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Los Angeles City Council 
c/o Office of the City Clerk 
City Hall, Room 395

igeles, CA 90012Los Ar

PLUM CommitteeAttention:

Dear Honorable Members:

THE RALPH G. WALKER HOUSE; 2100 KENILWORTH AVENUE; CASE NO. CHC-2018-444- 
HCM, ENV-2018-445-CE

At its meeting of April 19, 2018, the Cultural Heritage Commission took the actions below to include 
the above-referenced property in the list of Historic-Cultural Monuments, subject to adoption by the 
City Council:

Determined that the proposed designation is categorically exempt from the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), pursuant to Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 and 
Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 of the State CEQA Guidelines;
Determined that the property conforms with the definition of a Monument pursuant to 
Section 22.171.7 of the Los Angeles Administrative Code; and
Recommended that the City Council consider and designate the subject property a 
Historic-Cultural Monument; and
Adopted the staff attached report findings as the findings of the Commission.
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Time for Council to Act The Commission action will be transmitted to the City Council for 
consideration. Pursuant to Section 22.171.10 (f) of the Los Angeles Administrative Code, the 
Council may approve or disapprove in whole or in part an application or initiation for a proposed 
designation of a Monument. The Council shall act in 90-days of the public hearing held before 
the Commission. The 90-day time limit may be extended by the Council for good cause for a 
maximum of 15 days. If the Council does not act on the application or initiation within this 105- 
days total time limit, the application or initiation to designate a Monument shall be deemed to have 
been denied. The Council may override a Commission recommendation of denial of Council 
initiated designation by a minimum of 10-votes.

Enclosures: Findings



THE RALPH G. WALKER HOUSE

FINDINGS

(Adopted by the Cultural Heritage Commission on April 19, 2018)

The Ralph G. Walker House "embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural-type specimen, 
inherently valuable for study of a period, style or method of construction” as an excellent example of a 
residential building designed in International Style architecture.

The Ralph G. Walker House is “a notable work of a master builder, designer, or architect whose individual 
genius influenced his or her age” as a highly intact work by master architect Rudolph Schindler.

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument as any 
site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of particular historic 
or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures or sites in which the broad 
cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community is reflected or exemplified, or which 
are identified with historic personages or with important events in the main currents of national, State or 
local history or which embody the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type specimen, 
inherently valuable for a study of a period style or method of construction, or a notable work of a master 
builder, designer or architect whose individual genius influenced his age.

SUMMARY

Constructed in 1936, The Ralph G. Walker House is a three-story single-family residence located on a 
steep, downhill sloping lot on the east side of Kenilworth Avenue in the Silver Lake neighborhood of Los 
Angeles. It was designed by master architect Rudolph M. Schindler (1887-1953) in the International Style 
for Ralph G. Walker.

Irregular in plan, the subject property is constructed of wood frame and concrete with textured stucco 
cladding. The house descends to the east, following the slope of the lot, and has a view of Silver Lake 
Reservoir in the distance. The eastern downhill portion of the house rests on a concrete platform, supported 
by a single row of eight concrete columns. The rolled asphalt roof slopes down from the western portion to 
the flat eastern portion at two different pitches which are divided by a short parapet, creating two separate 
rooflines. The primary, west-facing elevation consists of a stucco wall topped with a wide band of clerestory 
windows below an extended eave. The garage extends from the southern end of the same elevation, with 
a narrower band of clerestory windows on its north-facing elevation, and a slight overhang sheltering the 
west-facing garage door. The slightly inset primary entry contains a single wood panel sliding door. 
Fenestration includes a second floor band of fixed steel windows wrapping around most of the south and 
east-facing elevations, with a break in the southeast corner for a glass door leading to a small patio. The 
first floor features a variety of steel windows, while the irregular roofline creates polygonal clerestory 
windows on the north-facing second-floor elevation. Interior and exterior stairways along the south-facing 
elevation lead down to a balcony that wraps around the first floor’s south and east-facing elevations. Interior 
features include a plywood built-in sofa, shelves and cabinets surrounding the fireplace, and a low 
plywood storage bench separating the living space from the stairs.
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Rudolph M. Schindler (1887-1953) was a pivotal modernist architect who designed more than 500 projects, 
of which over 150 were built, mostly in the Los Angeles area. Schindler was born in Vienna in 1887 and 
trained at the Imperial Institute of Engineering and the Vienna Academy of Fine Arts where he was 
influenced by the work of the Vienna Secessionists Otto Wagner and Adolf Loos. He was drawn to America 
by the 1910 Wasmuth portfolio on the work of Frank Lloyd Wright. Schindler went to Chicago in 1914, 
eventually entering Wright’s office in 1918. Wright sent Schindler to Los Angeles in 1920 to supervise 
construction of Aline Barnsdall’s Hollyhock House. By 1921 Schindler decided to remain in Los Angeles 
and went on to build his own practice which he housed at his personal residence and studio that he 
designed in 1922 on Kings Road in what is now West Hollywood. Schindler resided at the house until his 
death in 1953. During his lifetime, Schindler created a body of work in Southern California that placed 
him as one of the masters of early modern architecture. Schindler became more widely recognized after 
his death for what he called “space architecture” that focused on creating complex and light filled interior 
spaces. Some of Schindler’s other notable works include the How House (1925, HCM #895), Elliot House 
(1930, HCM #690), Buck House (1934, HCM #122), the Sachs Apartments (1927-1939, HCM #1118), the 
Luby and Anastasia Bubeshko Apartments (1939, HCM #831), and the S. T. Falk Apartments (1940, HCM 
#1133).

