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August 7, 2018

Planning and Land Use Management Committee 
Los Angeles City Council - Room 340, City Hall 
200 North Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Re: Strange Invisible Perfumes - 1656 So. Abbot Kinney Blvd. 
Application Number: DIR-2015-2823-CDP; TT-72841-REV.

Dear Committee Members:

The Venice Chamber of Commerce is respectfully requesting your support in preserving parking spaces 
on Abbot Kinney Boulevard where long-time business Strange Invisible Perfumes (SIP) is headquartered. 
The City of Los Angeles may compel the loss of nearly all of the nine spaces that have been on the 
property for decades if they cannot demonstrate support for maintaining them.

SIP has been working with the City to help keep the existing parking. For the past several years the City 
has asserted that the parking lot at 1656 Abbot Kinney Boulevard encroaches on public property. The 
maps created by the City incorrectly show the southern part of the lot as part of the public street which is 
inconsistent with the title documents for the property owned by Venice Investors. The City’s Bureau of 
Engineering (BOE) agreed that Venice Investors owns the underlying parcel and that the easement is not 
needed anymore. Based on the BOE report, the City Planning Department said the property owner’s 
request should be approved.

To resolve the issue, the City asked that SIP go through a lengthy process including public hearings to 
finally reverse the error and maintain the same number of parking spaces that have always been there, 
as well as provide a portion of the property for public use. The property owner has agreed to dedicate 
the area around the six Palm trees on the corner of Abbot Kinney and Venice Boulevards for 
neighborhood use so that community signage there will always be permitted. The property 
owners will also enhance landscaping on the corner and donate additional space on Venice 
Boulevard for a Bike Share Facility.

This resolution satisfied the City and addressed the need to maintain onsite parking for SIP employees, 
customers, and vendors. The resolution was all set for final approval until an appeal was filed. Now, due 
to this challenge, SIP must provide evidence of community support for an agreement to be reached with 
the City.

The Venice Chamber of Commerce supports the resolution and requests that the City move forward with 
final approval. It is crucial to preserve the nine parking spaces to help serve Abbot Kinney businesses as 
parking options are already severely limited. The Venice Chamber also supports the resolution because it 
formalizes in the agreement that the area around the palm trees will be permitted for signage by 
neighborhood groups.

Sincerely,
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Donna Lasman 
CEO
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