
ORDINANCE NO.

An ordinance establishing the City Market Signage Supplemental Use District 
pursuant to the provisions of Section 13.11 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code.

WHEREAS, the City Market Project (the City Market) will be located within the 
South Markets District of the Central City Community Plan in Downtown Los Angeles on 
a block designated as Downtown Center by the General Plan Framework, which calls 
for the continuation and expansion of government, business, cultural, entertainment, 
visitor-serving, housing, industries, transportation, and supporting uses;

WHEREAS, the City Market will develop a vibrant mixed-use development 
highlighting educational, commercial, creative office spaces, residential, hotel, and 
retail/entertainment land uses to enhance the activity level and bring a lively destination 
option for the City of Los Angeles; harmoniously interact with the South Markets 
District’s current economic mix; and promote the objectives of the Central City 
Community Plan, the General Plan Framework, and the City Center Redevelopment 
Project Area;

WHEREAS, the structures within the City Market have been designed in such a 
way to architecturally integrate signage into their design, prevent blight, minimize traffic 
hazards, limit visual clutter, and enhance visual character in the vicinity of the City 
Market Signage Supplemental Use District (City Market Sign District or Sign District);
and

WHEREAS, unique and vibrant signage that promotes economic activity and 
tourism, supports the existing South Markets District, and informs and attracts visitors is 
a necessary component for the success of the City Market, would be scaled 
appropriately for a Downtown Center, and would meet the aforementioned goals and 
objectives.

NOW, THEREFORE,

THE PEOPLE OF THE CITY LOS ANGELES 
DO ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION. 1. ESTABLISHMENT OF THE CITY MARKET SIGN DISTRICT.

The City Council hereby establishes the City Market Sign District, which shall be 
that area of the City shown within the heavy dashed line on Figure A - Sign Zone Map, 
comprising the approximately 10-acre site generally bounded by 9th Street to the north, 
San Pedro Street to the east, San Julian Street to the west (with some portions on the 
western side of San Julian Street), and 12th Street to the south. This area is referred to 
as the “City Market Sign District” or “Sign District.”
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SEC 2. PURPOSE.

This ordinance is enacted to establish guidelines and standards to:

Regulate permissible signage within the City Market’s boundaries.

Reinforce the pedestrian-oriented character of the streets within and 
immediately surrounding the City Market Sign District by allowing and encouraging 
pedestrian-oriented signs throughout the district;

Promote appropriate signage which contributes to a lively and colorful 
pedestrian atmosphere at the City Market, in part by allowing and encouraging signage 
that will contribute to place-making at the City Market, while recognizing and promoting 
signage appropriate to the residential, educational, retail, cultural, theater, and 
commercial uses within the City Market Sign District;

Enable the regulation of all signs in order to:

Ensure the quality of the Central City’s appearance by avoiding 
clutter and subjecting certain sign types to the Project Permit Compliance Review 
process;

A.

B.

C.

D.

1.

Ensure that new signs are (a) responsive to and integrated with the 
aesthetic character of the structures on which they are located, and (b) 
positioned in a manner that is compatible both architecturally and relative to the 
other signage in the City Market Sign District;

Encourage creative, well-designed signs that contribute positively 
to the City’s visual environment, and help maintain an image of quality for the 
Central City;

2.

3.

Coordinate the location and display of signs so as to enhance the 
pedestrian realm, minimize potential traffic hazards, protect public safety and 
maintain compatibility with surrounding uses; and

4.

Protect residential districts adjoining non-residential districts and 
residences within mixed-used projects from potential adverse impacts of signs, 
including visual impacts of excessive numbers of signs, excessive sign size, sign 
illumination, and excessive, distracting or unattractive sign motion and animation.

5.

SEC. 3. APPLICATION OF SUPPLEMENTAL USE DISTRICT REGULATIONS.

The regulations of this ordinance are in addition to those set forth in the 
planning and zoning provisions of the Los Angeles Municipal Code (Code). Except as 
specifically provided for in this ordinance, these regulations do not convey any rights not 
otherwise granted under the provisions and procedures contained in the Code or other 
relevant ordinances.

A.
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Wherever this ordinance contains provisions which establish regulations 
that are different from, more restrictive than, or more permissive than would be allowed 
pursuant to the provisions contained in the Code, this ordinance shall prevail and 
supersede the applicable provisions of the Code and those relevant ordinances and any 
amendments thereto.

B.

SEC. 4. SUPPLEMENTAL USE DISTRICT COMPLIANCE REQUIREMENTS.