The subject property appears to have undergone only minor alterations over the years that include 
extending the existing balcony to provide access from the lower playroom and the addition of an acrylic 
railing to the lower level balcony in the southwest corner in 1995.

The citywide historic resources survey, SurveyLA, identified the subject property as individually 
eligible for listing or designation at the national, state and local levels as an excellent example of 
an International Style residence that exhibits a high quality of design.

DISCUSSION

The Ralph G. Walker House successfully meets two of the Historic-Cultural Monument criteria.

The subject property "embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural-type specimen, 
inherently valuable for study of a period, style or method of construction” as an excellent example of a 
residential building designed in International Style architecture. The hallmarks of the International Style, as 
exhibited by the subject property, are a horizontal orientation, smooth wall surfaces, a flat roof, steel 
windows, windows arranged in bands, flushmounted windows with no trim, and an overall absence of 
ornamentation. The subject property also retains other characteristic features of the style that include 
geometric massing, clerestory windows, and numerous roof projections.

The Ralph G. Walker House is also “a notable work of a master builder, designer, or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his or her age,” as a highly intact work by master architect Rudolph Schindler. 
Schindler is considered a master architect for his ability to create complex and light filled interior spaces 
that helped pioneer modern architecture. The Ralph G. Walker House is an excellent example of 
Schindler’s “Plaster Skin Designs” that he utilized in the 1930s and 1940s, as well as an excellent 
demonstration of his “Space Architecture” design principles.

The Ralph G. Walker House is highly intact and retains a high level of integrity of location, design, setting, 
materials, workmanship, feeling, and association.
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CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (“CEQA”) FINDINGS

State of California CEQA Guidelines, Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 “consists of actions taken by 
regulatory agencies, as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the maintenance, restoration, 
enhancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory process involves procedures for 
protection of the environment.”

State of California CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 “consists of projects limited to 
maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation, conservation or reconstruction of 
historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment 
of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitating, Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic 
buildings.”

The designation of the Ralph G. Walker House as an Historic-Cultural Monument in accordance with Chapter 
9, Article 1, of The City of Los Angeles Administrative Code (“LAAC”) will ensure that future construction 
activities involving the subject property are regulated in accordance with Section 22.171.14 of the LAAC. The 
purpose of the designation is to prevent significant impacts to a Historic-Cultural Monument through the 
application of the standards set forth in the LAAC. Without the regulation imposed by way of the pending 
designation, the historic significance and integrity of the subject property could be lost through incompatible 
alterations and new construction and the demolition of an irreplaceable historic site/open space. The 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation are expressly incorporated into the LAAC and provide 
standards concerning the historically appropriate construction activities which will ensure the continued 
preservation of the subject property.

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 8 in connection with the proposed designation is consistent with the 
goals of maintaining, restoring, enhancing, and protecting the environment through the imposition of 
regulations designed to prevent the degradation of Historic-Cultural Monuments.

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 31 in connection with the proposed designation is consistent with 
the goals relating to the preservation, rehabilitation, restoration and reconstruction of historic buildings and 
sites in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic 
Properties.

Categorical Exemption ENV-2018-445-CE was prepared on March 29, 2018.

BACKGROUND

On February 15, 2018 the Cultural Heritage Commission voted to take the property under consideration. On 
March 22, 2018, a subcommittee of the Commission consisting of Commissioners Barron and Milofsky visited 
the property, accompanied by staff from the Office of Historic Resources.


