
RULES, ELECTIONS, INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONERESOLUTION

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, 
rules, regulations or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state or federal governmental 
body or agency must have first been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with 
the concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, the Constitution’s Tenth Amendment reserves for states any power not 
explicitly delegated to the federal government; and

WHEREAS, through either legislative action or voter referendum, 46 states have laws 
permitting or decriminalizing marijuana or marijuana-based products; and

WHEREAS, California voters overwhelmingly approved the full legalization of 
recreational marijuana via Proposition 64 in 2016; and

WHEREAS, the federal government still considers marijuana an illegal substance under 
the Controlled Substances Act and continues to prosecute its possession and use even in states 
where it is legal, in violation of the Tenth Amendment; and

WHEREAS, HR. 6043 and S. 3032, also known as the Strengthening the Tenth 
Amendment Through Entrusting States (STATES) Act, is currently pending in the U.S. House 
and Senate and would amend the Controlled Substances Act to exempt states that have reformed 
their marijuana laws from federal intervention in such matters; and

WHEREAS, the STATES Act would also maintain federal provisions preventing 
interstate trafficking of marijuana into prohibition states from legal states and establishing 
minimum ages to buy marijuana or work in the industry; and

WHEREAS, the STATES Act would also exclude industrial hemp from the federal 
government’s definition of “marihuana” and allow law-abiding marijuana businesses to access 
financial services from banks;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by 
the adoption of this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2017-2018 Federal 
Legislative Program support for HR. 6043 and S 3032, also known as the STATES Act, which 
would allow state governments to enforce its marijuana laws without undue federal intervention.
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