Prohibition. The Department of Building and Safety (LADBS) shall not 
issue a permit for a sign unless the sign complies with the requirements of this 
ordinance and the zoning regulations in the Code, as determined by the Director of 
Planning. LADBS shall ensure compliance with all other Code requirements. Unless 
otherwise specified in this ordinance to the contrary, all signs shall comply with the 
provisions of Article 4.4 of the Code.

Review Procedure. The Applicant shall submit three copies of proposed 
signage drawn to scale, indicating the area of the sign face, location, type, height, 
placement, lettering styles, materials, colors, and lighting methods for the proposed 
sign(s). The application shall also identify the Sub-District location, the proposed 
location of the sign, and indicate conformance with the requirements set forth in 
Subsection C of this Section. The Director or his/her designee shall refer to the 
Conceptual Sign Plan, dated October 27, 2017, and located in the City file to provide 
guidance in approving signage within the City Market Sign District.

Prior to the issuance of any permit, the Director or his/her designee shall 
stamp, sign, and date an approved sign plan to be given to LADBS to ensure 
consistency in the permitting process.

A.

B.

C.

Planning Department Sign Off Required. A permit may be 
issued by LADBS for the following type of signs only with a Planning Department 
sign off on the permit application:

1.

(a) Architectural Ledge Sign;

(b) Awning Sign;

(c) Pedestrian Sign;

Monument sign;(d)

(e) Wall Sign;

(f) Window Sign;

(g) Temporary Sign;
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(h) Temporary Sign on Temporary Construction Wall; and

Information Sign.

Sign Application Required. No permit shall be issued by LADBS 
for the following types of signs unless the Director has issued a Project Permit 
Compliance approval pursuant to the procedures set forth in Section 11.5.7 of 
the Code:

(i)

2.

(a) Digital Display;

(b) Projecting Sign;

(c) High-Rise Sign;

Roof Sign; and(d)

Any other signs not specified in Section 4.C.1 which are 
permitted by the Code and are not prohibited by this ordinance.

Findings Required for Project Permit Compliance. Signs shall be 
reviewed for consistency with all applicable sections of this ordinance. Prior to approval 
of a Project Permit Compliance, the Director shall make the following findings:

(e)

D.

All proposed signage is appropriately scaled to the architectural 
character of all buildings, existing signs, and structures on the lot;

1.

All existing and proposed signage result in a complementary 
enhancement to the architecture and open spaces on the lot, and results in a 
visually uncluttered appearance;

2.

The proposed signage complies with all of the applicable sign 
regulations of this ordinance, and any previously or concurrently granted 
exception, amendment or interpretation application thereto;

3.

The proposed signage incorporates mitigation measures 
monitoring measures when necessary, or alternatives identified in the 
environmental review which would mitigate any potentially significant 
environmental effect of the signage; and

4.

5. The proposed signage is generally consistent with the Conceptual
Sign Plan.

SEC. 5. DEFINITIONS.

The following terms, whenever used in this ordinance, are defined below or 
cross-referenced to definitions used in the Code. To the extent that other terms used in 
this ordinance are not listed below but are defined in the Code, those definitions shall
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apply. The definitions set forth in this section are intended to encompass future 
technologies and materials which may be utilized in the construction or implementation 
of the signs permitted.

Animation. Movement, including, but not limited to, flashing, changing, 
moving, streaming, scrolling, blinking of any part of a sign, including, but not 
limited to, images, parts, or illumination at a rate of more than once every 24 
hours.

Architectural Ledge Sign. A sign with individual channel letters, 
numbers, symbols or icons, which stand atop a horizontal projection forming a 
narrow shelf on a wall or architectural projection.

Awning Sign. Any sign located on the valance of a shelter supported 
entirely from the exterior wall of a building which extends over a building feature 
(door, window, or landscape/site feature such as a patio, deck, or courtyard) and 
is constructed of fabric, or other approved material, supported by a framework of 
metal or other noncombustible materials.

Billboard Sign. Any sign on one or more poles or columns which is:

four feet or greater in height as measured from the natural or 
finished grade, whichever is higher, to the bottom of the sign; and

supporting a sign panel that is attached to the pole(s), 
post(s), or column(s) and that may be cantilevered over a building or 
structure on the lot; and

1.

2.

structurally separate from an existing building or other 
improvement on a lot; and/or

supported by an independent footing inside an existing 
building or other improvement on a lot extending through the roof of the 
supporting structure.

Cabinet Sign. Also known as a can or plastic-faced box sign. A sign with 
text, logos and/or symbols placed on the 
attached to the face of a building. The face may be translucent or opaque and 
may be illuminated or non-illuminated.

