
2. Establishment of Sign District.  Pursuant to Section 13.11 of the LAMC and the procedures 
set forth in 12.32-S, the establishment of a Sign District is subject to the following conditions: 

 
a. The proposed Sign District is in conformance with the purposes, intent  

and provisions of the City of Los Angeles General Plan.   
 
The project will consist of a mixed-use development consisting of 945 residential dwelling 
units, 210 hotel rooms, 272,283 square feet of commercial office uses, 272,284 square 
feet of retail uses (including restaurants, bars, event space, wholesale uses, and a cinema 
with 744 seats), and a 312,112 square feet corporate/educational campus. The  Sign 
District will support an active street front experience on all sides of The City Market of Los 
Angeles.  The Sign District supports the vision of the immediate area of the Fashion 
District. The project includes 945 residential dwelling units, 210 hotel rooms, 272,283 
square feet of commercial office uses, 272,284 square feet of retail uses (including 
restaurants, bars, event space, wholesale uses, and a cinema with 744 seats), and a 
312,112 square feet corporate/educational campus located directly within the Fashion 
District. The Sign District includes on- and off-site signage in various sign forms including 
digital displays, high rise signs, projecting signs, and roof signs.  As required by the City 
Market of Los Angeles Design Guidelines, all signs are required to be designed as energy 
pieces to be part of the building façade articulation.  The Sign District, in conjunction with 
the new mix-use project, will transform the project site from mere warehouse buildings 
and associated surface parking lots to a destination for employees, residents, tourists, and 
the nearby community during the day and night.  

 
A total of four digital display signs are proposed to be located on the façade facing San 
Julian Street, San Pedro Street, and 9th Street. The total signage area of digital display is 
approximately 22,847 square feet of signage.  The proposed digital display signage 
includes two signs on the San Julian Street façade with one of the signs wrapping around 
to 9th Street, and two signs on San Pedro Street façade with one of the signs wrapping 
around to 9th Street. In addition, a roof sign is proposed at the roof of the residential tower.     

 
The Sign District establishes illumination standards and guidelines. In addition, the Sign 
District establishes the requirements governing the types, locations, maximum height, 
maximum allowable area, hours of operation, and brightness for new signage. The Sign 
District also identifies permitted location and sign types, including all signs permitted by 
LAMC Section 14.4.2, and digital display signs. The Sign District prohibits all signs in the 
following classifications: billboards, cabinet sings or conventional plastic faced box, 
canister or can signs, captive balloon signs, illuminated architectural canopy signs, 
internally illuminated awning signs, inflatable devices, signs covering exterior doors and 
windows (whether operable or inoperable), rescue windows or other openings that serve 
habitable floor area, and supergraphics.  The specific regulations of the Sign District are 
located in Exhibit H, Draft Sign District Ordinance. 
 
The project is located within the Central City Community Plan area, with a proposed 
Regional Commercial land use designations. The Sign District is consistent with applicable 
Central City Community Plan objectives and policies: 

 
Objective 2-1: To improve Central City’s competitiveness as a location for offices, 

business, retail, and industry. 
 
Objective 2-2: To retain the existing retail base in Central City. 



 
Objective 2-3:  To promote land uses in Central City that will address the needs of 

all the visitors to Downtown for business, conventions, trade shows, 
and tourism. 

 
Objective 2-5: To increase specialty and ethnic markets in order to foster a diverse 

range of retail and commercial uses in Central City.  
 

The amended Sign District includes specific regulations for each type of sign to establish 
a unified sign program for the project as well as specific locations for each sign. As such, 
the Sign District is in conformance with the purposes, intent and provisions of the General 
Plan. 

 
Additionally, the mixed-use project and Sign District are consistent with the project’s 
proposed Regional Commercial land use designation. The project site is a centrally 
located, urbanized area of the City, directly in the center of the Fashion District.  The Sign 
District further promotes and enhances the identity of the area as a transit-oriented district.  
The sign district regulations will assure appropriate intensity and design, while recognizing 
the regional significance of the Fashion District to the character and economic vitality of 
the City.  

 
b. The proposed Sign District would conform to public necessity, convenience, 

general welfare and good zoning practice. 
 
The Sign District will support an active street front experience on all sides.  The Sign 
District supports the vision of the immediate area and will create an opportunity to draw 
business tenants within Central City. The project includes 945 residential dwelling units, 
210 hotel rooms, 272,283 square feet of commercial office uses, 272,284 square feet of 
retail uses (including restaurants, bars, event space, wholesale uses, and a cinema with 
744 seats), and a 312,112 square feet corporate/educational campus located within the 
Fashion District and in close proximity to the Los Angeles Convention Center, the Staples 
Center and LA Live. The Sign District includes on- and off-site signage in various sign 
forms including digital displays, high rise signs, projecting signs, and roof signs.  As 
required by the City Market of Los Angeles Design Guidelines, all signage are required to 
be designed as energy pieces to be part of the building façade articulation.  The Sign 
District, in conjunction with the new mix-use project, will transform the project site from a 
mere underutilized warehouse buildings and associated surface parking lots to a 
destination for employees, residents, tourists, and nearby community during the day and 
night.  

