
PUBLIC WORKS & GANG REDUCTIC.

MOTION

Fugetsu-Do is a 115 year old family owned and operated confectionary located at 315 East 
First Street in Little Tokyo. The confectionary sells freshly made Japanese rice cakes, more 
commonly known as mochi and manju. Fugetsu-Do was founded in 1903 by Seiichi Kito who 
emigrated from Gifu, Japan and settled in Little Tokyo. As the Kito family grew, so did Fugetsu- 
Do’s success. In the 1930s, Roy Kito, the youngest of the Kito children, became actively involved 
in the operation of the family business.

Unfortunately, following the attack on Pearl Flarbor the Kito family was forced to liquidate 
much of their inventory before their forcible relocation to an internment camp in Heart Mountain, 
Wyoming. Roy’s fellow detainees soon learned he was a pastry chef and he began making mochi 
and manju for the camp. Following the war, Roy and his wife returned to Little Tokyo intent on 
reopening Fugetsu-Do. After much hardship, Roy reopened the family business on May 5, 1946. 
Following temporary relocation to Second Street and extensive rebuilding, Fugetsu-Do reopened 
at its current location in 1957,

Fugetsu-Do is currently operated by Roy’s youngest son Brian Kito, who took over the 
business from his parents in 1986. Fugetsu-Do continues to enjoy regular business from local 
Buddhist temples and Japanese grocery stores. The business is also a trusted source of mochi and 
manju during Japanese holidays such as New Year’s Day, Girls' Day, and Boys’ Day. As the Kito 
family prepares to celebrate Fugetsu-Do’s 115th anniversary, their business remains an essential 
part of Little Tokyo, a community which has served as the social, cultural, religious and economic 
center for Japanese Americans in Los Angeles.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the location in front of 315 East First Street be named in 
honor of Fugetsu-Do and that the Department of Transportation be instructed to erect a ceremonial 
sign to this effect at this location, in consultation with Council District 14.
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