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P.O. Box 202, Venice, CA 90294     
www.venicechamber.net 
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August 7, 2018 
 
Planning and Land Use Management Committee 
Los Angeles City Council - Room 340, City Hall 
200 North Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
Re: Strange Invisible Perfumes – 1656 So. Abbot Kinney Blvd. 
Application Number: DIR-2015-2823-CDP; TT-72841-REV. 
 
Dear Committee Members: 
 
The Venice Chamber of Commerce is respectfully requesting your support in preserving parking spaces 
on Abbot Kinney Boulevard where long-time business Strange Invisible Perfumes (SIP) is headquartered.  
The City of Los Angeles may compel the loss of nearly all of the nine spaces that have been on the 
property for decades if they cannot demonstrate support for maintaining them. 
 
SIP has been working with the City to help keep the existing parking.  For the past several years the City 
has asserted that the parking lot at 1656 Abbot Kinney Boulevard encroaches on public property.  The 
maps created by the City incorrectly show the southern part of the lot as part of the public street which is 
inconsistent with the title documents for the property owned by Venice Investors.  The City’s Bureau of 
Engineering (BOE) agreed that Venice Investors owns the underlying parcel and that the easement is not 
needed anymore.  Based on the BOE report, the City Planning Department said the property owner’s 
request should be approved.   
 
To resolve the issue, the City asked that SIP go through a lengthy process including public hearings to 
finally reverse the error and maintain the same number of parking spaces that have always been there, 
as well as provide a portion of the property for public use.  The property owner has agreed to dedicate 
the area around the six Palm trees on the corner of Abbot Kinney and Venice Boulevards for 
neighborhood use so that community signage there will always be permitted.  The property 
owners will also enhance landscaping on the corner and donate additional space on Venice 
Boulevard for a Bike Share Facility. 
 
This resolution satisfied the City and addressed the need to maintain onsite parking for SIP employees, 
customers, and vendors.  The resolution was all set for final approval until an appeal was filed.  Now, due 
to this challenge, SIP must provide evidence of community support for an agreement to be reached with 
the City.  
 
The Venice Chamber of Commerce supports the resolution and requests that the City move forward with 
final approval. It is crucial to preserve the nine parking spaces to help serve Abbot Kinney businesses as 
parking options are already severely limited. The Venice Chamber also supports the resolution because it 
formalizes in the agreement that the area around the palm trees will be permitted for signage by 
neighborhood groups.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
Donna Lasman 
CEO 
 





KISMET	SALEM	
812	½	Lincoln	Boulevard	

Venice,	CA		90291	
	
	
	
October	22,	2018	
	
RE:			 TT-72841-REV-1A;	ENV-2015-2716-MND	
	
To	Juliet	Oh	and	Sharon	Dickinson:	
	
I	have	lived	in	Venice	since	1996,	and	own	a	business	on	Lincoln	Boulevard,	a	few	miles	from	
the	Strange	Invisible	Perfumes	lot,	and	I	hope	the	proposed	plan	will	be	approved	right	
away.		I	have	seen	a	lot	of	change	in	Venice	over	the	years	that	I	believe	has	been	positive	
and	created	a	better	living	and	working	environment	for	our	community.	
	
The	1656	Abbot	Kinney	property	has	had	and	wants	to	continue	to	have	the	ability	to	park	
nine	vehicles	on	its	lot.		As	part	of	the	owner’s	ongoing	dealings	with	the	City,	they	will	give	
an	area	around	the	Palm	Trees	at	the	Abbot	Kinney/Venice	Boulevard	corner	to	the	
neighborhood	for	use	in	perpetuity.		In	addition,	they	will	provide	new	landscaping	on	this	
corner	and	donate	more	space	for	bike	sharing	facilities.		These	are	good	changes	for	Venice.		
I	feel	it	is	important	to	support	this	business’	efforts	to	preserve	its	existing	parking	and	
plans	to	invest	in	and	improve	this	public	gathering	area.	
	
I	hope	the	City	will	recognize	the	benefits	of	this	project	and	make	sure	it	can	go	ahead.	
	
Thank	you,	
	
	
	
Kismet	Salem	
	

	
	
	
CC:	 LA	City	Councilmember	Mike	Bonin	
	 Ms.	Tricia	Keane,	Councilmember	Bonin’s	Deputy	Chief	of	Staff	
	 Ms.	Krista	Kline,	Councilmember	Bonin’s	Planning	Director	
	











NAME - Faye Livesey 
ADDRESS  - 2302 Pacific Ave, Apt 9, Venice, CA, 90291 

Subject:   TT-72841-REV-1A  
CEQA: ENV-2015-2716-MND 

Dear Joey Vasquez and Iris Wan: 

As a resident of the Venice community and a member of the Venice Chamber of 
Commerce, I strongly support Strange Invisible Perfumes’ plan to preserve the existing 
parking spaces located at 1656 South Abbot Kinney Boulevard. 

These parking spaces do not encroach on public land, and furthermore, the City 
determined that an easement is not needed for this parcel.  The city maps mistakenly 
show a portion of the lot as being part of the public street and that should be corrected.  
Venice is a special place, and I appreciate the property owner’s agreement to landscape 
and dedicate an area at the Abbot Kinney and Venice Boulevard corner for public use, 
preserving our community’s continued use of this open space. 

I urge you to support this action. 

Sincerely, 

Faye Ellen Livesey 

CC: Hon. Mike Bonin, City Councilmember, Eleventh District 
 Ms. Tricia Keane, Deputy Chief of Staff, Office of Councilmember Bonin 
 Ms. Krista Kline, Planning Director, Office of Councilmember Bonin 







 

 

 
 
 
October 19, 2018 
 
To: Juliet Oh and Sharon Dickinson 
 City of Los Angeles  
 
Re:  TT-72841-REV-1A; ENV-2015-2716-MND 
 
I’m writing to you as a longtime member of the Venice community to support the  
1656 Abbot Kinney parking resolution. 
 
Parking is critically important to a healthy business environment.  Lack of parking space 
in commercial districts generally creates competition, so it doesn’t make sense to take 
away those spaces that have been used by this lot for decades.  Their visitors will have 
no place to park onsite and will be forced to find parking spots on the streets of the 
neighborhood.   
 
I understand the property owner is asking the city to allow Strange Invisible Perfumes 
continued use of the parking that now serves the business, and the city will receive a 
portion of the property owner’s land at this corner for public use.  The expanded public 
space gives people opportunities to come together, connect and engage with the 
community. 
 
Please support this resolution. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
David Maldonado 
EVP Coldwell Banker and former Venice resident for 10 years 
 
CC: LA City Councilmember Mike Bonin 
 Ms. Tricia Keane, Councilmember Bonin’s Deputy Chief of Staff 
 Ms. Krista Kline, Councilmember Bonin’s Planning Director 
 