Captive Balloon Sign. Any object inflated with hot air or lighter-than-air 
gas that is tethered to the ground or a structure.

Channel Letters. Three-dimensional, individually cut letters, numbers or 
symbols, which can be illuminated or non-illuminated.

Combined Sign Area. The sum of the area of the sign faces for the signs 
on building facades in a particular Sign Zone or of a particular sign type

3.

4.

ic face of an enclosed cabinet
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Digital Display. A sign face, building face, and/or any building or 
structural component that displays still images, scrolling images, moving images, 
or flashing images, including video and animation, through the use of grid lights, 
cathode ray projections, light emitting diode displays, plasma screens, liquid 
crystal displays, fiber optics, or other electronic media or technology that is either 
independent of or attached to, integrated into, or projected onto a building or 
structural component, and that may be changed remotely through electronic 
means.

Full Motion Display. Any Digital Display with animation that is not a 
Partial Motion Display.

High Rise Sign. A Wall Sign which is located partially or entirely more 
than 100 feet above grade. Any High Rise Sign:

shall be an On-Site Sign identifying a tenant of the building 
on which such High Rise Sign is affixed;

shall comprise no more than 80% of the width of that portion 
of the building where such sign is attached;

1.

2.

may include Digital Displays (including, but not limited to LED 
lighting for icon and graphics illumination) but shall not include Animation;

3.

and

may constitute up to 5% of the area of the building facade 
where such sign is attached.

Illuminated Architectural Canopy Sign. An enclosed illuminated 
structure that is attached to the wall of a building with the face of the sign 
approximately parallel to the wall and with the message integrated into its 
surface.

4.

Neon Sign. Letters, numbers, or figures formed from illuminated, gas- 
filled, vacuum-sealed glass tubes.

Off-Site Sign. A sign that displays any message directing attention to a 
business, product, service, profession, commodity, activity, event, person, 
institution or any other commercial message, which is generally conducted, sold, 
manufactured, produced, offered or occurs elsewhere than within the City Market 
Sign District.

On-Site Sign. A sign that is other than an Off-Site Sign.

Partial Motion Display. A Digital Display incorporating displays which 
visibly change at a constant rate which is no more frequent than one (1) time 
every eight (8) seconds.
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Pedestrian Sign. A type of pedestrian-oriented Projecting Sign which is 
attached to a wall or to the underside of an awning, architectural canopy or 
marquee, with one or two sign faces perpendicular to the face of the building.

Permissible Sign Area. The maximum allowed Combined Sign Area of a 
particular type of sign or in a particular sign area.

Pole Sign. Any sign structure, except a Billboard Sign, which is erected 
or affixed to one or more poles or posts and the pole or post of which exceed(s) a 
height of 8 feet as measured from the existing or artificially created grade to the 
bottom of the sign.

Sign Zone. A physical zone defined by height created for the purposes of 
applying certain regulations to the signage located within such Sign Zone. The 
Sign Zones created in this ordinance are Vertical Sign Zone 1, Vertical Sign Zone 
2, and Vertical Sign Zone 3, as further described in Section 8 of this ordinance 
and on Figure B.

Sub-District. A geographic area created for the purposes of applying 
certain regulations to the signage located within such area. The Sub-Districts 
created in this ordinance are Sub-District A and Sub-District B, as further 
described in Section 7 of this ordinance and on Figure C.

SEC. 6. GENERAL REQUIREMENTS.

General Requirements of the Code. Unless otherwise specified in this 
ordinance to the contrary, the general sign requirements set forth in the Code shall 
apply to this Supplemental Use District for permits, plans, design, construction, 
materials, street address numbers, identification, maintenance, prohibited locations, and 
sign illumination.

A.

Permitted Signs. Except as otherwise provided in Subsection C, below 
all signs defined in Section 5, above, and signs which are otherwise permitted by the 
Code shall be permitted, as set forth in this ordinance.

Prohibited Signs.

Aerial View Signs;

B.

C.

1.

Billboard Signs;2.

Cabinet Signs or conventional plastic faced box, canister, or can3.
signs;

Can Signs;4.

Captive Balloon Signs;5.
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6. Illuminated Architectural Canopy Signs;

Internally Illuminated Awning Signs;7.

Inflatable Devices;8.

9. Pole Signs;

10 Project Image Sign;

11. Sandwich Board Signs;

Scrolling Digital Display;12.

