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To; Los Angeles City Council, Los Angeles City Clerk, Los Angeles City Atto

<&2_From: Dege Coutee, Save Old Hollywood; contact [323] 334-5282

RE: Council Item # 18-0038, Legal & Ethical Issues, 6517 - 6533 West Lexington Ave 
Project

Upon learning that four beautiful, single-story homes could be demolished to make way 
for 18 micro luxury condos on a block that is already at complete saturation for 
population density, my neighbors and I have been met with animosity and deceit from our 
council office and city staff for trying to halt the project and protect our community.

As I stated in my comments today, Jeff Thomas of 6533 LEX, LLC, threatened me after the 
PLUM hearing this week, which my attorney heard, and only further demonstrates the 
caliber and character of the developers you fight so hard to protect. Therefore, I present 
my concerns prior to this item being placed on the agenda, to avoid further confrontation 
with a developer that has reputation of harassing and threatening people.

1 have provided my objections and concerns regarding this project to the Planning 
Department, the Area Planning Commission, the Council office, the Central Hollywood 
Neighborhood Council, w7hich opposed the project; and the PLUM Committee. I will list 
those objections below. However, the other concerns I have are with the unethical 
behavior ana blatant disregard for the law by the City and the applicant on this matter.

Planning Department tells neighbors we have no rights - During our hearing in 
August, Planning Department staff told the concerned neighbors that came to speak and 
present a petition that we had no voice in the matter and the developer could do what ne 
wanted 'by right’ No one in the department would address our questions about the 
height and size adjustments to this project. Jordann Turner never returned my phone 
message. This dismissive attitude from the Planning Department left my neighbors 
feeling helpless and that our elected officials do not represent the will of the people and 
that they are bought out by developers.

Central Area Planning Commission disenfranchises residents, creates hostile 
atmosphere during hearing - Regarding our first appeal we learned only a few days 
before the area plan meeting that we were to be heard, which was after 4:30 p.m. on the 
first night of Hanukkan. Many of my neighbors apologized for not being available to 
participate that night. Giving constituents only a few days to prepare for a hearing on a 
matter so important to us, demonstrates that the City has no intention of finding resolve 
but to railroad projects through with as little public participation as possible. During that 
meeting and while hearing an agenda item other than the Lexington Project, one of the 
commissioners told those who came to speak that they ‘belonged in a brothel. Again,
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another example of how the City is attempting to quash speech by treating citizens with 
hostility and disdain.

Councilmember Ryu's office has lied continuously at the hearings - David Ryu’s 
planning deputy Julia Duncan has stated on record that she has had multiple meetings 
with me, Save Old Hollywood and other neighbors about this project. I have never met 
with Julia Duncan despite my efforts to do so. If you check her records, you will see that 
she has never called, emailed me, nor taken a meeting with me to negotiate with the 
developer. She has attempted to paint the residents of the Wilcox-Hudson Block as if we 
are uncooperative when this couldn't be further from the truth. She has blocked the 
constituents from reaching any possible resolution and 1 find her behavior appalling, 
unacceptable, and highly suspect, and unethical for someone serving in a public office.

Kevin McDonnell, counsel for Jeff Thomas, 6533 LEX LLC, lies about negotiations, 
settlement offer with Save Old Hollywood - Kevin has stated for the record that my 
counsel refused any type of settlement negotiations. All email communications with 
Kevin McDonnell will indicate that Jamie Hall made multiple attempts to reach a 
settlement with the developer but we were informed that Jeff Thomas dees not want to 
work with us at all indicating he has a deal with the City and does not need to negotiate 
Kevin McDonnell has also lied about the make up and character of our block by stating 
there are 5-story apartment buildings on the 6400 - 6500 block of Lexington when there 
are only old, single-story homes, a cuuple with a two-story apartment dwelling in the 
back. He has lied about the age of the homes on this block and its potential for historic 
status This effort by Julia Duncan and Kevin McDonnell to obfuscate the facts by blatantly 
lying on public record is one example of the collusion between city officials and 
developers.

City ignores the law, pending litigation and its own pending ordinance - Current and 
pending litigation indicates that the City is well aware that this project is legally 
questionable at best despite all of its efforts to convince neighbors otherwise. This is very 
deceptive and predatory behavior on behalf of city officials and developers Jamie Hall 
has presented the PLUM Committee with several pages of reasons why this project is not 
legal within our own city rules. No one in the city has been willing to listen to our 
arguments, but has gas-lighted my colleagues and brushed us off. The city is even 
considering changing the rules regarding these luxury small lot condos due the vast 
number of complains received. Despite the pending court appeal and a new ordinance in 
process, the city is desperate to get this project pushed through as quickly as possible.

The question is always. Who Benefits? Not the residents. Here are our concerns about 
the project itself;

The primary objection to this project is that is that this stretch of Lexington is all single 
story homes, many owner-occupied with small, affordable rental units in the back. The 
homes are all quite old, charming, Spanish and Craftsman style bungalows, many with
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expertly landscaped yards, and our homes are all set back the same distance from the 
street The Lexington project is approved to be over height restrictions and under size 
restrictions in order to pack as many luxury micro condos as possible on these parcels. 
This will forever deface the historic charm of the Wilcox Hudson block. This is part of 
what we desperately want to negotiate.

Our other objections include;
Parking issues - there are only 10 parking spaces on Lexington between Wilcox and 
Seward. Parking is only allowed on one side of the street. This narrow, charming block is 
not capable of the estimated 45 additional new residents The project does not have 
adequate parking.

Trash pick-up - there is no additional room to put trash, yard waste, and
recycle bins on this street. There is no place to put the additional 36 - 54 bins this project
requires

Landscape destruction, animals killed - many trees have already been removed from the 
city’s casement in front of these homes. The properties at 6517 - 6533 Lexington have 
the most established landscaping on the block. The destruction of dozens of trees will be 
devastating. Neighbors adjacent to this project have complained that opossums have 
been trapped and killed on the properties. We fear the developer intends to kill to all of 
the wildlife we have cherished here.

Oversaturation of density - there is a 700+ unit project, with retail, under construction on 
the block directly southwest of the proposed Lexington project. There is regularly a line a 
cement trucks idling on Lexington between Wilcox and June while waiting to enter the 
construction site's Lexington entrance. Likewise, there is a 300+ luxury housing project 
under construction three blocks northeast of Lexington and Wilcox. The construction 
traffic, the construction employee parking, and the construction waste hauling is a 
glimpse of what's to come w'hen these projects are open to the public and 3,500 new 
residents and 10,000 shoppers are accessing our quaint neighborhood. The impact of 
these large projects alone begs that no other project increasing the density of this street 
be approved. The additional strain of the 6517 - 6533 West Lexington Project will be 
insurmountable.

If there is anyone on this Council that isn’t completely corrupt and bought out, 1 thank you 
for1 your time and consideration.

3N

7 Q
c

3


