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April 23, 2018

Los Angeles City Council 
c/o Office of the City Clerk 
City Hall, Room 395 
Los Angeles, CA 90012

PLUM CommitteeAttention:

Dear Honorable Members:

WALTER DANIELS DUPLEX; 3447-3449 WEST DESCANSO DRIVE; CASE NO. CHC-2018- 
481-HCM, ENV-2018-482-CE

At its meeting of April 19, 2018, the Cultural Heritage Commission took the actions below to include 
the above-referenced property in the list of Historic-Cultural Monuments, subject to adoption by the 
City Council:

Determined that the proposed designation is categorically exempt from the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), pursuant to Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 and 
Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 of the State CEQA Guidelines;
Determined that the property conforms with the definition of a Monument pursuant to 
Section 22.171.7 of the Los Angeles Administrative Code; and
Recommended that the City Council consider and designate the subject property a 
Historic-Cultural Monument; and
Adopted the staff attached report findings as the findings of the Commission.

1.

2.

3.

4.

Milofsky
Barron
Buelna, Kanner, Kennard

Moved:
Seconded:
Ayes:

Vote: 5-0

(ML
Etta Armstrong, Commission Executive Assistant I 
Cultural Heritage Commission
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Time for Council to Act The Commission action will be transmitted to the City Council for 
consideration. Pursuant to Section 22.171.10 (f) of the Los Angeles Administrative Code, the 
Council may approve or disapprove in whole or in part an application or initiation for a proposed 
designation of a Monument. The Council shall act in 90-days of the public hearing held before 
the Commission. The 90-day time limit may be extended by the Council for good cause for a 
maximum of 15 days. If the Council does not act on the application or initiation within this 105- 
days total time limit, the application or initiation to designate a Monument shall be deemed to have 
been denied. The Council may override a Commission recommendation of denial of Council 
initiated designation by a minimum of 10-votes.

Enclosures: Findings



WALTER DANIELS DUPLEX

FINDINGS

(Adopted by the Cultural Heritage Commission on April 19, 2018)

The Walter Daniels Duplex "embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural-type 
specimen, inherently valuable for study of a period, style or method of construction” as an 
excellent example of Streamline Moderne multi-family residential architecture.

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures or 
sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community is 
reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important events 
in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style 
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his age.

SUMMARY

The 1936 Walter Daniels Duplex is a two-story duplex located on West Descanso Drive, between 
Tularosa Drive and Micheltorena Street, in the Silver Lake neighborhood of Los Angeles. The 
subject property was constructed in the Streamline Moderne architectural style by the original 
owner and contractor, Walter Daniels, and structural engineer J. Frank Hanneman. Walter Daniels 
lived in the upstairs unit of the duplex with his wife, Mona, until they sold the property in 1944.

With a modified rectangular plan, the subject property is of wood frame construction with smooth 
stucco cladding and a low-pitched, hipped roof of rolled asphalt. The building is set on an elevated 
lot and has an attached garage with a raised deck set below the first story on the primary, 
southwest-facing elevation. There are two sets of clerestory windows under the deck and above 
the garage door. The property is accessed via a wood beam entry portal at street level with 
concrete stairs along the east side of the garage that lead to the first floor entry to both units. The 
entry features two single wood doors, one for the first story unit that faces south and a second 
facing east for the second story unit. The primary, southwest-facing elevation is asymmetrical with 
a stucco-clad second-story balcony that has a curved corner which provides a covered entry to 
the two units. Fenestration consists of rectangular, multi-lite steel windows that wrap the 
southwest- and southeast-facing facades on the second story and on the southeast fagade on 
the first story, as well as double-hung windows at the rear of the building and divided-lite steel 
windows on other facades. A one-story, flat-roofed addition is located on the rear, north-facing 
elevation, along with a wooden exterior staircase leading to the second floor. Interior features 
include hardwood floors, plywood paneling with built-in cupboards and drawers, phone niches, 
built-in shelving, rectangular lighting fixtures that are flush to the ceiling, coved bedroom ceilings,
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rounded doorframes, polished wood stairs that lead to the second story, and tile wainscoting in 
the bathrooms with built-in ornamental heater grilles.

There have been minimal alterations to the property over the years that include a 1958 addition 
of a one-story bedroom on the rear, north-facing elevation, and the addition of sliding aluminum 
doors at an unknown date on the same elevation.

The subject property was identified in the citywide historic resources survey, SurveyLA, as 
individually eligible for listing or designation at the national, state and local levels as an excellent 
and rare example of a Streamline Moderne duplex in Silver Lake.

DISCUSSION

The Walter Daniels Duplex successfully meets one Historic-Cultural Monument criterion: it 
"embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural-type specimen, inherently 
valuable for study of a period, style, or method of construction” as an excellent example of 
Streamline Moderne multi-family residential architecture. The Streamline Moderne style emerged 
in the 1930s, replacing the ornamentation of Art Deco with smooth, aerodynamic design 
suggesting speed and motion. The rounded edges, sharp corner windows, cantilevered balconies, 
and smooth stucco exterior wall surfaces of the subject property are reflective of the style, as are 
the horizontal orientation and flat roofline.

The Walter Daniels Duplex is highly intact and retains a high level of integrity of location, design, 
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association.

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (“CEQA”) FINDINGS

State of California CEQA Guidelines, Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 “consists of actions taken 
by regulatory agencies, as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the maintenance, 
restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where th\e regulatory process 
involves procedures for protection of the environment.”

State of California CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 “consists of projects 
limited to maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation, conservation 
or reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitating, 
Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic buildings. ”

The designation of the Walter Daniels Duplex as a Historic-Cultural Monument in accordance with 
Chapter 9, Article 1, of The City of Los Angeles Administrative Code ("LAAC”) will ensure that 
future construction activities involving the subject property are regulated in accordance with 
Section 22.171.14 of the LAAC. The purpose of the designation is to prevent significant impacts 
to a Historic-Cultural Monument through the application of the standards set forth in the LAAC. 
Without the regulation imposed by way of the pending designation, the historic significance and 
integrity of the subject property could be lost through incompatible alterations and new 
construction and the demolition of an irreplaceable historic site/open space. The Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation are expressly incorporated into the LAAC and provide
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standards concerning the historically appropriate construction activities which will ensure the 
continued preservation of the subject property.

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 8 in connection with the proposed designation is 
consistent with the goals of maintaining, restoring, enhancing, and protecting the environment 
through the imposition of regulations designed to prevent the degradation of Historic-Cultural 
Monuments.

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 31 in connection with the proposed designation is 
consistent with the goals relating to the preservation, rehabilitation, restoration and reconstruction 
of historic buildings and sites in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards 
for the Treatment of Historic Properties.

Categorical Exemption ENV-2018-482-CE was prepared on March 29, 2018.

BACKGROUND

On February 15, 2018, the Cultural Heritage Commission voted to take the property under 
consideration. On March 22, 2018, a subcommittee of the Commission consisting of 
Commissioners Barron and Milofsky visited the property, accompanied by staff from the Office of 
Historic Resources.


