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January 22, 2018
Honorable Mayor Eric Garcetti
c/o Mandy Morales
Office of the Mayor
200 North Spring Street, Room 320
Los Angeles, CA 90012
Re:

FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM - SUPPORT FOR THE RIM OF THE VALLEY
CORRIDOR PRESERVATION ACT

Transmitted herewith for your consideration is El Pueblo Board Report 18-0001, which
recommends to the City Council and Mayor the adoption of a support position in the City’s
Federal Legislative Program for the Rim of the Valley Corridor Preservation Act (H.R. 4086 Schiff; S. 1993 - Feinstein).
The Board Report was approved by the El Pueblo Commission on January 11, 2018 and
requires Council and Mayor approval as it involves the Federal Legislative Program. The
proposed legislation would expand the boundary of the Santa Monica Mountains National
Recreation Area, including areas of the Los Angeles River, Chinatown, and El Pueblo
Historical Monument. The department recommends support for the Rim of the Valley Corridor
Preservation Act as it will further educate the public concerning the importance of our public
lands; provide potential federal funding opportunities; and, further the department’s goal in
supporting the mission of our federal partners with the National Park Service and U.S. Forest
Service.
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Thank you for your consideration. If you have any questions, please contact me at me at
(213) 485-8222 or chris.espinosa@lacity.org.
Sincerely,

Christopher P. Espinosa,
General Manager
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El Pueblo Historical Monument Authority
From:

Christopher P. Espinosa, General Manager
El Pueblo Historical Monument

Subject:

Federal Legislative Program - Support for the Rim of the Valley Corridor
Preservation Act

SUMMARY
On October 19, 2017, Congressman Adam Schiff and U.S. Senator Dianne Feinstein
introduced legislation that would adjust the boundary of the Santa Monica Mountains National
Recreation Area. The proposed expanded boundary would include a number of local
mountain ranges, as well as a portion of the Los Angeles River, Arroyo Seco, Griffith Park,
and El Pueblo Historical Monument. The Rim of the Valley Corridor Preservation Act (H.R.
4086; S. 1993) would enable the National Park Service and the local community to better
protect natural resources and habitats, and provide members of the community with improved
access to nature for recreational and educational purposes. The text of the bill and a map are
attached to this report for reference. Please note that support for Federal or State legislation
requires a resolution from the City Council, with concurrence from the Mayor.
BACKGROUND
In 2008, Congress passed the Rim of the Valley Corridor Study Act, which was also
introduced by Congressman Adam Schiff. The bill directed the National Park Service to
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conduct a special resource study of the Rim of the Valley Corridor, which includes the
mountains encircling the San Fernando, La Crescenta, Santa Clarita, Simi, and Conejo
Valleys. The study sought to determine the suitability and feasibility of designating all or a
portion of the Rim of the Valley Corridor as a unit of the existing Santa Monica Mountains
National Recreation Area. The report also studied how these areas could be protected and
utilized by local communities. The National Park Service started the study in 2010 and
transmitted its final report to Congress and the public in February 2016. A local public
outreach meeting was held at the Pico House at El Pueblo. The National Park Service
recommended more than doubling the size of the existing recreation area to include a
significant portion of the study area - approximately 190,000 acres of land.
LEGISLATION & IMPACT TO EL PUEBLO
The lands included within the expansion will be known as the Rim of the Valley Unit. The bill
will provide the National Park Service with the authority to:
•

Implement capital improvements (trails, roads, facilities for public enjoyment);

•

Monitor and study wildlife and ecosystems;

•

Provide technical assistance for resource protection and recreation planning;

•

Contribute financially to projects that protect important natural resources; and

•

Acquire land through donation, exchange, or purchase from willing sellers.

