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TO: Honorable Members of the Rules, Elections, and Intergovernmental Relations 
Committee

Tso r-FROM: Sharon M.
Chief Legislative Analyst

Council File No: 18-0002-S123 
Assignment No: 18-10-0914

SUBJECT: Proposition 12, the Prevention of Cruelty to Farm Animals Act

CLA RECOMMENDATION: Adopt Resolution (Koretz - O’Farrell) to include in the City’s 
2017-2018 State Legislative Program SUPPORT for Proposition 12 which would amend state law 
to provide improved conditions for chickens, pigs, calves and other farmed animals in California, 
and require related products sold in California to meet similar standards.

SUMMARY
Proposition 12, the Prevention of Cruelty to Farm Animals Act, would establish minimum 
requirements for confining certain farm animals. Proposition 12 would ban cages of any kind for 
hens by 2022, and provide square-footage requirements for confinement areas for hens, calves 
raised for veal, and breeding pigs. Additionally, Proposition 12 would prohibit the sale of meat 
and egg products from animals confined in noncomplying manner.

The Resolution recommends support for Proposition 12.

BACKGROUND
On August 14, 2018, the Board of Animal Services Commissioners approved a recommendation 
to the City Council to support Proposition 12. The accompanying Department of Animal Services 
report notes that several organizations including the Humane Society of the United States, the 
American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA), government officials and 
nearly 500 California veterinarians support Proposition 12.

In 2008 Proposition 2, the Standards for Confining Farm Animals initiative passed with 63% 
support. Proposition 2 required that calves raised for veal, egg-laying hens and pregnant pigs be 
confined only in ways that allow these animals to lie down, stand up, fully extend their limbs and 
turn around freely. In 2010, Proposition 2 was supplemented by AB 1437 (Huffman), which 
prohibited the sale of a shelled egg for human consumption if it is the product of an egg-laying 
hen that was confined on a farm or place that is not in compliance with the animal care standards 
required by Proposition 2.

Proposition 12 would specifically require that all hens be housed in a “cage-free housing system,” 
within which farm employees can provide care while standing within the hens’ usable floor space. 
These cage-free housing systems must include, at a minimum, scratch areas, perches, nest boxes, 
and dust bathing areas; and within which farm employees can provide care while standing within



the hens’ usable floor space. While Prop 2 (2008) only required that calves, egg-laying hens, and 
pregnant pigs be given space that would allow them to lie down, stand up, fully extend their limbs 
and turn around freely, Proposition 12 would require at least 43 square feet for a calf raised for 
veal and 24 square feet for a breeding pig.
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Attachment: Resolution



RULES, ELECTIONS, INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATION:-.
RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, rules, regulations or 
policies proposed or pending before a local, state or federal governmental body or agency must first 
have been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the concurrence of the Mayor;
and

WHEREAS, Proposition 12 on the November 2018 general election ballot would ban cages of any kind for 
hens, gestation crates for mother pigs, so narrow they can't turn around, and veal crates for calves, 
which restrict movement for their entire lives, and require that by 2021 all hens would have to be cage- 
free, living, at minimum, on an open barn floor or in an indoor aviary with multiple levels for birds to 
access; and

WHEREAS, Proposition 12 represents incremental progress from the requirements mandated by 
Proposition 2, whose overwhelming passage in 2008 began a national movement to improve conditions 
for hens, calves and pigs; and

WHEREAS, proponents of the measure assert that the standards it requires will provide health benefits 
to the animals and to humans as well, such as a reduction in egg-related salmonella, while clearly 
improving the quality of life for those animals; and

WHEREAS, arguments for the measure also refute claims that the changes it requires will significantly 
increase production, wholesale and retail costs of the food products in question; and

WHEREAS, on August 14, 2018, the Board of Animal Services Commissioners approved a 
recommendation to the City Council (CF 18-0833) to support Proposition 12; and

WHEREAS, the passage of Proposition 12 would place California in a global leadership position with 
regard to the humane treatment of farmed animals; and

WHEREAS, as a city that has taken a leadership role in animal welfare and humane policies, Los Angeles 
should join the coalition of animal welfare, progressive agriculturalists, veterinary and labor 
organizations in support of Proposition 12.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the adoption of this 
Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2018 State Legislative Program SUPPORT for 
Proposition 12 to amend state law to provide improved conditions for chickens, pigs, calves and other 
farmed animals in California, and require related products sold in California to meet similar standards.

PRESENTED BY:
PAUL KORETZ, Councilmember, Fifth District
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