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George De La Torre is a well-known civic and businessman in Wilmington, CA who passed away in 
2009 after dedicating a lifetime to his community, touching the lives of so many.

Born Feb 21, 1935 into humble beginnings in eastside Wilmington to a Mexican-American father and 
Japanese-American mother, Mr. De La Torre built a business empire on Mexican cuisine known as 
Juanita’s Foods.

George De La Torre was a graduate of Banning High School. He took over the family business in 
1968 when his father passed away. Mr. De La Torre transformed Juanita’s to a menudo canning 
business, and set the standard internationally for this product. Today, Juanita’s is a third-generation 
family-owned business making authentic Mexican products, keeping alive Mexican culinary traditions 
across generations.

Juanita’s employed hundreds of locals over the course of the business’ lifetime. With a reputation for 
being fair and generous, Mr. De La Torre was admired and respected by his colleagues. Even during a 
time of turmoil in the 1990s, Mr. De La Torre kept each of his 120 employees.

Mr. De La Torre believed strongly that the future of any community lies in the hands of its youth. He 
contributed generously to youth programs in Wilmington, including Banning High School, YMCA, Boys 
and Girls Club, Wilmington Optimists Club, and beyond. Juanita’s business continues to donate 
menudo to troops serving abroad.

He also contributed to lasting programs and developments like the Wilmington Community Advisory 
Committee and the Wilmington Industrial Park. His leadership and dedication were catalysis for the 
development of the Banning Landing Center and the creation of the statue of Wilmington pioneer 
Phineas Banning, “the Father of the Los Angeles Harbor.”

It is appropriate that the City of Los Angeles rename Eubank Avenue, where Juanita’s Foods is 
headquartered, to “George De La Torre Avenue” in honor of one of the most influential individuals who 
shaped modern day Wilmington. The renaming will enable all people who live, work, and visit 
Wilmington to recognize the street as landmark to the legacy of George De La Torre.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the City Engineer be directed to begin the process of changing the name 
of Eubank Avenue between Anaheim Street and Alameda Street to "George De La Avenue.
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