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The Honorable Mike Bonin
Los Angeles City Council District 11 - City Hall
200 North Spring Street, Room 475
Los Angeles, California 90012
Attn.: Ms. Tricia Keane, Deputy Chief of Staff
tricia.keane@lacity.org

The Honorable Jose Huizar
Los Angeles City Council District 14 - City Hall
Chairman, Planning and Land Use Management Committee
200 North Spring Street, Room 465
Los Angeles, California 90012
clerk.plumcommittee@lacity.org
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4Ms. Zina Cheng, Legislative Assistant 
Office of the City Clerk 
200 North Spring Street, Room 360 
Los Angeles, California 90012
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Re: Venice Investors 1656 Abbot Kinney Boulevard

Dear Chairman Huizar, Ms. Keane, and Ms. Cheng,

We are writing to you in support of Venice Investors, LLC and its efforts to fix maps the 
City relies upon to show public property. Property owned by Venice Investors, LLC at 1656 Abbot 
Kinney Boulevard, Los Angeles, apparently is shown on the maps as part of Venice Boulevard, but 
anyone who visits the property can see plainly, this is not part of Venice Boulevard. Based on the 
erroneous maps, the City has refused to permit any use by Venice Investors of its property at the 
comer of Abbot Kinney and Venice Boulevards. One might think that the City would fix a 
mapping mistake when it was identified. We thought so, too. But we understand that the City has 
put Venice Investors through six years of trying to get this resolved without success.

Venice Investors did nothing wrong, yet for 6 years it has tried in vain to get the City to fix 
what should be a correctable error. Venice Investors should be able to use the property it purchased
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and we support its application for the Reversion to Acreage for this reason. We worry about the 
precedent of the City denying rights to someone who buys real property, has its purchase insured by 
title insurance, then without any notice to the purchaser from documents in the Official Records, 
claiming the City has exclusive rights over the land.

The City maps show Venice Boulevard to be on the south part of 1656 Abbot Kinney, but a 
purchaser of real property has no reason to research the City maps, not when title insurance is 
issued and a surveyor creates a boundary map that shows boundaries exactly where Venice 
Investors contends. Anyone who walks along Venice Blvd. and Abbot Kinney can plainly see that 
1656 Abbot Kinney is not part of the public street. In fact, a sidewalk, bus stop and section of 
comer palm trees are located between the private land and the public street.

We also know that Strange Invisible Perfumes has its offices at 1656 Abbot Kinney and its 
retail store just north on Abbot Kinney. Strange Invisible Perfumes is part of the business 
community in Venice and we want to show our support, not just because it is deserving as a local 
business, but because it plans to beautify and landscape the exterior of 1656 Abbot Kinney, if only 
it is permitted by the City to do so.

We are asking the City to support the application of Venice Investors, LLC for 1656 Abbot 
Kinney to confirm this property as private property, because we think it is the legal and right thing 
to do.

Sincerely,
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Jan; M Bovmgdon Semel
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The Honorable Jose Huizar
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Ms. Zina Cheng, Legislative Assistant 
Office of the City Clerk 
200 North Spring Street, Room 360 
Los Angeles, California 90012

Re: 1656 Abbot Kinney Boulevard

Dear Chairman Huizar, Ms. Keane, and Ms. Cheng:

We are writing to encourage you to support the Reversion to Acreage application of Venice 
Investors, LLC for its property at 1656 Abbot Kinney, Los Angeles, CA.

We know there is a dispute between Venice Investors and the City of Los Angeles about this
property.

We understand that you have many views to consider. But we want you to know: we vote 
and want our elected officials and government to make sensible decisions, not ones made because a 
couple of neighborhood gadflies raise their voices. We appreciate smart leadership and good 
decisions.

1656 Abbot Kinney is private property. Venice Investors paid many millions of dollars for 
the property. Therefore, when an appellant alleges that if the Reversion to Acreage is approved,
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public land will be gifted to Venice Investors, this makes no sense because Venice Investors already 
purchased the two parcels of 1656 Abbot Kinney that will be merged by the Reversion to Acreage.

We think it is important for the public to be able to buy land and rely on what is in the 
Official County Public Records, not on unrecorded maps that a City engineer locates in a desk of an 
old government office building or illegible or unlocatable documents that cannot be read or plotted 
because they lack adequate detail.

How many thousands of taxpayer dollars have been wasted fighting over whether a trash 
enclosure on this property should be where it is? It is on the property purchased by Venice 
Investors where it bothers no one. It does not interfere with the bus stop or the sidewalk.

How will the City benefit from having the comer of Venice and Abbot Kinney revert to its 
condition before 1656 Abbot Kinney was owned by Venice Investors, when garbage and waste 
were strewn everywhere? A couple of the properties near this one are rundown and their front yards 
are unattractive. We hope that is not what the City prefers to the clean, maintained condition of 
1656 Abbot Kinney.

We urge you to resolve this map error with Venice Investors and to vote in favor of the 
Reversion to Acreage. We see the benefit to the community that will follow from having 1656 
Abbot Kinney made even better by the current owner, rather than having it regress to the prior 
decrepit condition. We cannot figure out why anyone would prefer that outcome: It makes 
sense, not legal or practical.

no

Sincerely,

Melissa Oman