Signs covering exterior doors and windows (whether operable or 
rescue windows or other openings that serve habitable floor area,

13.
inoperable)
except for Digital Display Signs, as regulated by this ordinance;

Signs for which a permit is required on Vacant Property; 

Supergraphic Signs; and

Signs not specifically authorized by this ordinance or the Code.

Hazard Review. Signs that adhere to the regulations outlined in this 
ordinance shall be exempted from the Hazard Determination review procedures in Code 
Section 14.4.5. All signs containing Digital Displays shall be subject to review under the 
process established by Section 4 of this ordinance. As part of this process, the Director 
of Planning shall consult with the General Manager of the Department of Transportation 
on the design and operational elements of any Digital Display. All signs shall continue 
to be subject to any applicable Caltrans review.

New Technologies. The Director may permit the use of any technology 
or material which did not exist as of the effective date of this ordinance, utilizing the 
Director’s Interpretation procedure outlined in Code Section 11.5.7.H, if the Director 
finds that such technology or material is consistent with the regulations described 
herein.

14.

15.

16.

D.

E.

Sign Area CalculationF.

The Combined Sign Area of all signs located in Vertical Sign Zone
1, directly facing any single street from any single building facade, shall not 
exceed 15% of the building wall area in Vertical Sign Zone 1.

The Combined Sign Area of all signs located in Vertical Sign Zone
2, directly facing any single street from any single building facade, shall not 
exceed 30% of the building wall area in Vertical Sign Zone 2.

1.

2.
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The Combined Sign Area of all signs located in Vertical Sign Zone 
3, directly facing any single street from any single building facade, shall not 
exceed 15% of the building wall area in Vertical Sign Zone 3.

3.

G. Illumination.

All signs within the City Market Sign District may be illuminated. 
Signs may be illuminated by either internal or external means. Methods of 
signage illumination may include, but not be limited to: electric lamps, such as 
neon tubes; fiber optic; incandescent lamps; LED; LCD; cathode ray tubes 
exposed directly to view; shielded spot lights and wall wash fixtures. All 
illuminated signs shall be designed, located, and/or screened to minimize light 
travel onto the exterior walls of residential units and windows of commercial 
buildings, including those on the same site as the sign.

1.

All illuminated signs shall have a nighttime brightness no greater 
than 300 candelas per square meter and a daytime brightness no greater than 
5,000 candelas.

2.

The brightness of any sign that includes neon, neon-like, or LED 
elements shall be fully dimmable and controlled by a timer which shall be 
maintained in good working order.

3.

No sign shall use highly reflective materials such as mirrored glass.4.

All signs shall have a maximum total lumen output of no more than5.
20 lumens per square foot.

All light emitting diodes used within any sign shall have a maximum 
horizontal beam spread of 165 degrees and a maximum vertical beam spread of 
65 degrees. All light emitting diodes shall be oriented downwards towards the 
street, rather than towards the sky.

6.

Any Digital Display shall make a smooth transition at a consistent 
rate between the permitted daytime to nighttime brightness levels beginning 45 
minutes prior to sunset and concluding 45 minutes after sunset.

7.

Prior to the operation of any Digital Display requiring Project Permit 
Compliance, and again 12 months after the sign has become operational, the 
applicant shall conduct testing to indicate compliance with the regulations of this 
ordinance, and provide a copy of the results along with a certification from an 
LADBS approved testing agency to the Director and to LADBS stating that the 
testing results demonstrate compliance with the requirements of this ordinance. 
The testing shall be at the applicant's expense and shall be conducted as follows:

8.

In order to determine whether the illumination complies with 
Article 4.4 of the Code and the requirements of this ordinance, a 
representative testing site shall be established on or next to those light

(a)
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sensitive receptors, as defined by the City's CEQA Guidelines, which have 
the greatest exposure to signage lighting on each of the four facades of 
the Project. A light meter mounted to a tripod at eye level, facing the 
Project buildings, shall be calibrated and measurements taken to 
determine ambient light levels with the sign on. An opaque object shall be 
used to block out the view of the sign and the building from the light meter 
at a distance of at least 4 feet away from the tripod. A reading shall then 
be taken to determine the ambient light levels with the sign blocked from 
view from the light meter. The difference between the two measurements 
shall be the amount of light the sign casts onto the sensitive receptor. 
Alternatively, the applicant may measure light levels by using the same 
tripod and same light meter, but by turning the signage on and off.

The illumination and intensity levels of all Digital Displays 
shall also be metered from a minimum of four perspectives (i.e., a 
perspective metering each facade) using the Candela as unit of 
measurement, and shall indicate conformance with the standards of this 
Ordinance.

