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OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK
Dear Chairman Huizar, Ms. Keane, and Ms. Cheng

I am writing you regarding Venice Investors, LLC and their application for Reversion to Acreage 
for the property they own at 1656 Abbot Kinney Boulevard. It's a shame that after 6 six years of 
deliberation, red tape, and feet dragging, that this, what amounts to a nonissue, has not been resolved.

Venice Investors and their tenants at 1656 are vibrant businesses that constitute significant 
assets to the Abbot Kinney business community. The pristine appearance of the property itself only 
adds to the beautification of the Abbot Kinney landscape. It doesn't seem fair that a business that 
seems to do everything right should be held hostage by the process.

Technicalities surfaced by antiquated maps and documents that probably should have been 
updated and revised, can't be a stumbling block here. Why typify the bureaucracy by allowing it to 
impede progress this way? None of us want to see our tax dollars wasted. When you take an already 
complicated process like this and make it unnecessarily more complicated, that's exactly what happens. 
Tax dollars lost and progress brought to a grinding halt. I'm one who is normally in favor of regulation 
and oversight. But when the privilege becomes misused and abused, everyone loses and motives 
become suspect.

I understand that Venice Investors has met or exceeded all expectations and requirements 
needed to move forward and approve their application. As a resident of this community and a 
supporter of the good people at Venice Investors and 1656 Abbot Kinney, I respectfully ask that you give 
a little of your valuable time to resolving this issue. Let these folks get on with their business without 
undue infringement. We want them to continue their considerable contribution to the viability and 
vitality of Abbot Kinney.

Sincerely

Brian M. Afara (J
March 29, 2018



Gl^The Honorable Mike Bonin
Los Angeles City Council District 11 - City Hall
200 North Spring Street, Room 475
Los Angeles, California 90012
Attn.: Ms. Tricia Keane, Deputy Chief of Staff
tricia.keane@lacity. org

The Honorable Jose Huizar
Los Angeles City Council District 14 - City Hall
Chairman, Planning and Land Use Management Committee
200 North Spring Street, Room 465
Los Angeles, California 90012
clerk. plumcommittee@lacity. org

Ms. Zina Cheng, Legislative Assistant 
Office of the City Clerk 
200 North Spring Street, Room 360 
Los Angeles, California 90012

Re: 1656 Abbot Kinney Boulevard

Dear Chairman Huizar, Ms. Keane, and Ms. Cheng:

I am writing to encourage you to support the Reversion to Acreage application of Venice 
Investors, LLC for its property at 1656 Abbot Kinney, Los Angeles, CA.

I know there is a dispute between Venice Investors and the City of Los Angeles about this 
property. I am also aware of the compromises offered by Venice Investors. Venice Investors has 
agreed to dedicate a substantial part of the southern parcel to landscaping. While mandatory 
landscaping may be good for the environment and the public, requiring this concession to obtain use 
of land it purchased without this constraint is a burden and potentially changes the value of the land 
and will bind all future owners of this property. Venice Investors has agreed to allow a Bike Share 
Facility to be located on the southwest corner of Abbot Kinney and Venice Boulevard on its 
property. Venice Investors has also agrees to give up its property where 6 palm trees are located so 
it can be used as a public gathering spot and a place where the public can attach large banners 
announcing Venice community events. Venice Investors has agreed to male these compromises if it 
can get the cloud over its property rights lifted by the City.

It is my understanding that 1656 Abbot Kinney is private property. Venice Investors paid for 
the property in 2008, and subsequently obtained all the proper inspections, insurance, and permits 
for purchase and alterations.
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The approval of the Reversion to Acreage will not allow public land to be ‘gifted’ to Venice 
Investors, but will correct the erroneous city maps claiming private property as public land. Venice 
Investors already purchased the two parcels of 1656 Abbot Kinney that will be merged by the 
Reversion to Acreage. It will not interfere with the bus stop or the sidewalk.

