017, Board of Harbor Commissioners approval of the 2017 CAAP 

Update, pursuant to City Charter Section 245. Motion states that throughout the implementation 
of the CAAP, Council will consider the various contracts, franchises, permits, licenses, and 
leases that will effectuate high level policy goals. Motion movers believe that it is appropriate and 
warranted that the Council be afforded the opportunity to review the CAAP before the Board’s 
action becomes final.
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At its meeting held December 5,2017, the Trade, Travel, and Tourism Committee discussed this 
matter with Port staff. The Port’s Executive Director stated that the 2017 CAAP Update is a 
policy document designed to guide how the two San Pedro ports will continue to work with 
stakeholders to further reduce emissions from port-related sources for the next decade and 
beyond. It was stated that the Port of Los Angeles is the environmentally cleanest in the nation 
and possibly the world. The Port intends to play the role of a market maker to spur innovation for 
next-generation, zero-emission port technology. Support for the 2017 CAAP Update has been 
given by the mayors of Long Beach and Los Angeles. Other staff stated that the Port has 
achieved emission reduction goals years ahead of schedule while port cargo traffic has 
increased ten percent.

Port staff went on to state that zero-emission truck engines are not yet ready for mass production. 
CAAP policy goals are achievable, and can be shortened should new technology become 
available for the Port to acquire and use on a large scale. The President of the Board of Harbor 
Commissioners was present and stated that near-zero emission truck technology is still one to 
two years away from reaching the market. Smaller, start-up companies have been unable to 
deliver new technology for the Port. The Department needs 100 to 200 trucks to conduct a 
successful demonstration project and for this reason, so the Port must rely on the production 
capacity of large companies. Port staff urged Committee to not veto the Board’s action to 
approve the 2017 CAAP Update.

During the public comment period, residents and clean air advocates urged the Committee to 
veto the 2017 CAAP Update action and accelerate the timelines for policy goals to 2018 for truck 
emission reduction. Speakers cited the harmful impacts of the use of diesel fuel on the health of 
children and other area residents. A representative of the AQMD stated that grant funds for the 
purchase of near-zero emission trucks is available and must be spent by June, 2018.

Trade, Travel, and Tourism Committee members expressed support for the work done by Port 
staff and the 2017 CAAP Update. If new technologies emerge sooner than anticipated, policy 
goal timelines can be accelerated. Concern was expressed regarding the Port being able to 
spend the AQMD grant funds prior to the Jun2, 2018 deadline. The Committee recommended 
that Council approve the 2017 CAAP Update, further recommending that Council request the 
Port to report regarding the AQMD grant funds, the implementation of CAAP policy goals, and 
other related matters as shown above.

Respectfully Submitted

TRADE, A/EL. AMD TOURISM COMMITTEE

MEMBER VOTE 
BUSCAINO: YES 
BONIN: YES
KREKORIAN: YES
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-NOT OFFICIAL UNTIL COUNCIL ACTS-


