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Honorable Eric Garcetti
Mayor of Los Angeles
City Hall, 3rd Floor
Attention: Mandy Morales, Legislative Coordinator

Honorable City Council
C/O: Office of the City Clerk
City Hall, Room 303

RE: REQUEST FOR APPROVAL TO APPLY FOR A $100,000 GRANT FROM THE NATIONAL
ENDOWMENT FOR THE HUMANITIES
SUMMARY:
The City of Los Angeles Department of Cultural Affairs (DCA) seeks to apply for a grant in the
amount of $100,000 from the National Endowment for the Humanities for a Digital Projects for the
Public grant to support DCA’s Promise Zone Arts initiative. The grant will allow DCA to refine and
develop the humanities scholarship and community stories about the LA Promise Zone micro
communities and further design and develop the project’s website to better organize, preserve, and
publish the stories and histories related to economic and cultural resilience in the LA Promise Zone.
In accordance with Administrative Code 14.6.B, DCA requests authority to apply for these grant
funds, and expend them in accordance with the recommendations below.
RECOMMENDATIONS:
The General Manager of the Department of Cultural Affairs respectfully requests that the City
Council, subject to approval by the Mayor:
1. AUTHORIZE the General Manager of the Department of Cultural Affairs or designee to
submit a grant application to the National Endowment for the Humanities;
2. AUTHORIZE the General Manager of the Department of Cultural Affairs or designee to
submit all the necessary paperwork relative to the grant, subject to City Attorney approval as
to form and legality;

3. AUTHORIZE the Department of Cultural Affairs to expend for the purposes of a project
match up to $15,000 in funds from a grant award from the California Arts Council (CF 18
0251); and a percentage of full-time salaries up to $50,000 from Fund 100/30, Account
001010, Salaries General, and up to $35,000 in part-time salaries funds from Fund 100/30,
Account 001070, Salaries as Needed;
4. AUTHORIZE the General Manager of the Department of Cultural Affairs or designee to
negotiate and execute the grant award and agreement on behalf of the City and submit the
required reporting relative to the grant, subject to City Attorney approval as to form and
legality;
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5. AUTHORIZE the General Manager of the Department of Cultural Affairs or designee to
prepare any Controller’s instructions needed to implement actions approved by the Council
and Mayor on matters presented in, or deriving from, the transmittal, and/or to make
necessary technical adjustments, and further, request that the Controller implement these
instructions.
BACKGROUND:
The National Endowment for the Humanities Digital Projects for the Public grants support projects
that cogently interpret and analyze humanities content in formats that will attract broad public
audiences. The program offers support for digital projects to help reach diverse audiences and bring
the humanities to life for the American people.
This grant, if awarded, will provide funding for DCA’s Promise Zone Arts (PZA) initiative. PZA is a
multi-neighborhood cultural asset mapping and activation initiative that utilizes cultural mapping
strategies, ethnographic documentation, community gatherings, and free public events to identify
and support the artists, cultural practitioners, traditions, and sites that Los Angeles Promise Zone
neighborhood residents deem significant. Promise Zone Arts seeks to illuminate the value of local
cultural assets from the perspectives of residents, and make the cultural treasures they identify
visible and recognized as essential in making our communities more sustainable and livable. Initial
PZA activities were funded primarily through a $200,000 grant award from the National Endowment
for the Arts (CF 15-0916) and the initiative is currently completing its second year of program
activities.
The Los Angeles Promise Zone is a Federally-designated area that encompasses neighborhoods in
Westlake; Koreatown; East Hollywood; and Pico-Union. The LA Promise Zone is a collective impact
project to fight urban poverty. As part of the initial PZA activities, a website was created that tells the
stories of the LA Promise Zone and is a platform for exchanging community stories, data, and media
(promisezonearts.org). It features a searchable Database that contains transcribed and aggregated
data gathered from questionnaires from residents and fieldwork; a multimedia story repository that
highlights the history, impact, and importance of select Cultural Treasures through narrative and
audio-visual content; and an interactive map that shows locations of the Cultural Treasures
outlining the PZA neighborhood
nominated through the initiative alongside geospatial
boundaries.
DCA is applying for an NEH grant for the next phase of PZA project development to achieve two
main goals: 1) refine and develop humanities scholarship and community stories about Los Angeles
micro communities; 2) further design and develop the PZA web architecture to organize, preserve,
and make accessible stories and histories related to economic and cultural resilience in the LA
Promise Zone.
This grant does not require a minimum 1:1 matching contribution. However, cost sharing between
the applicant and organization is encouraged. Existing grant funds will be leveraged from a recent
award from the California Arts Council (CF 18-0251); as well as a portion of full-time salary
appropriations included in the FY 18/19 adopted Budget
FISCAL IMPACT:
There is no impact to the General Fund 100.
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