We think it is important for the public to be able to buy land and rely on what is in the 
Official County Public Records, not on unreadable and vague maps. Venice Investors has 
demonstrated to the City how these maps of 1656 Abbot Kinney are inaccurate, unreliable and that 
they do not contain a description that allows a surveyor to plot any exclusive right of the City over 
the southern part of 1656 Abbot Kinney. But this has not stopped the City engineers from wrongly 
claiming that its maps are valid. In sworn depositions, City engineers even told Venice Investors 
they were not able to plot the descriptions in the documents they found so instead, they relied only 

the maps to declare the City controls the southern part of 1656 Abbot Kinney. This attitude and 
lack of proper protocol is a worry not only to Venice Investors, but to all land owners in the area.

We urge you to resolve this map error with Venice Investors and to vote in favor of the 
Reversion to Acreage. We see the benefit to the community that will follow from having 1656 
Abbot Kinney made even better by the current owner.

on

Sincerely,

Chad Oman '

130 S. Cliffwood Ave. 
Los Angeles, CA 90049
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March 27, 2018 OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK

The Honorable Mike Bonin
Los Angeles City Council District 11 - City Hall
200 North Spring Street, Room 475
Los Angeles, California 90012
Attn.: Ms. Tricia Keane, Deputy Chief of Staff
tricia.keane@lacitv.org

The Honorable Jose Huizar
Los Angeies City Council District 14 - City Hall
Chairman, Planning and Land Use Management Committee
200 North Spring Street, Room 465
Los Angeles, California 90012
c lerk.plumcommittee @,lacitv.org

Ms. Zina Cheng, Legislative Assistant 
Office of the City Clerk 
200 North Spring Street, Room 360 
Los Angeles, California 90012

Re: Venice Investors 1656 Abbot Kinnev Boulevard

Dear Chairman Huizar, Ms. Keane, and Ms. Cheng,

We are writing to you in support of Venice Investors, LLC and its efforts to 
fix maps the City relies upon to show public property. Property owned by 
Venice Investors, LLC at 1656 Abbot Kinney Boulevard, Los Angeles, 
apparently is shown on the maps as part of Venice Boulevard, but anyone 
who visits the property can see plainly, this is not part of Venice 
Boulevard. Based on the erroneous maps, the City has refused to permit 
any use by Venice Investors of its property at the corner of Abbot Kinney 
and Venice Boulevards. One might think that the City would fix a 
mapping mistake when it was identified. We thought so, too. But we 
understand that the City has put Venice Investors through six years of 
trying to get this resolved without success.

Venice Investors did nothing wrong, yet for 6 years it has tried in vain to 
the City to fix what should be a correctable error. Venice Investors 

should be able to use the property it purchased and we support its 
application for the Reversion to Acreage for this reason. We worry about 
the precedent of the City denying rights to someone who buys real
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property, has its purchase insured by title insurance, then without any 
notice to the purchaser from documents in the Official Records, claiming 
the City has exclusive rights over the land.

The City maps show Venice Boulevard to be on the south part of 1656 
Abbot Kinney, but a purchaser of real property has no reason to research 
the City maps, not when title insurance is issued and a surveyor creates a 
boundary map that shows boundaries exactly where Venice Investors 
contends. Anyone who walks along Venice Blvd. and Abbot Kinney can 
plainly see that 1656 Abbot Kinney is not part of the public street. In 
fact, a sidewalk, bus stop and section of corner palm trees are located 
between the private land and the public street.

We also know that Strange Invisible Perfumes has its offices at 1656 
Abbot Kinney and its retail store just north on Abbot Kinney. Strange 
Invisible Perfumes is part of the business community in Venice and we 
want to show our support, not just because it is deserving as a local 
business, but because it plans to beautify and landscape the exterior of 
1656 Abbot Kinney, if only it is permitted by the City to do so.

We are asking the City to support the application of Venice Investors, LLC 
for 1656 Abbot Kinney to confirm this property as private property, 
because we think it is the legal and right thing to do.

Sipcerely,

Colleen Camp