(b)

In addition, if, because of a complaint or otherwise, LADBS 
has cause to believe the Project's signage lighting is not in compliance 
with the Code or this ordinance, LADBS may request, at the expense of 
the applicant or its successor, that the testing protocol outlined in this 
section be implemented to determine compliance. If the testing reveals 
that the signage is not in compliance with the Code, this ordinance, or 
mitigation measures set forth in the environmental clearance that the City 
certified for this ordinance, the applicant or its successor shall adjust the 
signage to bring it into compliance immediately or pay penalties per Code 
Section 11.2.04(a)3.

Signs Within More Than One Sub-District or Vertical Sign Zone. In
those instances where a single sign is proposed to cross more than one Sub-District or 
more than one Vertical Sign Zone, the sign shall be permitted and the sign area shall be 
calculated based upon each applicable district and level within which the sign is located. 
In no event shall the sign area of an individual sign exceed that permitted in the most 
permissive Sub-District or Vertical Sign Zone area in which the sign is located. Where 
portions of a sign are subject to differing Animation, hours of operation or other 
regulations, each portion of the sign shall be subject to the applicable regulations for 
that portion of the sign.

(c)

H.

Other Regulations. All signs in the City Market Sign District shall meet
all of the following criteria:

Only a Roof Sign may encroach into the airspace above a building1.

or structure.
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The building and ground area around signs shall be properly 
maintained at all times. All unused mounting structures, hardware and wall 
perforations from any previous sign shall be removed and building surfaces shall 
be restored to their original condition.

All signage copy shall be properly maintained and free from 
damaged sign material and other unsightly conditions, including graffiti.

Any sign structure shall be at all times kept in good repair and 
maintained in a safe and sound condition and in conformance with all applicable 
codes.

2.

3.

4.

Razor wire, barbed wire, concertina wire or other barriers 
preventing unauthorized access to any sign, if any, shall be hidden from public 
view.

5.

The signage copy must be repaired or replaced immediately upon 
tearing, ripping, or peeling or when marred or damaged by graffiti.

No access platform, ladder, or other service appurtenance, visible 
from the sidewalk, street or public right-of-way, shall be installed or attached to 
any sign structure.

6.

7.

Existing signs that are no longer serving the current tenants, 
including support structures, shall be removed and the building facades originally 
covered by the signs shall be repaired/resurfaced with materials and colors that 
are compatible with the facades.

Permitted Off-Site Signage. Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 
14.4.4 of the Code to the contrary, off-site content is limited within the Supplemental 
Use District in accordance with this ordinance. All other permitted signs shall promote 
on-site tenants and products and services. Only Digital Display Signs may be Off-Site 
Signs.

8.

J.

SEC. 7. SIGN SUB-DISTRICTS.

Sign Sub-Districts. For sign regulation purposes, the City Market Sign District 
includes the following Sub-Districts, all as shown on Figure C:

Sub-District A: Sub-District A signage will face toward San Pedro Street, 
11th Street, 12th Street, Olympic Boulevard, San Julian Street, and 9th Street.

Sub-District B: Sub-District B signage will face primarily toward San 
Julian Street. The signage contained in Sub-District B is intended to be more restrained 
than the signage contained in Sub-District A and to promote a peaceful living 
environment without undue visual impact upon residential uses in the nearby 
neighborhoods.

A.

B.
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Prohibited Locations of Sign Types by Sub-District. In addition to the 
regulations of the Code and those regulations elsewhere in this ordinance, the following 
signs are prohibited in the following Sub-Districts within the City Market Sign District:

Sub-District A: Roof Signs.

Sub-District B: Digital Displays. Roof Signs are not allowed to be

C.

1.

2.

digital.

SEC. 8. VERTICAL SIGN ZONES.

Creation of Vertical Sign Zones. For sign regulation purposes, the City Market 
Sign District area is divided into three Vertical Sign Zones, as shown on Figure B. The 
purpose of the Vertical Sign Zones is to address different sign viewing distances, 
including pedestrian views from street level, pedestrian views from a distance, and 
views from vehicles. The Vertical Sign Zones include the following zones:

Vertical Sign Zone 1: Vertical Sign Zone 1 shall be located at the ground 
floor level, defined as 0 feet to 20 feet above grade;

A.

Vertical Sign Zone 2: Vertical Sign Zone 2 shall be located at the podium 
or mid-level of multi-story buildings, defined as 20 feet to 150 feet above grade; and

B.

Vertical Sign Zone 3: Vertical Sign Zone 3 shall be located at the upper 
levels of mid- to high-rise buildings, defined as above 150 feet above grade.