 
In addition, the Sign District is expected to attract visitors to adjacent entertainment, 
businesses, retail establishments and restaurants in the surrounding area. The Sign 
District reinforces the project vicinity’s identity as a mixed-use corridor, while reinforcing 
the pedestrian-oriented character of the streets surrounding the project site. The amended 
Sign District will enhance the environment by complementing the existing uses in the area 
through the introduction of the ground floor storefront windows and tenant signage.  
 
The Sign District reflects good zoning practice because it is consistent with the character 
and sign regulations of comparable mixed-use, transit-oriented developments in the area. 
The Sign District establishes illumination standards and guidelines. The Sign District 



establishes the requirements governing the types, locations, maximum height, maximum 
allowable area, hours of operation, and brightness for new signage. Signage includes 
various sign forms including digital displays, high rise signs, projecting signs, and roof 
signs.  The Sign District also identifies permitted location and sign types, including all signs 
permitted by LAMC Section 14.4.2, and integral digital display signs. As required by the 
City Market of Los Angeles Design Guidelines, all signage are required to be designed as 
energy pieces to be part of the building façade articulation.    

 
Under Section 13.11-C, a Sign District may be adopted within a supplemental use district, 
provided it does not supersede its regulations. The Sign District will not supersede any 
regulations of the ‘O” Oil Drilling District. Additionally, the project site is not subject to any 
conditions pursuant to the Oil Drilling District.  

 
The signage program is consistent with various guidelines and standards applicable to the 
project site related to complementary uses and integration of signage with the design of 
the buildings, thereby ensuring consistency across the project site.    

 
The enabling language for the establishment of sign districts, pursuant to LAMC Section 
13.11-B requires that the following findings be made: 

 
(A) Each “SN” Sign District shall include only properties in the C or M Zones,  

except that R5 Zone properties may be included in a “SN” Sign District  
provided that the R5 zoned lot is located within an area designated on  
an adopted community plan as “Regional Center,” “Regional Commercial,” or “High 
Intensity Commercial,” or within any redevelopment project area.  

 
The site is located in the proposed C2 Zone with a proposed Regional Commercial 
land use designation within the adopted Central City Community Plan area.  A 
portion of the site is also located within the boundaries of the City Center 
Redevelopment Project Plan area.   
 

 (B) No “SN” Sign District shall contain less than one block or three acres in  
  area, whichever is smaller. 
 

The City Market Sign District, is 9.45 acres in size and consists of four City blocks. 
 
 (C)  The total acreage in the district shall include contiguous parcels of land  
  which may only be separated by public streets, ways or alleys, or other  
  physical features, or as set forth in the rules approved by the Director or  
  Planning.  
 

The Sign District consists of four City blocks that are bisected by 11th Street and 
San Julian Street, both public street. 

 
 (D) Precise boundaries are required at the time of application for or initiation  
  of an individual district.  
 

The Sign District application submitted at the time of filing includes a radius map 
and legal description of the entire project site. 

 



c. The Proposed Sign District Would Directly Advance the Purposes of Aesthetics and 
Traffic Safety. 
 
The Sign District provides an exception to the Citywide sign regulations as is typical for 
other sign districts within the City in cases where there are aesthetic and other benefits 
that will result from a sign district. The project will consist of a mixed-use development 
consisting of 945 residential dwelling units, 210 hotel rooms, 272,283 square feet of 
commercial office uses, 272,284 square feet of retail uses (including restaurants, bars, 
event space, wholesale uses, and a cinema with 744 seats), and a 312,112 square feet 
corporate/educational campus and a Sign District.  The Sign District supports the vision 
of the immediate area of the Fashion District and will further the development as a mixed-
use corridor.  The Sign District includes digital displays, high rise signs, projecting signs, 
and roof signs.  
 
The Sign District, in conjunction with the new mix-use project, will transform the project 
site from a mere underutilized warehouse buildings and associated surface parking lots to 
a destination for employees, residents, tourists, and nearby community during the day and 
night. The Sign District supports the vision of the immediate area in the Fashion District. 
The project includes various streetscape and sidewalk improvements as well as publically 
accessible open spaces. Sidewalks will be activated with implementation of ground floor 
retail and restaurant uses. The improvements to the project site will facilitate activity on 
the adjacent streets and sidewalks, encouraging pedestrian and bicycle travel and 
promoting the walkability of and around the project vicinity.  Project elements, including 
pedestrian level tenant signage, will create strong connections between the project and 
the nearby Staples Center Arena, Los Angeles Convention Center, and the Downtown 
Center.  Additionally, the project site’s close proximity to transit stops and stations support 
the project site as a significant mixed-use development to the area, as a destination for 
residents, employees, tourists and nearby neighborhoods.  Therefore, the Sign District is 
appropriate for the fashion based area. 

 
Although the project will result in unavoidable traffic impacts, no impacts to traffic safety 
due to permitted signs under the Sign District will occur.  Signs are arranged and regulated 
in a manner that will not pose hazards to traffic or pedestrian safety.  As such, the project 
is subject to conditions of approval, as well as project design features and mitigation 
measures, to minimize any adverse effects due to traffic.  Specifically, mitigation measure 
MM K.1-1, includes vehicle trip reduction measures to encourage the use of transit and 
reduce vehicle trips, thereby minimizing potential operational parking and traffic impacts 
on the surrounding street system to the maximum extent feasible. In addition, any site is 
located approximately 1,680 feet from Interstate 10 Freeway. Therefore, the project is not 
subject to the regulations of the Outdoor Advertising Act. 

 


