
File No. 18..0205 

RULES, ELECTIONS, AND INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
REPORT relative to amending the Los Angeles City Charter (Charter) to align the City's election 
schedules with the State and presidential primaries, in conformance with SB 568 (Lara). 

Recommendations for Council action, as initiated by Motion (Wesson - Krekorian): 

1. REQUEST the City Attorney, with the assistance of the Chief Legislative Analyst (CLA) 
and the Chair of the Rules, Elections, and Intergovernmental Relations Committee (REIR), 
to prepare and present the necessary election Ordinance and Resolutions to place before 
the voters at the November 6, 2018 general election the following two ballot measures that 
would realign the City of Los Angeles and the Los Angeles Unified School District 
(LAUSD) primary election dates with the State primary election dates, with any technical 
changes to redistricting deadlines and other election provisions of the Charter related to 
these changes: 

a. Amend the Charter to change the City's primary nominating election to the first 
Tuesday after the first Monday in March of even-numbered years or other date set by 
the State Legislature to enable consolidation of the City's elections with the State 
primary elections. 

b. Amend the Charter to make the same changes to LAUSD election dates as are 
proposed for the City. 

2. REQUEST the City Attorney, with the assistance of the City Ethics Commission, to 
prepare and present an Ordinance to amend the Los Angeles Municipal Code (LAMC) 
campaign finance provisions to allow for a one-time change that would provide that 
candidates for City office may begin fundraising for the 2020 elections 18 months prior to 
March 3, 2018. 

3. AUTHORIZE the City Attorney, with the assistance of the Chair of the REI R Committee, 
to make any technical modifications and/or legal correction to the draft election Ordinance, 
draft ballot resolutions, and other related actions listed in the above recommendations in 
order to further the objectives described in said recommendations. 

4 . REQUEST the City Attorney to transmit the necessary reports, draft Ordinance, and draft 
ballot resolutions at detailed in the above recommendations to the City Clerk's office no 
later than 2 pm on Friday, June 8, 2018. 

Fiscal Impact Statement: Neither the City Administrative Officer nor the CLA has completed a 
financial analysis of this report. 

Community Impact Statement: None submitted. 

Summary: 

On Mary 23, 2018, your Committee considered a Motion (Wesson - Krekorian) relative 
to amending the Los Angeles City Charter (Charter) to align the City's election schedules with the 



State and presidential primaries, in conformance with SB 568 (Lara). According to the Motion, on 
September 27, 2017, the Governor signed SB 568 (Lara) which changed the date of the 
statewide primary and the presidential primary to the first Tuesday after the first Monday in 
March. The changes are effective January 1, 2019. The Motion goes on to state that the City's 
election schedules should be aligned with the State's new election schedules in order to maintain 
high levels of voter turnout and prevent additional costs to the City associated with administering 
additional elections. An amendment to the City Charter would be required to align the City's 
election schedules with the State's new election dates for the statewide direct primary and the 
presidential primary. 

After consideration, and after providing an opportunity for public comment, the Committee moved 
to recommend approval of the Motion, as amended, and detailed in the above 
recommendations. This matter is now forwarded to the Council for its consideration. 
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