C.

Prohibited Sign Types by Vertical Sign Zone. The following sign types are 
prohibited in the following Vertical Sign Zones within the City Market Sign District, 
subject to the regulations in this ordinance:

Prohibited Signs By ZoneVertical Sign Zone

High-Rise Signs, Roof Signs1.

2. Roof Signs

Architectural Ledge Signs, Awning Signs, Digital Display Signs, Pedestrian 
Signs, Projecting Signs, Wall Signs, Window Signs_______________________

3.

SEC. 9. REGULATIONS FOR SPECIFIC TYPES OF PERMITTED SIGNS.

A. Architectural Ledge Sign.

General. Individual letters or numbers no taller than 24 inches or 
an icon no taller than 24 inches may stand atop a ledge. No solid panels or Can 
Signs shall be allowed.

1.
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Area. The maximum individual sign area for an Architectural Ledge 
Sign shall be no greater than 200 square feet.

2.

Location. An Architectural Ledge Sign shall be located over3.
an entranceway or window.

4. Dimensions

Height. The bottom of the ledge on which an Architectural 
Ledge Sign is located shall be at least 8 feet above the natural or finished 
grade as measured vertically.

(a)

Length. A ledge which is constructed for the purpose of 
supporting an Architectural Ledge Sign may not exceed 15 feet in length 
as measured horizontally.

Projection. A ledge designed to support an Architectural Ledge 
Sign may project a maximum of 5 feet from the building face where the sign is 
located.

(b)

5.

Awning Sign.

General. Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 14.4.19 of the 
Code to the contrary, letters, numbers or figures applied directly to the awning 
may be located above the valance, provided that the sign area is less than 20% 
of the surface area of the face of the awning and the letters, numbers, or figures 
are located below a height of 18 feet above the sidewalk elevation.

Area. The maximum individual sign area for an Awning Sign shall 
be no greater than 40 square feet.

B.

1.

2.

Digital Display Sign.C.

Location.1.

(a) A Digital Display Sign shall not cover the exterior of 
windows, doors, vents, or other openings that serve occupants of a 
building unless:

I. the operability and functionality of all windows, doors, 
vents, or openings covered by such Digital Display are maintained 
to the building’s design standards; and

II. visibility from the interior of each window covered by 
such Digital Display is maintained to the building’s design 
standards.
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A Digital Display Sign shall not cover architectural features 
of a building’s facade, but rather shall create and enhance the building’s 
architecture and be consistent and compatible with the overall design of 
the building.

(b)

No portion of a Digital Display Sign shall be taller than 150 
feet in height, as measured vertically from finished grade.

Area. The maximum individual sign area for a Digital Display Sign 
shall be no greater than 4,000 square feet; provided, however, that no spacing 
shall be required between Digital Display Signs located at the corner of buildings 
on separate facades.

(c)

2.

3. Animation. Digital Displays may be Full Motion Displays.

Sign Hours of Operation of Digital Displays. Digital Displays 
shall be limited in their hours of operation, and may only be illuminated between 
the hours of 7 AM and 12 AM.

4.

D. High-Rise Signs.

Minimum Building Height. A building must be at least 150 feet 
tall to have a High-Rise Sign or Signs.

Area. The maximum individual sign area for a High-Rise Sign shall 
be no greater than 800 square feet.

Location. On a flat-topped building, High-Rise Signs must be 
located between the top of the windows on the topmost floor and the top of the 
roof parapet or within an area 24 feet below the top of the roof parapet, 
whichever is less. On buildings with stepped or otherwise articulated tops, High- 
Rise Signs may be located within an area 24 feet below the top of the building or 
within an area 24 feet below the top of the parapet of the main portion of the 
building below the stepped or articulated top. The High-Rise Signs must be 
located on a wall and may not be located on a roof, including a sloping roof, and 
may not block any eye-level windows.

1.

2.

3.

Number of High-Rise Signs. A building may have no more than4.
two High-Rise Signs.

Other Guidelines. High-Rise Signs are encouraged to meet the5.
following guidelines:

(a) The use of symbols or logos, rather than names or words,
is encouraged

(b) High-Rise Signs should be integrated into the architectural
design of the building.
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High-Rise Signs should be designed to be easily changed 
over time, in order to accommodate new tenants.

(c)

Nighttime lighting of High-Rise Signs, as well as of 
distinctive building tops, is encouraged and the two should be integrated. 
Lighting of High-Rise Signs should include backlighting that creates a 
“halo” around the Skylight Sign. Backlighting may be combined with other 
types of lighting.

