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The future of mobility in Los Angeles is coming faster than we can imagine. Our region 
is rich with ideas, innovation, technology, and a can-do spirit. Within a generation, 
transportation in Los Angeles could look and feel radically different. Gridlock could be 
eased or replaced with a new menu of exciting and fast transportation options.

California will allow the testing of autonomous vehicles on our roads in 2018, and Los 
Angeles will be one of the testing grounds. LADOT and LA Metro, blessed with 
voter-approved funding for hundreds of billions of dollars to build a genuine mass transit 
network, are exploring the concept of “micro-transit,” an on-call ride-sharing service that 
will take commuters to and from the core Metro system. The City of Los Angeles has 
approved Mobility Plan 2035, providing the framework for accommodating all modes -
including mass transit, active transportation, and new transportation options --within our 
street grid.

And in recent months, headlines have heralded new technologies that could be even 
more transformative:

Tesla and SpaceX CEO Elon Musk is developing the technology for low-cost, 
efficient tunneling and a prototype for high-speed electric mass transit that could 
take passengers from LAX to the San Fernando Valley in as little as 8 minutes. 
The City of Hawthorne has permitted construction of a 2-mile tunnel in its City, 
and Musk’s Boring Company is preparing to seek approvals to tunnel north 
through Los Angeles.

Uber is predicting that flying cars that could take passengers from LAX to Union 
Station in less than 30 minutes will be in operation in Los Angeles by 2020. The 
company hopes to pilot aerial taxi service here, and is working with NASA on a 
brand-new air traffic control system to manage these low-flying, possibly 
autonomous aircraft.

LA CoMotion held a mobility festival last weekend displaying a full range of new 
electric mobility devices from scooters to e-bikes to autonomous shuttles. Many 
of these technologies are already on the market, but operate in a legal gray area, 
leaving early adopters with few places to use them safely and legally.
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Any of these modes of transportation would be transformative - and all of them will 
likely face technological, regulatory, and psychological hurdles. As a forward-looking city 
with a population hungry for better mobility options, Los Angeles must prepare for 
exciting new technologies, and consider the public policy and real world implications of 
flying vehicles, high-speed underground transit, and electric personal mobility devices 
on our streets.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the City Council invite representatives of the Boring 
Company and Hyperloop to make a presentation to the Transportation Committee on 
the status of the new technology, its potential applications for increased mobility and 
traffic relief, and related public policy questions.

I FURTHER MOVE that the City Council invite representatives of Uber to make a 
presentation to the Transportation Committee on the status of the new technology, its 
potential applications for increased mobility and traffic relief, and related public policy 
questions.

I FURTHER MOVE that the Department of Transportation and the Office of the Chief 
Legislative Analyst prepare a report, in consultation with other departments and 
agencies as appropriate, regarding public policy issues, regulatory matters, and 
jurisdictional issues the City of Los Angeles needs to consider to prepare for new and 
emerging transportation technologies.
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