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On March 3, 2015, voters in the City of Los Angeles approved Charter Amendment 1, which 
aligned municipal elections with statewide and national elections in even-numbered years. Charter 
Amendment 1 was intended to enhance voter participation and civic engagement in the City, as there 
are higher levels of voter turnout due to the greater interest in higher profile Presidential and 
Gubernatorial races on even-numbered years. Charter Amendment 1 first affects a change in election 
dates in the year 2020 for even-numbered Council Districts, and in the year 2022 for Citywide offices 
and odd-numbered Council Districts.

On September 27, 2017, the Governor signed SB 568 (Lara) which changed the date of the 
statewide direct primary and the presidential primary to the first Tuesday after the first Monday in 
March, as well as continue the requirement that those elections be consolidated. The changes associated 
with SB 568 are operative on January 1,2019. According to SB 568, moving the dates of the statewide 
direct primary and the presidential primary to March would increase voter engagement in California, 
as well as result in a greater nationwide impact for California voters in the presidential primary 
elections. Prior to the adoption of SB 568, presidential primary elections were held on the first Tuesday 
after the first Monday in June in presidential election years and required the presidential primary 
election be consolidated with the statewide direct primary election held in that year.

Similar to Charter Amendment 1, the City’s election schedules should be aligned with the 
State’s new elections schedules in order to maintain high levels of voter turnout and civic engagement, 
as well as prevent additional costs to the City associated with administering additional elections. In 
order to align with the new elections dates for the statewide direct primary and the presidential primary, 
the City would need to propose new elections dates. As a result, the City would need to undergo an 
amendment to the City Charter that would align the City’s election schedules with the State’s new 
election dates for the statewide direct primary and the presidential primary.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the City Attorney, with the assistance of the City Clerk and Chief 
Legislative Analyst, be requested to prepare and present the documents necessary to place on the 
November 2018 Ballot the necessary Charter amendments needed to have the City’s election schedules 
conform with SB 568 (Lara), which changed the date of the statewide direct primary and the 
presidential primary to the first Tuesday after the first Monday in March, in addition to future changes 
to the State Primary date.
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Councilmember, 10th District

•A

#
.1

SECONDED BY:
MAR o 9 2018

si

/ ./ / /

/(//'