The proposed expansion respects private property rights and existing local land use
authorities. It will not require a land owner to participate in any conservation or recreation
activities, and it will not put any additional restrictions on property owners. The bill does not
allow for land acquisition through eminent domain.
Representatives from the National Park Service currently have a community outreach office
located in the South Plaza area of El Pueblo. The department regularly collaborates with staff
from the National Park Service at public events, such as the Blessing of the Animals, City’s
Birthday celebration, and the Holiday Tree Lighting ceremony, among other events. In
addition, the National Park Service conducts regular public outreach at the Avila Adobe on
Friday afternoons, teaching children and families about the importance of the environment,
local animals and their habitats, and historic resources, such as the Juan Bautista de Anza
Historic Trail. The National Park Service is also an important partner in the Gateway to
Nature visitor center project, located at 130 Paseo de la Plaza and operated by the Western
National Parks Association. The Gateway to Nature aims to educate and encourage new
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modes of park participation through self-discovery, identification, and advocacy,
The department recommends support for the Rim of the Valley Corridor Preservation Act as it
will further educate the public concerning our public lands and the environmental connection
to the development of the city. The legislation also has the potential to provide future federal
funds to the historic monument in the form of grants or other technical assistance, such as
applying for National Landmark recognition. The bill is consistent with the department’s goals
of increasing the visibility and supporting the mission of our federal partners at the U.S.
Forest Service and National Park Service.
RECOMMENDATION
That the El Pueblo Commission recommend to the City Council and Mayor:
ADOPTION of a support position in the City’s Federal Legislative Program for the Rim of the
Valley Corridor Preservation Act (H.R.4086 - Schiff; S. 1993 - Feinstein).

115th CONGRESS
1st Session
H. R. 4086

To adjust the boundary of the Santa Monica Mountains National Recreation Area to include
the Rim of the Valley Corridor, and for other purposes.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
October 19, 2017
Mr. Schiff (for himself, Ms. Brownley of California, Mr. Cardenas, Ms. Judy Chu of California,
Mr. Gomez. Mr. Ted Lieu of California, Mrs. Napolitano, and Mr. Sherman) introduced the
following bill; which was referred to the Committee on Natural Resources

A BILL
To adjust the boundary of the Santa Monica Mountains National Recreation Area to include the
Rim of the Valley Corridor, and for other purposes.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States ofAmerica in
Congress assembled'
SECTION 1. Short title.
This Act may be cited as the “Rim of the Valley Corridor Preservation Act”.
SEC. 2. Findings.
Congress finds as follows:
(1) The Santa Monica Mountains National Recreation Area was authorized as a unit of the
National Park System on November 10, 1978.
(2) The Santa Monica Mountains and the Rim of the Valley Corridor include-—•
(A) nationally significant resources(i) outstanding examples of geologic history, including the evolution of the Transverse Ranges
Province;
(ii) a diversity of well-preserved marine and terrestrial paleontological resources; and