Pedestrian Signs.

(d)

E.

1. General.

(a) A Pedestrian Sign shall be used to identify the business
tenant served by the sign.

No text message or logos shall be permitted on that portion 
of a Pedestrian Sign that is parallel to the face of the building.

The text message or logo on a projecting sign shall consist 
of individual, dimensional letters or graphic elements that are applied onto 
the sign surface.

(b)

(c)

A Pedestrian Sign shall be double-faced and the faces(d)
shall be parallel.

2. Location

Each business that is located on the ground level of a 
building may have one Pedestrian Sign within 5 linear feet of the main 
entrance of that business.

(a)

Each business that is located on a second floor level of a 
building may have a Pedestrian Sign on the ground level if there is direct 
exterior pedestrian access to the business floor space.

(b)

3. Dimensions.

Width. No portion of a Pedestrian Sign that is parallel to 
the face of the building shall exceed 1 foot in width.

Height. No portion of a Pedestrian Sign shall be located 
less than 8 feet above the sidewalk grade to the bottom of the sign.

(a)

(b)

Individual Sign Area. The sign area for a Pedestrian Sign shall 
not exceed 9 square feet for each sign face.

4.
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Projection From The Building Face. Notwithstanding the 
provisions of Section 14.4.9 of the Code to the contrary, a Pedestrian Sign may 
project up to 3 feet from the face of the building at a height of at least 8 feet 
above the sidewalk grade.

Projecting Signs.

5.

F.

Area. The maximum individual sign area for a Projecting Sign shall 
be no greater than 160 square feet.

1.

G. Roof Signs.

General. Any Roof Sign shall be an On-Site Sign, which may not 
include a Digital Display and shall not allow Animation.

1.

Area. The maximum individual sign area for a Roof Sign, including 
all sign faces, shall be no greater than 15,600 square feet, with a maximum 
individual sign face area of 3,900 square feet.

2.

H. Wall Signs.

Area. The maximum individual sign area for a Wall Sign shall be 
no greater than 825 square feet in area.

Window Signs. Unless otherwise specified in this ordinance, a Window 
Sign shall comply with Section 14.4.14 of the Code and the following regulations:

Location. No portion of any Window Sign shall be located above 
the second story of the building on which it is placed or higher than 35 feet above 
grade, whichever is lower.

1.

I.

1.

Area. Window Signs located on or within 6 feet of the window 
plane, painted or attached, shall not exceed 15% of the glassed area of the 
window in which the Window Sign is placed. Number of such signs is not limited 
by this regulation, but aggregate area shall be included as part of aggregate sign 
area, as limited elsewhere in this ordinance.

2.

SEC. 10. SIGN REDUCTION.

Procedure. Prior to the issuance of a building permit for any new Off-site 
Digital Display Sign within the Sign District, a Project Permit Compliance must be 
obtained from the City for a Sign Reduction Program, pursuant to the Project Permit 
Compliance process under Section 4.C above.

A.

1. Evidence of Sign Removal.

Signage Already Removed. When applying for credit for 
signage that has already been removed, the application shall include

(a)

16



evidence of the removal of lawfully permitted Billboards, Pole signs, 
Supergraphic Signs, Off-site Signs, and/or mural signs within the Sign 
District. Such evidence must include all the following: (i) a copy of the 
lawfully issued building permit for the sign in question; (ii) photographic 
evidence of the sign’s prior existence; and (iii) photographic evidence of 
the sign's permanent removal.

Signage to Be Removed in the Future. When applying for 
credit for signage that will be removed in the future, the application shall 
include a copy of the lawfully issued building permit for the sign in 
question, and photographic evidence of the sign’s existence. The sign 
credits may not finally issue until photographic evidence of the sign’s 
permanent removal is provided to the Director of Planning. In addition, 
permits for the demolition of signs shall be obtained from LADBS when 
Code requires.

(b)

Affidavit of Lot Owner Consenting to Award and Distribution of Sign 
Credits. The application shall be accompanied by a notarized affidavit from the 
owner of the lot from which the sign was or will be removed. The affidavit shall 
state that the owner of the lot in question understands that the purpose of the 
application is to award sign credits for sign removal under Section 10 of this 
ordinance. The affidavit shall also state that the owner of the lot in question 
agrees that sign credits resulting from the sign removal shall be issued and 
distributed as set forth below. Finally, the affidavit shall state that the owner of 
the lot in question understands and agrees that upon issuance of the sign credits 
the owner shall forfeit the right (if any exists under the Code or other applicable 
law) to reinstall the sign that was removed from his or her lot, and shall not be 
entitled to any compensation or credit for the removal of the sign, except as set 
forth under this section (if any). Only the initial application for credits for the take 
down of any sign or signs shall require an affidavit. Subsequent use of the 
credits shall not require an affidavit. A single sign application may be used to 
allocate all applicable take down credits throughout the District.