(iii) high biodiversity, including outstanding examples of native grasslands, coastal sage scrub,
chaparral, dry coniferous forests, and alluvial fan sage scrub; and
(B) nationally significant cultural resources that represent a wide range of themes related to
human use and settlement in the region—
(i) high concentrations of archeological resources that provide insight into more than 10,000
years of Native American history; and
(ii) landmarks that represent topics such as architecture, recreation, and space exploration.
(3) Expanding the Santa Monica Mountains National Recreation Area would provide new
opportunities for the National Park Service to serve a broad range of urban communities,
including many that are underrepresented in national parks and underserved by State and local
parks.
SEC. 3. Boundary adjustment; land acquisition; administration,
(a) Boundary adjustment,—Section 507(c)(1) of the National Parks and Recreation Act of 1978
(16 U.S.C. 460kkfc)(1)) is amended by striking “ ‘Santa Monica Mountains National Recreation
Area and Santa Monica Mountains Zone, California, Boundary Map’, numbered 80,047-C and
dated August 2001” and inserting “ ‘Rim of the Valley Unit—Santa Monica Mountains National
Recreation Area’ and dated October 2017”.
(b) Rim of the Valley Unit.—Section 507 of the National Parks and Recreation Act of 1978 (16
U.S.C. dbOkkl is amended by adding at the end the following:
“(u) Rim of the Valley Unit.— (1) Not later than 3 years after the date of the enactment of this
subsection, the Secretary shall update the general management plan for the recreation area to
reflect the boundaries designated on the map referred to in subsection (c)(1) as the ‘Rim of the
Valley Unit’ (hereafter in the subsection referred to as the ‘Rim of the Valley Unit’). Subject to
valid existing rights, the Secretary shall administer the Rim of the Valley Unit and any land or
interest in land acquired by the United States and located within the boundaries of the Rim of the
Valley Unit, as part of the recreation area in accordance with the provisions of this section and
applicable laws and regulations.
“(2) The Secretary may acquire non-Federal land within the boundaries of the Rim of the Valley
Unit only through exchange, donation, or purchase from a willing seller. Nothing in this
subsection authorizes the use of eminent domain to acquire land or interests in land.
“(3) Nothing in this subsection or the application of the management plan for the Rim of the
Valley Unit shall be construed to—
“(A) modify any provision of Federal, State, or local law with respect to public access to or use
of non-Federal land;

“(B) create any liability, or affect any liability under any other law, of any private property
owner or other owner of non-Federal land with respect to any person injured on private property
or other non-Federal land;
“(C) affect the ownership, management, or other rights relating to any non-Federal land
(including any interest in any non-Federal land);
(D) require any local government to participate in any program administered by the Secretary;
“(E) alter, modify, or diminish any right, responsibility, power, authority, jurisdiction, or
entitlement of the State, any political subdivision of the State, or any State or local agency under
existing Federal, State, and local law (including regulations);
“(F) require the creation of protective perimeters or buffer zones and the fact that certain
activities or land can be seen or heard from within the Rim of the Valley Unit shall not, of itself,
preclude the activities or land uses up to the boundary of the Rim of the Valley Unit;
“(G) require or promote use of, or encourage trespass on, lands, facilities, and rights-of-way
owned by non-Federal entities, including water resource facilities and public utilities, without the
written consent of the owner;
“(H) affect the operation, maintenance, modification, construction, or expansion of any water
resource facility or utility facility located within or adjacent to the Rim of the Valley Unit;
“(I) terminate the fee title to lands or customary operation, maintenance, repair, and replacement
activities on or under such lands granted to public agencies that are authorized pursuant to
Federal or State statute;
“(J) interfere with, obstruct, hinder, or delay the exercise of any right to, or access to any water
resource facility or other facility or property necessary or useful to access any water right to
operate any public water or utility system; or
“(K) require initiation or reinitiation of consultation with the United States Fish and Wildlife
Service under, or the application of provisions of, the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16
U.S.C, 1531 et seq.), the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), or
division A of subtitle III of title 54, United States Code, concerning any action or activity
affecting water, water rights or water management or water resource facilities within the Rim of
the Valley Unit.
“(4) The activities of a utility facility or water resource facility shall be conducted in a manner to
reasonably avoid or reduce the impact on the resources of the Rim of the Valley Unit.
(5) For the purposes of paragraphs (4) and (5)—

“(A) the term ‘utility facility’ means electric substations, communication facilities, towers, poles,
and lines, ground wires, communications circuits, and other structures, and related infrastructure;
and
“(B) the term ‘water resource facility’ means irrigation and pumping facilities; dams and
reservoirs; flood control facilities; water conservation works, including debris protection
facilities, sediment placement sites, rain gauges, and stream gauges; water quality, recycled
water, and pumping facilities; conveyance distribution systems; water treatment facilities;
aqueducts; canals; ditches; pipelines; wells; hydropower projects; transmission facilities; and
other ancillary facilities, groundwater recharge facilities, water conservation, water filtration
plants, and other water diversion, conservation, groundwater recharge, storage, and carriage
structures.”.
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