Sign Credits. One sign credit shall be awarded for each square foot of 
lawfully permitted Billboard, Pole Sign, Supergraphic Sign, Off-Site Sign and/or Mural 
Sign that was removed from a lot within the boundaries of Council District 14. Two 
credits shall be required for the installation of one square foot of Off-Site Digital Display 
Sign. Only one set of sign credits shall be awarded for the removal of any given sign 
and the credits shall be valid for the duration of this ordinance.

2.

B.

In Lieu Fee. This ordinance does not contain an in lieu fee that can be 
paid to the City in lieu of removing existing signage to qualify for sign credit to install a 
new Digital Display Sign. However, the City may in the future, through the Citywide 
Sign Ordinance or some other legislation, adopt an in lieu signage fee that expressly 
applies to signs within the boundaries of this City Market Sign District.

C.
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SEC. 11. SEVERABILITY.

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase is for any reason held to 
be invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not 
affect the validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance. The City Council hereby 
declares that it would have adopted each and every section, subsection, sentence, 
clause and phrase thereof not declared invalid or unconstitutional, without regard to 
whether any portion of the ordinance would be subsequently declared invalid or 
unconstitutional.
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INTERNAL SITE SIGNS
Not Visible To StreetEAST ELEVATION/San Pedro St 
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l(7x 8CT (800)
Hi
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Figure A - Sign Zone Map
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Sec. 12. The City Clerk shall certify to the passage of this ordinance and have it 
published in accordance with Council policy, either in a daily newspaper circulated in 
the City of Los Angeles or by posting for ten days in three public places in the City of 
Los Angeles: one copy on the bulletin board located at the Main Street entrance to the 
Los Angeles City Hall; one copy on the bulletin board located at the Main Street 
entrance to the Los Angeles City Hall East; and one copy on the bulletin board located 
at the Temple Street entrance to the Los Angeles County Hall of Records.

Approved as to Form and Legality Pursuant to Charter Section 559, I 
disapprove this ordinance on behalf 
of the City Planning Commission and 
recommend that it not

MICHAEL N. FEUER, City Attorney
opted.

</VBy
K&NInIETH T. FONG 
Deputy City Attorney VINCENT P. BERTC 

Director of Planning
, AICP

6 /^/^°Date

File No. 18-0174-S1, 18-0174-S2 and 
18-0174-S3

Date

m:\real prop_envJand useMand use\kenneth fong\ordinances\city market sign district\city atty rpt and 
ordinance\revised ordinance (dbs rule 38)\city market sign district ord (dbs rule 38).docx

The Clerk of the City of Los Angeles 
hereby certifies that the foregoing 
ordinance was passed by the Council 
of the City of Los Angeles, by a vote of 
not less than two-thirds of all its 
members.

CITY CLERK MAYOR

Ordinance Passed Approved
06/09/2020 06/19/2020

Ordinance Effective Date: 08/04/2020
Council File No.: 18-0174-S3



DECLARATION OF POSTING ORDINANCE 

         I,      Ottavia Smith       state as follows: I am, and was at all times hereinafter mentioned,

a resident of the State of California, over the age of eighteen years, and a Deputy City Clerk of the

City of Los Angeles, California.
 

Ordinance No.     186679      - a copy of which is hereto attached, was finally adopted by the Los

Angeles City Council on    06/09/2020   , and under the direction of said City Council and the

City Clerk, pursuant to Section 251 of the Charter of the City of Los Angeles and Ordinance No.

172959, I conspicuously posted a true copy of said ordinance at each of the three public places

located in the City of Los Angeles, California, as follows: 1) one copy on the bulletin board located

at the Main Street entrance to the Los Angeles City Hall; 2) one copy on the bulletin board located

at the Main Street entrance to the Los Angeles City Hall East; 3) one copy on the bulletin board

located at the Temple Street entrance to the Los Angeles County Hall of Records beginning on 

   06/24/2020    and will be continuously posted for ten or more days.
 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.
 

 

Deputy Clerk                          
 

Date:    06/24/2020                
 

Ordinance Effective Date:     08/04/2020               
 

Council File No.:     18-0174-S3                  
 


